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THE  GRAND 

•  • 

Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
1795-1910 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT  v 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
MARCH  3,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 


present: 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  . 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  .  . 

William  B.  Meredith,  P.  G.  H. 

acting 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  P.G.H.P. 
Stockton  Bates,  .  .  acting 

Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
Samuel  Laughlin,  .  . 

J.  Waelder  McMullen, 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 

Frank  W.  Martenis, 

David  Carlin, 

August  P.  Kunzig, 

Charles  S.  Bair, 

John  Matthews, 

Joseph  E.  Quinby, 

Francis  J.  Callahan, 

John  H.  Me  Nelly,  . 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

P. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  John  A.  Armstrong, 
Winfield  S.  Bell,  Charles  J.  Baker,  Charles  E.  Cooper,  David  J. 
Davis,  Peter  K.  Filbert,  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  Henry  L.  Moore,  Wayne 
J.  Pennel,  William  J.  Poschmann,  William  F.  Shay,  John  B.  Sprenkel, 
Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  Allan  W.  Urmson,  George  W.  Vernes. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Companions  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Edward 
B.  Spencer,  William  B.  Meredith. 

Grand  Representatives 

Comp.  Samuel  Shaw,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Frank  P.  Mason,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina. 

“  Carl  S.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  150,  152,  161,  163,  169,  170,  171,  175,  176, 
177,  183,  185,  189,  190,  196,  197,  198,  199,  201,  202,  208,  217,  219,  226,  232, 
233,  234,  236,  237,  240,  243,  245,  246,  247,  248,  250,  251,  256,  257,’ 258,  262, 
266,  267,  271,  277,  278,  283,  284,  286,  291,  292,  (56  Chapters).  (124  mem¬ 
bers).  (35  visitors). 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Annual  Grand  Communication 
held  on  St.  John’s  Day,  Monday,  December  27,  1909, 
were  read  and  approved. 

Copy  of  proposed  By-Laws  from  Chapter  No.  191,  and 
copies  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from  Chap¬ 
ters  Nos.  91,  162,  167,  195,  244,  245,  286  and  287  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 

QUARTERLY  REPORT 

Philadelphia,  March  j,  igio. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of  The  Grand 
Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance -respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  books  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  from  November  24,  1909,  to  February  10,1910,  and 
find  them  correct,  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, . $  9,116  00 

Interest .  7875 

Bell  Telephone  Co.  Rebate .  42  60 

“  Warrant  . 100  00 

Constitutions  >. .  4  00 

San  Francisco  Fund .  1,389  97 


Total .  $10,731  32 

All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
his  receipt  taken  therefor. 

To  which  add  cash  on  hand  November  24,  1909,  .  .  $1,916  28 


Total .  $12,647  60 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  High  Priest, . $  750  00 

D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, .  1,211  47 

Masonic  Home  donation, .  1,000  00 

Salaries, .  862  50 

Clothing  and  Furniture, .  94  05 

Printing,  postage  and  stationery, .  24  40 

Telephone, .  24  85 

Treasurer’s  Bond, .  20  00 

Instruction  expenses .  10  80 

Charity  and  Emergency  Relief  Fund, .  1,420  00 


Total .  $5,418  07 

Balance .  7,229  53 


$12,647  60 
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Your  Committee  recommends  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $400 
be  made  for  new  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  offer  the 
following: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  be,  and  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  for  $400,  or  so  much  of  same  as  necessary,  for 
the  purpose  stated  in  the  recommendation. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  MucklE, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 
John  A.  Perry, 

Daniel  Baird, 

Committee  on  Finance. 

It  was  on  motion,  Resolved,  that  the  resolution 
attached  to  the  above  report  be  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  the  Resolutions  at¬ 
tached  thereto  were  adopted. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  j,  igio. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania: 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to  them 
and  offer  the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  91,  162,  167,  195,  244,  245  and  287  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
286  be  amended  by  striking  out  of  Article  IV,  Section  3,  the  words  “Faithful 
performance  of  his  duties,”  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  “due  per¬ 
formance  of  his  trust,”  and  that  as  so  amended  it  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  191' be  referred  back 
to  the  Chapter  and  that  the  Chapter  be  directed  to  adopt  a  code  of  By-Laws 
in  conformity  with  the  form  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

Henry  W.  Smith, 

William  A.  Rhoads, 

Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  presented 
the  following  report: 

Philadelphia,  March  j,  igio. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Etc. 

Dear  Sir  and  Companion: — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing, 
begs  leave  to  report  that  bids  for  printing  and  publishing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  for  the  year  1909  were  asked  from 
several  reputable  firms,  and  the  contract  was  awarded  the  lowest  bidder, 
Williams  &  Marcus  Company. 

The  work  is  now  being  printed  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
and  will  be  distributed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Louis  M.  Wagner,  Chm., 
James  W.  R.  Washington, 
Alexander  McCune, 

>  7 

Frank  E.  Townsend, 

Murray  Gorgas, 

Committee. 

GeneraljReturns  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos.  3, 
21,  91,  150,  152,  162,  163,  164,  166,  167,  170,  171,  172, 
173,  174,  176,  177,  178,  179,  180,  181,  185,  186,  187, 

191,  192,  196,  197,  200,  203,  205,  206,  208,  210,  212, 

215,  216,  217,  218,  220,  221,  222,  224,  225,  226,  227, 

230,  232,  233,  234,  235,  239,  242,  244,  245,  246,  247, 

249,  251,  252,  255,  257,  261,  262,  263,  266,  268,  269, 

272,  273,  274,  275,  276,  278,  280,  281,  285,  286,  288, 

289,  290,  291,  292,  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered 
and  filed. 

The  following  resolution  in  writing,  offered  by  Com¬ 
panions  Robert  Miller,  Jr.,  and  Charles  S.  Wood,  to 
wit:  Resolved ,  That  Article  18  of  the  Constitution  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  section,  as  follows: 

Sec.  9.  Any  Companion  in  arrears  to  his  Chapter 
for  two  or  more  years’  dues  shall  have  no  voice  in  the 
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discussion  of  the  question  of  remittance  of  dues  or  sus¬ 
pension  of  a  Companion  for  the  non-payment  of  dues; 
and  he  shall  have  no  vote  on  motions  to  remit  dues  or 
on  motions  to  suspend  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

Missives  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

From  M.  E.  Companion  George  W.  Ball,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Iowa,  appointing  Companion  John  A.  Perry  as 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  near  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion  Companion  John  A.  Perry  was  received 
and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

From  M.  E.  Companion  William  B.  King,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Maryland,  appointing  M.  E.  Companion  J.  Henry 
Williams,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  as  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Maryland  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  M.  E.  Companion  J.  Henry  Williams 
was  received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

From  M.  E.  Companion  Kenton  N.  Harper,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  appointing  Companion 
Franklin  P.  Mason  as  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  near  this  Grand 
Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Franklin  P.  Mason  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 
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From  M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Dana  Burrage, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Massachusetts,  appointing  Companion  Martin  L. 
Shaffner  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Massachusetts,  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Martin  L.  Shaffner  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Chapter  No. 
242  asking  permission  to  receive  a  fourth  Petition  from 
Brother  ,  who  was  thrice 

rejected  in  Chapter  No.  242;  whereupon  it  was,  on 
motion,  Resolved ,  That  permission  be  granted  under  the 
usual  restrictions. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Companions,  as 
follows : 

M.  E.  Companion  C.  Stewart  Ells,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  State  of  Iowa.  Died  November,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Leonard  Warren  Gammons, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  North  Dakota.  Died  December  17, 

1909. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “ called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened,  and 
the  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  exemplified  by 
the  officers  of  Melita  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  284. 
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The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  twenty  minutes  P.  M. 


Charles  Cary, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
JUNE  2,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 


PRESENT : 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  . 

“  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  .  . 

“  George  B.  Wells,  .... 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  P.G.H.P., 
Stockton  Bates,  .  Acting 
Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.  D., 

“  Samuel  Laughlin,  .  . 

“  J.  Waelder  McMullen, 

“  S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 

“  Frank  W.  Martenis, 

“  Daniel  J.  Bishop, 

“  August  P.  Kunzig, 

“  Charles  S.  Bair, 

William  F.  Shay, 

“  Joseph  E.  Quinby, 

“  Francis  J.  Callahan, 

John  H-.  Me  Nelly,  . 


as 


as 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E'.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Charles  J.  Baker, 
Wayne  J.  Pennell,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Henry  L.  Moore,  Peter  K.  Fil¬ 
bert,  William  F.  Shay,  Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  Porter 
W.  Lowry,  Winfield  S.  Bell,  John  A.  Armstrong,  Charles  E.  Cooper. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Edward  B.  Spencer,  J.  Henry 
Williams,  William  B.  Meredith. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Samuel  Shaw,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  169,  175,  176,  177,  182,  183,  189,  190, 
195,  196,  197,  198,  199,  201,  202,  208,  219,  226,  228,  232,  233,  234,  236,  237, 
240,  243,  245,  246,  248,  250,  251,  252,  256,  257,  258,  262,  266,  267,  270,  271, 
273,  275,  277,  283,  284,  291.  (52  Chapters.)  (131  members.)  (30  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  March  4,  1909,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  in  a  very  touching 
manner  announced  the  death  of  District  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  Companion  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of 
Huntingdon. 

Copies  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from 
Chapters  Nos.  174,  178,  183,  205,  220,  267  and  286  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows: 

Philadelphia,  June  2,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 

To  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  and 
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the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  from  February  10,  1910,  to  May  24, 
1910,  and  find  them  correct,  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters .  .  $  663  05 

Interest  on  deposits,  $53.42;  and  on  investments, 

$500.00  553  42 

Certificates .  6  00 

Constitutions .  1  00 

Dispensations .  1  00 

Dues  Henry  A.  Thompson,  Girard  R.  A.  Chapter 

No.  213 .  10  00 


A  TOTAL  of . $1,234  47 

all  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer 
and  his  receipt  taken  therefor. 

To  which  add  cash  -on  hand  February  10,  1910,  .  $7,229  53 


Making  a  total  of .  $8,464  00 

%  • 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries . $  362  50 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery .  27859 

Telephone; .  25  45 

Investment,  $1,000.00,  Borough  of  Sheraden,  All.  Co.,  1,050  76 


Total . $1,717  30 

To  which  add  balance  on  hand  May  24,  1910,  .  .  6,746  70 


$8,464  00 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  * 

M.  Richards  Mucklf:, 

•  John  A.  Perry, 

William  M.  Donaldson. 
Daniel  Baird, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received  and  the  Resolutions  at¬ 
tached  thereto  were  adopted: 
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Philadelphia,  June  2 ,  igio. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  has  examined  the  Amend¬ 
ments  to  By-Laws  referred  to  it  and  offers  the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  178  and  205  be  returned  to  the  Chapters,  for  the  reasons  noted  on  the 
copies. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
Nos.  174,  220,  267  and  286  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  of  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapter 
No.  183,  the  Amendments  to  Article  II,  Section  1;  to  Article  VI,  to  Article 
IX,  Section  1,  and  to  Article  VII,  Section  2,  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 
Henry  W.  Smith, 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

E.  Marshall  Harvey, 
William  A.  Rhoads. 

Committee. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos. 
172,  175,  194  and  Mark  Lodge  No.  216. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Companions 
as  follows: 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Hugh  Stephens,  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  of  State  of  Florida.  Died  November  13, 
1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  T.  Chamberlain,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi. 
Died  October  20,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  Jacob  Kirkner,  Past  Grand  High 
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Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
New  Jersey.  Died  December  14,  1909. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Alexander  Bares  Jones, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Mississippi,  R.  A.  M.  Died  January  13,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  Blinn  Converse,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Minnesota.  Died  March  11,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  Benjamin  Porter,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Michigan.  Died  March  13,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  W.  K.  Ramsey,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Arkansas.  Died  March  18,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Berry  Grimes,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
the  State  of  Illinois.  Died  April  10,  1910. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Companion  Henry  M .  Kinsel,  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  as  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  for  the 
Counties  of  Bedford,  Blair,  Cambria,  Fulton,  Hunting¬ 
don  and  Mifflin,  vice  Companion  Martin  L.  Shaffner, 
deceased. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “ called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s 
Degree. 
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A  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
opened  and  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master 
Mason  was  exemplified  by  Companion  Benjamin 
Biswanger,  King  of  Tristram  B.  Freeman  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  No.  243,  assisted  by  the  members  of  the 
Chapter. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  11  called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  P.  M. 


Charles  Cary, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
SEPTEMBER  8,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 


present: 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  .  M.  E. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  .  .  M.  E. 

George  B.  Wells,  .  ...  M.  E. 

Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  Acting  M.  E. 

9 

Stockton  Bates,  .  Acting  M.  E. 
Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege,  .  .  Grand 

Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,D.D. 

Grand 

Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.D.,  Grand 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond,  .  .  Grand 

Samuel  Laughlin,  ....  Grand 
J.  Waelder  McMullen,  .  .  Grand 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  .  .  .  Grand 

Frank  W.  Martenis,  .  .  .  Grand 

John  A.  Armstrong,  .  .  as  Grand 

August  P.  Kunzig,  ....  Grand 
Charles  S.  Bair,  ....  Grand 
William  F.  Shay,  ...  as  Senior 
Joseph  E.  Quinby,  ....  Junior 
Francis  J.  Callahan,  .  .  .  Grand 

John  H.  McNelly,  ....  Grand 


Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  King. 

Grand  Scribe. 

Grand  Treasurer. 

Grand  Secretary. 

Chaplain. 

N 

Chaplain. 

Chaplain. 

Chaplain. 

Captain  of  the  Host. 

Principal  Sojourner. 

Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Marshal. 

Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Pursuivant. 

Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Charles  J.  Baker, 
John  B.  Sprenkel,  Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  Wayne  J.  Pennell,  Henry  L. 
Moore,  Peter  K.  Filbert,  William  F.  Shay,  George  W.  Vernes,  Henry 
M.  Kinsel,  William  J.  Poschmann,  John  A.  Armstrong,  Allan  W. 
Urmson,  Peter  Barkey,  Charles  E.  Cooper. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Hibbert  P.  John,  Ezra  S.  Bart¬ 
lett,  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  William  B.  Meredith. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Samuel  Shaw,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Franklin  P.  Mason,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 
Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 
Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Peter  Barkey,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

Samuel  Laughlin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington. 


Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  161,  163,  169,  170,  175,  182,  183,  190, 

196,  197,  198,  199,  201,  208,  215,  217,  220,  222,  232,  233,  234,  236,  237,  240, 

243,  245,  246,  247,  249,  250,  251,  255,  256,  261,  262,  266,  267,  270,  271,  275, 

283,  284,  291,  292.  (50  Chapters.)  (92  members.)  (23  visitors.) 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  June  2,  1910,  were  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to 
By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapters  No.  292,  and 
Nos.  178,  205  and  212,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  By-Laws. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following 

QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

Philadelphia,  September  2,  igio. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  and 
the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  from  May  24,  1910,  to  September  1, 
1910,  and  find  them  correct,  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, . $  413  95 

Interest  on  Investments, .  178  75 

Certificates, .  12  00 

Dispensations, .  2  00 


Total, .  $  606  70 

All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
his  receipt  taken  therefor. 

To  which  add  balance  cash  on  hand  May  24,  1910,  $6,746  70 


Making  a  Total  of .  $7,353  40 


EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . $1,250  00 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, .  762  26 

Salaries, .  1,362  50 

Expenses  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  .  .  72  25 

Clothing, .  374  30 

Telephone  service, .  25  05 

Expenses  Instruction  in  the  Work, .  4  58 


Total, . $3,850  94 

To  which  add  balance  on  hand  September  1,  1910,  3,502  46 


$7,353  40 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 
John  A.  Perry, 

Daniel  Baird, 

Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  Resolutions 
attached  thereto  were,  on  motion  duly  made  and  sec¬ 
onded,  adopted. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  September  8,  iqio. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the  proposed 
amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos.  178,  205,  212,  and  proposed 
By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  292,  and  respectfully  offers  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  Nos. 
178,  205  and  212,  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  292  be  amended  as 
follows: 

Article  III,  Section  4,  by  striking  out  the  proposed  section  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Article  IV,  Section  5,  by  striking  out  the  word  “paraphernalia”  and  insert¬ 
ing  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “clothing.” 

And  as  so  amended  the  same  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

William  A.  Rhoads, 

Committee  on  By-Laws. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following 
Report: 

Philadelphia,  September  8,  A.  D.  iqio. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging. 

Companions: — The  Grand  Secretary  presents  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Work  and  Membership  of  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction 
for  the  year  ending  on  December  27,  1909,  as  follows: 
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CHAPTERS. 

Membership,  December  27,  1908,  as  per  last  report,  .  .  .  29,594 

Admitted  during  the  year  1909, .  184 

Restored  to  Membership,  .......  62 

Marked,  etc.,  . ' .  1,824  2,070 


Total, . 7  .  .  .  31,664 

Deduct. 

Died  during  the  year  1909, .  471 

Resigned  or  Membership  ceased, .  242 

Suspended  or  expelled, .  246  959 


Membership,  December  27,  1908,  per  returns  , .  30,705 

A  net  gain  of .  1,111 

Rejected  during  1909, .  86 

Restored  to  G.  M.  S., .  14 

MARK  LODGES.  ' 

Membership,  December  27,  1908, .  486 

Marked, .  1 


487 

Deduct. 

Died  during  the  year  1909, . .  37 


Membership,  December  27,  1909,  per  returns, .  450 

Number  of  Chapters,  December  27,  1908, .  133 

Number  of  Mark  Lodges, .  3 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

Charles  Cary, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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STATISTICS. 

From  General  Returns  of  Chapters  to  December  27, 
1909. 


No. 

Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb 

3 

Jerusalem,  .... 

42 

5 

5 

3 

1 

600 

21 

Perseverance,  .  .  . 

21 

2 

4 

1 

265 

43 

24 

5 

1 

324 

52 

Harmony,  .... 

52 

9 

26 

9 

7 

1,233 

91 

Columbia,  .... 

29 

3 

23 

4 

3 

694 

150 

Washington,  .  .  . 

5 

7 

2 

1 

10 

.257 

152 

Reading,  .... 

14 

2 

7 

1 

244 

159 

Schuylkill,  .... 

4 

2 

46 

161 

Union, . 

14 

1 

3 

10 

235 

162 

Zerubbabel, .... 

45 

1 

19 

2 

11 

1,130 

163 

LaFayette,  .... 

13 

1 

130 

164 

Brownsville,  .  .  . 

8 

3 

1 

1 

148 

165 

Union, . 

7 

5 

2 

14 

207 

166 

Mount  Moriah,  .  . 

8 

1 

2 

1 

5 

101 

167 

Eureka, . 

7 

2 

3 

9 

140 

169 

Philadelphia,  .  .  . 

4 

1 

2 

5 

275 

170 

Delta, . 

20 

6 

2 

6 

340 

171 

St.  John’s,  .... 

4 

3 

1 

121 

172 

Temple, . 

6 

8 

1 

113 

173 

Easton, . 

17 

6 

2 

285 

174 

Northumberland,  . 

10 

1 

1 

116 

175 

Keystone, . 

34 

4 

15 

5 

1 

587 

176 

George  Washington,  . 

3 

1 

2 

114 

177 

Tamaqua,  .... 

5 

1 

67 

178 

Catawissa,  .... 

1 

35 

179 

Eureka, . 

9 

4 

155 

180 

Warren, . 

9 

2 

1 

40 

181 

Lilly . 

9 

2 

135 

182 

Shekinah,  .... 

12 

9 

5 

1 

14 

376 

183 

Oriental,  .... 

43 

1 

27 

6 

1 

1,191 

185 

Lackawanna,  .  . 

17 

3 

7 

1 

454 

186 

Lewistown,  .... 

6 

1 

101 

187 

Oriental,  .... 

3 

1 

1 

92 

189 

Mountain,  .... 

8 

1 

352 

190 

Norristown,  .  .  . 

17 

1 

6 

403 

191 

Solomon,  .... 

7 

96 
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No. 

Name 

Marked  Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

192 

Urania,  .  . 

#  . 

8 

4 

3 

1 

314 

193 

Duquesne,  . 

• 

23 

7 

2 

5 

877 

194 

Tioga,  .  . 

• 

3 

V 

,  2 

67 

195 

Portage, 

• 

5 

4 

1 

196 

196 

Mountain  City, 

12 

. 

4 

162 

197 

Weidle,  .  . 

•  • 

11 

“4 

149 

198 

Phoenix,  . 

•  • 

12 

3 

2 

228 

199 

Howell,  . 

a  • 

10 

3 

2 

1 

239 

200 

Columbus,  . 

•  • 

5 

2 

3 

1 

95 

201 

Standing  Stone,  . 

5 

2 

101 

202 

Howell,  .  . 

•  • 

14 

1 

2 

128 

203 

Allen,  .  . 

•  • 

13 

5 

6 

279 

204 

Anthony  Wayne,  . 

8 

1 

81 

205 

Factoryville, 

• 

4 

1 

1 

75 

206 

Harmony,  . 

• 

'20 

1 

1 

167 

207 

Aaron,  .  . 

•  • 

13 

1 

69 

208 

Germantown, 

•  . 

16 

3 

2 

4 

291 

209 

Samuel  C.  Perkins 

2 

1 

75 

210 

Great  Bend, 

•  • 

2 

3 

34 

211 

Venango, 

•  • 

15 

2 

3 

1 

225 

212 

Mound,  .  . 

•  • 

10 

2 

3 

1 

170 

214 

Valley,  .  . 

• 

2 

83 

215 

Temple,  . 

• 

22 

5 

4 

5 

1 

335 

216 

Zinzendorf,  . 

• 

3 

1 

47 

2 

100 

217 

Allegheny,  . 

•  • 

43 

3 

14 

1 

5 

775 

218 

Bloom  sburg, 

• 

3 

1 

87 

219 

Griscom, 

• 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

101 

220 

Fort  Washington, 

17 

2 

1 

63 

221 

Tremont, 

•  • 

5 

1 

1 

82 

222 

Lycoming,  . 

•  • 

23 

5 

3 

388 

223 

Oxford,  . 

•  . 

7 

1 

1 

2 

105 

224 

Corinthian, 

•  . 

11 

6 

127 

225 

Jefferson, 

• 

9 

2 

264 

226 

Siloam,  . 

• 

31 

10 

3 

260 

227 

Emporium,  . 

• 

6 

2 

1 

2 

96 

228 

Clearfield,  . 

•  • 

11 

1 

8 

176 

230 

Elk,  .  .  . 

•  • 

8 

1 

1 

6 

137 

232 

St.  John, 

. 

14 

4 

6 

3 

283 

233 

Kensington, 

• 

26 

2 

11 

3 

1 

534 

234 

Media, 

•  • 

10 

2 

1 

1 

109 

235 

Occidental,  . 

12 

2 

3 

2 

155 

236 

Oil  City, 

•  . 

16 

3 

1 

231 

24 

No. 

237 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

243 

244 

245 

246 

247 

248 

249 

250 

251 

252 

254 

255 

256 

257 

258 

259 

260 

261 

262 

263 

264 

265 

266 

267 

268 

269 

270 

271 

272 

273 

274 

275 

276 

277 

278 

279 


MB. 

458 

61 

81 

558 

96 

158 

780 

183 

108 

133 

248 

287 

199 

351 

216 

97 

37 

82 

596 

590 

360 

168 

287 

66 

200 

77 

143 

36 

101 

153 

490 

33 

115 

158 

81 

214 

94 

57 

73 

159 

134 
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Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp 

Excelsior, 

20 

6 

6 

2 

3 

Newport, 

1 

Danville, 

1 

1 

Palestine, 

24 

4 

10 

3 

8 

Bellefonte,  . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Pittston, 

19 

1 

1 

1 

T.  B.  Freeman, 

35 

1 

25 

3 

5 

Norman, 

7 

1 

1 

Abington, 

19 

Warrior  Run,  . 

15 

Orient,  .... 

5 

5 

2 

1 

Temple,  .... 

15 

1 

5 

4 

5 

Monongahela,  . 

11 

3 

1 

Corinthian, 

17 

9 

2 

Signet,  .... 

19 

5 

4 

5 

1 

Mizpah,  .... 

2 

Arnold,  .... 

1 

1 

Bedford,  .  .  . 

4 

2 

University,  . 

62 

9 

5 

3 

8 

Shiloh,  .... 

9 

7 

4 

Chester,  .... 

24 

5 

4 

7 

Eden,  .... 

8 

3 

Bradford, 

5 

4 

4 

3 

4 

Troy,  .... 

3 

1 

Montgomery,  . 

19 

4 

2 

5 

Coudersport, 

10 

2 

2 

Shamokin,  . 

12 

3 

1 

Westfield, 

1 

1 

2 

Good  Samaritan,  . 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Coatesville,  .  . 

14 

5 

1 

Pittsburgh,  . 

30 

3 

6 

3 

2 

Ulysses,  .... 

1 

5 

Doylestown, 

7 

4 

1 

1 

Pottstown,  . 

11 

1 

1 

2 

Hebron,  .... 

2 

Butler,  .... 

19 

2 

1 

2 

Bangor,  .... 

12 

Kennett, 

6 

1 

The  Susquehanna, 

2 

2 

1 

Hazleton, 

10 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Catasauqua, 

12 

3 

20 

4 

Kane,  .... 

13 

2 

2 

3 

3 
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No. 

Name 

Marked  Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

280 

Cyrus, 

...  23 

2 

2 

5 

270 

281 

Monroe,  . 

...  5 

2 

3 

108 

282 

McKeesport, 

...  33 

2  * 

6 

1 

5 

428 

283 

Connellsville, 

...  5 

2 

• 

4 

123 

284 

Melita,  . 

...  52 

3 

2 

4 

487 

285 

Wilkinsburg, 

...  32 

3 

.  .1 

4 

14 

263 

286 

Bellevue, 

...  27 

204 

287 

Nanticoke,  . 

...  1 

1 

31 

288 

Mizpeh,  .  . 

...  20 

168 

289 

Valley,  .  . 

...  21 

1 

1 

102 

290 

Monessen,  . 

...  47 

2 

102 

291 

Ezra  . 

...  21 

52 

1 

72 

292 

Slatington  . 

31 

31 

Totals,  . 

.  .  .  1,824 

246 

471 

242 

246 

30,705 

A  petition  was  received  from  a  number  (37)  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be 
held  at  Athens  Borough,  Bradford  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  to  be  called  Amity  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No. 

On  motion,  duly  made  and  seconded,  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Grand  Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

Missives  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

From  M.  E.  Companion  Stuart  J.  Horn*  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware,  appoint¬ 
ing  Companion  Fred  Paul  Sher,  as  Representative  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware,  near  this  Grand 
Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Fred  Paul  Sher  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

From  M.  E.  Companion  Abraham  L.  Miller,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington,  ap- 
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pointing  Companion  Samuel  Laughlin  as  Representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington  near  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Samuel  Laughlin  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

From  R.  E.  Companion  Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Wyoming,  enclosing  commission  appointing  Companion 
Winfield  S.  Bell  as  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Wyoming,  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Winfield  S.  Bell  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

From  R.  E.  Companion  J.  Gilman  Waite,  Grand 
Secretary,  enclosing  Commission  from  M.  E.  Compan¬ 
ion  Charles  Dana  Burrage,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  appoint¬ 
ing  Companion  Charles  E.  Cooper  as  Representative 
of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts, 
near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Charles  E.  Cooper  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

From  M.  E.  Companion  William  E.  Gantt,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina, 
appointing  Companion  A.  Howard  Thomas  as  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina,  near 
this  Grand  Chapter. 
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On  motion  Companion  A.  Howard  Thomas  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

A  fraternal  communication  was- received  from  Com- 
panion  William  J.  Hughan,  Torquay,  England,  under 
date  of  June  15,  1910,  which  was  read  in  open  Grand 
Chapter  and  ordered  published  with  the  proceedings. 
Companion  Hughan  has  been  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Mark  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  and  Wales,  since  1871. 

Torquay,  England, 

A  15-VI-10. 

CHARLES  CARY,  Esq., 

Masonic  Temple, 

Philadelphia,  Penn  a., 

U.  S.  America. 

Dear  Companion  Cary: — 

Many  thanks  for  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chap,  of  R.  A.  Masons 
Penna.  I  always  enjoy  the  perusal  of  this  welcome  Annual,  and  am  delighted 
to  see  how  the  Grand  Chapter  continues  to  be  so  prosperous.  Too  much 
attention  cannot  be  bestowed  on  the  Mark  Degree,  and  the  registration  of  the 
Mark  should  be  always  carefully  made  for  each  candidate. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  always  interests  me  (p.124).  In  the  Prov¬ 
inces  we  meet  happily  in  our  own  Masonic  halls,  as  a  rule;  to  assemble  in  a 
hotel  or  tavern  is  most  unusual.  In  London,  however,  there  are  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  so  doing,  especially  because  so  many  of  the  brethren  come  from 
long  distances  and  need  refreshment.  We  have  many  Temperance  Lodges 
now,  and  they  are  doing  very  good  work.  No  intoxicating  liquors  are  allowed 
on  the  refreshment  table  or  in  connection  with  the  Lodge,  in  any  way,  but 
members  are  not  always  required  to  be  total  abstainers. 

P.  140.  Pleased  you  give  the  late  Bro.  Nickerson’s  address  on  early 
Freemasonry  in  America.  Pennsylvania  is  earliest  known  in  America  as  to 
“Time  Immemorial  Freemasonry,”  and  that  of  Massachusetts  had  the  first 
Lodge  started  under  the  wing  of  a  Grand  Lodge.  We  know  not  under  what 
authority  the  Lodge  in  Philadelphia  was  formed,  but  possibly  a  number  of 
brethren  started  it  on  their  own  account. 

The  second  edition  of  my  “Origin  of  the  English  Rite”  (a  copy  of  which  I 
presented  to  your  Grand  Lodge  Library)  gives  a  number  £>f  facts  as  to  Masonic 
Degrees,  and  dates  back  the  2d  and  3d  earlier  than  at  p.  255. 
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The  “Ancients”  were  formed  in  l75i,  not  I75j,  and  Bro.  H.  Sadler  has 
proved  the  originators  of  that  rival  Body  were  not  clandestine.  Ramsay  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  R.  Arch,  or  any  other  degrees,  so  far  as  we  know,  and 
the  R.  A.  was  at  work  long  before  the  “Ancients”  started. 

I  believe  the  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  3,  Philadelphia,  is  the  oldest  existing  of  its 
kind,  as  a  continuous  working  body. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  still  continue  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  Mark  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales, 
and  have  so  acted  from  1871.  The  Mark  Degree  is  most  popular  in  this 
country. 

With  best  wishes, 

Believe  me, 

Yours  fraternally, 

William  J.  Hughan. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Companions, 
as  follows: 

M.  E.  Companion  Franklin  Henry  Day,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  California.  Died  March  16,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  Henry  Kenyon,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Rhode  Island.  Died  May  7,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Alexander  Clenden- 
*  ning,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Tennessee.  Died  May  19,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  M.  Pearson,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the 
State  of  Illinois.  Died  June  4,  1910. 

Companion  Elmer  E.  Reeves,  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Host  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of 
Indiana.  Died*  July  13,  1910. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Henry  Warren  .Rugg,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Rhode  Island.  Died  July  21,  1910. 

4 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  opened  and 
the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  was  exemplified  by 
M.  E.  Companion  Ellsworth  W.  Van  Deusen,  High 
Priest  of  Oriental  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  183,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  elective  and  appointed  officers  of  that 
Chapter. 

> 

The  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  closed. 

v 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  thirty-five  minutes  P.  M. 

Charles  Cary, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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* 

QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
DECEMBER  8,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 


present: 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  ..  .  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

George  B.  Wells,  .  ...  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Stockton  Bates,  .  .  Acting  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,D.D., 


Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond,  .  . 

Samuel  Laughlin,  .... 
J.  Waelder  McMullen,  .  . 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  .  .  . 

Frank  W.  Martensis,  .  . 

David  Carlin,  .  .  .  .  -  . 

August  P.  Kunzig,  .... 
Charles  S.  Bair,  .... 
John  W.  Lansinger,  .  .  . 

Joseph  E.  Quinby,  .... 
Francis  J.  Callahan,  .  .  . 

John  H.  McNelly,  .... 


Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Charles  J.  Baker, 
Wayne  J.  Pennell,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  David  J. 
Davis,  Henry  L.  Moore,  Peter  K.  Filbert,  William  F.  Shay,  Arthur 
W.  Gillan,  Henry  M.  Kinsel,  George  W.  Vernes,  William  K.  Reed, 
Lyman  M.  Finney,  Porter  W.  Lowry,  William  J.  Poschmann,  John  A. 
Armstrong,  Allan  W.  Urmson,  Peter  Barkey,  Charles  E.  Cooper. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Companions  Hibbert  P.  John,  George 
W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Edward  B.  Spencer,  Henry  Oscar 
Kline,  J.  Henry  Williams,  William  B.  Meredith. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Samuel  Shaw,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Franklin. P.  Mason,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
Fred  Paul  Sher,  of  Grand  Chapter  of-  Delaware. 

“  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

John  A.  Perry,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
William  L.  Gorgas,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 
Isaac  N.  Grubb,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada. 

Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire, 
d  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of.  Oregon. 

John  McKain,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 
Peter  Barkey,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Thomas  A.  Kershaw,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

John  C.  Wallace,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 


Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  150,  152,  159,  161,  162,  163,  164,  165,  166, 
167,  169,  170,  171,  172,  174,  175,  176,  177,  178,  181,  182,  183,  185,  186,  189, 

190,  192,  193,  195,  196,  197,  198,  199,  200,  201,  202,  203,  204,  206,  208,  211, 

212,  214,  215,  216,  217,  219,  222,  224,  225,  226,  228,  230,  232,  233,  234,  235, 

236,  237,  238,  239,  240,  242,  243,  244,  245,  246,  247,  248,  249,  250,  251,  252, 

254,  255,  256,  257,  258,  260,  261,  262,  263,  264,  266,  267,  268,  269,  270,  271, 

273,  275,  276,  277,  278,  280,  281,-282,  284,  285,  286,  288,  289,  290,  291.  (110 

Chapters.)  (263  members.) 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
two  o’clock  p.  M.' 
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The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  September  8,  1910,  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By- 
Laws  from  Chapters  Nos.  176,  191  and  242  and  Nos.  3 
189,  195  and  264,  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Trustees  made  the  following  report  which  was 
received  and  ordered  spread  in  full  upon  the  minutes: 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  December  8,  igio. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Chapter  present  this,  their 
Second  Annual  Report: 


PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT. 

Consisting  of  the  following  securities: 

One  (1)  $1000  Certificate  No.  91,  Series  J,  City  of  Philadelphia 
3  per  cent.  Loan  of  1893,  Principal  due  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1912,  interest  due  January  1  and  July  1,  $  1,000  00 

One  (1)  $1000  Certificate  No.  352,  Series  M,  City  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  3  per  cent.  Loan  of  1893,  Principal  due 
December  31,  1917,  interest  due  January  1  and 
July  1,  1,000  00 

One  (1)  $500  Certificate  No.  251,  Series  E,  City  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  3  per  cent.  Loan  of  1898,  Principal  due 
December  31,  1912,  interest  due  January  1  and 
July  1,  500  00 


Forward 


$2,500  00 
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Over . 

One  (1)  $1000  Certificate  No.  550,  Series  G,  City  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  3  per  cent  Loan  of  1898,  Principal  due 
December  31,  1914,  interest  due  January  1  and 

July  1, 

One  (1)  $1000  Certificate  No.  317,  School,  City  of-  Philadelphia 
3p 2  per  cent.  Loan  of  1902,  Principal  due  July  1, 
1932,  interest  due  January  1  and  July  1, 

One  (1)  $500  Certificate  No.  321,  School,  City  of  Philadelphia 
3V2  per  cent.  Loan  of  1904,  Principal  due  July 
1,  1934,  interest  due  January  1,  and  July  1, 

Five  (5)  $1000  Electric  and  Peoples  Stock  Trust  Certificates 
4  percent.,  Nos.  A9448-9449-945  0-9451  and 
9452,  Principal  due  1945,  interest  due  April  1 
and  October  1, 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Pennsylvania  Gold  Loan  4  per  cent., 
Nos.  5976-5977-5978-5979  and  59''80,  Principal 
due  April  1,  1931,  interest  due  April  1  and 
October  1, 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Reading  Company  Jersey  Central  Col¬ 
lateral  Gold  4  per  cent.,  Nos.  19953,  19954, 
19955,  19956  and  19957,  Principal  due  April  1, 
1951,  interest  due  April  1,  and  October  1, 

Two  (2)  $1000  Bonds,  Market  Street  Elevated  Passenger  Rail¬ 
way,  Gold  4  per  cent.,  Nos.  8630  and  8897, 
Principal  due  May  1,  1955,  interest  due  May  1 
and  November  1, 

Three  (3)  $1000  Bonds,  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  Gold, 
4  per  cent.,  Nos.  53232,  53233,  and  59829,  Prin¬ 
cipal  due  May  1,  1948,  interest  due  May  1  and 
November  1, 

Five  (5)  $1000  Bonds,  Reading  Company,  General  Mortgage, 
4  per  cent.,  Nos.  M32555,  32556,  42522,  47884 
and  62867,  Principal  due  January  1,  1997, 
interest  due  January  1  and  July  1, 


$2,500  00 


1,000  00 


1,000  00 


500  00 


5,000  00 


5,000  00 


$  5,000  00 


2,000  00 


3,000  00 


5,000  00 


Forward 


$30,000  00 
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Over .  $30,000  00 

One  (1)  $1000  Bond,  Borough  of  Sheraden,  Allegheny  County, 

5  per  cent.,  No.  5  Funding  Bond,  Series  H,  Prin¬ 
cipal  due  November  1,  1917,  interest  due  May  1 
and  November  1,  (Principal  Registered),  1,000  00 


Making  total  par  value .  $31,000  00 

INCOME  ACCOUNT. 

igio 

January  25,  Check,  City  Loan  3  per  cent.  $3,500,  $52.50; 

3  per  cent.  $1,500,  $26.25,  $  78  75 

March  15,  Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Reading  General  4s, 

due  January  1,  1910,  100  00 

31,  Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Reading  Company, 

J.  C.  Collateral,  100  00 

Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Pennsylvania  Com¬ 
pany,  100  00 

April  1,  Check,  Pennsylvania  Company,  Electric  &  Peo¬ 
ples  4s,  100  00 

May  3,  Check,  Pennsylvania  Railroad  4s,  60  00 

5,  Two  (2)  coupons,  $20  each,  Market  Street  Ele¬ 
vated  Railroad,  40  00 

July  1,  Check,  City  Loan  3  per  cent.  $3,500,  $52.50; 

3}/ 2  per  cent.  $1,500,  $26.25,  78  75 

19,  Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Philadelphia  and 

Reading  4s,  100  00 

October  1,  Electric  &  Peoples  4s,  100  00 

18,  Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Pennsylvania  Com¬ 
pany,  due  October  1,  100  00 

Five  (5)  coupons,  $20  each,  Reading  Company, 

due  October  1,  100  00 

Two  (2)  coupons,  $20  each,  Market  Street  Ele¬ 
vated  Railroad,  due  November  1,  40  00 


Forward . .  $1,097  50 
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iqio  Over .  $1,097  50 

One  (1)  coupon,  $25,  The  Borough  of  Sheraden, 

due  November  1,  v  25  00 

4 

November  2,  Check,  Pennsylvania  Railroad  4s,  due  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  60  00 


$  1,182  50 

All  of  which  was  paid  over  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  immediately  upon 
its  collection,  and  his  receipt  taken  therefor. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  Henry  Williams, 
Edward  Perry, 

Charles  Chipman. 

Trustees  of  the  G.  H.  R.  A.  Chapter. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following: 

QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

Philadelphia,  November  25,  iqio. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  books  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  from  September  1,  1910,  to  November  21,  1910,  and 
find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing: 

RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, . $1,695  00 

Interest  on  Investments, .  425  00 

Certificates, .  10  00 

Interest  on  Deposits, .  56  35 

Warrant, . 200  00 


$2,386  35 

To  which  add  balance  September  1,  1910,  .  .  .  3,502  46 


Total, 


$5,888  81 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, . $1,000  00 


Rent  . 1,612  50 

Salaries, .  862  50 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, .  76  04 

Telephone  Service, .  16  60 

v  Expense  Instruction  in  the  Work, .  6  09 


$3,573  73 

To  which  add  Balance  on  November  21,  1910,  .  2,315  08 

$5,888  81 


Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle:, 
W.  M.  Donaldson, 

John  A.  Perry, 

Daniel  Baird, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following: 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Philadelphia,  November  25,  1910. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  reports  that  it  has 
examined  the  Accounts  and  Securities  held  by  the  Trustees,  which  show  an 
invested  fund  of  $31,000.00,  as  fully  set  forth  in  their  Annual  Report  to  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Committee  has  also  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer 
and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1910,  and  find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing, 
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RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, . $11,888  00 

Interest  on  Investments, . 1,182  50 

Interest  on  Deposits, . •  .  109  77 

Certificates, .  28  00 

Dispensations, . .  ~  .  3  00 

Constitutions, .  5  00 

Warrants, .  300  Of 

Refund  from  Telephone  Company, .  42  6l 

San  Francisco  Fund  taken  over  to  General  Account,  1,389  97 
Dues  Henry  A.  Thompson, Girard  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  213  10  00 


$14,958  84 

To  which  add  Balance  November  20,  1909,  .  .  1,916  28 


$16,875  12 

% 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, . $3,000  00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, .  1,283  72 

Rent, .  1,612  50 

Salaries, .  3,450  00 

Expenses  of  Instructors  of  the  Work, .  21  47 

Printing,  Postage,  Stationery  and  Incidentals,  .  .  1,141  29 

The  Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania,  .  1,000  00 

Clothing  and  Furniture, .  468  35 

Telephone  Service, .  91  95 

Treasurer’s  Bond, .  20  00 

Charity  and  Emergency  Fund,  San  Francisco  refund 

and  Interest  paid  over, .  1,420  00 

Investment  $1,000.00  Borough  of  Sheraden,  .  .  .  1,050  76 


$14,560  04 

To  which  add  Balance  November  21,  1910,  .  .  2,315  08 


$16,875  12 
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The  Charity  and  Emergency  Relief  Fund,  as  per  last 


report,  showed  a  balance  of  . $1,420  00 

Accrued  Interest, .  15  15 


Balance  of  this  Fund  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer,  $1,435  15 

The  Committee  presents  the  following  estimates  for  the  year  ending  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  191 1 : 

Balance  on  hand, .  $2,315  08 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, . $12,000  00 

Interest  on  Investments .  1,200  00 

Constitutions,  Dispensations,  etc., .  25  00 

-  13,225  00 


$15,540  08 

EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, . $3,000  00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, .  1,300  00 

Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania, .  1,000  00 

Salaries — M.  E.  Grand  Secretary, .  2,000  00 

— Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  .  1,200  00 

— Grand  Tyler, .  250  00 

Printing,  Postage,  Stationery  and  Incidentals,  .  .  2,100  00 

Expenses  of  Instruction  in  the  Work, .  100  00 

Rent, .  1,650  00 

Clothing  and  Furniture, .  100  00 

Jewel, . 125  00 

Investments, .  2,000  00 

Extra  Appropriation  to  the  present  M.  E.  Grand  High 

Priest, .  250  00 

- $15,075  00 


Estimated  Balance, .  465  08 


The  Committee  offer  the  following  resolution: 

RESOLVED: — That  the  above  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  be  approved  and  that  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be  and  he  is 
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hereby  authorized,  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the 
several  amounts  named  in  the  foregoing  estimates,  as  they  may  become  due 
and  payable. 

v 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

W.  M.  Donaldson, 
John  A.  Perry, 

Daniel  Baird, 

Committee. 


It  was,  on  motion,  resolved  that  the  Resolutions  at¬ 
tached  to  the  above  Report  be  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted: 


Philadelphia,  December  8,  igio. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  has  examined  the  proposed 
Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No.  3,  176,  189,  191,  195,  242  and  264, 
and  respectfully  offer  the  following  resolutions,  viz.: 

Resolved: — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
No.  189,  195  and  264  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  submitted  by  Chapter 
No.  3,  have  inserted  in  Article  XIV  the  words  “with  the  names  of  the  mover 
and  seconder,”  as  noted  in  the  copy,  and  with  this  addition  that  they  be 
approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  new  code  of  By-Laws  submitted  by  Chapter  No.  191, 
be  amended  by  striking  out  in  Article  IV,  Section  6,  the  words  “the  capital 
stock  or  bonds  of  the  Masonic  Building  Association  of  “Meadville,”  and  that 
as  so  amended  the  said  By-Laws  be  approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  code  of  By-Laws  submitted  by  Chapter  No.  242  be 
amended  by  adding  to  Article  IV7,  Section  3,  as  indicated  in  the  copy,  the 
words  “to  be  approved  by  the  Chapter,”  and  by  adding  in  Section  6  of  the 
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same  Article,  as  indicated  in  the  copy  the  words  “they  shall  make  no  invest¬ 
ments  except  in  bonds  and  mortgages  when  the  same  is  a  first  encumbrance, 
bonds  or  loans  of  the  United  States,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  loans  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  or  such  securities  as  are  or  may  be  sanctioned 
by  law  as  a  proper  investment  for  trust  funds”  and  as  so  amended  they  be 
approved. 

Resolved: — That  the  code  of  By-laws  submitted  by  Chapter  No.  176  be 
returned  to  them  with  the  request  to  make  changes  as  indicated  in  the  copy. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

William  A.  Rhoads, 

E.  Marshall  Harvey, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  report: 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  December  8,  iqio. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  beg  leave  to 
report  that  Messrs.  Williams  &  Marcus  Company,  to  whom  was  awarded  the 
contract  for  printing  the  Proceedings  for  1909,  completed  its  contract  to  the 
full  satisfaction  of  the  Committee. 

This  firm  also  received  the  contract  for  printing  the  revised  Constitution 
for  submission  to  the  subordinate  chapters,  but  as  some  amendments  thereto 
have  been  offered,  it  has  been  impossible  to  publish  the  work  until  these  have 
been  acted  upon,  and  the  contractors  have  been  compelled  to  hold  the  matter 
in  abeyance. 

The  expenditure  of  $1,141.29  for  printing,  postage  and  stationery  for  the 
year,  includes  the  cost  of  printing  the  Proceedings  and  their  distribution. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Louis  M.  Wagner,  Chm., 
James  W.  R.  Washington, 
Frank  E.  Townsend, 
Murray  Gorgas, 


Committee. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the 
Constitution  presented  the  following  report: 

i 

Philadelphia,  December  8,  igio. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Revision"  of  the  Constitution,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  revision  of  “Form  for  recording  Minutes”  and  “Form  of 
By-Laws,”  respectfully  submit  for  your  approval  the  following  changes,  and 
recommend  their  adoption: 

Page  6,  second  item,  Form  of  Minutes: — Strike  out  all  after  “vacancy” 
and  insert  “and  the  Committee  shall  report  at  the  next  or  a  subsequent 
Stated  Meeting.” 

Page  6,  third  item: — Strike  out  “Companion  .  ob¬ 

jected”  and  insert  “Objection  was  made.” 

Page  17,  Form  of  By-Laws: — Article  II. — Insert  “Sec.  2.  Extra  Meetings 
are  called  for  Installation  of  Officers,  or  Conferring  Degrees.”  Change 
“Sec.  2.”  to  read  “Sec.  3.”  % 

Page  20,  Art.  IV,  Sec.  6: — Strike  out  “their  successors  and  assigns.” 

Page  18,  Art.  Ill: — Add  new  section  as  follows: — “Sec.  5.  No  visitor 
shall  be  admitted  on  the  night  of  the  annual  election  until  after  the  election 
shall  have  been  concluded  except  Elective  Grand  Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers, 
or  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  District.”  . 

Also  the  following  Amendments  in  “Forms”  as  appear  in  the  Constitution: 

Page  93.  Form  No.  4: — After  “Recommended”  insert  “and  vouched  for 
as  having  “Passed  the  Chair.” 

Page  93.  Form  No.  5: — After  “Recommended”  insert  “and  vouched  for 
as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.” 

Page  106.  Section  VI — third  paragraph: — Strike  out  “three”  before 
“days”  and  insert  “ten.” 

Form  to  be  prepared  for  Dispensation  to  Exalt  a  candidate  before  the 
expiration  of  four  weeks  from  the  time  of  receiving  the  Mark  Degree,  as 
required  by  the  Constitution.  Also  Form  for  Petition  for  same. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  that  he  had 
appointed  Companion  John  W.  Lansinger,  Senior 
Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  in  place  of  Com¬ 
panion  John  Matthews,  deceased;  and  Companion 
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Wesley  R.  Morgan  -on  the  Committee  on  Printing 
and  Publishing  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  that  Committee 
caused  by  the  death  of  Companion  Alexander 
McCune. 

This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
election  of  Grand  Officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
Masonic  year,  beginning  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s 
Day  next,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased  to 
appoint  Tellers,  who,  having  reported,  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  following  named 
Companions  duly  elected: 

Companion  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  .  .  ,M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

George  B.  Wells,  .  ...  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  Winfield  S.  Bell,  .  ...  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  .  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Charles  Cary, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  consideration  of  the  proposed  Amendments  to 
the  Constitution  was  then  taken  up  and  on  motion, 
duly  made  and  seconded,  further  consideration  was  laid 
over  until  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  December, 
1911. 

On  motion  duly  made  and  seconded,  a  Committee  of 
three  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  conditions  said 
to  require  such  investigation,  existing  or  said  to  exist 

in  Chapter  No.  -  and  report  not  later  than  the 

Quarterly  Communication  in  June  next. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  William  B.  Meredith, 
and  Companions  Stockton  Bates  and  Charles  F. 
Wignall  as  such  committee. 
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Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Companions, 
as  follows : 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  John  Kruger,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Michigan.  Died  March  1,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Whipps  Nash,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Minnesota.  Died  August  18,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Frank  Pierce,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  California.  Died  October  3,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Milton  Hodson,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Oregon.  Died  October  9,  1910. 

R.  E.  Companion  Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  R.  E. 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Nevada.  Died  October  22,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  E.  Monell,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 

Masons  of  Kansas.  Died  October  26,  1910. 

• 

M.  E.  Companion  Jacob  Thomas  Barron,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  South  Carolina.  Died  Decem¬ 
ber  16,  1910. 

All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received  the 
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Order  of  High  Priesthood  having  retired,  Companion 
Benjamin  Biswanger  was  duly  installed  as  High 
Priest  of  Tristram  B.  Freeman  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
No.  243,  and  had  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  by  Companion  J.  Waelder  McMul¬ 
len,  at  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  five 
o’clock  and  forty-five  minutes  P.  M. 

Charles  Cary, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA. 

ST.  JOHN’S  DAY, 


MONDAY,  DECEMBER  27,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 


Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 
George  B.  Wells,  .  , 

Edward  B.  Spencer, 
Stockton  Bates, 


present: 

.  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  (dr and  Treasurer. 

Acting  M.  Er  Grand  Secretary. 


Rev.William  B.  C  halfant,  D.D.Gra  mi  Chaplain.  _  v] 


Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.D., 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond, 
Samuel  Laughlin,  .  . 

J.  Waelder  McMullen, 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe, 

Simon  G.  Bolts,  .  . 

David  H.  Weaver,  . 

August  P.  Kunzig,  . 

Joseph  E.  Quinby,  . 

John  W.  Lansinger, 

E.  Marshall  Harvey, 
Francis  J.  Callahan, 

John  H.  McNelly,  . 


Grand  Chaplain,  jj  .*•?].  1|.Tj 
.  Grand  Chaplain.  \ 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail, 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail, 
as  Grand  Marshal. 

as  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
as  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Charles  J.  Baker, 
Wayne  J.  Pennell,  Peter  K.  Filbert,  Henry  M.  Kinsel,  George  W. 
Vernes. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  Hibbert  P.  John,  George  W. 
Kendrick,  Jr.,  Edward  B.  Spencer,  J.  Henry  Williams,  William  B. 
Meredith. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Fred  Paul  Sher,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware. 

“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

“  S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina. 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Samuel  Laughlin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  43,  52,  91,  163,  169,  173,  174,  175,  183,  190,  193,  195,  196, 
197,  198,  201,  202,  206,  208,  220,  224,  232,  233,  234,  237,  240,  243,  245,  247, 
248,  250,  251,  256,  258,  262,  271,  284.  (39  Chapters.)  (99  members.) 

(9  visitors.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  December  8,  1910,  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  Chapters  Nos. 
152,  159,  161,  166,  167,  169,  173,  178,  182,  185,  189,  190, 

191,  193,  195,  197,  198,  199,  201,  202,  203,  205,  207;  211, 

214,  219,  223,  224,  225,  232,  235,  236,  238,  241,  242,  243, 

245,  248,  250,  251,  254,  255,  256,  258,  259,  262,  264,  267, 

268,  271,  273,  276,  279,  281,  282,  283,  284,  287,  288,  290. 

(61  Chapters)  and  Mark  Lodge  214,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  entered  and  filed. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Carl  A. 
Sundstrom,  presented  the  following  address: 

\ 

Companions  of  The  Grand  Chapter: — 

Another  chapter  in  Masonic  History  has  been  writ¬ 
ten.  The  records  of  the  past  have  been  made,  with 
their  successes  and  failures,  and  the  book  is  sealed. 

We  can  improve  the  future,  but  are  unable  to  alter  the 
past. 

“Look  not  mournfully  into  the  past; 

It  cometh  not  again; 

Wisely  improve  the  present — 

It  is  thine. 

Go  forth  to  meet  the  future 

With  a  brave  and  manly  heart.” 

% 

In  Masonry,  as  in  all  other  human  associations,  the 
present  is  the  visible,  which  joins  the  past  to  the  future. 
The  records  in  our  archives  are  words  of  wisdom, 
emanating  from  the  talented  living,  and  exemplary 
characters  of  our  illustrious  dead.  Precept  and  ex¬ 
ample  are  no  longer  without  meaning,  bigotry  is  ban¬ 
ished  by  our  symbolism,  and  those  who  live  to-day  are 
filled  with  a  higher  sense  of  devotion  to  the  Deity,  than 
past  generations,  groping  in  the  dark,  because  the  veil 
of  allegory  has  been  lifted. 

The  corner-stone  of  Free  Masonry  is  truth,  which  is 
not  a  human,  but  a  divine  attribute,  and,  as  such,  is 
unchangeable. 

Truth  may  be  viewed  from  a  variety  of  points,  yet  it 
always  remains  the  same.  The  belief  in  a  Supreme 
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Being  is  the  foundation  of  Free  Masonry  of  which  the 
corner-stone,  truth,  is  an  integral  part.  Free  Masonry 
being  thus  supported  is  a  structure  of  perpetual  stabil¬ 
ity,  with  its  principals  as  unchangeable  as  the  founda¬ 
tion  upon  which  it  rests. 

The  Book  of  the  Law  is  the  will  of  God,  which  is 
darkness  to  humanity  when  lost,  but  when  recovered 
is  the  great  light,  which  will  guide  us  to  eternal  truth. 
Hence  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  the  Truth  itself,  and  we 
cannot  yield  up  one  of  the  Masonic  principles  without 
jeopardizing  the  validity  of  that  Sacred  volume. 
Because  Truth  and  these  principles  form  a  homogene¬ 
ous  structure,  whose  parts  are  so  intimately  united, 
that  we  cannot  disturb  one  of  them,  without  impairing 
the  stability  of  the  entire  structure. 

Instead  of  trying  to  improve  upon  that  which  is  so 
complete  in  all  its  parts,  we  must  adhere  strictly  to  the 
Masonic  Principles,  the  usages,  customs  and  landmarks 
of  Free  Masonry  and  aim  well  to  learn  the  lessons 
which  the  Masonic  science  inculcates,  that  we  may  be 
better  able  to  do  our  full  duty  to  God  and  our  fellow 
man. 

It  is  evident  from  personal  observations  and  official 
reports,  that  Masonic  charity  is  growing  warmer, 
brotherly  love  and  personal  regard  are  more  fervent, 
Masonic  teachings  better  observed  and  the  spirit  of 
Masonry  animating  the  Companions  reaches  a  higher 
degree,  than  ever  before. 
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Peace  and  harmony  prevail,  and  there  is  not  a  single 
cloud  to  cast  its  shadow  on  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  heart  of  every  Companiotx  is  warmed  into  loy¬ 
alty  and  devotion  to  the  Grand  Chapter  and  his  mind 
.is  deeply  impressed  with  the  underlying  principles  of 
Capitular  Masonry  because  the  esoteric  mysteries, 
which  are  concealed  in  the  Pennsylvania  Work  with  its 
simple  and  impressive  ceremonies,  are  the  true  sym¬ 
bolization  of  those  beautiful  teachings,  and  eternal 
truths,  which  characterize  Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 

That  which  has  actually  been  accomplished  in  the 
Jursidiction  is  perhaps  of  less  importance,  than  that 
which  remains  to  be  done.  It  is  not  enough  that  we 

v 

have  wrought  diligently  in  the  quarries  of  Life,  and 
presented  work,  which  upon  inspection  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted;  but  the  Craft  has  a  right  to  demand,  that  the 
plans  which  we  shall  draw  upon  the  trestle-board  for 
future  labor,  shall  correspond  in  grandeur,  and  excel¬ 
lency  of  their  conception,  to  the  great  privileges  and 
exalted  honors,  which  we  enjoy. 

Some  of  this  year’s  work  may  be  annulled  by 
those  who  will  stand  in  our  places  in  future  years;  but 
the  consequences  of  our  acts  are  for  all  time  and  can¬ 
not  be  undone. 

We  should  therefore  consider  carefully  the  effects 
resulting  from  our  acts  and  judgments,  in  order  to 
avoid  inflicting  an  injury,  where  a  benefit  was  intended, 
or  an  irreparable  wrong,  where  the  object  was  the 
administration  of  an  exact  and  impartial  justice. 
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Let  us  humbly  pray,  that  the  incense  we  have  burned 
upon  our  altars  shall  .prove  an  acceptable  sacrifice  to 
the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  who  has  in  the 
past  vouchsafed  to  guide  and  protect  us,  and  that  his 
fatherly  care  may  continue  to  rest  upon  this  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Dead. 

Only  three  of  my  official  family  have  been  touched 
by  the  icy  hand  of  death  and  have  passed  the  white 
veil  of  the  Sanctuary  above. 

May  1,  1910,  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P. 
of  District  No.  10,  passed  away.  He  was  made  a 
Mason  in  Mt.  Moriah  Lodge  No.  300,  June  22,  1867, 
served  as  Junior  Warden  in  1875,  Senior  Warden  in 
1876,  Worshipful  Master  in  1877,  and  was  Secretary  of 
the  Lodge  from  1879  to  1903,  inclusive. 

He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Standing  Stone 
R.  A.  Chapter  No.  201,  in  1877,  served  as  Scribe  in  1881, 
King  in  1882,  M.  E.  H.  P.  in  1883. 

He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar  in  Huntingdon 
Commandery  No.  65  in  1888,  served  as  Generalissimo 
in  1889,  and  Eminent  Commander  in  1890. 

He  was  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  from  1892  until  his  death, 
and  Representative  .of  this  Grand  Chapter  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

September  11,  1910,  John  Matthews,  Grand  Senior 
Master  of  Ceremonies,  was  summoned  home.  He  was 
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made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  9,  in  1893,  served  as  Junior 
Warden  in  1902,  Senior  Warden  in  1903,  Worshipful 
Master  in  1904,  and  was  Treasurer  of  the  Lodge  from 
1907,  until  his  death. 

He  was  made  a  R.  A.  Mason  in  Corinthian  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  250,  in  1902,  served  as  Scribe  in  1905, 
King  in  1906,  M.  E.  H.  P.  in  1907.  He  was  appointed 
Grand  Senior  Master  of  Ceremonies  in  1908,  and  served 
until  his  death. 

He  received  the  Cryptic  Degrees  in  Philadelphia 
Council  No.  11,  in  1908,  and  was  Knighted  in  Corin¬ 
thian  Chasseur  Commandery  No.  53,  K.  T.  in  1905. 

October  30,  1910,  Alexander  McCune,  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing,  went  to 
his  reward. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Washington  Lodge  No.  59, 
in  1871,  and  served  as  its  W.  M.  in  1879. 

He  was  made  a  R.  A.  Mason  in  Harmony  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  52,  in  1875,  served  as  its  H.  P.  in  1881, 
was  Representative  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  for  a  number  of  years,  and  Secretary  from  1903 
until  his  death. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Charity  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  from  1892  until  1894, 
Committee  on  Appeals  from  1895  to  1898,  Committee 
on  Printing  and  Publishing  from  1899  until  his  death. 
He  was  Representative  of  this  Grand  Chapter  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maine,  from  1891  until  his  death. 
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He  was  made  a  K.  T.  in  Mary  Commandery  No.  36, 
in  1877,  and  served  as  Eminent  Commander  in  1886; 
he  was  also  Recorder  of  the  Commandery  from  1893 
until  his  death.  He  served  as  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Guard  in  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania 
during  the  Templar  Year  1905  and  1906. 

Companion  McCune  has  a  wonderful  war  record. 
He  served  with  his  regiment  in  the  Battles  of  Winches¬ 
ter,  Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge. 

On  the  monument  erected  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  at  Gettysburg,  at  what  is  termed  the  high-water 
mark  of  the  Rebellion,  Companion  McCune’s  name 
appears  on  the  tablet  of  that  monument  with  a  number 
of  other  heroes  of  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers. 

Another  distinguished  Companion  not  a  member  of 
my  official  family  has  passed  away.  Companion 
William  C.  Wright,  a  Past  H.  P.  of  Duquesne  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  192,  holds  the  distinction  of  being  the 
founder  of  Pittsburgh  School  of  Instruction  and  was  its 
President  from  the  organization,  March  12,  1890,  until 
his  death,  January  11,  1910. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  at  this  time  the  bene¬ 
ficial  influence  Pittsburgh  School  of  Instruction  has  had 
upon  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  in  Allegheny  County. 

The  beautiful  work  done  in  all  of  the  Chapters  in 
that  locality  speaks  in  eloquent  language  of  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  the  School,  its  officers  and  instructors. 
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Human  life  resembles  a  stream  which  at  first  is  tiny 
and  helpless  and  easily  inclined  one  way  or  the  other. 
It  may  become  a  raging  torrent,  or  a  calm  and  placid 
creek,  it  may  be  but  a  short  rivulet  or  a  majestic  river, 
destined  to  assume  vast  proportions  and  to  carry  upon 
its  bosom  a  large  portion  of  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

No  matter  whether  it  is  turbulent  or  calm,  small  or 
mighty,  it  will  empty  into  the  Ocean  of  Eternity.  One 
by  one  our  friends  are  missing,  and  we  are  apparently 
drifting  aimlessly  like  the  waters.  There  is,  however, 
a  steady  current  directing  our  course  and  bringing  us 
safely  into  a  desired  haven. 

“Beautiful  twilight  at  set  of  suny 
Beautiful  goal  with  race  all  run, 

Beautiful  rest  with  work  all  done.” 

Decisions. 

The  crown  is  part  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason’s  clothing, 
as  well  as  the  apron,  and  should  be  worn  in  the  Chapter 

Hall. 

A  sword  is  a  part  of  the  clothing  of  certain  officers. 
It  is  not  optional  with  these  officers,  whether  they  wear 
the  sword  or  not.  They  must  wear  it  when  on  duty. 

The  sending  of  printed  circulars,  advocating  a  Com¬ 
panion’s  candidacy  for  office,  sent  promiscuously  to 
persons,  many  of  whom  are  unknown  to  the  sender, 
is  unmasonic. 

It  is  highly  improper  for  the  elective  officers  of  a 
Chapter  to  solicit  votes  for  a  candidate;  and  it  is  the 
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duty  of  the  High  Priest  to  prevent  such  violations  of 
Masonic  etiquette. 

The  Chapter  may  print  an  official  ballot,  with  the 
names  of  such  officers  who  are  usually  advanced  or 
re-elected,  leaving  a  blank  where  there  is  a  vacancy. 
For  an  individual  to  have  a  facsimile  of  the  official 
ballot  printed,  with  the  name  or  names  of  his  individual 
choice,  is  an  indelicate  attempt  to  deceive  the  unsus¬ 
pecting  members.  It  savors  too  much  of  the  methods 
used  by  the  unscrupulous  politicians,  and  is  a  Masonic 
offence. 

A  brother  applied  to  a  Chapter,  not  nearest  to  his 
residence,  for  Degrees  and  Membership.  Inquiries 
were  made  to  the  nearest  Chapter,  and  there  was  an 
objection.  The  applicant  in  due  time  petitioned  the 
Chapter,  having  the  Masonic  objection,  and  I  was 
asked  if  it  was  necessary  to  inquire  of  the  Chapter 
receiving  the  first  petition.  I  decided  that  inquiries 
must  be  made,  as  the  applicant  stood  rejected  in  that 
Chapter. 

The  ground  for  Masonic  objection  has  been  spoken 
of  by  many  of  my  predecessors  in  the  most  explicit 
language,  and  yet  the  question  seems  to  be  misunder¬ 
stood  in  some  localities,  where,  it  seems  to  be  a  prevail¬ 
ing  opinion,  that  the  subordinate  Chapters  have 
jurisdiction  over  candidates,  and  the  right  to  determine 
what  Chapter  they  should  petition.  In  Pennsylvania 
the  subordinate  Chapters  have  no  jurisdiction.  This 
belongs  to  the  Grand  Chapter  only.  An  applicant  has 
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a  perfect  right  to  petition  any  Chapter  he  may  select, 
irrespective  of  his  residence;  but  as  he  presumably  is 
best  known  in  the  locality  where  he  resides,  inquiries 

i 

are  made  to  the  nearest  Chapter.  ;The  sole  object  of 
the  inquiry  being  to  ascertain  whether  he  possesses  the 
prerequisites  for  advancement.  In  other  words,  if  he 
is  qualified  physically,  mentally  and  morally.  If  he  is, 
the  Chapter  inquired  of  has  no  right  to  object,  no 
matter  how  much  it  may  need  his  initiation  fee. 

To  make  a  Masonic  objection  where  none  exists,  is 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  others,  and  when  wilfully 

made  is  a  Masonic  offence. 

> 

To  hold  an  extra  meeting  of  a  Chapter  on  Sunday  is 
prohibited. 

Work. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  March,  the 
M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  exemplified  by  the  officers  and 
members  of  Melita  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  284,  Companion 
Frederick  C.  Dwyer,  Worshipful  Master. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  June,  the 
M.  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  exemplified  by  the  members 
of  Tristram  B.  Freeman  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  243,  Com¬ 
panion  Benjamin  Biswanger,  M.  E.  M. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  September, 
the  R.  A.  M.  Degree  was  exemplified  by  the  officers  and 
members-  of  Oriental  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  183,  Com¬ 
panion  Ellsworth  W.  Van  Dusen,  M.  E.  H.  P. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  December,  the 
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order  of  High  Priesthood  was  conferred  upon  Com¬ 
panion  Benjamin  Biswanger,  and  he  was  duly  in¬ 
stalled  M.  E.  H.  P.  of  Tristram  B.  Freeman  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  243  by  Companion  J.  Waelder  McMul¬ 
len,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  and  Principal  In¬ 
structor  in  the  Capitular  Degrees. 

The  Grand  Chapter  is  indebted  to  all  the  Compan¬ 
ions  who  took  part  in  the  work,  as  well  as  to  Com¬ 
panion  J.  Waelder  McMullen,  the  Principal  In¬ 
structor,  and  his  efficient  corps  of  Assistants  for  their 
efforts  and  zeal. 

Masonry  in  its  beautiful  ritual  uses  symbols  and 
allegories  to  teach  moral  truths  to  the  initiates,  seeking 
to  influence  their  thoughts  and  feelings  through  the 
broad  avenues  of  sight  and  hearing.  Our  rites  and 
ceremonies  point  to  distant  ages,  from  which  much  has 
come  to  light  to  stimulate  the  Masonic  student  to  seek 
further  knowledge  and  more  evidence  of  the  antiquity 
of  Free  Masonry.  Without  a  knowledge  of  our  sym¬ 
bolism,  its  origin  and  teachings,  the  Mason  is  unable 
to  fully  comprehend  the  underlying  principles  and 
spirituality  of  Free  Masonry.  A  study  of  Masonry 
increases  in  interest,  as  we  gain  knowledge,  and  the 
more  we  learn,  the  more  anxious  we  become  to  continue 
our  investigations. 

It  is  very  important  for  the  officers  of  a  Chapter  to 
have  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  Capitular 
Degrees,  in  order  to  be  able  to  dispense  that  Masonic 
knowledge,  which  the  initiates  are  entitled  to  receive. 
Moreover,  our  rights  and  ceremonies  have  a  beneficial 
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influence  upon  the  Members,  by  repeatedly  reminding 
them  of  the  important  lessons  of  Capitular  Masonry. 
If  those  in  authority  are  unable  to  teach,  how  are  the 

V 

Candidates  to  learn  the  beautiful  lessons  of  brotherly 
love  and  sound  morality,  and  how  are  the  Members  to 
profit  by  work  incorrectly  and  indifferently  rendered. 

By  studying  the  laws  of  nature,  and  their  applica¬ 
tion  to  Masonry,  we  find  the  world  in  which  we  are 
living  opens  all  its  wonders  to  our  eyes,  and  we  perceive 
the  immensity  of  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Uni¬ 
verse,  and  the  majestic  simplicity  of  the  laws  by  which 
nature  is  operated.  As  Royal  Arch  Masons  we  are 
awakened  to  a  higher  type  of  manhood,  endowed  with 
a  more  perfect  conception  of  God,  and  taught  to  revere 
and  worship  His  Holy  Name. 

Grand  Visitations. 

I  have  made  the  following  Grand  Visitations,  and 
have  generally  had  the  presence  and  assistance  of  all 
the  Grand  Officers. 

March  25,  1910.  Signet  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  251, 
where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

May  16,  1910.  George  Washington  R.  A.  Chapter 
No.  176,  where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

May  17,  1910.  Bellevue  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  286, 
where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  Conferred. 

May  18,  1910.  Monessen  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  290, 
where  the  R.  A.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

May  19,  1910.  Orient  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  247, 
where  the  M.  E.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 
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May  20,  1910.  Mountain  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  189, 
where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

October  10,  1910.  Reading  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  152, 
where  the  R.  A.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

October  11,  1910.  Weidle  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  197, 
where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

Informal  Visitations. 

February  28,  1910.  Keystone  R.  A.  Chapter  No. 
175,  where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

March  7,  1910.  Corinthian  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  250, 
where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

March  16,  1910.  Columbia  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  91, 
where  the  M.  E.  M.  M.  and  the  R.  A.  M.  Degrees  were 
conferred. 

March  30,  1910.  Tristram  B.  Freeman  R.  A.  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  243,  witnessed  the  conferring  of  the  R.  A.  M 
Degree. 

April  4,  1910.  Corinthian  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  250, 
where  the  R.  A.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

May,  4,  1910,  Tristram  A.  Freeman  R.  A.  Chapter 
No.  243,  where  the  M.  E.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

May  11,  1910.  Attended  the  annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,  accompanied  by  the 
Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe  and  Grand  Marshal.  We 
were  received  with  that  cordiality  and  generous  hos¬ 
pitality  which  is  characteristic  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  Jersey. 
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This  Convocation  was  also  attended  by  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe  of  New  Jersey,  the  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe  of 
Delaware  and  several  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

May  28,  1910.  Phoenix  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  198, 
where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

June  6,  1910.  Harmony  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  52, 
where  the  R.  A.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

June  10,  1910.  Tristram  B.  Freeman  R.  A.  Chapter 
No.  243,  where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

June  16,  1910.  -Oriental  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  183, 
where  the  M.  M.  M.  and  M.  E.  M.  M.  Degrees  were 
conferred. 

June  21,  1910.  Oriental  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  183, 
where  the  R.  A.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

September  6,  1910.  St.  John’s  R.  A.  Chapter  No. 
232,  where  the  M.  M.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

October  13,  1910.  University  R.  A.  Chapter  No. 
256,  where  the  R.  A.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

November  9,  1910.  Philadelphia  R.  A.  Chapter  No. 
169,  where  the  R.  A.  M.  Degree  was  conferred. 

December  9,  1910.  Palestine  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  240, 
this  being  the  night  of  the  annual  election. 

December  12,  1910.  Melita  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  284, 
this  being  the  night  of  the  annual  election. 
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Representatives  to  Other  Grand  Chapters. 

Appointed  Representatives  of  this  Chapter  near 
other  Grand  Chapters,  as  follows: 


Alabama .  Companion  Woolsey  Finnell 

Washington. ...  “  J.  H.  Heasley 

Tennessee .  “  Charles  S.  Ivie 

Oregon .  “  Thomas  E.  Taylor 

Wyoming .  “  William  H.  Rheim 

Arkansas .  “  William  Van  Nort 


Representatives  Received. 

Companion  Franklin  P.  Mason,  of  Chapter  243, 
from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Companion  Frederick  Paul  Sher,  of  Chapter  No. 
91,  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware. 

Companion  Samuel  Laughlin,  of  Chapter  No.  232, 
from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington. 

Companion  A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  Chapter  256, 
from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

Companion  Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Chapter  No.  236, 
from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

Waiver  of  Jurisdiction. 

I  have  asked  for  and  received  one  waiver  of  jurisdic¬ 
tion  from  New  Jersey  and  two  from  New  York. 

I  have  granted  waivers  of  jurisdiction  as  follows: 
Four  from  New  Jersey  and  one  from  Indiana. 
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Masonic  Sovereignty. 

According  to  Masonic  ethics  to  receive  and  act  upon 
a  petition,  and  confer  the  Capitular  Degrees  upon  a 
resident  of  another  Jurisdiction,  without  first  having 
obtained  a  waiver,  is  a  breach  of  etiquette,  and  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  spirit  of  true  Masonic  fellowship. 

One  of  the  most  essential  doctrines  of  the  Craft  is 
Sovereignty,  without  which  it  is  impossible  to  maintain 
friendly  and  peaceful  relations  among  the  Masonic 
Jurisdictions. 

The  Subordinate  Chapters  have  inherited  certain 
powers,  which  will  prevent  the  invasion  of  strife  and 
discord  from  without,  and  preserve  the  Majesty  and 
dignity  of  Free  Masonry  within,  securing  territorial 
limits,  by  which  necessary  inquiries  and  proper  tests 
can  be  made,  in  order  to  be  able  to  tell  the  true  from  the 
false,  the  legitimate  from  the  spurious.  It  maintains 
and  perpetuates  a  spirit  of  good  fellowship,  which 
should  bind  the  Masonic  Jurisdictions  together,  and 
cultivates  and  enforces  peace  and  harmony  throughout 
the  Fraternity. 

I  must  therefore  most  emphatically  urge  every  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  Pennsylvania  to  exercise  the  greatest 
caution  and  closest  investigation  of  every  applicant  for 
the  Capitular  Degrees,  who  does  not  reside  in  the  terri¬ 
tory  adjoining  the  Chapter  petitioned  for  Degrees  and 
Membership,  especially  if  the  applicant’s  legal  resi¬ 
dence  is  in  another  Masonic  Jurisdiction. 
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Appointments. 

Appointed  Companion  Henry  M.  Kinsel,  of  Stand¬ 
ing  Stone  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  201,  D.  D.  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Tenth  District. 

Appointed  Companion  John  W.  Lansinger,  of 
Chapter  No.  43,  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Appointed  Companion  Wesley  R.  Morgan  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

Electioneering. 

The  electioneering  for  office  has  become  the  most 
open  and  unblushing  canvassing.  The  making  of 
slates,  the  undue  persuasions  to  obtain  a  pledge  from  a 
Companion  to  cast  his  vote  one  way  or  the  other,  often 
the  urging  him  to  break  a  given  promise,  and  the  use  of 
all  the  wiles  and  dodges  so  well  known  to  the  practical 
politician  are  foreign  to  Free  Masonry,  and  should  be 
frowned  upon  and  denounced  by  every  Royal  Arch 
Mason. 

Some  Companions  exhibit  an  intense  anxiety  for 
Masonic  preferment  and  have  not  time  to  wait,  until, 
by  proper  service  and  recognized  ability,  they  have 
reached  a  position  in  the  Chapter,  which  by  usage  and 
custom  makes  them  eligible  for  advancement.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  best  interests  of  the  Chapter,  they 
endeavor  to  accomplish  their  object  by  practices, 
which  by  their  un-Masonic  character  are  a  stigma  on 
the  fair  name  of  Free  Masonry. 

A  Chapter  is  not  constituted  for  the  aggrandizement 
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of  individuals.  Its  officers  are  servants,  called  to 
occupy  certain  stations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chapter 
requiring  their  services,  and  not  for  their  own  exalta¬ 
tion.  No  person  has  a  right  to  dgmand  preferment  or 
lay  claim  to  an  office.  The  Chapter  itself  has  the 
inherent  right  to  select  its  own  officers  from  among 
those  who  are  deserving.  If  a  Chapter  is  to  be  con¬ 
trolled  by  political  methods  and  unscrupulous  manipu¬ 
lations,  its  usefulness  is  lost. 

Any  person,  who,  by  trickery  and  intrigue,  strives  to 
force  himself  upon  a  Chapter,  as  one  of  its  officers,  is 
unfit  to  hold  office,  and  unworthy  of  the  honor  of  being 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

New  Chapters. 

On  December  15,  1910,  I  constituted  Amity  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  293  at  Athens.  This  Chapter  starts  under 
the  most  favorable  auspices,  and  will  no  doubt  be  an 
important  adjunct  to  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Dispensations. 

I  have  granted  the  following  dispensations: 

To  Harmony  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  52,  to  hold  a  special 
election  to  elect  a  treasurer,  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

To  Venango  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  211,  to  confer  the 
R.  A.  M.  Degree  upon  a  Brother,  it  appearing  that  he 
cannot  wait  the  usual  delay  required  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion. 
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To  Columbia  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  91,  to  hold  a  special 
election  to  elect  a  treasurer,  vacancy  caused  by  death. 

To  Monessen  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  290,  to  confer  the 
R.  A.  M.  Degree  on  a  Brother,  it  appearing  that  he 
cannot  wait  the  usual  delay  required  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion. 

To  Temple  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  172,  to  confer  the 
R.  A.  M.  Degree  upon  a  Brother,  it  appearing  that  he 
cannot  wait  the  usual  delay  required  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion. 

Edict 

Prohibiting  the  Chapters  in  the  Jurisdiction  from 
admitting  as  a  visitor  and  also 

prohibiting  the  R.  A.  Masons  of  the  Jurisdiction  from 
extending  to  him  any  recognition  whatever  as  a  R.  A. 
Mason,  he  being  a  resident  of  Oakland,  Pa.,  and  having 
received  the  Capitular  Degrees  in  Deposit  R.  A.  Chap¬ 
ter  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  York,  without  a  waiver 
of  jurisdiction  being  obtained. 

Conclusion. 

In  accordance  with  a  long-established  custom,  I  have 
rendered  you  as  complete  a  report  as  possible  of  my 
stewardship  as  your  Grand  High  Priest.  Any  defects 
you  may  discover  must  be  attributed  to  the  difficulties 
under  which  a  large  portion  of  the  report  was  made  up, 
it  having  been  dictated  from  a  sick  bed. 

Before  laying  down  my  scepter  of  authority  I  desire 
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to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  confidence  and 
courtesy  which  you  have  so  generously  bestowed  upon 
me.  I  also  wish  to  thank  my  Officers  for  their  unswerv¬ 
ing  loyalty  and  support  during  my  incumbency,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Grand  Secretary  M.  E.  C.  Charles 
Cary,  and  his  very  able  assistant,  Companion  Stock- 
ton  Bates. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  office  is  a  fountain  from  which 
flows  a  continuous  stream  of  Masonic  light  and  knowl¬ 
edge,  so  cheerfully  dispensed  to  every  one  in  need  of 
information. 

We  are  now  entering  upon  a  new  Masonic  Year. 

> 

With  its  beginning  let  us  make  a  firm  and  steadfast 
resolution  to  be  faithful  to  the  bonds  that  bind  us  to¬ 
gether,  to  adhere  strictly  to  our  ancient  landmarks, 
avoid  innovations,  banish  strife  and  controversies,  and 
retain  harmony  and  good  order  in  the  Chapters. 

Let  us  stand  aloof  from  influences  which  are  con¬ 
taminating  the  profane  world  and  its  associations,  and 
let  nothing  weaken  our  Masonic  faith,  that  we  may 
safely  dwell  in  the  truths  which  are  illuminated  by  the 
great  Lights  of  Free  Masonry. 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  M.  E.  G.  H.  P. 

So  much  of  the  minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cation  held  on  Thursday,  December  8,  1910,  as  refers 
to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  read. 

All  of  the  Companions  present,  who  had  not  received 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  having  retired,  Com¬ 
panion  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith  was  installed  Most  Ex- 
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cellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 
Thereunto  Belonging ,  was  duly  proclaimed  as  such,  and 
received  the  salutations  of  the  Craft. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  re-admitted, 
when  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  severally  in¬ 
stalled,  and  were  duly  proclaimed  and  received  the 
salutations  of  the  Craft. 

Comp.  George  B.  Wells,  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

“  ,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  P.  G.  H.  P., 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  A.  G. 
Criswell  Smith,  presented  the  following  address: 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter: — 

In  entering  upon  the  responsible  duties  of  the  office 
of  M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest  of  this  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  I  am  conscious  of  the  limitations  of  man.  I 
therefore  implore  the  guidance  of  Him  who  rules  the 
destinies  of  men  and  of  nations  and  ask  for  wisdom  and 
understanding  that  will  enable  me  to  perform  my 
duties  in  accordance  with  His  will  and  acceptably  to 
this  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  is  the  creature 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  selected  by  the  members  as  its 
chief  executive  officer.  Among  his  duties  are  to  see 
that  the  actions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  as  well  as  those 
of  the  subordinate  Chapters  are  in  strict  conformity 


1910.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


67 


with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  to  see  that  the  “  Ancient  usages,  customs 
and  landmarks  of  Freemasonry ’’are  carefully  preserved. 

4 

In  order  to  perform  his  duties  acceptably,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  must  have  the  loyal  support  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters.  This  support  I  not  only  ask,  but  am  assured 
in  advance  I  shall  have,  because  of  the  evident  desire 
manifested  in  all  parts  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  to 
labor  harmoniously  for  the  best  interests  of  Capitular 
Masonry  and  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

In  order  to  thus  work,  it  is  essential  to  become  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  I 
therefore  urge  upon  the  officers  particularly,  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters  to  carefully  study  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  become  so  familiar  with  its  requirements  that 
all  that  is  done  by  them  may  be  in  strict  conformity 
thereto.  Many  of  the  inquiries  that  come  to  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  could  be  easily  answered 
by  the  inquiring  companion  were  he  to  familiarize  him¬ 
self  with  the  law.  It  is  my  desire  that  there  be  no 
necessity  for  either  edict  or  decision  to  go  out  from  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest’s  office. 

Much  has  been  done  by  my  faithful  predecessors  in 
office  to  bring  about  a  uniformity  and  perfection  in  the 
work.  It  shall  be  my  aim  to  continue  this  very  com¬ 
mendable  object.  I  believe,  from  what  I  have  ob¬ 
served  during  the  last  four  years  that  there  is  a  growing 
desire  upon  the  part  of  the  elective  officers  to  perform 
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their  work  according  to  the  standards  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  are  faithful 
representatives  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  and  entertain  a  laudable  desire  to  have  the 
officers  of  the  Chapters  under  their  care  reach  a  degree 
of  perfection  in  their  work  excelled  by  none.  The 
Deputies  should  ever  be  in  readiness  to  instruct  the 
officers  of  the  Chapters  in  their  work  relating  to  the 
several  degrees  to  be  conferred  and  in  the  law  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  has  made  a  special  appropriation 
to  defray  the  expense  of  sending  instructors  and  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  will  be  glad  to  send 
some  one  fully  qualified  to  give  instruction,  to  any 
Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction,  desiring  such  instruction. 

The  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  selected  by  the 
members  of  the  entire  Jurisdiction,  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  proper  that  the  care  of  any  particular 
part  of  the  Jurisdiction  should  be  especially  assigned  to 
the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest.  He  should  be 
free  to  give  his  time  and  ability  to  any  part  of  the 
Grand  Jurisdiction  over  which  he  has  been  called  to 
preside.  I  have  therefore  divided  the  Chapters  and 
Mark  Lodges  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  into  three 
districts,  naming  them  A,  B  and  C  in  order  to  avoid 
changing  the  numbers  of  the  other  districts,  and  have 
named  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  for  each. 

It  is  very  important  that  Chapters  exercise  great 
care  in  the  purchase  of  clothing  and  furniture  for  use  in 
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the  Chapter.  I  have  found  during  the  last  few  years 
that  much  of  the  clothing  and  furniture  that  is  now  in 
use  does  not  conform  to  that  required  by  the  Grand 
Chapter.  There  certainly  can  be  no  excuse  in  the 
future  for  Chapters  not  having  the  proper  clothing  and 
furniture.  Most  Excellent  Companion  Carl  A.  Sund- 
strom,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  prepared  with  much 
care,  accurate  descriptions  of  the  Masonic  clothing  and 
furniture  required  in  Royal  Arch  Chapters.  These 
descriptions  are  found  in  the  new  Constitution,  copies 
of  which  in  pamphlet  form  are  in  the  possession  of  all 
the  Chapters. 

> 

The  Constitution  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  in 
1909  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revision  with 
instructions  to  have  it  printed  and  with  it  a  form  of 
by-laws  and  any  other  forms  made  necessary  by  the 
revision.  The  Committee  hopes  to  have  the  work 
completed  early  in  the  year  when  four  copies  will  be 
sent  to  each  Chapter  and  the  Chapters  will  then 
promptly  return  to  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  all  copies  of  the  Constitution  of  1897,  in  their 
possession,  as  well  as  the  pamphlet  copies  of  the  1909 
edition. 

Again  invoking  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father 
upon  us  for  the  year’s  work  upon  which  we  have  just 
entered,  I  promise  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
my  best  efforts  for  a  peaceful  and  successful  year  for 
Capitular  Masonry  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdic¬ 
tion. 
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Appointments. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  County  of  Philadelphia  will  be  under 

A.  Companion  Paul  J.  Pontius,  of  Philadelphia, 
for  Chapters  Nos.  52,  175,  226,  243,  248,  284  and  Girard 
Mark  Lodge  No.  214. 

B.  Companion  Robert  G.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia, 
or  Chapters  Nos.  3,  169,  208,  240,  251,  256  and  Col¬ 
umbia  Mark  Lodge  No.  91. 

C.  Companion  John  C.  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia, 
for  Chapters  Nos.  91,  183,  232,  233,  250  and  Excelsior 
Mark  Lodge  No.  216. 

1.  Companion  J.  Howard  S.  Barnes,  of  Norristown, 
for  the  Counties  of  Bucks  and  Montgomery  (except 
Chapter  No.  262),  and  Chapter  No.  198,  of  Chester 
County. 

2.  Companion  Wayne  J.  Pennell,  of  Berwyn,  for 
the  Counties  of  Chester  (except  Chapter  No.  198)  and 
Delaware,  and  Chapter  No.  262,  of  Montgomery 
County. 

3.  Companion  John  B.  Sprenkel,  of  York,  for  the 
Counties  of  Adams,  Berks,  Lancaster,  Lebanon  and 
York. 

4.  Companion  Frederick  W.  Ulrich,  of  Bethlehem, 
for  the  Counties  of  Lehigh,  Monroe,  Northampton  and 
Pike. 
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5.  Companion  David  J.  Davis,  of  Scranton,  for 
the  Counties  of  Lackawanna,  Susquehanna  and  Wayne, 
and  Chapter  No.  205,  of  Wyoming  County. 

6.  Companion  Henry  L.  Moore,  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
for  the  Counties  of  Luzerne  and  Sullivan,  and  Chapters 
No.  161,  of  Bradford  County,  and  No.  172,  of  Wyoming 
County. 

7.  Companion  Peter  K.  Filbert,  of  Pottsville, 
for  the  Counties  of  Carbon  and  Schuylkill. 

8.  Companion  William  F.  Shay,  of  Watsontown, 
for  the  Counties  of  Columbia,  Montour,  Northumber¬ 
land,  Snyder  and  Union. 

9.  Companion  Arthur  W.  Gillan,  of  Chambers- 
burg,  for  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Dauphin,  Frank¬ 
lin,  Juniata  and  Perry. 

10.  Companion  Henry  M.  Kinsel,  of  Huntingdon, 
for  the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Blair,  Cambria,  Fulton, 
Huntingdon  and  Miffiin. 

11.  Companion  George  W.  Vernes,  of  Williams¬ 
port,  for  the  Counties  of  Centre,  Clinton  and  Lycoming, 
and  Chapters  No.  194,  of  Tioga  County,  and  No.  261, 
of  Bradford  County. 

12.  Companion  Irvin  K.  Hockley,  of  Emporium, 
for  the  Counties  of  Cameron,  Clearfield  and  Elk,  and 
Chapter  No.  279,  of  McKean  County. 

13.  Companion  Lyman  M.  Finney,  of  Bradford, 
for  the  Counties  of  McKean  (except  Chapter  No.  279, 
at  Kane)  and  Potter,  and  Chapter  No.  265,  of  Tioga 
County. 
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14.  Companion  Porter  W.  Lowry,  of  Butler,  for 
the  Counties  of  Armstrong,  Butler,  Clarion,  Indiana 
and  Jefferson. 

15.  Companion  Edward  Hope,  of  Pittsburgh,  for 
Chapter  No.  150,  of  Washington  County,  and  Chapters 
Nos.  162,  193,  257,  268,  280  and  285,  of  Allegheny 
County. 

16.  Companion  William  J.  Poschmann,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  for  Chapters  Nos.  217,  282,  286,  288  and  289, 
of  Allegheny  County. 

17.  Companion  John  A.  Armstrong,  of  Connells- 
ville,  for  the  Counties  of  Fayette,  Greene,  Somerset, 
Washington  (except  Chapter  No.  150,  at  Washington) 
and  Westmoreland. 

18.  Companion  Allan  W.  Urmson,  of  New  Castle, 
for  the  Counties  of  Beaver,  Lawrence  and  Mercer. 

19.  Companion  Peter  Barkey,  of  Erie,  for  the 
Counties  of  Crawford  and  Erie  (except  Chapter  No. 
207,  of  Crawford  County). 

20.  Companion  Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Oil  City, 
for  the  Counties  of  Forest,  Venango  and  Warren,  and 
Chapter  No.  207,  of  Crawford  County. 

Trustees. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Henry  Williams,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  Edward  Perry. 

“  Charles  Chipman. 
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Grand  Chaplains. 

Comp.  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Delo,  of  Clarion. 

“  Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege,  D.  D.,  of  Oaks. 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,  D.D.,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller,  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Robert  C.  Bowling,  of  Kittanning. 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Bond,  of  Norwood. 

Rev.  Clarence  H.  Woolston,  D.D.,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

> 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

% 

Comp.  Samuel  Laughlin,  of  Chapter  No.  232. 


Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Comp.  S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  of  Chapter  No.  240. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Comp.  Charles  S.  Bair,  of  Chapter  No.  256. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

Comp.  John  W.  Lansinger,  of  Chapter  No.  43. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

Comp.  Thomas  McConnell,  of  Chapter  No.  52. 

Grand  Master  '  of  the  First  Vail. 

Comp.  August  P.  Kunzig,  of  Chapter  No.  243. 
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Grand  Marshal. 

Comp.  Joseph  E.  Quinby,  of  Chapter  No.  234. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  Joseph  F.  Cummings,  of  Chapter  No.  174. 

Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  Robert  A.  Walker,  of  Chapter  No.  223. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Comp.  Charles  S.  Wood,  of  Chapter  No.  3. 

Grand  Tyler. 

Comp.  William  B,  Joslyn,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  Edward  B.  Spencer,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  H.  Oscar  Kline,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  J.  Henry  Williams,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  William  B.  Meredith,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

In  conjunction  with  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest. 
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Committee  on  Appeals. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  “  J.  Henry  Williams,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

“  George  W.  Hall, 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl, 

“  Samuel  K.  Louchheim. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

“  William  M.  Donaldson, 

“  John  A.  Perry, 

“  E.  Marshall  Harvey. 


Committee  on  By-Laws. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

“  A.  Howard  Thomas, 

“  Henry  W.  Smith, 

“  William  A.  Rhoads, 

“  William  R.  Sutch. 


Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  B.  Meredith,  p.  g.  h.  p., 
“  Stockton  Bates, 
u  John  M.  Core, 

“  George  Hale. 

u  George  Park  Singer, 
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Committee  on  Charity. 

Comp.  John  E.  Poore, 

“  Curtis  H.  Hannum, 

George  C.  Johnstone, 

J.  Henry  Lape, 

“  Henry  Struntz. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

Comp.  Louis  M.  Wagner, 

“  James  W.  R.  Washington, 

“  Frank  E.  Townsend, 

“  Murray  Gorgas, 

“  Wesley  R.  Morgan. 

Capitular  School  of  Instruction. 

S.  E.  Burke  Kinsloe,  Principal. 

John  H.  Fairlamb,  John  Fetch, 

David  Carlin,  Robert  D.  Cole, 

John  H.  McNelly,  Charles  T.  Gilden. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  A.  G. 
Criswell  Smith,  in  the  following  very  entertaining  and 
unique  address,  presented  the  Jewel  of  a  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  to  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom: 

“In  the  northwestern  part  of  Europe  is  situated  the 
Scandinavian  peninsula,  interesting  in  its  topography, 
climate,  flora,  fauna,  manufactories,  government,  etc. 
It  is  the  Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun  full  of  interest  to 
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tourists.  It  is  composed  of  Norway  and  Sweden. 
To-night  we  are  particularly  interested  in  Sweden,  a 
country  although  torn  by  dissensions  in  its  earlier 
history,  has  had  a  long  period  of  peaceful  existence 
under  the  able  leadership  of  King  Oscar  II,  who  early 
won  the  affections  of  his  people.  The  country  made 
great  advances  in  material  prosperity,  political  and 
intellectual  progress.  It  is  distinctly  a  religious  coun¬ 
try  and  it  maintains  a  high  standard  of  education  which, 
being  under  the  control  of  the  government,  is  compul¬ 
sory  and  practically  all  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  school 
age,  and  over,  can  read  and  write.  It  is  the  home  of  the 
Swedish  Nightingale,  Jenny  Lind,  whose  sweet  vcice 
charmed  the  lovers  of  song  in  both  continents. 

"  A  writer  in  describing  the  early"  Swedes,  speaks  of 
them  as  'tall,  slender  and  agile,  with  blue  eyes  and 
broad,  open  brow,  courteous,  cheerful  and  firm,  and 
with  a  wide  reputation  for  honesty.’ 

"The  Swedes  early  came  to  this  new  country  and 
settled  along  the  Delaware  River.  We  learn  from  his¬ 
tory  that  as  early  as  1638  they  purchased  the  land  along 
the  west  side  of  the  Delaware  from  the  Indians  as  far  up 
as  where  Trenton  now  stands,  and  as  far  back  from  the 
river  as  they  might  desire. 

"Thirty  odd  years  ago  there  came  to  this  countryT 
from  Sweden  a  young  man  well  equipped  by  educa¬ 
tional  training,  strong  in  the  vigor  of  youth  and  full  of 
ambition  to  do  something  and  to  be  something  and  we 
believe  he  has  not  been  disappointed. 

"It  is  fitting  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyd- 
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vania  should  to-night  honor  one  whose  ancestors  had 
much  to  do  with  the  settlement  of  the  land  in  and  about 
Philadelphia  by  presenting  him  with  a  Past  Grand  High 
Priest’s  Jewel.  Most  Excellent  Companion  Carl  A. 
Sundstrom,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  you  have  been  a 
credit  to  the  land  of  your  birth  as  well  as  to  the  land  of 
your  adoption.  You  have  brought  to  us  those  sterling 
qualities  of  the  northland  and  have  rendered  efficient, 
professional  service  to  both  public  and  private  interests. 
You  have  also  served  this  Grand  Chapter  long  and 
faithfully.  Because  of  your  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
several  degrees  and  the  beautiful  lessons  taught  therein, 
you  made  yourself  proficient  in  the  ritual  and  by 
authority  of  the  Grand  Officers  you  instructed  many 
Companions  in  all  parts  of  this  great  Jurisdiction  for  a 
number  of  years.  You  have  since  performed  the  duties 
of  its  highest  elective  officer  with  fidelity.  Surely  you 
have  earned  this  token  of  esteem  which  by  authority  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  I  now  present  to  you.  In  per¬ 
forming  this  pleasant  duty  I  wish  to  express  to  you  my 
appreciation  of  your  courteous  treatment  during  your 
term  of  office.  May  this  Past  Grand  High  Priest’s 
Jewel  bring  to  your  mind  many  pleasant  recollections 
and  may  you  be  long  spared  to  wear  it  with  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  yourself  and  honor  to  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Carl  A. 
Sundstrom,  in  accepting  the  jewel,  spoke  as  follows: 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest: 

I  am  deeply  sensitive  to  the  kind  words  you  have 
spoken,  particularly  your  reference  to  my  native  coun- 
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try,  which  I  have  not  seen  for  over  thirty  years.  You 
also  very  kindly  mention  my  success  in  Masonry. 
This  is  due  to  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the 

i 

Companions.  Whether  I  have  come  up  to  their  expec¬ 
tations  or  not  is  for  them  to  say.  I  can  state,  however, 
that  I  have  given  the  Grand  Chapter  my  very  best 
efforts  during  the  fourteen  years  I  have  been  one  of  its 
grand  officers,  and  these  humble  efforts  seem  to  have 
been  appreciated. 

When  I  received  my  first  appointment  in  1896,  I  saw 
as  in  a  dream  a  faint  light  in  the  distance,  apparently 
as  far  off  as  one  of  the  little  stars  in  the  milky  way,  upon 
the  celestial  firmament.  As  the  years  rolled  on  it 
gradually  assumed  a  luminous  meteoric  phenomenon, 
resembling  the  Aurora  Borealis  of  my  native  country, 
with  the  effulgence  of  its  corona  focused  upon  me. 
This  light  was  soon  transformed  into  an  opalescent 
radiance  born  of  the  dawn,  waking  me  from  a  pleasant 
dream,  whose  fantastic  ideas  at  wakening  were  realized. 
The  realization  was  my  election  to  the  office  of  Grand 
Scribe,  and  in  due  course  of  events  I  was  elevated  to  the 
highest  office  in  your  gift.  My  appreciation  of  this 
high  honor  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
Masonic  honor  which  I  would  exchange,  were  it  pos¬ 
sible,  for  that  of  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  of  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  jewel  with  which  you  have  presented  me,  sym¬ 
bolizes  my  progress  in  the  Grand  Chapter.  The  breast¬ 
plate  with  its  precious  stones,  representing  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel,  symbolizes  my  twelve  years  of  service, 
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before  being  elected  Grand  High  Priest.  The  triangle, 
upon  which  it  rests,  symbolizes  the  close  companion¬ 
ship  of  the  Council  Officers  during  my  advancement. 
The  circle  which  surrounds  the  breast-plate,  and  upon 
which  the  triangle  is  laid,  is  a  beautiful  exemplification 
of  the  good  fellowship,  which  prevailed  among  the 
Grand  Chapter  Officers  during  my  incumbency,  to 
which  are  attached  bonds  of  friendship,  which  cannot 
be  severed,  and  around  which  cluster  the  most  precious 
memories. 

Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  I  trust  that  two  years 
from  now,  when  you  place  your  scepter  in  the  skilful 
hands  of  your  illustrious  successor,  you  will  be  as  full  of 
the  highest  appreciation  of  the  many  kindnesses 
bestowed  upon  you,  by  your  fellow  officers  and  the 
Companions  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  as  I  am  at  the 
present  moment. 

A  copy  of  proposed  By-Laws  and  of  an  amendment 
to  By-Laws  was  received  from  Chapter  No.  293  and 
Chapter  No.  291,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  the  resolution  attached 
thereto  was  adopted. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  December  27 ,  igio. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  has  examined  the  proposed 
code  of  by-laws  for  Chapter  No.  293  and  the  proposed  amendments  to  by-laws 
of  Chapter  No.  291,  and  respectfully  offer  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved: — That  the  proposed  code  of  by-laws  of  Chapter  No.  293  and 
proposed  amendment  to  by-laws  of  Chapter  No.  291,  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 

A.  Howard  Thomas, 

Henry  W.  Smith, 

William  A.  Rhoads, 

E.  Marshall  Harvey, 

Committee. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  deaths  of  distinguished  Companions,  as 
follows: 

M.  E.  Companion  Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  Grand 
King  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Indiana.  Died  November  21,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  Simeon  P.  Gillett,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Indiana.  Died  November  26,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  Lucien  A.  Foote,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Indiana.  Died  November  30,  1910. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  eight 
o’clock  and  forty-five  minutes  p.  m. 

Charles  Cary, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 

OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

of  Pennsylvania 

1795,  William  Ball.! 

1796 — 1797,  William  Moore  Smith. f 
1798 — 1802,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith. f 
1802 — 1805,  Israel  Israel.! 

1806 — 1813,  James  Milnor.J 

1814,  Richard  Tybout.J 

1815,  Samuel  F.  Bradford.! 

1816 — 1817,  Walter  Kerr.! 

1818 — 1821,  Bayse  Newcomb.! 

1822 — 1823,  Josiah  Randall.! 

1824 — 1825,  Michael  Nisbet.! 

1826,  John  Steele,  Jr.J 

1827,  Tristram  B.  Freeman.! 

1828,  Joseph  S.  Riley. ! 

1829 — 1831,  John  M.  Read.! 

1832 — 1833,  Samuel  H.  Perkins.! 

1834,  Enos  S.  Gandy.!* 

1835,  John  Y.  Black.! 

1836 — 1840,  Joseph  R.  Chandler.! 

1841 — 1842,  Alexander  Dimond.! 

1843 — 1844,  William  Whitney.! 

1845 — 1846,  William  Barger.! 

1847,  John  McGrath.! 

1848,  John  J.  Krider.J 

1849,  James  Simpson.! 

1850 — 1851,  David  C.  Skerrett.! 

1852 — 1853,  Edward  P.  Lescure.! 

1854,  Anthony  Bqurnonville.! 

!Deceased. 
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1855 — 1856,  Harman  Baugh. J 
1857,  John  C.  Smith. J 
1858 — 1859,  Daniel  Thompson. f 

1860,  Benjamin  Parke. f 

1861,  Harman  Yerkes.J 

1862 — 1863,  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson.! 
1864 — 1865,  George  W.  Wood.J 
1866 — 1867,  Samuel  C.  Perkins. J 
1868 — 1869,  George  Griscom.J 
1870 — 1871,  Michael  Nisbet.J 
1874 — 1875,  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr.J 
1876,  George  E.  Wagner.  J 
1877—1878,  Alfred  R.  Potter. J 
1879 — 1880,  William  C.  Hamilton.! 
1881 — 1882,  Hibbert  P.  John. 

1883 — 1884,  August  R.  Hall.! 

1885 — 1886,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 
1887 — 1888,  Matthias  H.  Henderson.! 
1889—1890,  James  S.  Barber.! 

1891 — 1892,  Alexander  H.  Morgan.! 
1893 — 1394,  Edgar  A.  Tennis. 

1895 — 1896,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

1897 — 1898,  Richard  M.  Johnson.! 
1899—1900,  Michael  W.  Jacobs. 

1901- — 1902,  Edward  B.  Spencer. 

1903: — 1904,  H.  Oscar  Kline. 

1905 — 1906,  J.  Henry  Williams. 

1907 — 1908,  William  B.  Meredith. 

1909 — 1910,  Carl  A.  Sundstrom. 

1911,  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith. 

JDeceased. 
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Fear  no  more  the  heat  o’  the  sun 
Nor  the  furious  winter’s  rages; 

Thou  thy  worldly  task  hast  done, 

Home  art  gone  and  ta’en  thy  wages. 

Jy  vfy  J/  vly  vTy 

rp  ^ 

vjy  ^[y  sjy  v|y  «|y  v|y  vj>  vjy 

Fear  no  more  the  frown  o’  the  great, 

Thou  art  past  the  tyrant’s  stroke; 

Care  no  more  to  clothe  and  eat; 

To  thee  the  reed  is  as  the  oak. 

•*1^  vly  vjy  vjy  vjy  Jy 

yp  yj'  yj'  y*y*  y^ 

«ly  *>Jy  *ty  vly  •Ay  Ay  .  v  Ay 

y^  ^ 

Fear  no  more  the  lightning  flash 
Nor  the  all-dreaded  thunder-stone; 

Fear  not  slander,  censure  rash; 

Thou  hast  finished  joy  and  moan. 

•Jy  *-|y  vjy  vjy  ^y  v|y  ^Jy  sjy 

Ay  A*  Ay  Ay  ^  A*  A* 

yy*  y^  yj»  y^  yy*  yy* 

W.  Shakespeare. 


n/9r’&'Z'0d,  S am/we]/  Sar^'-ruF^' 
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JAMES  D.  FULLERTON.. 

C  hapter 

No.  230 

May 

ll, 

1910 

A.  RUSSELL  LEFFARD ... 

<  i 

i  L 

201 

July 

18, 

1910 

SOLOMON  D.  RINARD 

l  < 

i  i 

178 

Nov. 

11, 

1910 

john  k.  McMillan  .  . 

<  < 

l  l 

150 

May 

12, 

1910 

WILLIAM  H.  YOUNG _ 

i  i 

i  i 

217 

Aug. 

19, 

1910 

WILLIAM  CRISWELL 

<  < 

i  l 

217 

Oct. 

13, 

1910 

GEORGE  R.  BOEMAN . ... 

> 

( l 

i  i 

275 

Oct. 

3, 

1910 

EPHRAIM  MOSER 

<  i 

<  i 

152 

Dec. 

3, 

1910 

EMANUEL  HERRMANN  . 

i  i 

i  l 

US 

Dec. 

25, 

1910 

SAMUEL  S.  WHITEMAN. 

i  i 

i  l 

262 

Dec. 

25, 

1910 

THOMAS  MARSHALL  .  .  .  . 

l  i 

i  l 

170 

Dec. 

19, 

1910 

JOHN  FOUNTAIN 

i  i 

l  < 

258 

Dec. 

26, 

1910 

JOSEPH  H.  DUNLAP 

i  l 

i  l 

167 

Dec. 

20, 

1910 

JACOB  P.  BARRINGER  .  . 

i  l 

i  l 

21 

Apr. 

7, 

1910 

ALONZO  P.  N.  PAINTER 

i  i 

l  i 

247 

May 

2, 

1910 

JAMES  AULD . 

1 1 

i  l 

242 

Feb. 

3, 

1910 

JOSEPH  W.  BIRD 

L  i 

l  l 

221 

Apr. 

29, 

1910 

MARSHALL  JOHNSTON.. 

i  l 

l  l 

193 

June 

4, 

1910 

JAMES  J.  HOBLITZELL  . 

i  l 

i  l 

272 

May 

17, 

1910 

RICHARD  G.  OELLERS  . 

l  l 

L  l 

248 

June 

20, 

1910 

DRAPER  BILLINGS 

i  i 

i  i 

172 

June 

26, 

1910 

ROBERT  MACKEY . 

l  i 

l  l 

3 

July 

4, 

1910 

JOHN  S.  STEVENS 

t  i 

i  i 

175 

July 

14,  1910 

Hu  flGemorg  of 

past  IHiflb  lpriests,  Deceasefc 


GEORGE  SCATCHARD  .  .  .  Chapter  No.  208 

July 

17, 

1910 

JOHN  MATTHEWS . 

i  L 

250 

Sept. 

11,  1910 

JAMES  C.  SATTERLEE..  “ 

l  i 

200 

Oct. 

8, 

1910 

ALEXANDER  McCUNE...  “ 

4  i 

52 

Oct. 

30, 

1910 

ALGERNON  P.  DONAHEY  “ 

i  i 

164 

Feb. 

16,  1910 

ISAAC  CLEAVER .  “ 

l  4 

261 

Oct. 

12,  1910 

FRANK  J.  COLLINS . 

i  l 

260 

Apr. 

1, 

1910 

FREDERICK  E.  THOMPSON  “ 

4  4 

215 

Oct. 

27, 

1910 

CLINTON  S.  FITCH .  “ 

4  i 

161 

Mar. 

10, 

1910 

CHARLES  L.  TRACY .  “ 

l  l 

161 

Sept. 

23,  1910 

ELIJAH  M.  LEE .  “ 

i  i 

259 

Sept. 

26, 

1910 

BENJAMIN  F.  SOLLY.  .  .  .  “ 

i  l 

190 

May 

28,  1910 

BENJAMIN  THOMAS .  “ 

i  i 

190 

Jan. 

7, 

1910 

ALFRED  G.  SULTZBACH.  “ 

u 

199 

Jan. 

22, 

1910 

BLAINE  B.  WELTNER...  “ 

i  i 

276 

1 

1910 

MARTIN  BELL,  Jr .  “ 

i  l 

166 

Jan. 

2, 

1910 

FRANKLIN  H.  LANE . 

i  i 

201 

Sept. 

28, 

1910 

J.  WALTER  STEELE  .  “ 

u 

211 

Dec. 

7, 

1910 

WILLIAM  O.  HOLMES  ...  “ 

i  i 

218 

May 

20, 

1910 

JOHN  IRVIN  OLE  WINE  . .  “ 

i  i 

241 

Dec. 

22, 

1910 

EDWARD  E.  REYNOLDS.. 

n 

242 

Dec. 

3, 

1910 

CHARLES  E.  PIKE .  “ 

u 

256 

Jan. 

16, 

1910 

WILLIAM  TURNER .  “ 

i  i 

274 

W.  BURNETT  EASTON  ...  “ 

4  4 

281 

Nov. 

5, 

1910 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Committee  on  Correspondence 


The  Committee  on  Correspondence  submits  their 
Annual  Report  for  the  Masonic  Year  ending  December 
27th,  1910. 

Long  established  custom  divides  the  work  of  review 
among  the  members  of  the  Committee.  The  reports 
of  the  Grand  Chapters  were  distributed  as  follows: 


Alabama  .... 
Arizona  .... 
Arkansas  .... 
California 
Canada  .... 
Colorado  .... 
Connecticut  .  .  . 

Delaware  .... 
District  of  Columbia 
England  .... 
England  and  Wales 

Florida  .... 
Georgia  .... 

Idaho  . 

Illinois  .... 
Indiana  .... 

Iowa . 

Kansas  .... 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine . 


William  B.  Meredith,  P.  G.  H.  P. 


Stockton  Bates 
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Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan  . 
Minnesota 
Mississippi  . 
Missouri  . 
Montana  . 
Nebraska 
New  Brunswick 

New  Jersey  . 
New  Mexico 
New  York 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota 
Ohio 

Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Quebec  .  . 

Scotland  . 

South  Carolina 
South  Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas  . 
Vermont  . 
Virginia  . 
Washington  . 
West  Vriginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


John  M.  Core 


George  Park  Singer 


George  Hale 


In  presenting  our  Report  we  make  no  claim  to 
supervise  or  instruct  as  to  what  is  correct  in  Capitular 
Masonry,  but  to  point  out  what  is  ours,  and  defend  that 
which  is  promulgated  and  taught  as  the  standard  work 
of  Pennsylvania,  believing  that  we  have  preserved  the 
work  as  it  came  to  us  from  those  who  preceded  us,  and 
as  it  came  to  them  from  the  Mother  Country.  Yet  we 
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accord  to  other  jurisdictions  the  right  to  teach  the  work 
as  it  was  handed  down  by  those  who  preceded  them. 
There  is  without  question  a  difference  in  the  work,  but 

V 

in  the  great  essentials  and  in  the  lessons  taught  there 
is  no  difference. 

In  this  Jurisdiction  we  cling  tenaciously  to  the 
“  Ancient  usages,  customs  and  Landmarks  of  Free¬ 
masonry,”  regarding  them  as  unalterable;  we  hold  that 
modern  ideas  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  them; 
that  in  their  construction  and  interpretation  we  must 
look  to  the  past. 

In  reading  the  reports  of  sister  Jurisdictions  we  regret 
to  find  a  tendency  to  modernize  Freemasonry.  Against 
this  we  must  enter  a  solemn  protest.  Our  proud 
boast  has  been  the  Antiquity  of  our  Fraternity,  and  our 
sincere  desire  to  adhere  to  and  uphold  those  ancient 
teachings  and  traditions.  Pennsylvania’s  views  on 
this  subject  are  best  expressed  by  the  declarations  of 
one  of  our  distinguished  Freemasons.  “We  have 
adhered  to  the  past  with  a  fidelity  that  is  remarkable 
in  any  organization  whose  principles  are  handed  down 
by  tradition.  Whatever  is  new  in  Freemasonry  is  an 
innovation.”  Would  it  not  be  well  for  all  Jurisdictions 
to  adhere  to  this  declaration? 

There  is  a  question  of  growing  importance,  not  only 
to  our  Grand  Chapter,  but  to  every  Grand  Chapter  on 
our  continent  and  even  elsewhere,  i.  e.,  the  prevention 
of  impostors  among  the  workmen,  or  the  admission  of 
clandestine  Masons  within  the  tiled  doors  of  the 
Chapter.  The  popularity  of  Freemasonry,  the  rigid 
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scrutiny  of  every  applicant  for  its  honors  and  the  driv¬ 
ing  from  the  fold  those  who  have  proved  unworthy,  has 
brought  about  the  establishment  of  bodies  of  men  who 
term  themselves  Freemasons,  wherein  for  a  small  sum 
and  in  quick  time,  what  is  alleged  to  be  the  Degrees  of 
Symbolic,  Capitular,  Templar  and  Scottish  Rite 
Masonry,  are  conferred  upon  all  who  can  be  victimized. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  various  Grand  Chapters  agree 
upon  a  uniform  certificate  for  use  of  the  subordinate 
Chapters,  with  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the 
signature  or  facsimile  of  the  signature  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  this  with  a  receipt  for  yearly  dues  signed  by 
the  Secretary  with  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  affixed. 
Then  require  that  every  visitor,  who  cannot  be  vouched 
for,  shall  present  such  certificate  and  receipt  before 
examination.  We  believe  some  such  course  will,  in  a 
great  measure,  check  this  growing  evil.  Agitation  of 
this  subject  by  Grand  Chapters  and  the  Committees 
on  Correspondence  will  produce  good  results. 

Pennsylvania  extends  a  most  cordial  greeting  to 
every  Grand  Chapter,  with  the  hope  that  the  present 
Masonic  year  may  be  the  most  prosperous  in  their 
history. 

William  B.  Meredith. 

December  27,  igio. 

ALABAMA 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  held  at  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  on  the  6th  and  7th 
of  December,  1909. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  the  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  acting  as  Grand  High  Priest. 

All  but  two  of  the  elective  and  appointive  officers 

4 

were  present,  also  seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
the  Representatives  or  proxies  of  fifty-eight  out  of  the 
sixty-two  Chapters.  We  doubt  if  such  a  showing  is 
often  made  by  any  Grand  Chapter.  Only  four 
Chapters  unrepresented. 

The  Acting  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  admirable 
address  refers  feelingly  to  the  death  of  the  loved  and 
lamented  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Com¬ 
panion  Robert  William  Southerland,  who  died  in  the 
city  of  Mobile  on  Monday,  October  11th,  1909.  He 
issued  a  memorial  address  reviewing  his  life  and 
Masonic  record.  In  the  address  he  uses  th^e  following 
language: 

“He  was  a  true  man  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  To  his  bereaved  family 
and  friends  our  heartfelt  sympathies  are  extended.  Of  our  dear  Companion 
it  may  truly  be  said: 

‘  ‘  ‘  His  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elements 

So  mixed  in  him  that  Nature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  this  was  a  man.’” 

The  address  refers  largely  to  the  actions  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  and  his  own  while  acting  as  Grand 
High  Priest. 

He  refers  to  the  losses  sustained  by  sister  Grand 
Chapters  in  the  death  of  their  distinguished  members. 

He  issued  two  dispensations  to  form  and  organize 
two  new  Chapters,  five  dispensations  to  Chapters  to 
elect  and  install  officers,  they  having  failed  to  do  so  at 
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the  time  prescribed  by  the  by-laws.  We  have  no  right 
to  complain;  we  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Grand 
High  Priest  understands  the  existing  conditions  and  is 
governed  accordingly.  We  find  the  failure  to  elect 
officers  at  the  required  time  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in 
a  number  of  jurisdictions.  In  Pennsylvania  the  old 
officers  hold  over.  Result,  it  rarely  happens  more  than 
once  in  a  Chapter.  If  this  was  tried  we  venture  that 
it  would  never  be  tried  twice  in  the  same  Chapter,  but 
that  the  by-law  in  reference  to  elections  would  be 
strictly  adhered  to.  For  “good  and  sufficient  reasons” 
he  issued  sixteen  dispensations  to  receive  and  act  upon 
petitions  without  waiting  the  statutory  time. 

Two  decisions  were  made,  one  of  considerable  im¬ 
portance.  -  It  is  similar  to  the  law  in  this  jurisdiction, 
as  follows: 

1.  Question — “Can  a  Master  Mason,  who  has  lost  one  of  his  feet  at  the 
ankle,  but  who  wears  a  cork  foot,  receive  the  Chapter  degrees?” 

Answer — Edict  No.  14  of  the  Grand  Chapter  reads  as  follows:  “It  is 
incompetent  for  Royal  Arch  Chapters  to  confer  the  respective  degrees  of 
Masonry  upon  candidates  whose  physical  defects  are  such  as  to  prevent  them 
from  conforming  literally,  to  all  the  requirements  of  all  the  degrees.” 

Held  therefore  that  he  cannot. 

A  circular  letter  was  issued  to  the  subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters  on  the  subject  of  the  Masonic  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Home.  We  quote: 

Capitular  Masonry  should  not  be  behind  in  promoting  this  most  excellent 
enterprise,  and  it  is  hoped  that  each  Chapter  will  make  as  large  a  contribution 
to  this  fund  as  its  ability  will  permit. 

It  is  therefore  earnestly  recommended  to  you  to  do  your  best  in  this  direc¬ 
tion. 
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Would  not  this  apply  to  our  own  jurisdiction? 
Why  should  not  the  Grand  and  subordinate  Chapters 
of  our  jurisdiction  contribute  to  the  greatest  charity 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Masonic  Home  at  Elizabeth¬ 
town  ? 

The  portion  of  the  address  of  the  Acting  Grand  High 
Priest  referring  to  the  death  of  the  late  Grand  High 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Robert  William  Sutherland 
was  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three.  The 
committee  reported  a  series  of  resolutions,  among  them 
the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  in  His  wisdom  hath 
called  from  labor  to  refreshment  our  noble,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest 
Robert  William  Southerland,  and  exalted  him  into  that  immortal  Chapter 
which  is  the  ultimate  hope  and  reward  of  every  good  Mason; 

Resolved,  That  we  bow  in  sorrow  in  this  our  affliction;  we  distinctly  realize 
and  deplore  the  loss  of  one  who  has  so  long  been  a  constant  attendant  upon 
all  our  meetings  and  foremost  in  our  councils,  and  in  the  advancement  and 
exemplifying  the  principles  of  our  Order.  We  revere  and  cherish  his  memory; 
his  work  and  life  we  commend  to  the  Companions  of  our  Order  as  most  worthy 
of  their  admiration  and  emulation — a  typically  perfect  ashlar;  to  his  bereaved 
family  we  tender  our  most  sincere  sympathy. 


Complete  reports  were  presented  by  the  Grand 
Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary,  showing  the  Grand 
Chapter  to  be  in  good  financial  condition  and  that  the 
membership  now  amounts  to  3,189,  an  increase  of  241 
during  the  year. 

It  is  proposed  to  amend  the  Constitution  as  follows: 

“No  Chapter  shall  charge  a  less  fee  than  twenty  dollars  for  the  Chapter 
Degrees,  which  fee  must  in  all  cases  accompany  the  petition — and  in  no  case 
shall  credit  be  given, nor  shall  any  part  thereof  be  refunded  to  any  candidate 
unless  his  petition  be  rejected.” 
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This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  The  Capitular 
degrees  have  been  too  cheap.  In  reference  to  the  last 
claim  it  is  questionable  whether  rejection  is  the  only 
case  where  the  fees  should  be  returned. 

The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  exemplified  and  con¬ 
ferred  by  the  Committee  on  Work.  We  believe  all  the 
Chapter  Degrees  should  be  conferred  or  exemplified  in 
Grand  Chapter  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Work,  thus  affording  the  Representatives  and 
members  present  an  opportunity  to  see  the  correct 
work.  Uniformity  may  be  a  dream  or  a  delusion,  yet 
it  is  certainly  to  be  desired.  Many  Grand  Chapters 
are  striving  to  accomplish  it,  and  no  better  method  can 
be  adopted  (except  visitations  to  each  subordinate 
Chapter)  than  to  have  the  Degrees  thus  exemplified 
and  to  know  that  work  done  has  the  approval  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  and  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was 
prepared  by  Venerable  Companion  William  Yates 
Titcomb,  who  for  so  many  years  has  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  this  arduous  duty.  Age  counts  for  naught  with 
him.  His  review  of  the  various  Grand  Chapters  is 
thorough  and  complete;  he  speaks  his  opinions  without 
fear  or  favor,  but  in  a  most  courteous  and  brotherly 
manner.  Pennsylvania  is  accorded  three  full  pages. 
Our  doings  are  reviewed  in  a  courteous  and  fraternal 
manner.  Two  decisions  of  the  writer  are  criticised. 
In  the  first  we  still  believe  we  are  correct,  but  can’t 
complain  about  the  suggestion.  In  reference  to  the 
second  decision  our  Grand  Chapter  has  always  claimed 
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and  exercised  ownership  over  all  property  of  the  subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters  and  prohibited  the  expenditure  of  their 
funds  except  for  Masonic  purposes.  In  the  event  of  a 
warrant  being  surrendered  or  taken  up  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  all  property,  including  the  funds  of  the 
Chapter,  must  be  turned  over  to  the  Grand  Chapter. 
Our  plan  has  worked  well  and  we  have  no  fear  of  the 
bogy  of  centralization. 

The  proceedings  contain  an  engraving  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  John  B.  Christian  was 
elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Companion  George  A. 
Beauchamp  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.  Both 
were  installed. 

W.  B.  M. 


ARIZONA. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  held  at  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  the  city  of  Tucson,  on  Wednesday,  February 
9th,  A.  D.  1910. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  two 
o’clock  P.  M. 

R.  E.  Companion  Henry  Morgan  Woods,  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  acting  as  Grand  High  Priest.  The 
Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King  and  several  of 
the  appointive  Grand  Officers  were  absent.  Every 
Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction  was  represented.  Eight 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  twenty  Past  High  Priests 
were  present. 
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A  letter  was  read  from  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Companion  Selim  Julius  Michelson,  stating  that  he  was 
unexpectedly  called  to  Chicago,  consequently  unable 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  Grand  Chapter. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  no  report  of 
his  doings  was  read,  hence  but  little  was  done  outside 
the  reports  of  Treasurer,  Secretary  and  the  standing 
committees. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance  in 
his  hands  of  $2,155.21. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  was  presented, 
showing  the  transactions  of  his  office,  including  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Grand  Chapter  during 
the  year,  also  the  present  membership  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  which  on  January  1st,  1910,  amounted  to  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy,  an  increase  of  seventy-nine  since  last 
report. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  ex¬ 
tending  fraternal  greetings  and  welcome  to  the 
new  Grand  Chapters  of  Idaho  and  Wyoming.  No 
report  was  made  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  other 
Grand  Chapters  for  reasons  of  economy.  * 

The  Committee  on  Charters  and  By-Laws  reported 
recommending  the  granting  of  a  Charter  to  Keystone 
Chapter  U.  D.  The  recommendation  was  adopted. 
They  now  have  eight  regularly  chartered  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  two  Past  Grand  High  Priests  during  the  year. 
M.  E.  Companion  George  Shand,  Grand  High  Priest, 
1900,  died  February  1st,  1909,  and  M.  E.  Companion 


1910.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


97 


Francis  Marion  Zuck,  Grand  High  Priest,  1907,  died 
June  16th,  1909.  M.  E.  Companion  Zuck  was  a 
Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  born  at  Greensburgh.  The 

4 

proceedings  contain  engravings  -of  the  above .  Past 
Grand  High  Priests. 

The  following  Grand  Officers  were  elected  and  in¬ 
stalled:  M.  E.  Companion  Henry  Morgan  Woods  and 
R.  E.  Companion  George  James  Roskruge,  Grand 
Secretary  (re-elected) . 

W.  B.  M. 


ARKANSAS. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Arkansas  held  their  Sixtieth  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock, 
on  Thursday,  November  18th,  1909,  at  ten  o’clock  A.  m. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by 
R.  E.  Companion  J.  L.  Davis,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  acting  as  Grand  High  Priest,  all  elective  and 
appointive  Grand  Officers  (except  Grand  High  Priest) 
being  present,  also  eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
eighty  representatives  from  sixty-six  subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters. 

The  address  of  the  Acting  Grand  High  Priest  is 
mainly  a  review  of  his  acts  as  Grand  High  Priest.  In 
the  introduction  he  uses  language  which  entitles  it  to  a 
place  in  our  proceedings. 


Since  last  we  met  we  have  been  subject  to  the  universal  law  of  change, 
and  to  many  of  us  doubtless  the  way  has  been  checkered  with  good  and  evil, 
sunshine  and  shadow.  Our  fondest  hopes  have  been  succeeded  by  disap- 
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pointments  and  our  joys  have  been  mingled  with  sorrow — which  is  evermore 
our  common  heritage. 

But  amid  all  these  changing  scenes  we  have  been  guided  by  the  hand  of  an 
ever-gracious  Providence,  without  whose  notice  not  even  a  sparrow  falls. 
To  His  Holy  Name  let  us  ascribe  praise  and  thanksgiving  for  having  safely 
led  us  thus  far  and  for  the  many  blessings  He  has  so  richly  bestowed  upon  us. 

When  we  unroll  the  records  of  the  past  and  recall  the  many  eminent  and 
distinguished  Companions  who  have  preceded  us  in  these  stations  of  honor 
and  responsibility,  and  note  the  wisdom  displayed  by  them  in  the  adoption 
of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Craft,  and  for  fostering 
and  perpetuating  the  cherished  principles  involved,  well  may  we  congratulate 
ourselves  that  we  have  been  thought  worthy  to  follow  in  their  footsteps. 

The  foundation  on  which  we  are  building  has  been  laid  deep  and  strong  in 
the  cement  of  love  and  affection,  and  will  abide  the  eternity  of  years  to  come 
Standing  before  you  today,  I  look  into  familiar  faces  that  have  graced  this 
Grand  Body  for  well  nigh  a  generation.  Their  names  to  most  of  us  have 
become  household  words,  their  regular  attendance  and  devotion  to  duty  have 
rendered  their  services  indispensable.  They  have  borne  the  burden  in  the 
heat  of  the  day  and  the  good  that  they  have  accomplished  cannot  be  measured 
by  the  flight  of  years,  eternity  alone  will  reveal  it.  As  the  shadow  lengthens 
may  they  grow  stronger  in  the  faith  and  Heaven’s  richest  blessings  abide  with 
them.  And  may  we  have  the  honor  of  their  presence  and  benefit  of  their 
counsel  many  years  to  come. 

To  those  of  you  who,  for  the  first  time,  have  met  with  us,  we  congratulate 
you  and  bid  you  God  speed  in  your  laudable  undertaking.  Let  the  example 
of  these  illustrious  Sages  be  to  you  an  incentive  to  higher  achievement  in  your 
Masonic  career,  for  on  your  honored  shoulders  will  rest  the  responsibility  of 
maintaining  the  high  standard  already  established  and  inculcated  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  those  living  principles  ordained  of  God,  for  the  promotion  of  “  Peace  on 
Earth,  Good  Will  to  Men.” 

No  doubt  many  Companions  who  have  studied  the 
make-up  of  the  Grand  Chapter  have  had  the  same  ideas 
impressed  upon  their  minds,  when  they  saw  the  passing 
of  the  old  members,  and  the  coming  of  the  new,  when 
they  saw  those  who  for  years  had  been  active  in  the 
work  and  business  of  Grand  Chapter,  leave  the  hall  for 
the  last  time.  Their  absence  necessarily  brings  sadness 
to  our  hearts.  Add  to  this  the  thought  we,  too,  must 
soon  follow.  Still  we  greet  the  newcomer,  well  knowing 
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that  in  the  years  to  come,  he  must  be  active  in  the 
advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  Capitular 
Masonry. 

4 

He  pays  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Reese  Brown 
Hogins,  who  died  at  his  home  in  the  city  of  Russellville, 
on  Tuesday,  March  2d,  1909;  also  to  Excellent  Com¬ 
panion  James  W.  Null,  Grand  Sentinel,  and  refers  to 
the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion 
W.  W.  Garland,  whose  death  occurred  early  in  the  year. 
The  Committee  on  Memorials  makes  report  covering 
each  case. 

> 

He  recommended  the  appointment  of  Representa¬ 
tives  for  North  Carolina  and  Wisconsin  and  commis¬ 
sioned  a  Representative  of  his  Grand  Chapter  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

No  decisions  were  made,  as  all  questions  were  an¬ 
swered  by  reference  to  the  existing  edicts  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  we  again  say  that  few  questions  are  asked 
that  the  Companion  submitting  the  question  could  not 
have  found  an  answer  to  by  an  examination  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  the  By-Laws  and  decisions  of  Grand  High 
Priests  and  Grand  Chapters.  But  it  is  easier  to  submit 
the  question  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  than  to  make  the 
search.  Grand  High  Priests,  as  a  rule,  are  busy  men, 
and  questions  of  the  character  above  named  are  annoy¬ 
ing  to  them,  but  they  never  fail  to  respond  cheerfully 
to  a  question  that  has  merit  in  it. 

He  issued  a  number  of  dispensations  for  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  new  Chapters,  one  for  a  Chapter  to  change  its 
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place  of  meeting,  and  quite  a  number  for  Chapters  to 
receive,  refer  applications,  ballot  and  confer  degrees 

without  waiting  the  statutory  time.  We,  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  rarely  do  so,  but  we  believe  whenever  it  is  done 
the  Grand  High  Priest  is  convinced  that  it  is  for  the 
best  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

He  exercised  his  prerogative  very  justly  when  he 
arrested  the  warrant  of  a  Chapter,  took  possession  of 
all  money,  clothing  and  other  property,  the  offence 
being  making  Royal  Arch  Masons  for  less  than  the 
minimum  fee  as  required  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  In 
some  instances  as  low  as  four  dollars  was  paid  for  the 
degrees.  Grand  Chapters  have  the  right  to  fix  the  fees, 
and  subordinate  Chapters  should,  in  fact,  must  comply: 
insubordination  cannot  be  tolerated.  In  this  case  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
who,  after  hearing  the  case  and  the  Chapter  promising 
to  conform  to  the  requirements  in  the  future,  they 
recommended  the  return  of  warrant,  the  Grand 
Chapter  approving  the  report.  He  also  arrested  the 
charters  of  Chapters  20  and  113,  they  having  failed  to 
respond  to  communications  of  the  Grand  High  Priest — 
in  fact,  utterly  ignored  him.  The  charters  are  still  in 
the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  where  they  should 
remain  until  the  Chapters  purge  themselves  of  their 
contempt.  A  number  of  Companions  having  accepted 
a  charter  from  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in  duty  bound 
to  comply  with  every  requirement  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  and  Grand  Chapter.  Any  failure  to  do  so 
should  receive  summary  treatment. 
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No  Grand  Visitations  were  made  from  the  fact  that 
business  affairs  demanded  his  personal  attention. 

In  the  roll-call  of  the  Representatives  of  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  Pennsylvania’s  Representative  failed  to 
answer.  The  same  last  year. 

The  various  committees  of  Grand  Chapter  made 
report  which  in  each  case  was  adopted.  The  reports  of 
the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  show  the 
Grand  Chapter  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$2,888.97  with  an  investment  of  $2,400.  The  Grand 
Secretary’s  report  shows  eighty-three  chartered  Chap¬ 
ters  with  a  membership  of  thirty-nine  hundred  and 
twenty-one  (3,921),  an  increase  of  one  hundred  and 

■v 

eighty-nine  (189)  over  last  year. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
was  prepared  and  submitted  by  Companion  E.  G. 
Schoonover.  The  proceedings  of  our  Jurisdiction  are 
not  reviewed. 

Companion  J.  L.  Davis,  of  Fayetteville,  was  elected 
and  installed  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Companion 
John  G.  Bone  was  re-elected  and  installed  as  R.  E. 

•  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  B.  M. 


CALIFORNIA. 

The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  held  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  April  19th  and  20th,  1910,  in  the 
Asylum  of  Golden  Gate  Commandery  in  the  city  of 
San  Francisco. 
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M.  E.  Companion  George  Hays  Monroe,  Grand  High 
Priest,  opened  Grand  Chapter  in  Ample  Form  at  ten 
o’clock  A.  M.  The  only  Grand  Officers  absent  were  the 
Grand  Scribe  and  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain.  There 
were  present  fifteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
the  Representatives  of  eighty-four  chartered  Chapters 
and  delegates  from  three  Chapters  under  dispensation, 
ninety-seven  Past  High  Priests  and  thirty  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  California.  Pennsylvania’s  Representative 
was  not  present. 

The  prayer  of  the  Grand  Chaplain  was  fervent  and 
patriotic  and  was,  on  motion,  requested  for  publication 
as  follows: 

“Opening  Prayer 

Oh,  Thou  Supreme  Eternal  High  Priest  of  the  Universe,  Our  Lord  God 
Jehovah  Forever!  We  bend  beneath  Thine  own  illimitable  arch  of  the 
heavens  above  us,  and  implore  thy  blessing  upon  all  the  Officers  and  Compan¬ 
ions  of  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  California,  assembled  before  Thee, 
in  this  our  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Convocation. 

We  thank  Thee  for  this  day  in  our  National  and  Masonic  history.  Our 
country’s  altar  was  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  our  Brethren,  135  years  ago 
this  day,  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  which,  under  Washington  at  last,  through 
the  Red  Sea  of  Revolution  for  Liberty,  Union  and  Independence  raised  us  up 
into  a  nation  of  free  men. 

We  thank  Thee  that  sixty  years  ago  this  day  our  faithful  Brothers  and 
Companions,  though  few  in  numbers,  met  and  organized  the  M...  W...  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  California,  from  whose  bosom  this 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  sprang. 

Though  four  years  ago  this  day  our  Temple  and  habitations  were  destroyed 
by  earthquake  and  fire,  Thou  gavest  a  Tabernacle  in  which  to  worship  Thee; 
and  in  Thine  own  fullness  of  time  we  shall  assemble  in  our  Temple  rebuilt 
and  erected  to  Thee,  and  as  of  yore  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Zerubbabel, 
thy  chosen  servant  of  old. 

And  so  we  come  to  Thee  in  Faith  and  Hope,  trusting  in  Thy  love  and 
mercy,  for  Thou  hast  declared  that  Thy  Word  shall  not  return  unto  Thee 
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void.  Guide  us  in  our  counsels  and  bless  the  work  of  our  hands,  and  Thy 
Name  shall  have  all  the  praise  and  glory  forever.  Amen!" 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  M.  E.  Companion  Nathan  Kingsley,  honored 
the  Grand  Chapter  with  his  presence.  He  was  cor¬ 
dially  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  re¬ 
sponded  in  an  appropriate  address.  Before  the  close 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  he  was  presented  with  a  loving 
cup.  In  accepting  the  same  he  expressed  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  gift,  and  the  cordiality  of  his  reception. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  refers  mainly 
to  his  official  acts,  and  the  greater  portion  is  intended 
for  his  own  Jurisdiction;  at  the  same  time  it  contains 
matters  of  importance  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  general. 

He  refers  quite  feelingly  to  the  death  of  two  Past 
Grand  High  priests,  M.  E.  Companions  Franklin  Henry 
Day,  1890-91,  and  Adolphus  Hewel,  1895-96. 

He  issued  three  dispensations  to  open  and  form 
Chapters.  A  number  of  dispensations  to  ballot  on 
petitioners  for  the  Degrees,  in  less  than  the  statutory 
time,  and  what  seems  queer  to  us,  two  dispensations  to 
use  two  substitutes  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  We 
like  our  way  the  best  and  feel  that  it  is  in  strict  con¬ 
formity  with  the  Ancient  Customs.  No  doubt  Cali¬ 
fornia  is  satisfied  with  her  method. 

He  made  ten  visitations,  constituted  two  new  Chap¬ 
ters  and  installed  the  officers  of  the  same. 

He  appointed  and  recommended  for  appointment  a 
large  number  of  Representatives.  The  idea  of  a  Repre¬ 
sentative  near  another  Grand  Chapter  reporting  to  the 
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Chapter  appointing  is  certainly  unusual,  but  such  was 
done  by  California’s  Representative  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Colorado.  The  report  was  acknowledged 
by  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  California  in  the  most  cor¬ 
dial  terms.  The  idea  is  a  good  one  and  should  be 
general. 

He  recommends  that  the  Committee  on  Jurispru¬ 
dence  prepare  a  uniform  code  of  By-Laws  and  that  the 
adoption  of  the  same,  by  the  Subordinate  Chapters  be 
mandatory.  Every  Grand  Chapter  should  adopt  a 
uniform  code  of  By-Laws  for  the  use  of  subordinate 
Chapters,  and  they  should  compel  the  adoption  of  the 
same.  It  does  seem  that  all  forms  used  in  subordinate 
Chapters  should  be  uniform,  and  that  no  mistakes 
occur,  the  blank  forms  should  be  furnished  by  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

He  made  but  one  decision,  which,  while  important  to 
many  Jurisdictions,  has  no  bearing  on  our  Chapters,  as 
we  do  not  countenance  the  idea  of  a  Chapter  confer¬ 
ring  the  degrees  at  the  request  of  another  Chapter 
upon  an  applicant  who  has  been  approved  in  the 
requesting  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  attended  the  Thirty-fourth 
Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
at  Savannah,  Georgia.  In  his  report  he  says  that  the 
city  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  the  first  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  in  the  United  States.  We  must  differ 
with  him,  our  own  Jurisdiction  has  the  honor  of  having 
the  first  and  oldest  Royal  Arch  Chapter  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Continent.  The  Ahimon  Rezon,  edition  of  1825 
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page  79,  says,  “The  first  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
[America  of  which  we  possess  a  particular  account  is 
that  held  in  Pennsylvania,  anterior  to  the  year  1758. 
This  Chapter,  working  under  the  warrant  of  Lodge 
No.  3,  was  recognized  by  and  had  communion  with  a 
Military  Chapter,  working  under  a  warrant  351, 
granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England;  and  its  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  subsequently  approved  by  that  honor¬ 
able  body  as  appears  from  a  communication  from  its 
Deputy  Grand  Master  Dermott.”  It  is  unusual  that 
the  fact  that  the  oldest  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  the 
United  States  was  held  in  Philadelphia  is  questioned. 
We  believe  the  fact  is  so  well  established  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  say  anything  further  other  than  this 
declaration,  that  the  honor  of  the  first  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  in  America  belongs  to  Philadelphia  and  that 
of  the  first  Grand  Chapter  to  Pennsylvania. 

We  quote  from  the  address: 

“Companions,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  just  one  matter  in  regard 
to  our  Chapter  life:  We  are  bound  together  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  help 
and  assistance.  Were  we  perfect  and  without  sin  we  would  not  have  need  of 
this  and  kindred  fraternities.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  help  and  assist  one 
another  while  traveling  through  this  life,  and  I  do  not  believe  any  fault  can 
be  found  with  the  material  assistance  and  charity  rendered  by  this  Order,  but 
in  many,  many  cases  Companions  need  and  require  moral  assistance,  support 
and  charity  more  than  silver  or  gold.  Words  of  encouragement,  advice, 
admonition  and  reproof  are  in  many  cases  absolutely  invaluable.  We  are 
not  frank  enough  with  one  another  in  telling  of  faults  and  actions  which  need 
correction.  Let  us  consider  each  other’s  welfare  as  our  own,  as  near  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  be  ever  ready  to  offer  a  helping  hand  and  give  words  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  hope  to  an  erring  Companion,  ever  remembering  that  we  all  have 
faults.  ‘Let  him  who  is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone.’” 

These  words  are  certainly  applicable  to  all  and  the 
sentiments  are  truly  Masonic. 
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The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance  on 
hand  of  $45,414.71 — quite  a  healthy  financial  showing. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  the  total 
membership  of  the  ninety-one  chartered  Chapters  and 
the  three  Chapters  under  dispensation  to  be  11,471,  a 
gain  of  463  since  last  report. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  is  a  most  important  personage 
in  the  Grand  Chapter.  He  is  the  instructor  in  the 
work;  his  report  shows  that  he  visited  thirty-one  Chap¬ 
ters  and  held  four  Schools  of  Instruction.  During  the 
Sessions  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  Mark  Master 
Masons  Degree  was  exemplified,  doubtless  under  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  with  the  approval  of 
Grand  Chapter.  This  is  our  method,  in  time  it  will 
produce  uniformity. 

Following  what  has  become  a  custom,  “The  sur¬ 
vivors  of  the  earthquake  and  fire  in  attendance  at  the 
Fifty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter, 
April  18th,  1906,  were  called  to  the  west  of  the  Altar, 
facing  the  east,  received  with  the  Grand  Honors,  and 
welcomed  and  eulogized  by  the  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Nathan  Kingsley;  an  elo¬ 
quent  response  was  made  by  Companion  Charles 
Fayette  Lott. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  New  Temple  shows 
the  work  to  be  progressing;  plans  have  been  approved, 
and  the  expectations  are  that  the  cornerstone  will  be 
laid  in  1911. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was 
presented  by  the  Chairman,  Companion  William  A. 
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Davies.  Pennsylvania  is  accorded  courteous  treatment 
in  a  four-and-one-half-page  review;  a  typographical 
error  occurs  in  speaking  of  the  March  Quarterly,  he 
gives  seventeen  Past  Grand  officers  present.  It  should 
have  been  seven;  we  have  but  nine  Past  Grand 
Officers. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  Robert  Tapscott  was 
elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  R.  E.  Companion 
William  Abraham  Davies  was  re-elected  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  Both  were  installed  by  the  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Nathan  Kingsley. 

W.  B.  M. 

> 

CANADA 

N 

The  Fifty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  was  held  in 
the  Masonic  Hall,  Temple  Building,  Toronto,  on 
Wednesday,  February  23d,  1910. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  ten 
o’clock  a.  m.  by  M.  E.  Companion  George  Moore, 
Grand  Z.  A  large  number  of  Grand  Chapter  officers 
were  absent.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  Chapters  were 
represented,  thirty-two  Chapters  being  unrepresented. 

After  disposing  of  the  minutes  of  last  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  the  next  business  was  the  reception  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  sister  Grand  Chapters.  Thirty  answered 
to  their  names.  Pennsylvania’s  Representative  did  not 
answer  the  call  either  this  year  or  last.  The  grand 
honors  were  accorded  them ;  they  were  greeted  by  the 
Grand  Z  and  suitable  responses  were  made. 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Z  followed,  which  is  cer¬ 
tainly  complete  and  business-like  in  every  respect. 
While  it  refers  particularly  to  his  doings  as  Grand  Z,  it 
is  very  interesting  reading,  not  only  to  the  members  of 
his  own  Grand  Chapter,  but  to  those  of  other  Grand 
Chapters. 

We  are  pleased  with  his  introduction  as  follows: 

I 

f  “Companions, — With  a  heart  full  of  gratitude  to  The  Most  High  for  all  His 
mercies,  I  greet  you  and  extend  a  hearty  and  fraternal  welcome  to  this  the 
Fifty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  During 
the  -year  we  have  enjoyed  a  remarkable  measure  of  prosperity.  A  greater 
number  of  new  Chapters  than  in  any  previous  period  have  been  instituted, 
and  our  total  membership  has  crossed  the  fourteen  thousand  mark.  The 
finances  are  in  excellent  condition  to  meet  all  demands  and  leave  something 
in  hand. 

The  subordinate  Chapters  are  working  harmoniously,  and  the  relations 
existing  between  this  and  our  sister  jurisdictions  throughout  the  world  are 
most  cordial.  We  have  abundant  cause  for  congratulation,  and  to  the  Giver 
of  all  good  things  our  humble  meed  of  praise  is  due,  and  our  gratitude  I  trust 
will  be  shown  in  renewed  efforts  to  be  worthy  of  the  benefits  bestowed 
upon  us.” 

He  certainly  has  cause  for  congratulations. 

He  refers  in  a  beautiful  and  feeling  manner  to  the 
dead  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions,  among  the 
latter,  one  of  our  own,  M.  E.  Companion  Alexander  H. 
Morgan,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

He  made  twelve  visitations  to  his  own  Chapters. 
He  crossed  the  border  and  April  26,  1909,  visited 
McKinley  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  181,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  of  which  he  was  made  an  honorary  member,  and 
on  June  12th,  1909,  he  visited  Keystone  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  No.  163,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  On  both 
occasions  he  was  received  in  most  cordial  manner. 
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Such  visitations  tend  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of 
brotherhood  which  should  exist  between  the  different 
Jurisdictions. 

% 

He  made  two  decisions,  both  .'of  which  accord  with 
our  law,  and  I  deem  these  of  sufficient  importance  to  give 
to  our  Companions.  The  first  decision  is  in  reference 
to  physical  qualifications. 

“The  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  London  District  was  asked  by  the  Scribe 
E.  of  one  of  the  Chapters  in  his  district  to  decide:  “Is  a  Master  Mason  who 
has  lost  the  thumb  and  index  finger  of  his  right  hand  eligible  for  advancement 
in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter?”  The  Grand  Superintendent  referred  the  matter 
to  me  through  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  for  my  decision.  I  replied  that,  as  the 
applicant  is  unable  to  give  the  requirements  of  the  ceremony  in  a  proper 
manner,  he  is  ineligible  for  advancement. 

This  ruling  has  been  regarded  by  Grand  Chapter  hitherto  as  being  impera¬ 
tive  in  such  cases,  and  in  following  precedent  I  considered  that  I  was  only 
voicing  the  expressed  desire  of  this  Grand  body.  Personally,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  a  too  rigid  interpretation  of  what  is  classed  under  the  head  of  ‘  ‘  physical 
qualifications”  should  not  be  applied  to  the  worthy  Master  Mason  whose 
disability  has  happened  after  he  joined  the  fraternity  and  whose  desire  to 
advance  and  complete  his  knowledge  should  not  be  hindered  without  other 
good  and  sufficient  cause.” 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Grand  Z’s 
address  reported  as  follows: 

“Your  Committee  commends  the  Grand  Z.  for  his  judgment  in  the  decisions 
quoted  in  his  address.  It  is  regrettable,  of  course,  that  a  brother  who  has 
received  the  Craft  degrees  should  be  unable,  through  a  physical  disability 
created  at  a  subsequent  date,  to  progress  through  the  degrees  of  the  Royal 
Craft.  But  to  order  otherwise  would  be  a  direct  perversion  of  the  ancient 
usages  and  landmarks  of  Freemasonry.  The  candidate  for  initiation  in  a 
Craft  lodge  must  be  able  to  acquire  a  knowledge,  and  impart  to  others  the 
secrets  of  the  Craft,  so  as  to  be  recognized  as  a  member  of  the  Craft.  As  in 
the  Symbolic,  so  in  the  Capitular,  the  same  rule  obtains.  The  decision 
accords  with  that  given  by  the  highest  authorities  in  other  jurisdictions,  and 
is  in  harmony  with  similar  rulings  given  in  this  jurisdiction  during  the  past 
fifty  years.” 
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Modernized  Masonry  doesn’t  seem  to  be  making 
much  progress,  while  we  in  this  Jurisdiction  have  been 
termed  extremists  on  the  subject  of  “  Physical  perfec¬ 
tion,”  yet  the  more  we  study  the  subject  the  more  fully 
we  are  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  our  position, 
whatever  is  new  in  Masonry  is  certainly  an  innovation, 
we  cannot  afford  to  consider  the  present  or  future  in 
determining  any  matter  in  Masonry,  but  must  look 
back  to  the  past.  The  ancient  customs,  usages  and  land¬ 
marks,  which  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  distant 
past  are  supreme  to-day. 

The  other  decision  was  in  reference  to  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  innovations  into  the  work  of  one  of  the  degrees 
similar  to  the  work  of  another  Jurisdiction,  he  declared 
such  procedure  to  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  directed  the  Grand  Superintendent  to  exact 
from  the  principal  officer  a  promise  “that  he  would  in 
the  future  conform  to  the  regulations  and  ceremonies 
of  Grand  Chapter,  which  is  enjoined,  to  'see  that  the 
authorized  work  of  the  Order  is  preserved,  and  that  no 
deviation  be  permitted  either  in  the  work  or  ceremonials 
and  forms  of  the  Order.’  ” 

Each  Jurisdiction  has  its  own  work  which  is  author¬ 
ized  by  the  Grand  Chapter  and  carried  into  effect  by 
the  instructors  under  direction  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest.  Any  departure  from  such  established  work  is 
almost  treason  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  hence  the  decision 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  meets  the  approval  of  every 
loyal  Capitular  Mason.  His  decision  was  strengthened 
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by  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  Z’s 
address,  as  follows: 

“Your  Committee  approves  of  the  action  of  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand 
Z.  for  his  absolute  adherence  to  the  letter  of  the  law  in  connection  with  the 
conferring  of  our  degrees,  and  that  any  variation  for  the  purpose  of  obtain¬ 
ing  spectacular  and  dramatic  effects  cannot  be  permitted.” 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  issued  which  were 
invariably  supported  by  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 
He  also  declined  in  a  number  of  instances  to  issue  dis¬ 
pensations.  His  remarks  on  the  subject  of  dispensa¬ 
tions  are  worthy  of  a  place  in  our  proceedings: 

“I  have  issued  during  the  year  a  number  of  dispensations,  the  applications 
being  invariably  supported  by  sound  reasons,  and  have  declined  not  a  few 
which  were  not.  As  in  the  case  of  my  predecessor,  I  have  been  asked  to 
authorize  the  postponement  of  Chapter  functions  because  certain  of  the  officers 
were  engaged  to  appear  at  some  outside  anniversary  festival.  In  every  case 
of  the  kind  I  refused.  The  Chapter  business,  whether  it  be  elections  or  instal¬ 
lation,  must  not  be  interfered  with  because  of  any  outside  matter.  These 
occasions  are  regulated  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Chapter,  and  every  officer  is 
pledged  to  abide  by  those  laws.  If  an  officer  so  lightly  breaks  that  pledge  he 
should  also  consider  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  from  the  position  which  he 
thus  rates  of  secondary  importance.  While  you  honor  me,  Companions, 
with  this  exalted  position,  I  assure  you  I  will  not  be  a  party  to  encourage  any 
such  applications.” 

It  occurs  to  me  that  when  a  Companion  has  been 
elected,  installed  and  has  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
office  he  should  allow  nothing  but  sickness,  etc.,  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  his  duties  as  an  officer.  If  social  and  other 
functions  are  placed  above  his  Masonic  obligations, 
better  resign  his  office  and  allow  it  to  be  filled  by  some 
Companion  who  appreciates  the  office  and  will  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties. 

In  concluding  he  says: 
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“Kindness  and  brotherly  love  have  met  me  at  every  step,  and  have  cheered 
me  on  my  way,  warming  my  heart  with  gratitude  and  strengthening  my  hands. 
This  Grand  Chapter  enters  upon  the  new  year  in  full  confidence  that  success 
will  still  attend  our  efforts  and  that  the  Hand  which  has  directed  and  sustained 
us  thus  far  will  guide  us  to  the  end.” 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  the 
various  districts  were  read  with  great  interest,  showing 
in  detail  the  condition  of  the  Chapters  of  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  assets  to  the 
amount  of  $32,783.27 — quite  a  healthy  showing. 

The  record  of  Grand  Scribe  E.  R.  E.  Companion 
George  J.  Bennett  in  his  journey  across  the  Continent 
and  even  to  the  far  North  Yukon  is  full  of  interest. 
His  reception  at  every  point  was  most  cordial  and 
would  gladden  the  heart  of  any  ardent  Mason,  but  when 
he  reached  the  Yukon  country,  Klondike  Chapter 
No.  154,  at  Dawson,  accorded  him  a  most  cordial 
reception  and  hospitable  attention  during  his  stay,  and 
their  “send  off,”  he  says,  “was  as  enthusiastic  and 
spontaneous  as  their  welcome  and  the  pleasurable  and 
instructive  talks  and  walks  I  enjoyed  with  the  kindly 
Companions  on  the  fringe  of  the  “Arctic  Circle”  will 
ever  be  a  delightful  memory.” 

The  membership  as  reported  is  14,106,  a  gain  of  1,074 
since  last  report. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is 
again  presented  by  R.  E.  Companion  George  J.  Bennett, 
Chairman.  Pennsylvania  is  courteously  treated.  He 
quotes  the  writer’s  declarations  in  reference  to  “Grand 
and  Informal  Visitations.”  Allow  me  to  add  that  uni- 
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formity  in  the  work  is  desired  by  every  Grand  Chapter. 
We  admit  that  it  is  a  difficult  proposition.  Grand  and 
informal  Visitations  do  their  part,  but  to  secure  uni¬ 
formity  quickly,  instructors  must  be  sent  to  the  sub- 
ordinate  Chapters  in  need  of  instruction. 

The  Grand  Z  and  Grand  Scribe  E  were  re-elected  and 
installed. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  Moore,  Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Companion  George  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

W.  B.  M. 


COLORADO. 

> 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Colorado  met  in 
its  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  Denver  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.,  Thursday,  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1910. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by 
M.  E.  Companion  John  B.  Hershey,  Grand  High  Priest, 
all  but  three  of  the  elective  and  appointive  Grand 
Officers  were  in  their  stations  and  places. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  as  present, 
seventeen  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  one  Past  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  -and  the  representatives  of  thirty- 
nine  Chapters,  leaving  but  two  Chapters  unrepre¬ 
sented;  certainly  a  creditable  showing. 

The  Grand  Representatives  of  sister  Grand  Chapters 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado  were  invited  to 
the  East  and  were  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  E.  Companion  Henry  T.  West  responded  on  behalf 
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of  the  Representatives.  Thirty-five  Representatives 
were  present,  Pennsylvania’s  Representative  being 
among  the  number. 

It  being  announced  that  M.  E.  Companion  Nathan 
Kingsley,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  was  in  waiting,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  who  escorted  him  into  the  Grand  Chapter, 
where  he  was  received  and  welcomed  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest.  M.  E.  Companion  Kingsley  responded  in  a 
pleasing  and  eloquent  address.  We  quote  portion  of 
the  address: 

“Companions,  I  know  that  there  would  be  a  sense  of  disappointment  unless 
at  this  time,  or  at  least  during  the  meeting  of  your  Grand  Chapter,  I  should 
address  you  on  the  subject  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  being,  as  I  am,  for  a  brief 
period,  the  head  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  United  States  and  her  depen¬ 
dencies.  I  greet  you  as  the  official  representative  of  nearly  four  hundred 
thousand  Royal  Arch  Masons  throughout  the  United  States,  Alaska,  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  the  Philippine  Islands,  in  China  and  in  South  America; 
and  I  extend  to  you  the  warmest  hand  of  fraternal  friendship.  You  have 
been  organized  as  a  Grand  Chapter  in  this  State  since  the  year  1875,  and  during 
that  time  you  have  made  the  progress  which  might  be  expected,  and  have  had 
a  wonderful  growth  in  all  that  goes  to  make  for  the  betterment  of  mankind. 
There  is  a  moral  awakening  among  the  people  at  the  present  time  such  as 
never  before  existed.  They  are  standing  for  righteousness,  and  I  do  not 
mean  that  in  a  general  sense,  but  I  mean  it  in  the  sense  of  honor,  in  the  sense 
of  honesty,  in  the  sense  of  the  dignity  of  manhood,  and  in  the  sense  of  man’s 
dealing  with  man.  There  never  has  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  world 
when  that  sense  was  keener  or  more  active  than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  and 
we,  who  are  Masons;  we,  who  have  stood  in  the  northeast  corner  as  the 
youngest  Entered  Apprentice,  as  well  as  those  who  have  served  fifty  or  sixty 
years  before  Masonic  altars,  have  contributed  our  share  to  this  condition  as 
it  exists,  and  we  propose  to  go  on  contributing  to  the  general  welfare  and 
upbuilding  of  true  manhood  and  honest  citizenship.  Of  course,  we  cannot 
do  it  in  the  Lodge  exactly;  that  is  to  say,  we  cannot  carry  into  the  Lodge,  we 
cannot  bring  the  public  into  the  Lodge  to  demonstrate  our  teachings;  but 
we  can  go  outside,  and  we  can  there  demonstrate  to  the  public  the  moral 
truths  we  are  there  taught,  and  in  that  way  we  can  go  on  and  on  and  on, 
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together  with  all  other  organizations  having  morality  and  truth  and  right 
living  and  right  acting  as  the  basis  of  their  associations.  We  can  go  on, 
unseen  and  unknown  to  them,  yet,  nevertheless,  a  powerful  influence  for  the 
betterment  of  man  until  in  time  the  dream  of  the  ages  will  have  been  accom¬ 
plished.  '  , 

I  regard  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  as  one  of  the  most  important'  in  all  Masonry. 
I  regard  it  as  one  of  the  most  important  for  the  teachings  we  receive,  as  well 
as  the  historical  status  of  the  Degree  itself.  One  of  the  most  important  events 
in  the  history  of  the  ancient  world  is  celebrated  and  perpetuated  in  the  Degree 
of  Royal  Arch.  There  has  been  but  two  or  three  other  events  in  the  history 
of  the  world  that  were  so  important  and  had  such  a  tremendous  influence  on 
the  future  of  mankind  as  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  their  Babylonish  cap¬ 
tivity  with  the  permission  which  was  given  them  to  rebuild  the  House  of  the 
Lord  of  Jerusalem.  It  is  a  historical  fact,  and,  as  I  understand  history,  it 
was  the  forerunner  of  the  birth  of  Christianity,  and  Christianity  was  the  logical 
result  of  that  great  historical  event,  and  every  one  knows  that  the  birth  of 
Christianity,  whether  he  be  a  Christian  or  pagan,  or  whatever  be  his  religious 
convictions,  that  the  birth  of  Christianity  permeates  all  our  institutions,  all 
our  thoughts,  all  our  literature,  and  all  our  arts;  in  fact,  it  is  the  very  ground¬ 
work,  the  very  basis  upon  which  our  civilization  and  society  rests,  and  the 
privileges  and  blessings  we  enjoy. 

Take  the  Royal  Arch  Degree;  study  it  in  the  Chapter  and  out  of  the 
Chapter;  study  its  historical  status  and  its  esoterical  groundwork,  if  you 
please,  and  you  cannot  point  to  any  event  in  civilization,  represented  or 
reproduced  in  Masonry,  that  has  had  such  a  wonderful  influence  as  the  ground¬ 
work  and  basis  upon  which  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  is  founded,  unless  it  be 
the  birth  of  Christianity  a  few  hundred  years  later. 

We,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  do  not  understand  these  things  altogether 
unless  we  stop  to  think  about  them.  We  do  not  comprehend  what  we  are 
receiving  when  we  receive  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  unless  we  study  it,  and, 
when  we  do  that, we  have  that  feeling  of  brotherhood  which  is  taught  in  the 
Blue  Lodge  almost  to  the  point  of  sublimity,  and  we  have  the  idea  and  sense 
of  brotherhood ‘more  firmly  cemented  in  us. 

I  trust  the  sentiments  which  we  are  taught  to  believe  may  be  more  deeply 
implanted  in  our  hearts,  and  that  the  things  which  we  are  taught  in  the 
Lodge  room,  we  may  carry  out  to  the  world  and  live  them  there  as  well  as 
here,  thereby  aiding  and  helping  in  the  glorious  work  of  rebuilding  the  Temple 
— the  spiritual  Temple,  that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens.” 


The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  Annual 
Address,  which  is  a  plain,  business-like  statement  of  his 
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official  acts,  opening  with  a  greeting  and  welcome  to 
the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  followed  by  the 
announcement  that  no  deaths  have  occurred  in  the 
ranks  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter;  then 
follows  the  list  of  distinguished  dead  of  other  Jurisdic¬ 
tions,  among  them  being  that  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Alexander  H.  Morgan. 

He  granted  eight  dispensations,  a  number  to  elect 
and  install  officers  and  two  to  change  places  of  meeting 
of  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  Convocation  granted 
a  charter  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be  called  South  Denver 
Chapter  No.  42.  It  was  constituted  on  October  9th, 
1909,  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  assisted  by  a  number 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  other  Grand  officers,  a 
special  convocation  having  been  called  for  the  purpose. 

He  made  nine  Grand  Visitations,  being  accompanied 
on  each  occasion  by  some  of  the  Grand  officers,  more 
frequently  by  the  Grand  Lecturer.  In  closing  his 
report  of  visitations  he  says: 

“At  every  convocation  I  attended  while  visiting,  I  was  received  with  the 
full  honors  of  Masonry,  and  my  advice,  criticisms  and  addresses  were  accorded 
the  kindest  attention  and  expressions  of  appreciation  beyond  their  merit. 
Personal  attentions  and  courtesies  were  unlimited.” 

He  also  attended  the  Triennial  Convocation  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 

We  quote  the  closing  paragraph  of  his  address: 

“The  influence  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  felt  in  every  town  and  village  of 
our  fair  State.  Its  devotees  are  patriotic,  law-abiding,  progressive  citizens, 
and  lead  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  home  enterprise  upon  which 


1910.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


117 


is  based  the  success  of  every  community.  They  are  recognized  as  honorable 
and  upright  men  in  their  daily  transactions,  and  demonstrate  that  they  heed 
the  admonition  “to  ever  walk  and  act  as  such,”  ever  mindful  of  their  obliga¬ 
tions,  and  consistently  endeavor  to  emulate  the  example  of  the  illustrious 
founders  of  this  noble  Institution. 

Finally,  Companions,  we  are  constantly  reminded  that  our  sojourn  here 
below  is  of  short  duration,  and  that  the  “Grim  Reaper”  is  ever  present,  and, 
in  the  language  of  the  “Shibboleth,”  Let  us  ever  be  found  traversing  the 
straight  path  of  rectitude,  virtue  and  true  holiness,  so  that,  having  discharged 
our  duties  here  below,  performed  the  pilgrimage  of  life,  burst  the  bonds  of 
mortality,  passed  over  the  Jordan  of  Death  and  safely  landed  on  the  broad 
shores  of  eternity;  there  in  the  presence  of  myriads  of  attending  angels,  we 
may  be  greeted  as  Companions,  received  into  the  arms  of  the  Blessed  Emanuel 
and  forever  made  to  participate  in  His  Heavenly  kingdom.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  the  finan¬ 
cial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  be  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  having  a  balance  on  hand  of  $6,102.94. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows  forty-two  regu¬ 
larly  constituted  Chapters  with  a  membership  of  four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  three  (4,103)  ,an  increase  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two  (152)  over  last  report. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  was  certainly  a  busy  man;  he 
made  twenty  visitations,  corrected  and  assisted  in  the 
work  at  all  meetings. 

The  retiring  Grand  High  Priest  was  presented  with  a 
Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  jewel,  in  a  very  flattering 
address  by  M.  E.  Companion  William  D.  Peirce. 
M.  E.  Companion  Hershey  expressed  his  heartfelt 
thanks  for  the  beautiful  gift. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  was  again  presented  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
M.  E.  Companion  Ernest  Le  Neve  Foster.  Our  Juris¬ 
diction  is  accorded  a  three-page  review,  and  receives 
courteous  treatment  from  the  Committee. 
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The  introduction  to  the  proceedings  contains  an 
engraving  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion 
M.  W.  Woodward,  with  a  sketch  of  his  life,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  of  his  Masonic  career. 

M.  E.  Companion  H.  W.  Woodward  was  elected 
Grand  High  Priest  and  R.  E.  Companion  Charles  H. 
Jacobson  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary.  Both  were 
installed  by  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Companion  Nathan  Kingsley.  W.,  B.  M. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Annual  Convocation 
of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Connecticut 
was  held  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  at 
ten  o’clock  A.  M.,  Tuesday,  May  10th,  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  A.  Farnham,  Grand  High 
Priest,  all  Grand  Officers,  except  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Captain  were  present,  also  fifteen  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  thirty-six  subordinate  Chapters  by  Repre¬ 
sentatives  or  proxies.  Among  those  present  were 
twenty-six  Grand  Representatives.  Pennsylvania  was 
not  represented. 

A  large  number  of  visitors  were  introduced  and 
received  with  Grand  Honors,  among  them  being  M.  E. 
Companions  E.  H.  Martin,  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Vermont;  Derrick  Brown,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  R.  E.  Companion  Edward  F.  Hill  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  of  New  York;  R.  E.  Companions  George 
C.  Knight,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Herbert 
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Bliss,  Grand  King,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion,  Henry  D.  Hamilton,  Grand  Master  of  the 
First  Vail  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  were  wel¬ 
comed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  several  of  the 
Companions  responded  to  the  welcome. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  after  an  intro¬ 
duction  payrs  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  distinguished 
dead  of  other  Jurisdictions.  We  find  that  four  of  the 
distinguished  dead  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  M.  E. 
Companion  Alexander  H.  Morgan  being  one  of  the 
number. 

He  visited  and  inspected  thirteen  Chapters;  at  each 
visitation  at  least  one  of  the  Capitular  degrees  was 
conferred.  We  give  his  conclusions  as  to  Capitular 
Masonry  in  his  Jurisdiction. 

“My  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Chapters  conforms  in  general  to  that  of 
my  predecessor.  The  variation  in  work  and  variety  of  phrasing  by  the 
Chapters  as  a  whole  throughout  the  State  convinces  me,  as  it  has  done  some 
of  my  predecessors,  that  there  should  be  an  authority,  whose  decisions  should 
be  final  when  questions  relative  to  the  unwritten  work  are  submitted.  It  is 
apparent  to  the  casual  observer  that  there  is  a ’difference  and  this  difference  is 
noted  and  questioned  by  the  different  Chapter  officers  as  to  which  is  right. 
The  authority  is  lacking. 

“The  equipment  throughout  is  commendable,  attesting  the  deep  interest 
our  art  has  upon  our  Companions  as  shown  by  the  rare  tact  and  skill  in  its 
use.  The  personnel  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction  is  a  source 
of  pride,  and  so  long  as  this  high  standard  of  manhood  exists  among  the  craft 
its  foundations  will  never  crumble  or  decay.” 

We  are  not  surprised  that  the  work  is  not  uniform, 
in  the  subordinate  Chapters.  The  writer  has  had  the 
same  experience.  While  we  have  an  authority"  on  the 
work,  The  Instructors  in  Capitular  Degrees ,  with  a 
School  of  Instruction  under  the  supervision  of  the 


120  THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  [1910.JF 

.  .  .  .  ”  I 

Grand  High  Priest,  and  in  addition  each  Degree  is  exem-| 
plifiecl  yearly  before  the  Grand  Chapter,  yet  we  do  not! 
have  uniformity  of  work,  although  we  are  getting! 
nearer  it.  Time  and  perseverence  should  accomplish! 
the  result.  '  | 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  granted,  all  declared} 
for  good  Masonic  reasons.  We,  however,  question  the' 
wisdom  or  propriety  of  the  exercise  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest’s  Prerogative  to  set  aside  the  By-Laws  of  a 
Chapter  to  accommodate  some  special  occasion,  even 
though  it  be  a  visit  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  With  us  it  would  not  be  done.  To  change  a 
by-law,  the  subordinate  Chapter  must  act  and  its 
action  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

No  decisions  were  made,  as  the  questions  submitted 
were  virtually  settled  by  Masonic  jurisprudence  and  the 
rules  governing  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  further 
reason  that  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations 
were  being  revised  by  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Committee  submitted  their  report  on  the 
revision  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  Laws  and  By-Laws 
of  the  subordinate  Chapters.  They  contain  many  good 
and  important  provisions.  Under  the  head  of  By-Laws 
we  find  the  following: 

“Marks. 

Every  Chapter  is  hereby  required  to  produce  and  keep  with  its  records  a 
book  of  marks. 

Hereafter  no  candidate  shall  be  exalted  within  this  jurisdiction  until  he 
shall  have  selected  and  caused  to  be  recorded  a  mark.” 

This  is  a  wise  provision  similar  to  our  law,  but  the 
difficulty  will  be  to  enforce  it.  It  is  more  than  prob- 
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able  that  they  will  find  that  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  will  not  interfere  with  the  officers  accommo¬ 
dating  friends.  The  question  of  Marks  is  certainly  a 

V 

difficult  proposition. 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand 
King  and  Grand  Scribe  refer  mainly  to  their  visitations 
to  subordinate  Chapters  and  the  condition  of  the 
same. 

The  proceedings  contain  a  History  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  Connecticut,  compiled  by  the  Rev.  Otis 
Olney  Wright,  together  with  a  history  of  Hiram  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  No.  1  and  Hiram  Mark  Lodge  No.  1, 
from  which  came  Capitular  Masonry  in  Connecticut. 
The  history  is  carefully  prepared,  and  is  worthy  of 
reading. 

The  charter  of  Hiram  Mark  Lodge  is  dated  April 
28th,  1791,  and  charter  of  Hiram  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
April  29th,  1791.  Other  Chapters  quickly  followed.  A 
convention  of  Chapters  was  held  at  Hartford  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  July,  1796,  at  which  a  regular  organ¬ 
ization  was  effected  and  articles  of  agreement  were 
entered  into  for  the  government  of  the  Chapters  in  the 
State.  A  second  convention  was  held  October  20, 
1796,  at  New  Haven,  at  which  David  Baldwin  (of 
Newtown)  was  chairman.  This  information  is  taken 
from  “Guide  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,”  by  John 
Sheville,  P.  G.  H.  P.  of  New  Jersey,  and  James  L. 
Gould,  P.  G.  H.  P.  of  Connecticut.  From  the  same 
source  comes  the  following,  speaking  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  October  20,  1796:  “So  far  as  I  can  learn,  this 
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was  the  first  governing  body  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
organized  in  the  United  States.” 

Had  the  above  writers  investigated  a  little  further 
they  would  have  found  a  governing  body  which  ante¬ 
dates  the  above  by  nearly  a  year.  Pennsylvania’s 
boast  of  having  the  oldest  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  the 
oldest  Grand  Chapter  on  the  American  Continent  can¬ 
not  be  questioned.  The  first  Royal  Arch  Chapter  on 
the  American  Continent  was  held  in  Philadelphia  prior 
to  1758,  the  earliest  records  are  dated  December  3,1767. 
The  minutes  are  complete  from  that  date  to  the  present 
time.  It  was  originally  termed  Royal  Arch  Lodge  No. 
3,  but  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago  the  name  was 
changed  to  Jerusalem  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  3.  The 
Grand  Chapter  dates  its  existence  from  November 
23,  1795;  on  that  date  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  on  November  17,  1795,  submitted  their 
report  in  which  we  find  the  following: 

“  And  Whereas,  It  is  the  prevailing  wish  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons  within  this  Jurisdiction,  that  a  Royal 
Arch  Grand  Chapter  should  be  opened,  under  the 
immediate  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.” 

“  Be  it  therefore  and  it  is  hereby  Resolved,  That  a 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  be  opened,  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.” 
From  that  date  (November  23,  1795)  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  maintained  its  existence  as  a  governing  body,  and 
May  17th,  1824,  control  by  the  Grand  Lodge  ceased, 
and  on  November  23d,  1895,  our  Grand  Chapter  cele- 
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brated  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  its  existence,  to 
which  ceremony  the  Grand  Chapter  extended  invita¬ 
tions  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Representa¬ 
tive  of  each  Grand  Chapter  with  which  we  were  in 
fraternal  correspondence  and  many  others.  Numerous 
regrets  were  received  from  those  invited,  one  among 
the  number  being  from  Companion  James  R.  Post, 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Connecticut. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was 
again  prepared  by  M.  E.  Companion  George  A.  Kies, 
P.  G.  H.  P.  Under  the  head  of  “Delaware”  he  pre¬ 
sents  the  following: 

_  > 

“The  following,  under  Rhode  Island,  coincides  with  our  own  views  on  a 
recently  much  discussed  question: 

“We  never  yet  understood  why  the  signing  df  the  By-Laws  more  fully 
completed  one’s  membership  in  any  body.  One  petitions  for  membership,  is 
elected  thereto,  the  degrees  are  conferred  upon  him  in  which  as  a  matter  of 
course  he  pledges  his  fidelity.  If  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  body  at  that  stage, 
we  fail  to  see  that  the  signing  of  the  By-Laws  is  necessary  to  complete  the  job.” 

In  this  connection  we  humbly  ask  some  one  to  rise  and  explain  just  what 
particular  effect  the  mere  signing  of  the  By-Laws  produces?  And,  if  such 
signing  has  any  peculiar  effect,  should  it  not  be  repeated  as  often  as  th 
By-Laws  are  amended?  Further,  should  not  the  By-Laws,  etc.,  of  the  Grand 
Body  be  also  signed?” 

I  could  never  fully  understand  the  necessity  of  signing 
the  By-Laws.  Won’t  some  Companion  please  furnish 
a  good  reason,  and  explain  how  the  signer  is  affected 
when  the  By-Laws  are  revised  or  amended.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  kindly  remembered. 

M.  E.  Companion  Eugene  A.  Hall  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest  and  R.  E.  Companion  James  McCormick 
re-elected  Grand  Secretary.  Both  were  installed. 

W.  B.  M. 
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DELAWARE. 

The  Forty-Second  Annual  Convocation  of  M.  E. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Delaware  was 
held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Wilmington,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  January  19th,  1910. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  at  4:10  P.  M.  by  M.  E. 
Companion  A.  Henry  Berlin,  Grand  High  Priest.  All 
Grand  Officers  (except  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  and 
Grand  Master  Third  Vail)  were  present,  also  ten  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  also  a  number  of  Past  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests,  Grand  Kings,  Grand  Scribes, 
Grand  Treasurers  and  Grand  Secretaries. 

A  special  invitation  had  been  extended  to  all  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  to  be  present,  ten  responded,  they 
were  received  with  Masonic  honors  and  welcomed  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest. 

“I  bid  you  thrice  welcome  to  this  the  Forty-second  Annual  Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 

“First,  because  we  desire  to  make  you  feel  that  you  are  not  forgotten  by 
this  Grand  Body  but  that  you  still  live  in  the  hearts  of  the  Companions  of 
this  jurisdiction. 

“Secondly,  because  we  wish  to  do  you  honor  for  the  noble  service  which 
you  have  rendered  Capitular  Masonry  in  our  State  by  your  self-denying 
energy,  rare  judgment,  and  consummate  ability. 

“Thirdly,  because  we  rejoice  that  you  are  still  able  to  give  the  fraternity 
the  benefit  of  your  skill  and  wisdom  and  by  your  example  advance  the  cause 
of  Masonry. 

“We  have  presented  you  with  a  boutonniere  of  white  flowers  to  express 
our  appreciation  of  the  purity  of  your  conduct  during  the  past  which  has 
blossomed  into  fragrant  flowers  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  our  Companions.” 


The  Grand  High  Priest  then  delivered  his  annual 
from  which  we  quote: 
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“Under  the  guidance  and  protecting  care  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the 
Universe,  the  nation  has  marvelously  prospered  during  the  past  year  and 
great  events  have  left  their  lasting  impress  upon  the  land.  The  moral  uplift 
of  the  people  has  been  no  less  remarkable  than  their  material  achievements. 
With  everything  that  constitutes  a  nation’s  glory  the  great  Masonic  fraternity 
has  ever  been  in  active  sympathy,  and  the  sublime  teachings  have  ever  been 
powerful  factors  in  the  social  and  moral  advancement  of  a  people,  and  for  this 
reason, it  too  has  flourished  with  universal  vigor  daring  the  past  Masonic  year. 

I  entered  upon  the  high  office  to  which  your  suffrage  elected  me,  with  the 
hope  that  the  beautiful  teachings,  the  impressive  lessons,  and  the  rich  sym¬ 
bolisms  of  Capitular  Masonry  might  be  made  an  increased  source  of  inspira¬ 
tion  to  every  Companion  in  this  jurisdiction.  I  held  as  fundamental  that  we 
must  be  governed  by  fixed  principles,  animated  by  a  large  purpose,  or  else  no 
great  results  could  be  accomplished  and  no  high  ideals  reached ;  and  that  ideas 
must  follow  the  beautiful  lessons  of  the  ritual  when  given  with  dramatic  effect, 
intelligent  comprehension,  and  clearness  of  speech  which  go  far  towards 
revealing  the  beauty  and  harmony  of  the  various  degrees.  This  lifts  the  ideas 
into  the  realm  of  the  ideal. 

The  mitre,  representing  the  dignity  of  the  exalted  position,  impressed  me 
with  the  duty  of  self-denying  labors  in  order  to  advance  the  best  interest  of 
our  beloved  fraternity;  the  breast  plate  reminding  me  of  the  responsibility  to 
the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  institution  emphasized  the  consequent  duty 
to  safeguard  it  against  the  errors  and  innovations. 

It  is  eminently  befitting  ere  entering  upon  the  labors  of  this  convocation 
that  we  should  pause  to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts  whose  mighty  arm 
has  protected  us  during  the  past  year,  who  has  blessed  us  so  richly  and  filled 
our  lives  with  happiness  that  we  may  be  impressed  with  the  duty 

So  to  live  that  when  the  sun 

Of  our  existence  sinks  into  night, 

Memories  sweet  of  mercies  done, 

May  shrine  our  names  in  memory’s  light, 

And  the  blest  seeds  we  scattered,  bloom 
A  hundred  fold  in  days  to  come.” 

At  this  point  in  the  address,  the  Grand  High  Priest 
suspended  the  reading.  A  Companion  sang  a  solo 
entitled  “A  Dream  of  Paradise,”  then  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
lain  offered  a  prayer. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  proceeded  with  his  address 
and  referred  to  the  dead  of  other  Jurisdictions.  After 
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referring  to  the  death  of  M.  E.  Companion  William  C. 
Swain,  General  Grand  King  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States,  he  again  suspended  read¬ 
ing,  when  another  solo  was  sung,  “Face  to  Face.” 
While  these  beautiful  solos  may  make  a  deep  impression 
upon  the  Companions  present,  yet  in  this  Jurisdiction 
they  would  be  termed  “Innovations,”  a  departure  from 
the  ancient  usages,  customs  and  landmarks. 

He  visited  the  four  Chapters  of  his  Jursidiction,  also 
the  June  and  Annual  (December  27th)  Communications 
of  our  Grand  Chapter,  also  a  meeting  of  Melita  Chapter 
No.  244,  of  Philadelphia.  In  each  instance  he  was 
most  cordially  received.  We  can’t  do  anything  else  in 
Pennsylvania.  Come  again,  we  are  always  glad  to 
welcome  the  Companions  of  any  Jurisdiction  and 
especially  those  of  our  nearest  neighbor. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance 
in  his  hands  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and 
eight  cents  ($156.08),  and  invested  funds,  four  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  and  one  cent  ($420.01). 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  receipts  of 
six  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
($622.50) ;  the  membership  amounts  to  1,012,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  twenty-six  (26)  since  last  report. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was 
again  prepared  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion 
Virginus  V.  Harrison.  Pennsylvania  receives  kindly 
treatment. 

M.  E.  Companion  Stuart  J.  Horn  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest  and  R.  E.  Companion  James  H.  Price  was 
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re-elected  Grand  Secretary.  Both  were  installed  by 
the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest.  W.  B.  M. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Two  Convocations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  the  District  of  Columbia  were  held 
during  the  year. 

A  special  Convocation  was  held  on  April  23,  1909,  at 
the  new  Masonic  Temple,  at  2:15  o’clock  p.  m. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by 
M.  E.  Companion  Francis  J.  Woodman,  Grand  High 
Priest.  Quite  a  number  of  Grand  Chapter  officers  were 
absent,  a  number  being  in  attendance  at  meeting  of 
Grand  Lodge  at  same  hour.  Sffi  Past  Grand  High 
Pr  ests  and  a  number  of  members  were  present. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  as  announced  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  in  an  appropriate  manner,  being 
for  attending  the  funeral  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
M.  E.  Companion  Jose  Alaria  Yznago  (1885).  The 
Grand  Chapter  attended  the  funeral  in  a  body  after 
which  they  returned  to  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  Grand 
Chapter  was  closed  in  Ample  Form. 

The  Fcrty-third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  held  at  the  new  Masonic  Temple  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  9th,  1910,  at  7  o’clock  p.  m. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by 
M.  E.  Companion  Francis  J.  Woodman,  Grand  High 
Priest.  All  Grand  officers  except  two  being  present, 
fourteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  Representatives 
of  all  Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction. 
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M.  E.  Companion  George  E.  Corson,  General  Grand 
King  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  representing  the 
General  Grand  High  Priest,  was  received  and  cordially 
welcomed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  as  was  M.  W. 
Brother  George  C.  Ober,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

He  also  extended  Fraternal  Greetings  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  visitors:  M.  E.  Companion  Stuart  J.  Horn,  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  Companion  John  A.  Tait,  Grand  Cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Host,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware 
(proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware  say 
that  Companion  John  A.  Tait  is  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Captain),  and  Past  Grand  High  Priests  James  F.  Allen 
and  J.  James  Foble  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

Letters  and  telegrams  of  regret,  in  response  to  invi¬ 
tations,  were  received  from  a  number  of  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  officers,  including  M.  E.  Companion  Carl  A.  Sund- 
strom,  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Jurisdiction. 

A  large  number  of  Representatives  of  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions  near  this  Grand  Chapter  were  present 
(including  Pennsylvania’ a  representative)  and  were 
welcomed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  presented  his  address, extend¬ 
ing  a  most  cordial  welcome  and  fraternal  greeting  to  all, 
then  invoked  the  blessing  of  the  Supreme  Architect  of 
the  Universe  for  the  mercies  and  blessings  bestowed 
upon  the  Grand  Chapter  since  last  convocation.  He 
then  refers  to  the  great  activity  prevailing  in  a  number 
of  the  constituent  Chapters  and  the  harmony  which 
exists  in  the  Jurisdiction.  Then 
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Before  proceeding  further  with  the  business  of  the  evening  let  us  pause  a 
moment  and  strew  some  carnations  in  memory  of 

OUR  DEAD. 

t 

Our  lives  are  rivers  gliding  free 
To  that  unfathomed,  boundless  sea, 

The  silent  grave! 

Thither  all  earthly  pomp  and  boast 
Roll,  to  be  gathered  up  and  lost 
In  one  dark  wave. 

Our  cradle  is  the  starting  place, 

In  life  we  run  the  onward  race, 

And  reach  the  goal! 

When  in  the  mansions  of  the  blest 
Death  leaves  to  its  eternal  rest 
The  weary  soul. 

> 

He  paid  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Jose  Maria  Yznaga,  also  to  the  other 
dead  of  his  jurisdiction,  then  the  distinguished  dead 
of  other  Jurisdictions. 

No  decisions  were  made,  as  no  question  was  sub¬ 
mitted  requiring  a  decision.  Evidently  the  officers  of 
the  subordinate  Chapters  are  students  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
decisions  of  the  Grand  High  Priests. 

But  one  dispensation  was  granted,  that  being  to 
allow  the  officers  of  Mount  Vernon  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
No.  14,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia,  to  confer  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  in  La  Fayette  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  5, 
at  their  request. 

He  commends  very  highly  the  High  Priests’  organ¬ 
ization  which  is  composed  of  the  throne  officers  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction.  It  has  been 
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productive  of  good,  has  brought  the  Chapters  into 
closer  relations  and  relieved  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
many  duties  which  would  have  required  his  attention. 
We  doubt  if  such  would  be  of  much  service  in  our 
Jurisdiction,  except  in  populous  Masonic  districts,  and 
then  only  in  bringing  the  officers  into  closer  relations. 

In  speaking  of  his  Grand  Visitations  his  introduction 
is  as  follows: 

“The  visitations  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  constituent 
Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  were  occasions  of  great  enjoyment  and  profit. 
The  entertainments  provided  were  of  a  high  order.  The  addresses  were  in¬ 
teresting  and  instructive;  the  music,  delightful;  the  decorations  of  potted 
plants  and  flowers,  with  a  generous  exhibit  of  Old  Olory,  appealed  most 
pleasantly  to  our  senses  and  aroused  our  patriotism.  The  High  Priests  of 
the  several  Chapters  were  earnest,  intelligent  gentlemen,  worthy  of  the  ex¬ 
alted  stations  which  they  occupied  and  which  they  so  successfully  filled. 
Harmony  and  cordial  companionship  were  everywhere  in  evidence.” 

He  visited  every  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction  and  in 
all  visitations  was  most  cordially  received.  Wherever 
it  is  possible  the  Grand  High  Priest  should  visit  every 
Chapter  of  the  Jurisdiction.  Such,  however,  is  impos¬ 
sible  in  this  Jurisdiction;  still,  experience  has  convinced 
me  that  a  Grand  High  Priest  should  visit  as  many 
Chapters  as  possible.  It  always  arouses  enthusiasm 
and  stimulates  the  officers  and  members  to  greater 
efforts  for  the  good  of  their  Chapters. 

The  new  Masonic  Temple  is  now  under  the  absolute 
control  and  management  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  where  it 
properly  belongs.  Every  subordinate  Chapter  has  donated 
and  at  this  convocation  the  Grand  Chapter  generously 
donated  and  transferred  their  stock  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  company  with  the  Council  officers  he  attended  the 
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Thirty-fourth  Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  they  were 
hospitably  entertained. 

# 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in 
good  condition,  as  is  shown  by  the  Grand  Treasurer 
and  Trustees.  The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a 
balance  on  hand  of  $4,304.56,  and  the  Trustees  show 
assets  amounting  to  $3,718.75. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary7  shows  the  present 
membership  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  be  3,587,  a  gain 
of  69  since  last  report. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is 
presented  by  Companion  Roe  Fulkerson.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  accorded  a  two-page  review.  Reference  is 
made  to  a  decision  of  the  writer  which  is  correct  and 
proper  and  was  absolutely  necessary  under  the  laws  in 
our  Jurisdiction. 

There  were  engravings  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
M.  E.  Companion  Jose  Maria  Yznaga,  now  deceased, 
and  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Companion  Francis  J. 
Woodman. 

M.  E.  Companion  Kenton  N.  Harper  was  elected 
Grand  High  Priest  and  Arnie  W.  Johnston  was  re¬ 
elected  Grand  Secretary.  Both  were  installed  by 
M.  E.  Companion  George  E.  Corson,  General  Grand 
King  of  the  General  Grand  ^Chapter. 


W.  B.  M. 
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ENGLAND. 

Since  last  report  we  have  proceedings  of  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  England  for 
the  Quarterly  Convocations  held  as  follows  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  the  third  day  of  November,  1909,  Wednesday,  the 
second  day  of  February,  1910;  Wednesday,  the  fourth 
day  of  May,  1910,  and  Wednesday,  the  third  day  of 
August,  1910.  M.  E.  Companion  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Ampthill,  G.  C.  S.  I.,  G.  C.  I.  E.,  Pro.  Grand  Z,  at  the 
meetings  in  November  and  May,  and  M.  E.  Companion 
Rev.  Herbert  W.  Turner,  M.  A.  Grand  Superintendent 
for  Surrey,  as  Pro.  Grand  Z  at  the  meetings  of  February 
and  August,  E.  Companion  Sir  Edward  Letchworth, 
F.  S.  A.  Grand  Scribe  E,  were  with  all  other  officers  in 
their  respective  stations  and  places. 

The  Grand  Chapter  is  always  opened  in  Ancient  and 
solemn  form,  the  minutes  are  then  read  and  confirmed. 

At  the  Quarterly  Convocation  on  November  3d,  1909, 
the  following  was  offered: 

“On  the  motion  of  E.  Companion  R.  Horton  Horton-Smith,iC  C.,  President 
of  the  Committee  of  General  Purposes,  seconded  by  E.  Companion  Frank 
Richardson,  P.  Dep.  G.  Reg.,  G.  Dir.  of  Cers.,  the  following  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  General  Purposes  was  taken  as  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
received,  and  entered  on  the  Minutes.” 

The  same  motion  was  offered  at  each  Quarterly  Con¬ 
vocation  and  by  the  same  Companions,  thus  indicating 
the  controlling  influence  of  the  “Committee  of  General 
Purposes.” 

Every  motion  made  at  Quarterly  Convocations  of 
November,  February,  May  and  August  was  made  by 
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E.  Companion  R.  H.  Horton  Horton-Smith,  K.  C.,  and 
seconded  by  E.  Companion  Frank  Richardson.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  motions  always  prevailed. 

Twenty-one  petitions  for  new  chapters  were  presented 
to  the  “Committee  of  General  Purposes,”  the  petitions 
being  regular,  the  committee  recommended  that  the 
prayers  of  the  petitioners  be  granted.  Motions  by  the 
Companion  above  named  to  grant  charters  prevailed. 
In  one  instance  they  required  a  change  in  three  of  the 
officers. 

Memorials  were  received  from  sixteen  Chapters  with 
extracts  of  minutes  for  permission  to  change  their  place 
of  meeting.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  “Com¬ 
mittee  of  General  Purposes”  all  were  granted.  Six 
removed  from  hotels  and  restaurants  and  five  removed 
to  hotels  and  restaurants.  Better  remove  to  a  Masonic 
hall  if  possible. 

The  only  evidence  we  can  find  of  an  election  or  ap¬ 
pointment  is  as  follows: 


“The  following  Committee  of  General  Purposes  was  appointed  and  elected 
for  the  ensuing  twelve  months,  viz.: 


The  M.  E.  Grand  Principals. 


E.  Comp.  R.  HORTON  HORTON-SMITH,  K.  C.  .  .  President. 

JOHN  STRACHAN,  K.  C . G.  Registrar. 

“  J.  V.  VESEY  FITZGERALD,  K.C.  .  .  .  P.  Dep.  G.  Reg. 

W.  ALFRED  DAWSON,  P.  A.  G.  Soj.  .  .  P.  Z.  No.  7. 

“  HENRY  E.  DEHANE . P.  Z.  No.  890. 

“  CHARLES  KEMPTON  . P.  Z.  No.  753. 

“  W.  JOHN  SONGHURST,  P.  A.  G.  D.  C.  .  P.  Z.  No.  720. 

“  CHARLES  J.  R.  TIJOU,  P.  A.  G.  D.  C.  .  .  P.  Z.  No.  2256. 

“  Major  THOMAS  CHARLES  WALLS,  P.  Dep. 

G.  D.  C . .  P.  Z.  No.  3.” 
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The  Committee  of  General  Purposes  holds  frequent 
meetings  and  passes  upon  all  matters  that  come  before 
Grand  Chapter.  There  are  instances  where  the  details 
of  their  actions  are  not  submitted  to  Grand  Chapter,  as 
follows: 

“The  Committee  have  finally  to  report  that  they  have  received  from  the 
Island  of  Antigua  and  dealt  with  a  case  submitted  to  them  for  their  decision, 
but  not  involving  the  submission  of  its  details  to  this  Supreme  Grand  Chapter. 

(Signed)  Richard  Horton  Horton-Smith, 

President." 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in 
good  condition.  The  audit  to  June  30,  1910,  shows  a 
balance  of  £1051-13-1,  with  Balance  Suspense  Account 
of  £407-5-6. 

The  amounts  received  from  constituent  Chapters,  as 
shown  by  report  from  April  1st,  1909,  to  March  31st, 
1910,  amounted  to  £2026-3-3.  The  receipts  from  all 
sources  amounted  to  £2780-6-6,  and  the  expenditures 
were  £1821-5-0,  leaving  a  balance  of  £959-1-6. 

W.  B.  M. 

ENGLAND  and  WALES. 

Four  Quarterly  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Mark  Master  Masons  and  the  Colonies  and  De¬ 
pendencies  of  the  British  Crown,  were  held  on  August 
31st  and  November  30th,  1909,  March  1st  and  May 
31st,  1910,  at  Mark  Master  Masons’  Hall,  Great  Queen 
Street,  London. 

Quarterly  Communicatiomheld  Tuesday,  August  31, 
1909,  was  presided  over  by  M.  W.  the  Earl  of  Euston, 
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with  R.  W.  C.  F.  Matier,  P.  G.  W.,  as  Grand  Secretary. 
Large  numbers  of  Grand  Officers  and  members  were 
present.  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  form. 

4 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Quarterly  Communication 
were  read  and  confirmed. 

Then  business  as  approved  by  the  General  Board  was 
presented,  when,  “on  motion  of  R.  W.  Frank  Richard¬ 
son,  P.  G.  W.,  President  of  the  General  Board,  seconded 
by  V.  W.  A.  J.  Thomas,  P.  G.  Or,  G.  Dir.  of  Cerms.,  the 
following  report  of  the  General  Board  was  taken  as 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  received  and  entered  on  the 
minutes.” 

» 

Then  follows  the  printed  report,  which  contains  the 
business  transacted,  together  witffithe  appointments  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 
They  also  report  the  resignation  of  the  Provincial  Grand 
Master  for  Sussex,  also  the  death  of  the  District  Grand 
Master  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Forty-first 
Annual  Festival  in  aid  of  the  “Fund  of  Benevolence,” 
at  which  the  sum  of  ^2,242-33-65  was  realized;  the 
report  also  contains  a  number  of  other  items. 

R.  W.  Frank  Richardson  moved  that  the  report  be 
adopted;  seconded  by  Brother  A.  J.  Thomas.  Carried 
unanimously. 

The  Senior  Grand  Warden  for  the  year,  on  account 
of  illness,  was  unable  to  attend  the  last  Quarterly 
Communication.  Brother,  The  Lord  Hotham  was  then 
conducted  to  the  throne  and  invested  as  Senior  Grand 
Warden. 

The  Quarterly  Communications  held  November 
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30th,  1909,  March  1st  and  May  31st,  1910,  were  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  M.  W.  The  Earl  of  Euston,  Pro.  Grand 
Master  R.  W.  C.  F.  Matier,  P.  G.  W.,  as  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  with  a  large  number  of  Grand  Lodge  officers  and 
members  present. 

The  business  of  these  Communications  was  prepared 
by  the  “  General  Board/’  and  adopted  without  a  dis¬ 
senting  voice.  The  plan  seems  to  work  well,  but  it 
does  seem  that  such  a  method  would  not  be  kindly 
received  here;  the  American  idea  of  independence 
would  lead  to  a  minority  report  or  some  member  would 
attack  the  report  and  trouble  would  ensue,  and  portions 
of  the  report  would  be  so  amended  that  its  best  friends 
would  not  recognize  it. 

Matters  of  importance  were  transacted,  among  them 
being  the  nomination,  election  or  appointment  and 
installation  of  Grand  Officers. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  November 
30th,  1909,  W.  Brother  J.  McNeile  Miller  placed  in 
nomination  “His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Con¬ 
naught  and  Strathearn”  as  M.  W.  Grand  Master  for 
the  ensuing  year.  At  the  Quarterly  Communication 
held  March  1st,  1910,  the  Brother  who  on  November 
30,  1909,  nominated  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  proposed 
his  re-election,  which  was  seconded  and  unanimously 
carried.  The  Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies  then  pro¬ 
claimed  the  newly-elected  Grand  Master.  At  the 
Quarterly  Communication  held  May  31st,  1910,  he  was 
installed  and  again  proclaimed. 

The  installation  was  certainly  peculiar;  we  quote  it: 
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“The  M.  W.  Pro.  Grand  Master:  The  next  business  is  the  installation  of 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master.  I  declare  ‘His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Connaught  duly  installed.’” 

% 

The  proclamation  was  again  made.  The  proclama¬ 
tion  is  lengthy  and  was  quoted  in  last  year’s  proceed¬ 
ings.  The  Grand  Master  reappointed  ‘The  Earl  of 
Euston”  as  Pro.  Grand  Masterwhen  he  was  proclaimed. 
This  proclamation  is  also  very  lengthy,  embracing 
many  titles  and  honors. 

Then  follows  what  we  would  term  a  regular  installa¬ 
tion. 

“The  Most  Worshipful  Pro.  Grand  Master:  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Alaster  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  Earl  of 
Stradbroke  as  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

‘  ‘  Lord  Stradbroke  advanced  to  the  Throne>  and  having  taken  the  obliga¬ 
tion  as  Deputy  Grand  Alaster,  was  duly  installed  and  saluted. 

“Whereupon  the  Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies  proclaimed: 

“Be  it  known  That  the  Right  Honourable  George  Edward  John  Alowbray, 
Earl  of  Stradbroke,  Viscount  Dunwich,  Baron  Rous,  and  a  Baronet,  Com¬ 
panion  of  the  most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Companion  of  the  Royal 
Victorian  Order,  Territorial  Decoration,  Vice  Admiral  for  the  County  of- 
Suffolk,  Colonel  Commanding  the  3d  East  Anglian  Brigade,  Royal  Field 
Artillery  and  Honorary  Colonel  1st  Brigade,  Aide-de-Camp  to  His  Alajesty, 
Provincial  Grand  Alaster  for  Suffolk,  Provincial  Grand  Alaster  of  Alark 
Alaster  Alasons  for  East  Anglia,  First  Great  Constable  United  Orders  of  the 
Temple  and  Hospital,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  is  appointed  and  installed  Deputy  Grand 
Alaster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alark  Alaster  Alasons  of  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  whom  may  the  Great  Overseer  of  the  Universe  long  preserve.” 

It  may  be  possible  that  the  form  used  in  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Master  and  Pro.  Grand  Master  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  re-election  and  reappointment. 
The  Pro.  Grand  Master  then  presented  the  list  of  ap¬ 
pointments  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master;  they  are 


numerous. 


138 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1910. 


At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  May  31st, 
1910, after  opening  Grand  Lodge,  the  Pro.  Grand  Master 
addressed  Grand  Lodge  as  follows: 

“The  M.  W.  Pro.  Grand  Master:  Brethren,  it  is  with  feelings  of  the  deep¬ 
est  grief,  feelings  that  I  know  are  shared  by  every  member  of  the  Mark 
Degree,  that  I  address  you  on  this  occasion. 

“Englishmen  of  every  station  have  paid  the  tribute  of  their  sorrow  and 
sympathy  to  the  memory  of  our  late  King,  and  in  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  only  a  few  days  ago,  the  Pro.  Grand  Master,  Lord  Ampthill,  most 
eloquently  expressed  in  all  our  names  as  Freemasons,  the  assurance  of  that 
respect  and  veneration  and  affection  which  we  will  ever  entertain  for  our 
much  beloved  and  departed  Ruler. 

1 ‘ 1  would  like  to  say  how  very  greatly,  in  our  distinctive  character  of  Mark 
Masons,  we  have  been  indebted  to  our  late  Grand  Master. 

“His  Majesty,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  was  advanced  to  the  Mark  Degree 
at  a  Special  Lodge  on  the  30th  October,  1883,  by  his  Royal  Brother,  the  late 
Duke  of  Albany,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  was  graciously  pleased  to  accept 
the  rank  and  dignity  of  Past  Grand  Master,  which  was  conferred  on  him  at  a 
Special  Meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  on  the  8th  December  the  same  year,  when  he 
was  duly  installed  and  invested  by  the  late  Lord  Henniker,  the  Grand  Master 
of  that  year. 

“In  December,  1885,  the  Earl  of  Kintore,  who  was  then  in  the  Chair  of 
Grand  Lodge,  informed  the  Brethren  that  he  had  the  honour  to  nominate 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  Grand  Master,  and  had  also  the 
authority  of  His  Royal  Highness  to  say,  that  if  elected,  he  would  be  most 
happy  to  fill  the  duties  of  the  office.  This  announcement  was  hailed  with 
unqualified  pleasure  and  delight,  and  His  Royal  Highness  was  elected  by 
acclamation,  and  at  a  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  on  1st  July,  1886,  he  was 
installed  in  the  presence  of  a  Meeting,  the  largest  number  of  Mark  Masons 
ever  known  in  England. 

“During  the  years  His  late  Majesty  filled  the  Chair  of  Grand  Master,  I  am 
personally  able  to  vouch  for  the  great  interest  he  took  in  the  Mark  Degree, 
and  how  minutely  he  went  into  all  business  and  all  questions  laid  before  him. 
On  the  death  of  the  revered  and  lamented  Queen  Victoria  he  became  the 
Patron  of  this  Branch  of  Freemasonry.” 

A  beautiful  tribute  to  England’s  great  King  and 
distinguished  Free  Mason. 

Neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  lodges  is  dealt  with 
rather  severely.  We  quote: 
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“That  the  Lodge  had  been  guilty  of  negligence  in  not  ascertaining,  prior 
to  the  Installation,  that  the  Worshipful  Master  Elect  was  not  eligible  for  the 
Chair,  and  that  the  Lodge  be  censured  for  not  taking  precautions  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Book  of  Constitutions  were  duly  observed. 

t 

“That  the  Lodge  should  apply  for  a  dispensation  which  should  be  dated 
nunc  pro  tunc ,  and  read  at  the  next  regular’  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  and  that 
the  Master  be  thereupon  re-installed  in  the  presence  of  a  Board  of  Installed 
Masters,  and  the  ruling  of  the  Board  should  be  read  at  the  same  meeting,  and 
entered  on  the  Minutes. 

“That  the  Lodge  be  fined  the  sum  of  one  guinea.” 


This  occurred  several  times  during  the  year.  It 
would  certainly  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  lodges. 

The  Mark  Benevolent  Fund  Festival  which  this  year 
was  in  charge  of  and  presided  over  by  the  Earl  of  Euston, 
Pro.  Grand  Master,  assisted  by  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  stewards,  shows  receipts  of  ^5,490,  equal  to 
twenty-seven  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($27,450). 

Their  list  of  pupils  shows  ten  boys  and  four  girls  and 
in  their  annuities,  six  males  and  thirteen  widows. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Quarterly  Communications 
are  both  instructive  and  interesting. 

I  have  no  evidenceof  a  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

W.  B.  M. 


FLORIDA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State 
of  Florida  assembled  in  its  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  Jackson¬ 
ville,  at  10:00  o’clock  A.  m.,  Wednesday,  May  11th, 
A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 
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After  the  Secretary  had  reported  numerous  regrets 
from  Companions  for  inability  to  be  present,  the 
Grand  Chapter  got  down  to  work,  and  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  T.  Picton  Warlow,  delivered 
an  address. 

From  it,  we  clip  the  opening,  which  explains  why  the 
Annual  Grand  Convocation  was  held  a  day  later  than 
the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution. 

“We  have  assembled  here  in  Annual  Grand  Convocation  a  day  later  than 
the  time  fixed  by  our  constitution,  in  compliance  with  an  order  issued  by  me 
on  the  twenty-second  day  of  March  last. 

“It  came  to  my  knowledge  that  the  primary  election  for  the  nomination  of 
candidates  for  all  State  and  county  officers,  as  well  as  for  a  Senator  and  three 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  was  to  be  held  through¬ 
out  the  State  on  the  day  fixed  for  opening  the  Convocation. 

“All  Masons  should  discharge  their  obligations  as  citizens  and  I  felt  that 
the  officers  and  members  of  this  body  should  be  relieved  of  the  embarrassment 
of  being  compelled  to  neglect  either  their  duties  to  the  State  and  country  or 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  So  I  determined  to  exercise 
the  authority  given  to  the  Grand  High  Priest,  by  the  constitution,  to  desig¬ 
nate,  for  good  cause,  some  other  time  for  holding  the  Annual  Grand  Convoca¬ 
tion  and  had  the  necessary  order  published  throughout  the  State,  in  order 
that  every  officer  and  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  might  have  due  notice 
of  the  change.” 

The  address  is  interesting  in  its  retrospective  features 
and  deals  with  the  troubles  and  discouragements  of 
Capitular  Masonry  during  the  reconstruction  period. 
He  says  that 

“  In  1886,  only  four  Chapters  were  represented  and  only  six  had  sent  in  their 
returns,  with  a  total  membership  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight;  but  five 
of  the  regular  officers  were  at  their  stations  when  the  Grand  Convocation  was 
opened.  Twice  about  that  time,  the  Grand  Convocation  was  opened  with 
a  bare  quorum,  representing  three  constituent  Royal  Arch  Chapters. 

“All  of  the  seven  Chapters  represented  in  1886  subsequently  forfeited  their 
charters  and  four  of  them  are  defunct.  The  other  three  have  been  restored, 
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but  largely  with  a  new  membership  and  only  one  of  these  has  regained  its 
former  name  and  number. 

“The  revival  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  commenced  in  the  eastern  and  south¬ 
ern  parts  of  the  State,  where  many  new  settlers  from  the  older  States  estab¬ 
lished  their  homes,  after  the  social  and  business  conditions  began  to  improve 
and  new  and  profitable  business  interests  and  industries  had  been  developed; 
some  of  our  strongest  Chapters  are  now  located  in  those  sections  and  their 
membership  includes  many  who  are  well  skilled  in  the  Chapter  work  and 
proficient  in  the  hidden  mysteries  of  the  Royal  Craft.  As  late  as  1887,  there 
was  but  one  active  Chapter  in  all  middle  and  west  Florida,  extending  westward 
from  the  Suwannee  River  to  the  Alabama  line,  a  distance  of  three  hundred 
miles.  This  was  located  near  the  western  extremity  of  this  territory  in 
Escambia  County. 

“Two  of  the  three  Chapters  which  formed  the  Grand  Chapter  and  six  of  the 
eight  which  were  first  chartered  were  established  in  this  part  of  the  State  but, 
with  this  single  exception,  their  altars  were  in  darkness. 

“Florida  Chapter  was  revived  at  Tallahassee  in  1887  and  there  are  two 
others  now  in  good  working  order  in  middle  Florida  and  there  is  a  strong 
Chapter  under  dispensation  west  of  the  Apalachicola  River,  at  Marianna, 
which  will  apply  for  a  charter  at  this  Convocation.  There  will,  I  trust,  be 
other  new  links  added  to  this  fraternal  chain,  which  will  unite  us  more  firmly 
than  ever  with  our  companions  in  Escambia. 

“My  home  Chapter  was  not  revived  until  1905  and  there  were  but  four  of 
our  old  membership  left  to  assist  in  the  work  of  re-organization.  Our  number 
had  been  given  to  another  Chapter,  but  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
the  Chapter  was  rehabilitated  and  resumed  work  under  the  old  name  and 
with  the  old  charter.  It  has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  resume  my  place  as 
an  active  worker  in  my  own  Chapter  since  then,  as  well  as  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  it  was  a  very  pleasant  surprise  when  my  companions  honored 
me,  two  years  ago,  by  again  placing  me  in  the  position  of  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  which  I  had  filled  thirty-five  years  before.  I  had  declined  further 
advancement  at  the  close  of  that  term,  but  when  the  high  honor  of  the  Grand 
High  Priesthood  was  again  tendered  me  last  year,  I  accepted  it  with  a  full 
appreciation  of  the  kind  and  generous  spirit  which  had  prompted  my  com¬ 
panions  and  associates,  in  committing  to  my  trust  the  great  power  which 
belongs  to  this  exalted  position.  And  now  that  the  time  has  come  for  me  to 
report  my  official  acts  during  my  term  of  office  and  to  recommend  such 
measures  for  the  coming  year  as  seem  to  be  expedient,  I  do  so  with  the  con¬ 
sciousness  that  1  have  endeavored  to  discharge  my  duties  with  fidelity  and 
with  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  and  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

“The  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  There  have  been  no  jarring  notes  of 
discord  and  peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  throughout  the  Jursidlction. 
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“The  two  new  Chapters  chartered  at  our  Sixty-third  Annual  Convocation, 
held  last  year,  have  made  satisfactory  progress  and  are  doing  good  work. 

“Two  other  Chapters  have  been  working  under  dispensations  and  will 
apply  for  charters  at  the  present  Grand  Convocation. 

“The  aggregate  membership  reported  last  year  was  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventeen  (1,817);  it  has  been  increased  this  year  to  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  (1,938).” 

Four  pages  are  devoted  to  necrology  of  his  own  and 
other  Jurisdictions  and  we  find  the  name  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  associated  with  the  record  of  the  death  of 
P.  G.  H.  P.  our  late  beloved  Companion  Alexander  H. 
Morgan. 

A  great  amount  of  space  is  devoted  to  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  and  a  number  of  decisions  of  the 
General  Grand  High  Priest  are  quoted  in  the  address, 
from  which  we  clip  the  following: 

“1.  A  member  of  a  Chapter  who  has  not  paid  his  dues  but  is  otherwise  in 
good  standing  cannot  be  debarred  from  the  privilege  of  voting  by  a  by-law. 
He  must  first  be  tried  and  convicted  and  such  a  by-law  is  invalid. 

“2.  One  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chanters  in  Wyoming  opposed  the  forming  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  in  that  State  and  took  no  part  in  the  proceedings,  preferring 
to  remain  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and,  when 
called  upon  to  make  returns  to  the  new  Grand  Chapter  for  the  State, asked  for 
the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  General  Grand  Secretary  upon  the  subject. 

“The  communication  having  been  referred  to  the  General  High  Priest,  he 
ruled  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wyoming,  having  been  regularly  organized, 
had  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  subordinate  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  that 
State  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  obey  all  lawful  orders  issued  by  it  or  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest  thereof. 

“3.  The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Louisiana  received  a  communication  from 
a  Companion  in  Panama,  inquiring  whether  he  would  act  upon  a  petition  for 
forming  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  that  country,  if  presented  to  him,  and  grant 
a  dispensation  for  that  purpose.  The  Grand  High  Priest,  being  doubtful 
of  his  power  to  take  action  in  such  a  case,  referred  the  matter  to  the  General 
Grand  High  Priest.  He  replied  that  no  Grand  Chapter  under  the  jurisdiction 
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of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  had  the  power  to  organize  a  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  outside  of  its  own  territorial  jurisdiction. 

“Those  familiar  with  the  history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  State  will 
recollect  that  the  principle  involved  in  this  decision  caused  much  embarrass¬ 
ment  and  confusion  at  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

• 

“The  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina,  which  was  at  the  time  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  had  chartered  a  Chapter  at  St. 
Augustine  under  the  name  of  Florida  Chapter  number  four.  This  Chapter 
was  one  of  the  three  constituent  Chapters  which  met  in  convention  at  Talla¬ 
hassee  in  1847  and  formed  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  and  took  a  new 
charter  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  as  Florida  Chapter  number  two. 

“Isaac  H.  Bronson,  who  presided  over  this  convention  and  at  a  later  date 
became  Grand  High  Priest  and  Thomas  Douglas,  the  first  Grand  High  Priest, 
were  members  of  this  Chapter. 

“The  new  Grand  Chapter  applied  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for 
recognition  and  admission  as  a  constituent,  but  the  request  was  denied  upon 
the  ground  that  it  had  not  been  duly  organized  by  three  regularly  consti¬ 
tuted  Chapters,  because  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  had  no  author¬ 
ity  to  establish  a  Chapter  outside  the  State.  Iywas  not  until  this  irregularity 
was  healed  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  received  recognition  as  a  lawful 
body  of  the  Royal  Craft.” 


The  following  decision,  and  the  only  one,  has  the 
merit  of  sound  common  sense  and  honesty. 


“The  only  decisions  or  rulings  I  have  been  called  upon  to  make  are  the 
following: 

“A  member  of  Island  Chapter,  number  twenty-one,  was  suspended  by  his 
lodge,  December  16th,  1908.  At  that  time  he  was  in  arrears  to  his  Chapter 
for  dues  for  1906  and  1907  and  in  1907,  at  his  request,  the  Chapter  granted 
him  further  time  to  settle  the  unpaid  dues.  On  the  23d  of  December,  1908, 
he  paid  the  dues  for  1906  and  1907,  but  not  for  1908.  On  April  14th,  1909, 
he  requested  the  Chapter  to  refund  the  money  thus  paid. 

“  1 .  Should  a  Chapter  receive  dues  from  a  member  suspended  by  a  lodge 
of  Master  Masons  for  any  year  or  any  number  of  years  prior  to  such  suspen¬ 
sion. 

“2.  Should  a  Chapter  refund  the  same  at  a  later  date,  when  he  has  been 
denied  the  privileges  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason? 
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“3.  In  case  of  such  suspension,  if  the  Companion  offers  to  pay  dues  for 
the  year,  in  which  the  suspension  occurred,  before  he  is  reinstated  in  his  lodge, 
should  the  Chapter  accept  the  same? 

“Answer.  The  Companion  was  justly  indebted  to  Island  Chapter, 
number  twenty-one,  for  his  dues  and  it  was  his  duty  to  pay  them.  His 
suspension  did  not  relieve  him  of  this  obligation  nor  did  it  relieve  the  Chapter 
from  payment  of  dues  to  the  Grand  Chapter  for  him  for  all  three  years,  1906, 
1907,  1908. 

“He  has  only  done  his  duty,  in  paying  his  dues  for  1906  and  1907  and  the 
Chapter  should  not  return  the  amount  paid.  He  still  owes  for  1908  and  the 
Chapter  is  entited  to  the  same. 

“After  the  end  of  the  Masonic  year  ending  December  27th,  1908,  his 
liability  for  dues  ceased,  but  not  until  then.” 

We  have  a  fellow  feeling  for  all  secretaries,  Grand  or 
subordinate,  and  congratulate  Companion  Wilber  P. 
Webster  on  what  follows: 

Grand  Secretary. 

“I  have  visited  the  Grand  Secretary’s  office  a  number  of  times  during  the 
year  and  have  examined  his  work  with  some  care.  His  books  and  files  are 
well  kept  and  carefully  arranged;  the  records  are  in  good  order;  he  is  prompt 
in  his  correspondence  and  his  methods  of  business  are  so  systematic  that  he  is 
ready  at  all  times  to  furnish  any  information  that  his  office  contains,  relating 
to  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  In  the  discharge  of  our  official  duties, 
we  have  had  many  communications  with  one  another  and  his  prompt  and 
intelligent  action  has  often  lightened  my  duties.” 


Jacksonville  Chapter  No.  12 

“issues  a  membership  card  to  each  of  its  Companions  who  applies  for  one, 
upon  which  is  stated  the  date  to  which  the  holder  has  paid  his  dues.  These 
cards  are  very  useful  for  these  who  travel  in  jurisdictions  where  Companions, 
who  desire  admission  as  visitors,  are  required  to  produce  documentary 
evidence  of  their  Masonic  standing.  I  give  the  form  of  this  card  for  other 
Chapters  throughout  the  State  that  may  desii'e  to  adopt  their  use. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER,  R.  A.  M. 

OF  FLORIDA 


Cf )t0  10  to  Certify  that  Jacksonville  Chapter  No.  12  is  a 
legally  constituted  Chapter  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Chapter. 

Grand  Secretary. 


c  mt)t0  10  to  Certify  that 
3 

V 

•  H 

55  Companion . . 

^  who  has  signed  his  name  in  the  margin ,  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  good  standing ,  a  member  of  Jacksonville  Chapter 
No.  12  and  has  paid  his  dues  in  full  to  December  27 ,  191 .  .  . 

Secretary. 

Jacksonville ,  Fla., . . 191 

This  card  is  VOID  alter  December  2T,  191 . 


With  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania’s  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Florida,  ends. 

There  is  no  report  of  a  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
T.  Picton  Warlow,  M.  E.  G.  High  Priest. 

Wilber  P.  Webster,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


GEORGIA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Georgia  met  in  the  Eighty- 
eighth  Annual  Convocation,  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in 
the  city  of  Macon,  at  ten  o’clock  a.  m.,  Wednesday, 
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April  27,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440,  and  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form ,  and  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  A.  E. 
Sansburn,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  J.  A. 
Walton,  delivered  his  annual  address,  and  its  opening 
words  follow: 

“Companions:  In  the  providence  of  God  we  are  permitted  to  assemble  in 
this  our  Eighty-eighth  Annual  Convocation.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail 
throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  and  our  beloved  State  is  enjoying  a  period 
of  unexampled  prosperity.  Let  us  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord: 
For  He  is  good,  for  His  mercy  endureth  forever.  We  have  assembled  at  this 
time  for  the  purpose  of  commingling  with  each  other,  renewing  associations  of 
the  past,  reviewing  achievements  of  the  year  just  closed,  enacting  such  legis¬ 
lation  as  you  may  deem  necessary  and  wise,  to  recall  the  virtues  of  those 
worthy  Companions  who  during  the  year  were  called  to  the  Lodge  on  High, 
and  to  ponder  o’er  the  hours  that  have  past  and  gone.” 

The  following  decisions  were  rendered: 

“1.  Question  from  Valdosta  Chapter  No.  107. — There  has  applied  to  our 
Chapter  for  membership,  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  an  object  of  charity. 
The  fee  has  been  paid  by  a  friend  and  brother.  The  question  now  arises: 
Have  we  the  right  under  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  remit  the  fee? 
Answer. — Article  88  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia, 
reads  as  follows:  ‘ No  Chapter  shall  confer  the  degrees  for  a  less  sum  than  $20, 
and  no  portion  of  it  can  be  returned,  either  as  a  loan,  donation  or  otherwise.’ 
Held  therefore,  that  the  fee  cannot  be  remitted  under  any  circumstances. 

“2.  Question  from  D.  F.  Irving  Chapter,  No.  35,  Thomson,  Ga. — Can 
either  a  High  Priest  or  Acting  High  Priest  withhold  indefinitely  the  granting 
of  a  dimit  to  a  Companion,  who  is  clear  on  the  books  and  against  whom  no 
charges  have  been  preferred?  Answer. — Article  117  of  the  Code  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Georgia,  reads  as  follows:  ‘A  member  in  good  standing  and  clear 
on  the  books  and  against  whom  no  charges  are  preferred  in  either  the  Chapter 
or  Symbolic  Lodge,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  dimit  by  a  vote  of  his  Chapter.’ 
Held  therefore,  that  unless  charges  are  preferred  on  or  before  the  date  of  next 
regular  convocation  after  application  has  been  made  for  a  dimit,  the  applicant 
being  clear  on  the  books,  is  entitled  to  a  dimit.” 

He  thus  concludes  his  address: 

“My  Companions:  When  you  honored  me  by  elevating  me  to  the  exalted 
station  of  Grand  High  Priest  I  then  said  to  you,  I  appreciate  the  responsibility 
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that  you  endow  me  with,  I  pledged  you  my  Masonic  word  that  I  would 
devote  all  the  energy  I  could  command  to  the  upbuilding  of  Capitular  Masonry 
in  this  Jurisdiction.  I  said  I  would  strive  to  maintain  the  high  standard  for 
which  the  State  of  Georgia  was  noted,  and  I  further  said  that  no  honor  ever 
came  to  me  that  was  more  highly  appreciated.'  Companions:  In  surrendering 
this  gavel  to  my  successor,  I  do  so  with  the  full-consciousness  that  I  have  made 
every  sincere  and  earnest  effort  to  fulfil  my  pledges  of  twelve  months  ago,  and 
in  so  doing  well  do  I  realize  that  my  efforts  have  not  been  free  from  error, 
but  in  all  things  I  have  had  naught  but  the  interest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in 
mind  and  heart.  I  have  done  the  very  best  that  I  knew  and  the  shortcomings 
that  are  mine,  I  bid  you  view  them  with  true  Masonic  charity. 

“My  thanks  are  due  to  all  Companions  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact 
either  in  person  or  correspondence,  for  in  every  instance  only  pleasure  and 
cordial  relationship  has  resulted.  If  I  have  performed  my  duty  as  you  would 
have  me  perform  it,  if  I  have  fulfilled  the  pledges  made,  then  to  those  who 
so  ably  aided  me  must  the  credit  belong,  for  a  great  privilege  indeed  has  it 
been  to  me  to  occupy  the  exalted  station  of  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  for  the  term  of  1909-1910.  And  now,  my  Companions,  let  each 
of  us  see  to  it  and  so  regulate  our  lives  by  the  plumb  line  of  justice,  ever 
squaring  our  actions  by  the  square  of  virtue,  that  when  the  Supreme  Grand 
Warden  of  Heaven  shall  call  for  us  we  may  be  found  ready.” 

But  we  wish  he  had  not  called  the  Almighty  and 
Ever  Living  God  the  “Supreme  Grand  Warden  of 
Heaven.”  As  Warville,  of  Illinois,  says,  it  uninten¬ 
tionally  smacks  of  irreverence. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  elect,  upon  assuming  his 
office,  said: 


“My  Companions — In  taking  up  the  gavel  to  govern  the  Craft  for  the 
following  year  I  do  so  with  many  misgivings  of  my  ability  to  so  guide  the  work 
as  to  meet  my  own  approval.” 

He  starts  out  on  the  right  track.  He  has  an  ideal  or 
ideals  and  these  are  evidently  high,  for  he  is  doubtful 
of  living  up  to  them.  He  admits  he  has  “  misgivings.” 
Misgivings,  not  that  he  shall  fail  to  please  others,  but 
that  he  shall  not  “meet  (his)  own  approval.” 
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Probably  no  one  ever  reached  the  pinnacle  of  his 
ideal  and,  doubtless,  no  one  ever  will  reach  it;  but 
possessing  ideals,  however  high,  will  inevitably  lead  to 
better  work  and  to  that  self-approval  which,  after  all, 
is  the  important  point. 

Much  space  is  devoted  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  and  it  is  good  reading,  too. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of 
Companion  A.  Q.  Moody.  He  begins  as  follows: 

“We  herewith  submit  our  first  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

“In  introducing  our  report,  we  desire  to  pay  loving  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  our  lamented  predecessor,  Companion  A.  M.  Lambdin,  who,  for  ten  years, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  furnished  his  Companions  with  skillful  and 
interesting  reviews  of  the  various  Grand  Chapters  as  shown  in  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings.  A  ripe  scholar,  a  genial  companion,  and  a  zealous  Mason,  he  has 
made  his  impress  on  the  Masonic  history  of  Georgia. 

However  imperfect  our  report  may  be,  we  hope  our  Companions  will 
find  time  to  read  it.  It  will  put  them  in  touch  with  the  Masonic  history  of 
the  world,  thus  giving  them  a  just  appreciation  of  that  grand  old  society,  of 
which  we  are  members,  and  which  has  for  its  lofty  ideal  the  ‘Fatherhood  of 
God  and  Brotherhood  of  Man.’” 

The  report  is  beautifully  printed  in  large,  readable 
type,  but  is  condensed  to  such  a  degree  that  quotable 
matter  is  next  to  impossible.  This  throws  our  scissors 
and  paste-pot  into  “innocuous  desuetude.” 

Under  Connecticut  re  the  following  decision: 

“A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  must  be  opened  and  closed  in  form  at 
every  convocation,  whether  such  convocation  be  stated  or  special.  A  Lodge 
of  Mark  Masters,  Past  Masters,  or  Most  Excellent  Masters  cannot  be  opened 
at  any  convocation  without  first  opening  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.” 

He  says: 

“The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  endorsed  this  decision,  but  we  do  not 
concur.  One  reason  that  our  Companions  do  not  better  attend  the  subordi- 
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nate  Chapters,  is  because  they  become  tired  of  the  long  ceremonies  inci¬ 
dent  to  opening  and  closing  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  In  some  cases,  this 
is  absolutely  necessary,  but  there  are  times  when  the  business  can  be  trans¬ 
acted  with  equal  propriety  in  one  of  the  other  degrees.” 

1 

4 

Have  they  no  “ short  way”?  But  if  the  opening  and 
closing  in  the  long  way  act  as  a  deterrent  what  could  be 
said  of  the  iteration  and  reiteration  of  the  ritual  used 
in  passing  the  vails  when  more  than  the  traditional 
number  are  to  be  exalted  at  one  session  of  the 
Chapter? 

Companion  Moody  evidently  has  the  true  poetic  in¬ 
stinct,  for  he  clips,  under  Kansas,  Tennyson’s  matchless 

poem,  “Crossing  the  Bar,”  with  the  comment: 

> 

“This  poetic  gem  ends  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology: 

V 

“Sunset  and  evening  star 

And  one  clear  call  for  me; 

And  may  there  be  no  moaning  of  the  bar 
When  I  put  out  to  sea. 

“Twilight  and  evening  bell, 

And  after  that  the  dark; 

And  may  there  be  no  sadness  of  farewell 
When  I  embark. 

“For  tho’  from  out  our  bourne  of  Time  and  Place 
The  flood  may  bear  me  far, 

I  hope  to  see  my  Pilot  face  to  face 
When  I  have  crossed  the  bar.” 


We  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  clip  from  a  clip¬ 
ping  under  Maine  re  the  much  discussed  subject  of 
“dependent  membership.”  Companion  Herbert  Harris, 
of  Maine,  is  the  reporter  and  after  discussing  the  subject 
concludes  as  follows: 
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“The  above  remarks  are  offered  by  your  committee  with  some  hesitation, 
because  he  has  had  small  experience  as  a  Masonic  writer;  and  he  feels  some¬ 
what  like  a  certain  schoolboy  whose  teacher  had  assigned  various  topics  to  the 
class,  with  directions  to  think  them  over  and  deduce  some  lesson  from  them. 
This  boy’s  subject  was  ‘Zaccheus,’  and  this  was  the  result  of  his  cogitations: 
‘Zaccheus  was  a  little  chap,  and  so  am  I.  Zaccheus  was  up  a  tree,  and  so  am  I. 
Zaccheus  wanted  to  come  down,  and  so  do  1!”’ 

Evidently  Companion  Moody  knows  a  good  thing 
when  he  sees  it. 

So  impressed  was  Companion  Moody  with  Tenny¬ 
son’s  poem  before  quoted  that  he  gives  it  again  in  full 
under  Nova  Scotia.  Well!  one  can’t  have  too  much 
of  a  good  thing. 

As  a  sample  of  Companion  Moody’s  style  we  clip  his 
review  of  Pennsylvania  in  its  entirety. 

“PENNSYLVANIA — 1908. 

On  the  initial  page  is  found  a  colored  engraving,  the  beautiful  home  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  the  magnificent  Temple  at  Philadelphia. 

'Quarterly  Convocation,  March  5,  1908. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  shows  receipts  and  cash  balance, 
$10,829.79. 

Quarterly  Convocation,  June  4,  1908. 

Grand  High  Priest  William  B.  Meredith  presiding. 

Companion  Stockton  Bates  read  a  paper  in  memory  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  James  S.  Barber. 

The  Annual  Grand  Convocation  was  held  December  28,  1908. 

Present:  Grand  High  Priest  Meredith  and  four  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  uses  optimistic  language: 

“The  two  years  of  my  term  of  office  have  been  strenuous  ones,  mingled 
with  pleasures  and  regrets.  The  increase  in  membership  has  been  as  great 
as  could  have  been  expected  under  the  depressed  business  conditions  of  our 
Jurisdiction.  The  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry  has  increased  until  today  it 
is  greater  than  it  ever  has  been  before.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  through¬ 
out  the  Jurisdiction  and  nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  kindly  and  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  with  our  sister  Grand  Chapters,  for  which  we  render  thanks  to 
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our  Heavenly  Father  and  fervently  pray  that  His  watchful  care  may  be  over 
us  for  all  time.” 

Here  are  two  decisions: 

“That  a  Companion  who  had  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  his 
Mark  not  being  recorded,  and  afterwards  restored  to  good  Masonic  standing, 
cannot  be  admitted  to  membership  in  any  Chapter  including  the  one  from 
which  he  was  suspended,  without  a  copy  of  his  Mark  accompanying  his 
petition. 

“That  the  signers  to  a  petition  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter  must 
present  with  the  petition  copies  of  their  Marks,  they  necessarily  seeking 
membership  in  a  new  Chapter.” 

An  edict  was  issued  declaring  null  and  void  the  action  of  a  Chapter  in  con¬ 
ferring  the  Mark  Master’s  and  Most  Excellent  Master’  degree  upon  an 
applicant  who  was  not  eligible. 

Fifteen  formal  and  twenty-five  informal  visitations  were  made. 

Four  new  Chapters  were  constituted. 

After  much  “hammering”  at  the  subject,  the  number  of  unrecorded  Marks 
was  reduced  from  1616  to  57. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Grand  High  Priest  William  Whitney,  1843-1844,  is  found 
in  the  memorial  pages. 


Correspondence. 

The  task  of  preparing  the  report  was  divided  among  five  Companions 
Georgia  fell  to  the  lot  of  Companion  Thomas  F.  Penman. 

An  epitome  of  Georgia  affairs  is  given  in  one  page. 

He  compliments  Companion  Lambdin’s  report. 

Most  Excellent  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Right  Excellent  Charles  Cary,  Grand  Secretary. 

And  he  concludes  thus: 


“Conclusion*. 

Our  task  is  ended  for  the  time  being.  From  the  half-frozen  regions  of  the 
Northwest  to  the  semi-tropical  shores  of  Florida,  our  figurative  travels  have 
extended. 

From  every  volume,  which  has  reached  us,  we  have  endeavored  to  glean 
something,  which  would  interest  Capitular  Masonry  in  Georgia. 

If  we  have  failed  to  accomplish  our  purpose,  it  is  not  from  lack  of  honest 
effort. 
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To  our  Companions  of  the  Craft  everywhere,  we  extend  sympathetic 
greetings.” 

William  F.  Bowe,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

W.  A.  Wolihin,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 

IDAHO— 1909-1910 
Organization  and  Constitution 

of  THE 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS 

OF  THE 

State  of  Idaho 
Organization 

At  a  meeting  of  the  representative  members  of  the 
following  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  the  State  of  Idaho, 
held  at  the  hall  of  Portneuf  Lodge,  Pocatello,  at  12 
o’clock  M.  this,  the  16th  day  of  June,  1908,  viz.;  Idaho 
Chapter  No.  1,  Cyrus  Chapter  No.  2,  Boise  Chapter 
No.  3,  Lewiston  Chapter  No.  4,  Pocatello  Chapter  No. 
6,  Moscow  Chapter  No.  7,  Wallace  Chapter  No.  9, 
Idaho  Falls  Chapter  No.  10,  Weiser  Chapter  No.  11, 
Coeur  d’  Alene  Chapter  No.  12,  and  Salmon  Chapter 
U.  D.  No.  14,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  State  of  Idaho,  the  following  business 
was  transacted: 

In  pursuance  to  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  Gen. 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Gen.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  above  societies  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapters  of  Idaho  assembled  at  Masonic  Hall,  Poca- 
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tello,  Idaho,  at  12  M.  on  June  16th,  1908,  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  a  Grand-  Chapter  of  Idaho. 

Thomas  Barnes  of  Cyrus  Chapter  No.  2,  being  the 
High  Priest  of  the  oldest  Chapter'in  attendance,  called 
the  convention  to  order,  stating  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  and  concluded  by  reading  the  certificate  of 
approbation  issued  by  the  Gen.  Grand  High  Priest. 

On  motion,  duly  seconded,  Companion  Frank  D. 
Winn  of  Coeur  d’Alene  Chapter  No.  12  was  elected 
President,  and  Companion  George  Doehne,  Jr.,  of 
Lewiston  Chapter  No.  4,  Secretary. 

vL#  vi>  a#  vp  vL*  vL#  vif 

On  motion,  duly  seconded,  the  President  appointed  a 
committee  on  resolutions,  consisting  of  Companions 
H.  T.  French,  of  Moscow  Chapter  No.  7,  J.  E.  William¬ 
son,  of  Boise  Chapter  No.  3,  and  F.  M.  Bybee,  of  Idaho 
Falls  Chapter  No.  10,  who  reported  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

“Whereas, In  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters 
of  the  State  of  Idaho,  in  convention  duly  assembled,  the  interests  of  said 
Chapters  respectively,  and  those  of  the  Royal  Craft  collectively,  require  and 
demand  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  and  for  the  said 
State,  and 

Whereas,  Companion  Joseph  E.  Dyas,  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  has,  pursuant  to  law,  given  his  approval  to  the  formation  of  such 
Grand  Chapter,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  and  present  to  this  con¬ 
vention  for  its  consideration^  form  of  Constitution  for  the  government  of  a 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  and  for  the  State  of  Idaho,  and  that  when  such 
Constitution  shall  be  adopted,  Grand  Officers  elected  and  installed,  pursuant 
to  its  provisions,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Idaho  shall  be  duly  formed  and  established,  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of  America.” 
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A  Constitution  was  adopted  and  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Companion  James  A.  Pinney,  addressed 
the  Grand  Chapter,  after  welcoming  those  present. 

He  opened  as  follows: 

“One  short  year  ago,  the  representatives  of  ten  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  in  the  State  of  Idaho,  holding  charters  under  the  General  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of  America,  met  in  Pocatello,  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  edict  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  General  Grand  High 
Priest  Joseph  E.  Dyas,  issued  from  Paris,  Ill.,  and  dated  May  4th,  1908,  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Idaho  was  duly  organized  and  officers  elected 
as  per  minutes  of  said  meeting. 

“Having  had  the  honor  of  being  elected  the  first  Grand  High  Priest  of  this 
body,  (which  I  consider  the  greatest  compliment  within  the  gift  of  the  repre¬ 
sentatives,  and  which  I  assure  you  is  highly  appreciated  by  me,  and  causes 
me  to  feel  grateful  to  my  Companions  of  the  Royal  Craft),  I  at  once  sent  the 
Constitution,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  representatives,  to  the  General 
Grand  High  Priest,  Joseph  E.  Dyas,  for  his  approval,  and  which  he  returned 
to  me  with  his  approval,  from  Paris,  Ill.,  dated  July  2d,  1908,  since  which 
time  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  the  State  of  Idaho,  has 
been  an  executive  body.” 

He  made  two  decisions,  which  we  quote: 

“On  February  10th  ult.,  I  received  the  following  from  Idaho  Falls  Chapter, 
No.  10. 

“Question. — ‘We  have  an  application  for  the  degrees  in  this  Chapter  from 
a  member  of  a  Masonic  lodge  working  under  dispensation.  Is  he  eligible, 
or  would  he  be  considered  a  non-affiliate?” 

“My  reply  was  that  the  brother  was  eligible. 

“ Question.— ‘At  our  last  installaton  of  officers,  two  of  the  officers  elected, 
viz.,  the  King  and  Captain  of  the  Host,  were  not  present.  Must  we  obtain  a 
dispensation  to  install  at  this  time?’ 

“My  answer  was,  ‘You  may  install  the  Companions  at  your  next  regular 
meeting,’  the  answer  being  the  same  as  a  dispensation.” 

The  Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Idaho 
was  opened  in  Masonic  Temple,  city  of  Boise,  on 
Monday,  June  13,  1910,  at  10  A.  m. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Frank  D. 
Winn,  addressed  the  Grand  Chapter.  He  said  in  part: 

‘ 1 1  greet  you  in  this  our  annual  session  with  a  Fraternal  love  and  the  welcome 
which  comes  from  a  heart  that  beats  warmly  for  the  teachings  and  principles 
of  the  Royal  Arch,  which  have  bound  together  in  one  sacred  and  fraternal 
bond — a  band  of  men  who  stand  in  this  new  but  glorious  State  of  ours  for  the 
best  and  noblest  in  citizenship,  and  in  our  coming  together  may  much  good 
result  for  the  Craft.  May  all  your  labors  be  influenced  and  guided  by  the 
high  and  lofty  purposes  which  Capitular  Masonry  teaches  should  govern 
mankind.  Let  us  remember  that  it  is  not  what  we  profess  to  be  but  what  we 
are  that  makes  us  a  part  of  this  the  greatest  living  organization  on  earth 
today  from  the  lessons  taught  us  by  this  fraternity;  lessons  fraught  with  the 
highest  wisdom  of  men  and  so  permeated  with  the  spirit  and  teaching  of  the 
Man  of  Galilee  that  they  bind  together  in  one  unselfish,  loving,  fraternal 
brotherhood,  the  best,  the  noblest  and  the  truest  men  of  every  clime  and  of 
every  creed.  One  short  year  ago  you  honored  me  by  conferring  on  me  the 
highest  honor  in  the  gift  of  this  Grand  Chapter— an  honor  that  I  appreciated 
then  and  now.  Having  intrusted  me  with  the  task  of  guarding  the  welfare 
of  the  Royal  Craft  of  this  Jurisdiction  for  the  past  year  it  now  becomes  my 
duty  to  render  an  account  of  my  stewardship.” 

The  following  extract  shows  how  they  create  a  con¬ 
stitution  of  a  Grand  Chapter  in  Idaho,  and  Section  1 
gives  the  title  and  the  extent  of  jurisdiction  of  its 
Grand  Chapter: 

Whereas,  Each  Grand  Chapter  possesses  the  inherent  power  to  form  a 
Constitution  as  the  Fundamental  Law  of  its  Masonic  actions,  and  to  enact 
such  By-Laws  from  time  to  time  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  its  own  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  make  such  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  administration  of  its 
constituent  Chapters  as  will  insure  the  prosperity  thereof  and  promote  the 
general  good  of  the  Royal  Craft;  and, 

Whereas,  This  power  is  the  supreme  power  over  Royal  Arch  Masonry  In 
the  State  of  Idaho  and  is  derived  from  organized  Masonic  bodies  or  constituent 
Chapters,  through  their  legally  constituted  representatives,  and  gives  to  this 
Grand  Chapter  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  and  government,  legislative, 
executive  and  judicial,  limited  only  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  ancient  usages 
of  Freemasonry,  and  by  the  provisions  of  its  own  Constitution  and  Regula¬ 
tions,  and  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States; 

Therefore,  Upon  these  principles,  which  have  never  been  disputed,  the 
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GRAND  CHAPTER,  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  IDAHO,  does  hereby 
ordain,  establish  and  promulgate  the  following  Constitution  for  its  future 
government,  and  does  enact,  make  and  prescribe  the  following  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Chapters  under  its  Jurisdiction. 

Title  Jurisdiction  and  Seal 

Section  1.  This  Grand  Chapter  shall  be  known  and  designated  as  THE 
GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  of  the  STATE  of 
IDAHO.  Its  Jurisdiction  shall  be  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the  State 
of  Idaho  and  shall  be  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Jotham  A.  Lippincott,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Albert  A.  Jessup,  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Sixty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois  convened 
in  the  Masonic  Temple,  city  of  Chicago,  on  Thursday, 
the  27th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440,  at  ten 
o’clock  A.  M. 

That  we  may  be  able  to  get  the  following  information 
when  we  want  it  we  clip,  with  many  thanks  to  Compan¬ 
ion  Warvelle  for  its  compilation  this 

“MASONIC  CALENDAR. 

Ancient  Craft  Masons  commence  their  era  with  the  creation  of  the  world, 
calling  it  Anno  Lucis  (A.  L.)  “in  the  year  of  light.” 

A...A...S...Rite,  same  as  Ancient  Craft,  except  the  Jewish  Chronology  is 
used,  Anno  Mundi  (A.  M.)  “in  the  year  of  the  world.” 

Royal  Arch  Masons  date  from  the  year  the  second  temple  was  commenced 
by  Zerubbabel,  Anno  Inventionis  (A.  Inv.)  “in  the  year  of  the  discovery.” 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  date  from  the  year  in  which  the  Temple  of 
Solomon  was  completed,  Anno  Depositionis  (A.  Dep.)  “in  the  year  of 
the  Deposit.” 

Knights  Templar  commence  their  era  with  the  organization  of  their  Order, 
Anno  Ordinis  (A.  O.)  “in  the  year  of  the  Order.” 
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Order  of  High  Priesthood  dates  from  the  year  of  the  Blessing  of  Abraham 
by  the  High  Priest  Melchizedek,  Anno  Benedictionis  (A.  B.)  “in  the 
year  of  the  Blessing.” 

% 

RULES  FOR  MASONIC  DATES. 

1 —  Ancient  Craft — Add  4000  years  to  the  common  era.  Thus — 1910  and 

4000—5910. 

2 —  A...A...S...Rite — Add  3760  to  the  common  era.  Thus — 1910  and  3760 — 

5670.  After  September  add  another  year. 

3 —  Royal  Arch— Add  530  to  the  vulgar  era.  Thus — 1910  and  530 — 2440. 

4 —  Royal  and  Select  Masters — Add  1000  to  the  common  time.  Thus — 

1910  and  1000—2910. 

5 —  Knights  Templar — From  the  Christian  era  take  1118.  Thus — 1118 

from  1910—792. 

6 —  Order  of  High  Priesthood — To  Christian  era  add  1913,  the  year  of  the 

Blessing,  B.  C.  Thus — 1910  and  1913 — 3823.” 

Companion  Frederick  W.  Burnham,  E.  Grand  Chap¬ 
lain,  offered  the  following  prayer:  ' 

“Almighty  God,  Eternal  Father  of  our  spirit,  all  our  searchings  for  the  light 
of  life  are  but  gropings  after  Thee,  without  whom  all  lesser  lights  swing  into 
perpetual  eclipse. 

“Grant  unto  us  this  day  the  light  of  Thine  eternal  lamp  of  Truth,  and  give 
us  strength  that  we  may  walk  in  the  paths  revealed  thereby,  and  grant  that, 
by  the  power  of  Thy  spirit,  we  may  not  stumble  in  the  performance  of  our 
duties  in  this  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.  We  pray  Thy  blessing 
upon  us,  and  Thy  peace  to  dwell  in  all  the  institutions  of  Masonry. 

*1*  vl*  •if  *  sF  *1/  «£#  vO 

*T*  'i'  ^  m  m 

“Grant  unto  us  wisdom  to  abide  by  Thy  will,  to  be  guided  by  Thy  great 
light  and  practice  Thy  truths,  that  we  may  so  live  our  lives  as  to  be  worthy  in 
Thy  sight;  and  to  Thy  name  shall  be  all  glory  and  honor,  and  praise,  both 
now  and  evermore.  Amen.  So  mote  it  be.” 

It  is  beautiful,  sincere  and  able. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  H.  H. 
Montgomery,  delivered  an  address  to  the  Grand 
Chapter,  opening  as  follows: 

“At  this  opening  of  the  Sixty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  our  Grand  Body 
I  extend  to  you  a  cordial  welcome. 
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“To  the  younger  members  who  have  met  with  us  but  seldom — perhaps  this 
their  first  time— I  extend  the  glad  hand,  and  hail  you  with  gladness  in  this 
your  bright  morning. 

“To  those  on  the  meridian,  strong  in  manhood  and  patiently  bearing  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  I  give  joyful  greeting  in  this  your  noonday. 

“To  the  veterans  of  our  cause — alas,  too  few— who  have  met  here  for  years 
and  years,  and  are  with  us  again,  welcome!  Thrice  welcome!  You  are 
entitled  to  the  best  seats  at  the  feast.  Would  that  we  had  some  Joshua  who 
might  command  your  sun  in  the  west  to  stand  still,  and  for  long,  long  years 
stay  the  gathering  shades  of  evening.” 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

“Yet  above  all,  God  reigns  and  the  cause  of  Freemasonry  flourishes  as  never 
before.” 


He  then  goes  on  to  exult  thus: 

“Companions,  I  bring  you  good  news:  We  have  had  a  year  of  sweet  peace 
and  unusual  prosperity.  Among  the  198  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction,  there 
has  been  no  ripple  of  discontent.  Companions  have  dwelt  together  in  unity. 
Nothing  of  discordant  nature  has  come  before  me  for  consideration.  Remark¬ 
able  diligence  has  characterized  the  fleeting  months,  resulting  in  a  bountiful 
harvest.  The  year  has  been  a  record-breaker  in  the  matter  of  membership, 
showing  a  net  increase  of  1810,  the  highest  net  increase,  previously,  being 
1560.  We  are  pardonably  proud  in  that  our  membership  in  this  Jurisdiction 
now  amounts  to  31,134,  surpassing  our  big  sister  Pennsylvania  during  the 
year  and  giving  us  the  highest  position  in  all  the  world,  New  York  alone 
excepted.  In  this,  I  most  heartily  congratulate  you.  Better  than  numbers, 
however,  are  the  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  which  characterizes  the  true 
Mason.  Think  of  the  boundless  influence  for  good,  for  the  well-being  of 
society,  exerted  by  these  31,134  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  State  of  Illinois.” 

Are  we  jealous?  Not  a  bit.  All  hail!  and  if,  as  you 
say,  it  is  true  that  11  Better  than  numbers,  however,  are 
the  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  which  characterize  the 
true  Mason,”  let  us  still  more  rejoice  with  great  and 
abiding  joy.  Mere  numbers  count  for  little.  It  is  the 
quality  of  the  membership  that  tells.  If  that  is  good, 
there  can  be  no  fear  for  aught  else. 

All  of  his  decisions  are  so  in  accord  with  what  we 
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would  consider  good  Masonic  law  that  we  do  not  quote, 
as  is  our  usual  custom. 

He  thus  concludes  his  very  able  address: 

4 

• 

“During  the  year  now  closing  I  have  devoted  the  principal  part  of  my  time 
to  the  business  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  endeavoring  in  good  conscience  to 
faithfully  perform  the  duties  required  of  me.  While  I  have  kept  in  touch 
with  the  strong  Chapters  of  the  State, my  chief  attention  has  been  devoted 
to  the  weaker.  By  visit  and  by  vast  correspondence  I  have  endeavored  to 
develop  interest  and  am  highly  gratified  at  my  success.  Chapters  which  a 
year  ago  were  almost  lifeless  show  work  and  activity  this  year,  some  of  them 
showing  several  exaltations.  Within  the  last  two  weeks,  to  the  twelve  weakest 
Chapters  of  the  State,  I  addressed  fraternal  communications,  and  have 
received  most  pleasing  replies.  Now  in  a  few  hours  I  turn  the  work  over  to 
my  successor,  for  whom  1  bespeak  the  support  and  co-operation  of  all  officers 
and  Companions  in  this  jurisdiction.  To  each  of  my  associate  officers  and 
to  you  all  I  here  publicly  express  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  many  favors 
received  with  assurance  that  you  will  ever  be  held  in  fond  recollection.” 

We  were  asked  not  long  since  for  a  list  of  Masonic 
publications.  Here  it  is: 


“Exchange  List. 

The  following  list  of  Masonic  publications  are  sent  to  this  (Grand  Secre¬ 
tary’s)  office  (Illinois)  in  exchange  for  our  proceedings.  They  are  kept  on 
file,  and  the  Craft  are  invited  to  examine  them  at  their  convenience: 

The  Illinois  Freemason — Bloomington,  Ill. 

Masonic  Token — Portland,  Maine. 

The  American  Tyler -Key stone — Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

The  Masonic  Constellation — St.  Louis,  Mo 
Square  and  Compass — Denver,  Col. 

The  Freemason — Toronto,  Canada. 

Masonic  Standard — New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

The  Masonic  Chronicler — Chicago,  Ill. 

The  New  England  Craftsman — Boston,  Mass. 

Library  Bulletin — Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Masonic  Herald — Rome,  Ga. 

Masonic  World — Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Masonic  News — Peoria,  Ill. 

Masonic  Sentinel — Chicago,  Ill.” 


160 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1910. 


What  a  joy  to  find  such  a  nugget.  Think  of  it!  At 
the  cost  only  of  a  paste-pot  and  scissors. 

And  now  Companion  Warvelle  speaks  to  us  through 
his  delightful  report  on  correspondence.  We  quote  his 
opening: 

“Companions:  For  the  ninth  time  I  am  sending  you  my  annual  epistle 
concerning  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  Capitular  World.  In  general 
structure  it  will  not  vary  much  from  its  predecessors.  Only  the  salient  features 
of  the  proceedings  reviewed  have  been  noticed,  with  here  and  there  a  brief 
quotation  from  the  utterances  of  those  who  sit  in  high  places  and  a  few  chunks 
of  wisdom  from  the  brethren  who  occupy  the  tripod.  A  little  postscript  at  the 
end  of  my  epistle  summarizes  my  opinions  upon  this,  that,  and  sometimes  the 
other,  as  they  have  been  presented  to  my  view  in  my  annual  journey  through 
the  proceedings. 

“I  doubt  not,  however,  that  in  this  epistle  you  will  observe  a  marked 
change,  as  compared  with  my  former  effusions,  in  the  manner  in  which  my 
matter  is  presented.  This  arises  from  the  fact,  that  some  of  the  old  boys 
have  complained  to  me, that  fine  type  and  glazed  paper  was  not  well  adapted 
to  the  present  condition  of  their  organs  of  vision.  Now,  if  there  is  any  class 
of  persons  that  your  uncle  is  particularly  desirous  of  pleasing  it  is  the  old 
boys.  And  so,  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  these  aged  brethren  my  annual 
letter  will  hereafter  appear  in  ten-point  type  with  the  excerpts  in  eight  point 
leaded.  I  trust  this  innovation  will  meet  with  your  approval.  The  same 
change  will  also  be  made  in  the  journal  of  our  proceedings.” 

Under  Colorado,  we  find  the  following: 

“Companion  E.  N.  L.  Foster  presented  a  well-prepared  report  on  Corre¬ 
spondence,  wherein  our  proceedings  for  1908  are  fraternally  reviewed.  He 
still  thinks  ‘trio’  is  the  only  true  word  by  which  to  designate  the  candidates 
and  confuses  ‘team’  with  ‘span,’  something  it  does  not  mean.  I  say  this  with 
much  diffidence  and  with  apologies  to  the  ‘Teamsters’  Union.’  The  word 
‘span’  in  English  means  to  hitch,  and  a  ‘span’  of  horses  simply  means  one  or 
more  attached  in  some  way  to  a  vehicle.  Span  does  not  mean  two,  or  any 
specific  number.  For  that  matter,  neither  does  ‘team’  and  where  substitutes 
are  permitted,  as  in  Illinois,  we  frequently  have  a  duo  instead  of  a  trio.  Well 
let  it  go  at  that.” 


We  have  a  little  dictionary  at  our  left  hand 
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Webster’s  Collegiate — which  says,  “span  is  from  the 
Anglo-Saxon  spann;  akin  to  the  German  spanne,”  and 
under  definition  “5”  it  says,  “[compare  Dutch  span 
and  German  gespann].  A  pair  of  horses  or  other 
animals  driven  together.’’  Now,  what  are  we  going 
to  do  about  it?  A  team  is  two  or  more,  a  span  never 
more  than  two,  and  never  only  one.  What  dictionary 
does  our  beloved  Brother  Warvelle  use? 

We  love  to  browse  through  this  delightful  report. 
We  always  get  both  pleasure  and  sustenance  out  of  it. 
Under  Pennsylvania  he  quotes  and  comments  as 
follows : 

“The  G.  H.  P.  held: 

“A  written  objection  to  a  petitioner  is  not  valid.  The  objection  must  be 
made  personally  in  open  Chapter.  v 

“This  is  good  law  in  Pennsylvania  because  the  G.  H.  P.  says  it  is.  But 
one  looks  in  vain  for  the  reason  which  inspired  it.” 

Section  7,  of  Article  XVII  of  the  Constitution  pro¬ 
vides:  “If  the  report  of  the  committee  is  favorable, and 
the  ballot  approves  the  petitioner,  he  may  receive  the 
lowest  degree  applied  for;  subject,  however,  to  objec¬ 
tion  from  any  member  of  the  Chapter.  When  an 
objection  is  made,  it  must  be  entered  on  the  minutes, 
and  cannot  be  withdrawn.  Such  objection  shall  have 
the  same  force  and  effect  as  a  rejection  by  ballot.’’ 

An  objection,  therefore,  is  a  serious  matter.  It 
implies  a  knowledge  of  some  grave  Masonic  taint  that 
had  escaped  the  notice  of  the  petitioner’s  recommenders, 
the  committee  of  inquiry  and  the  entire  Chapter  casting 
a  favorable  ballot,  and  demands  that  the  objector  shall 
in  person  make  known  his  objection.  A  written  objec- 
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tion  may  be  a  forgery.  It  may  be  an  attempt  to  pre¬ 
vent  advancement  from  some  improper  motive.  The 
right  of  objection  is  a  wise  and  conservative  one.  But 
an  objector,  for  other  than  the  purest  of  motives, 
would  hesitate  to  make  personal  objection  though  he 
might  not  hesitate  to  write  an  objection. 

He  says: 

“However  much  they  may  cling  to  their  old  work  they  do  not  entertain  the 
same  regard  for  their  old  constitution.  It  seems  this  document  had  become 
badly  worn  in  spots,  and  so,  to  remedy  the  defects,  a  brand  new  article  was 
adopted.” 

Not  brand  new,  Companion  Warvelle,  only  furbished 
up  in  spots,  clarified  as  it  were,  ambiguities  removed 
and  “  crooked  things  made  straight.” 

Thanks  for  quoting  our  conclusion.  We  are  evi¬ 
dently  in  agreement  on  this  head.  You  say  in  your 
postscript: 

“I  have  sometimes  thought  it  might  be  a  good  thing  if  we  had  a  little 
academy  somewhere,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  aspirants  for  the  mitre 
in  some  of  the  rudiments  of  Capitular  theology.  This  thought  has  been 
emphasized  during  the  past  year  by  the  continued  reiteration  of  the  terms 
‘Supreme  Grand  High  Priest,’  ‘Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Universe,’  and  sim¬ 
ilar  expressions,  when  alluding  to  the  Deity.  As  a  rule,  these  expressions  are 
employed  in  the  pious  hortatorical  passages  which  many  High  Priests  inject 
into  their  annual  addresses.  Of  course,  the  aforesaid  H.  Ps.  mean  well.  I 
do  not  question  the  motive.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  allusions  are  posi¬ 
tively  impious.  They  seem  to  be,  as,  indeed,  I  presume  they  really  are, 
survivals  of  the  old  anthropomorphic  ideas  in  religion  that  were  cherished  by 
our  savage  ancestors.  But,  in  the  case  we  are  now  considering,  the  metaphor 
does  not  represent  a  glorified,  all-powerful  man.  On  the  contrary  a  priest 
represents  a  distinctly  servient  being,  who  offers  prayers,  oblations  and  sacri¬ 
fice  to  a  superior  being.  Equally  obnoxious  is  the  continued,  widespread  use 
of  the  word  ‘grim  reaper,’  which  not  infrequently  appears  in  still  more  offensive 
forms.  And,  to  make  matters  worse,  the  use  of  these  expressions  is  increasing 
rather  than  diminishing.  What  kind  of  a  scheme  would  it  be  to  hold  ‘schools 
of  instruction’  for  prospective  Grand  High  Priests?” 
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Good! 

We  find  that  we  have  marked  your  entire  essay  on 
Capitular  Coins  for  reproduction;  but — nearly  six 
pages — and  every  word  interesting.  No!  we  can’t  do 
it.  Companions  get  the  Proceedings  of  Illinois  for  1910 
and  read  the  appendix.  If  the  case  were  a  little  more 
serious  we  would  “ operate”  and  cut  it  all  out  for  you. 
In  this  case,  however,  there  is  nothing  vermiform  about 
it — ‘'no  slender  blind  process” — not  a  bit  of  it. 

This  is  his  conclusion: 

“The  past  year  has  been  one  of  continued  activity  and  progress  in  Capitular 
circles.  All  of  the  jurisdictions  show  gains  and  some  of  them  large  gains, 
while  the  portents  of  the  future  are  all  favorable.  In  the  general  advance 
Illinois  occupies  a  conspicuous  position.  A  few  years  ago  we  ranked  third. 
At  present  we  rank  second.  New  York  still  leads  us  by  a  safe  majority,  but 
it  is  quite  within  the  range  of  possibilities  that  the  premiership  may  be  wrested 
from  the  Empire  State  and  vested  in  Illinois.  Pennsylvania,  which  formerly 
occupied  second  place  is  now  in  fourth  place,  as  Ohio  leads  it  by  a  slender 
majority.  That  these  matters  may  appear  more  clearly  I  append  a  diagram 
showing  the  relative  numerical  standing  of  the  jurisdictions  mentioned.  For 
the  figures  here  given  I  am  indebted  to  M.  E.  Companion  Greenwood,  of  New 
York,  from  whose  statistical  table  they  are  taken. 

Membership 


New  York .  32,265 

Illinois .  29,344 

Ohio _ ♦ .  28,777 

Pennsylvania .  28,177 


“These  States  constitute  the  “big  four”  of  the  Capitular  world  and  the 
contest  for  supremacy  lies  between  them.  As  an  indication  of  the  possible 
solution  of  the  problem  we  may  note  the  various  degrees  of  activity  exhibited 
by  each  jurisdiction.  I  therefore  compile,  from  Greenwood’s  statistics,  the 
following  tabular  view : 

Exaltations 


New  York .  2,325 

Illinois .  2,205 

Pennsylvania .  2,180 

Ohio .  2,059 
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“From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seenthat  in  point  of  activity  we  are  pressing 
New  York  closely,  while  Pennsylvania  is  hard  behind  us.  Wherefore,  it 
behooves  some  of  the  dead  ones  to  get  a  move  on  themselves  and  report 
something  besides  deaths  and  dimissions.” 

John  C.  Hallenbeck,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
George  W.  Warvelle,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


INDIANA 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  assembled  in  its  Sixty-fifth  Annual 
Convocation  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of 
Indianapolis,  at  two  o’clock  p.  M.,  on  Wednesday,  the 
19th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440,  it  being  the 
first  Wednesday  succeeding  the  third  Monday  in 
October,  1910. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Charles 
M.  Worden,  read  and  presented  his  annual  report. 

Of  the  dead  he  speaks  feelingly,  and  he  appeals  to 
those  present  to 

“Think  for  a  moment  of  the  vacant  chairs  in  the  Chapter  rooms  where 
these  Companions  were  members;  think  for  a  moment  of  the  mothers,  wives, 
children  and  friends  whose  hearts  are  crushed  with  anguish  and  whose  tears 
will  ever  flow  in  memory  of  these  Companions;  think  of  these  things,  Com¬ 
panions,  then  perhaps  you  can  in  some  degree  realize  what  awful  desolation 
of  heart  and  mind  is  left  in  the  wake  of  the  Grim  Reaper.” 

If  they  heeded  this  earnest  exhortation  there  must 
indeed  have  been  a  saddened  gathering.  But  does  it 
avail.  Death  is  but  the  antithesis  of  birth.  The  one  is 
as  natural  as  the  other.  And  there  is  no  grief,  however 
great,  that  time  does  not  assuage.  And  this  “Grim 
Reaper” — 
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The  foolish  call  thee  “Foe!  Grim  Death!  Dead  Messenger!” 

Who  sin  are  foolish  and  the  foolish  well  may  dread. 

“The  sting  of  death  is  sin.” 

Whose  messenger  thou  art, 

His  final  summons  freights  with  an  eternity: 

And  this  eternity,  its  awful  weight  imposed 
On  boundless  space  affrights  them. 

O  stupendous  thought! 

For  good  or  ill,  a  future  endless  and  unknown! 

Unknown,  except  to  those  whose  eye  of  faith  discerns 
The  fairer  realms  that  lie  beyond  the  silent  tomb. 

Thy  gates  shut  out  the  world — beyond  eternity. 


And  thou,  who  severest  the  dearest  earthly  ties, 

Shall  men  revile  thee?  Know  they  not,  thou  dost  but  serve 
One  infinite  in  love,  in  knowledge  and  in  power! 

No  truer  friend  hath  all  mankind.  A  touch  and  all 
Of  woe  we  suffer  here  will  cease  and  peacefully, 

As  if  in  sleep,  our  eyes  will  close. 

V 

Earth’s  sufferings 

Cannot  invade  thy  realm.  Thy  Master  and  our  God, 

Who  doeth  all  things  well,  hath  need  of  thee  to  lead 
His  shrinking  children  from  the  ills  they  suffer  here. 

We  clip  the  following  decisions: 

“A  Chapter  asks:  Is  it  necessary  to  reinstate  a  Companion  who  was  sus¬ 
pended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  the  Companion  having  paid  said  dues  since 
the  suspension,  before  a  dimit  can  be  granted?  Decided:  The  Companion 
must  be  reinstated  before  a  dimit  can  be  granted,  as  a  dimit  cannot  be  granted 
to  a  Companion  who  is  resting  under  a  charge  or  a  penalty.  The  penalty  must 
first  be  removed.  The  fact  that  a  suspended  Companion  pays  the  dues  for 
which  he  was  suspended  does  not  alone  remove  the  penalty.  He  is  still  a 
suspended  member  and  will  remain  so  until  that  penalty  has  been  removed 
by  reinstatement  to  membership. 

Question  2 :  If  the  Companion  is  not  reinstated,  must  the  Chapter  return 
the  money  paid  for  the  delinquent  dues?  Decided:  No;  the  Chapter  should 
not  return  the  money,  because  that  money  rightfully  belongs  to  the  Chapter 
for  dues  on  that  Companion  while  he  was  a  member  in  good  standing  and 
receiving  the  benefits  of  such  membership.” 
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From  the  Secretary’s  able  report  we  glean  these  facts: 

‘ ‘Statistical— Number  of  chartered  Chapters  in  Indiana  October  15,  1910, 
114;  number  of  Chapters  under  dispensation,  1;  number  of  active  Chapters 
in  Indiana,  115. 

Work  of  the  Year — Mark  Masters,  1,256;  Past  Masters,  1,270;  M.  E. 
Masters,  1,280;  R.  A.  Masons,  1,278;  reinstated,  35;  affiliated,  103;  died, 
204;  dimitted,  193;  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  82;  suspended  for 
other  causes,  11;  expelled.,  5.  Total  membership,  14, 128.  Net  increase  in 
membership,  921.” 


The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  pen 
of  Companion  Robert  M.  H.  Britton.  It  is  prepared 
in  the  ultra  condensed  method.  It  is  next  to  impossible 
to  quote  from  it  or  find  food  for  comment  in  it.  All 
jurisdictions  are  fraternally  reviewed,  but  on  the  “boil- 
it-down”  plan.  Nevertheless  we  had  a  little  sensation 
when  we  came  to  Pennsylvania.  As  with  the  writer, 
the  scissors  and  paste-pot  had  been  freely  used  and  we 
glided  along  on  the  well-worn  grooves  of  our  set  form 
for  recording  minutes  until  we  reached — 

“The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  re-admitted,  when  the  following 
Grand  Officers  were  severally  installed.” 

But  here  the  quotation  ended  and  we  did  not  learn 
who  were  installed. 

Then  comes  an  assertion  and  a  question: 

“Indiana  not  represented  at  the  Annual.  Why?” 

Well!  Companion  Frank  M.  Highley  is  a  very  busy 
man  and  does  sometimes  “miss  fire”  when  it  comes  to 
attendance  in  the  Grand  Chapter. 

From  this  point  on  to  the  end  of  page  53  we  are 
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utterly  and  completely  lost.  We  quote  the  matter 
entire  with  running  comments  in  between: 

“Grand  High  Priest  says: 

‘“In  the  yrar  1848,  when  Congress  was*debating  regarding  the  disposition 
of  the  then  almost  unknown  Territory  of  Oregon,  they  having  applied  for 
territorial  government,  Daniel  Webster  made“the  assertion  that  Oregon  was 
so  far  from  the  seat  of  government  that  the  term  of  the  Senator  would  expire 
before  he  could  take  his  seat,  after  being  elected ;  while  now  our  representatives 
reach  Washington  from  home  in  much  less  time  than  Webster  could  from  his 
own  State  at  that  time,  and  with  the  advent  of  automobile,  wireless  and 
airships,  and  other  new-fangled  notions,  we  know  not  what  the  future  may 
bring  forth.  ’  ” 

Our  Grand  High  Priest  never  said  a  word  of  the  kind. 

The  matter  is  irrelevant. 

> 

But  read  this: 

•v 

“Two  Chapters  U.  D.  and  two  others  about  ready  to  apply.  Members 
2,991;  gain,  217.  Balance,  $2,948.59.” 

Pennsylvania  does  not  have  Chapters  “U.  D.”  And 
then  our  membership  2,991?  What  does  it  mean? 
Balance,  $2,948.59!  Why,  Oriental  Chapter  alone  has 
more  than  seventeen  thousand  in  its  permanent  fund, 
and  at  the  December  Quarterly,  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Grand  H.  R.  A.  Chapter  admitted  having 
$30,000  invested  and  a  cash  balance  of  $1,916.28. 

Oh,  dear!  And  this: 

“Question:  A  brother  is  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in  Chapter  No.  2. 
Before  any  degrees  are  conferred,  a  member  of  Chapter  No.  8  objects  to  his 
advancement.  Is  this  objection  valid?  Answer:  Yes. 

“Jurisprudence  Committee  concurred. 

“Now,  we  think  that  the  objections  of  each  and  every  Companion  should 
be  confined  to  his  Chapter. 

“Nine  Companions  anointed.” 
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We  have  no  Chapters  No.  2  or  No.  8  and  our  Juris¬ 
prudence  Committee  has  not  been  called  to  activity  in 
ever  so  long. 

“  Anointed.”  No,  not  one.  There  has  been  nobody 
“smeared  or  rubbed  over,  with  oil  or  any  unctuous 
substance”  in  this  bailiwick. 

But  here  is  the  crowning  mystery: 

“Companion  J.  M.  Hodson  begins  his  report  on  Correspondence  thus: 

Now,  who  is  J.  M.  Hodson?  Not  for  Pennsylvania, 
sure. 

If  we  were  Companion  Britton  we  would  go  for  the 
one  who  “mixed  those  pages  up.” 

But,  joking  aside,  we  now  reach  his  conclusion: 

“Companions,  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  reviewing  the  Proceedings  of 
forty-nine  Grand  Jurisdictions,  through  the  kindness  and  promptness  of  the 
Secretaries  of  each  Grand  Body,  as  well  as  our  own  Grand  Secretary,  Com¬ 
panion  Calvin  W.  Prather.  Quotations  and  comments  have  been  as  liberal 
as  our  space  will  allow.  We  have  culled  that  which  we  thought  would  interest 
you  most  and  we  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  be  of  some  information  and 
benefit  to  those  who  read  it.” 

M.  E.  Elias  J.  Jacoby,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


IOWA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa 
convened  in  its  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  hall  of  Tuscan  Chapter  No.  31,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
this  13th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1910,  at  nine  o’clock  a.m. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  George  W. 
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Ball,  presented  the  annual  address.  After  the  usua 
welcome  he  says: 

“It  is  important  that  as  we  pass  through  life  we  should  from  time  to  time 
engage  in  self-examination  and  investigate  our  character,  take  an  inward 
survey  of  our  lives  as  they  are  actually  lived,  and  ascertain  whether  or  not  we 
are  living  lives  of  purity,  honesty,  and  integrity.  Let  us  inquire  whether  we 
are  living  up  to  our  advantages;  whether,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  we  are 
shaping  our  lives  in  accordance  with  the  precepts  of  our  beloved  order,  and 
whether  we  are  meeting  and  discharging  with  fidelity  the  heavy  responsibilities 
resting  upon  us  as  Capitular  Masons.  Have  we,  during  the  past  year, 
exemplified  in  our  every-day  life  the  immortal  truths  taught  by  Freemasonry, 
thereby  showing  to  the  world  that  our  order  is  in  fact  what  we  claim  it  to  be?” 

Later  "on  he  speaks  thus  optimistically: 

“Masonry  has  wielded  a  great  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  world.  It  has 
done  much  to  educate  and  enlighten  the  people.  Under  its  benign  influence 
the  world  has  grown  better  and  is  growing  better.  With  the  vast  membership 
of  the  order  distributed  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  teaching  by  their  instruction 
and  their  actions  the  beautiful  precepts  and  the  Christian  truths  of  the  order, 
not  only  is  Masonry  improved,  but  the  world  at  large  has  been  growing  and 
will  continue  to  growr  better.” 

Of  the  growth  and  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Iowa  he  says: 

“The  net  increase  in  the  membership  during  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1909,  is  234,  not  as  great  as  the  increase  in  preceding  years,  but  sufficient 
to  show  a  healthy,  substantial  growth. 

“The  returns  will  show  that  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  in  ninety- 
seven  Chapters,  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  entire  number  of  Chapters, 
thus  indicating  an  active  working  interest  throughout  the  jurisdiction.” 

Here  follows  a  problem  for  astronomers.  We  tried 
to  work  it  out,  but  got  so  tangled  up  before  we  could 
find  out  what  day  on  or  before  or  after,  or  on  or  after  full 
moon  the  day  would  have  to  be  to  cut  out  a  November 
convocation  that  we  gave  it  up: 


170 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1910. 


“The  returns  of  1909  show  that  the  time  of  the  stated  convocations  in 
fifty-three  Chapters  is  fixed  by  the  moon,  being  a  certain  week  day  before, 
or  on  or  before,  or  after,  or  on  or  after  the  full  moon.  The  stated  convoca¬ 
tions  in  these  Chapters  are  regulated  by  fixing  a  certain  week  day  in  the  lunar 
month  instead  of  in  the  calendar  month  as  provided  in  Section  171. 

“One  result  of  this  arrangement  is  that  it  sometimes  occurs  that  there  is 
no  stated  convocation  in  November,  and  consequently  no  election.  I  have 
issued  several  dispensations  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  reason  there 
was  no  stated  convocation  in  November.” 

We  are  reminded  by  the  above  of  a  model  charge  to  a 
jury  which  was: 

“If  the  jury  believe,  from  the  evidence  that  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  were  partners  in  a  grocery,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  bought  out  the  defendant  and  gave 
him  his  note  for  the  interest,  and  that  defendant  paid 
for  the  note  by  delivering  to  the  plaintiff  a  cow,  which 
he  warranted  not  breachy,  and  the  warranty  was 
broken  by  reason  of  the  breachiness  of  the  cow,  and  he 
drove  the  cow  back  and  tendered  her  to  the  defendant, 
but  he  refused  to  receive  her,  and  the  plaintiff  took  her 
home  again  and  put  a  heavy  yoke  on  her  to  prevent  her 
from  jumping  fences,  and  by  reason  of  the  yoke  she 
broke  her  neck  and  died;  and  if  the  jury  further  believe 
that  the  defendant’s  interest  in  the  grocery  was  worth 
anything,  the  plaintiff’s  note  was  worthless  and  the 
cow  good  for  nothing,  either  for  beef  or  milk,  then  the 
jury  must  find  out  themselves  how  they  will  decide  the 
case;  for  the  court,  if  she  understands  herself — and  she 

thinks  she  does — don’t  know  how  such  a  d - d  case 

should  be  decided.” 

The  following  decisions  were  made: 

“Cope-Stone  Chapter  No.  76,  through  its  Secretary,  asks  if  said  Chapter  is 
liable  for  Grand  Chapter  dues  upon  a  Companion  admitted  on  dimit,  who  has 


1910.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


171 


paid  Grand  Chapter  dues  for  the  same  year  to  the  Chapter  from  which  he 
dimitted. 

“Held  that  under  the  provisions  of  paragraph  4, Section  29,  laws  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  the  Chapter  from  which  the  Companion  dimitted  and  the 
Chapter  to  which  he  was  admitted  during*  the  same  year  are  both  liable  for 
Grand  Chapter  dues  on  the  Companion  for  that  year. 

“Tuscan  Chapter  No.  31,  asks  whether  they  have  the  authority  to  request 
a  Chapter  in  another  State  to  confer  the  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master, 
and  Royal  Arch  degrees  on  a  brother  who  was  elected  in  Tuscan  Chapter 
and  has  taken  Mark  Master’s  degree. 

Answer.  Yes. 

“Request  from  the  Excellent  High  Priest  of  Occidental  Chapter  No.  114, 
to  advise  him  what  steps  to  take  for  the  Chapter  to  receive  the  petition  for 
the  degrees  from  a  brother  residing  in  Illinois. 

“Held  that  Occidental  Chapter  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  brother  named 
while  residing  in  Illinois,  and  could  not  receive  his  petition  or  elect  him  a 
member. 

> 

“Application  received  from  Companion  W.  K.  Neill  for  the  proper  papers 
to  organize  a  new  Chapter  at  New  Sharon,  Mahaska  County,  Iowa. 

“The  request  was  refused  under  Section  9,  Article  XII,  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  there  being  now  one  Chapter  in  the  same  county  at  Oskaloosa. 

“In  reply  to  Monona  Chapter  No.  115,  I* held  that  a  residence  of  six  months 
is  not  required  before  a  dimitted  Royal  Arch  Mason  may  apply  for  member¬ 
ship. 

“I  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Manson  Chapter  No.  131,  asking 
if  the  Grand  Chapter  sanctioned  the  acts  of  Fredericksburg  Lodge,  of  Virginia, 
in  asking  contributions  from  Chapters  for  the  erection  of  a  memorial  for 
George  Washington. 

“I  held  that  the  object  of  the  contribution  sought  by  the  Fredericksburg 
Lodge  does  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the  provisions  of  law  regulating 
the  collection  and  disposition  of  Chapter  dues,  and  that  the  local  Chapter 
would  have  no  authority  to  devote  any  part  of  its  dues  for  that  purpose. 

“This  question  is  fully  settled  by  Section  208  of  the  laws  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  passed  in  1909,  on  the  recommendation  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Block.” 

Here  is  a  new  view  of  the  duties  of  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentatives: 

“The  Grand  Representative  system  has  become  an  important  feature  of 
Capitular  Masonry.  It  was  intended  to  promote  an  interchange  of  informa- 
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tion  and  opinions,  representations  and  suggestions  between  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapters  in  the  different  States.  So  far  as  this  result  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  the  system  has  proven  to  be  beneficial.  But  it  has  fallen  far  short  of 
accomplishing  the  results  that  might  be  accomplished.  Each  Representative 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  another  State  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa 
should,  by  correspondence,  receiving  the  annual  reports,  and  otherwise,  make 
himself  familiar  with  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  which  he  repre¬ 
sents,  and  should  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  and  make 
a  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  represented  by  him.  Similar 
reports  should  be  made  by  all  Representatives  to  their  several  Grand  Bodies. 
If  this  were  done,  a  mass  of  valuable  information  would  be  gathered  and  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  members  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  that  can  not  be 
otherwise  obtained.  I  realize  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  putting  this  or 
any  other  similar  plan  in  execution  to  its  full  extent,  but  it  ought  not  to  be 
difficult  to  make  a  start  in  that  direction. 

“For  the  purpose  of  inaugurating  the  work,  I  recommend  that  ^ ~h  Grand 
Representative  of  any  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  near  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Iowa  be  requested  to  make  a  written  report  regarding  the  transactions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  represented  by  him  at  the  next  Grand  Convocation  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  the  same  be  printed  in  the  Proceedings.” 

From  his  conclusion  we  clip  the  following: 

# 

• 

“I  am  glad  to  report  that  Capitular  Masonry  is  in  a  prosperous  and  healthy 
condition,  and  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail,  there  being  no  disputes  or 
disagreements  existing  to  my  knowledge,  except  as  shown  herein.” 

Interesting  reports  were  received  from  the  Grand 
Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer.  The  Grand  Secretary 
says: 

“We  find  from  the  returns  an  increase  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  (236) 
members  during  the  year.  The  year  closed  with  a  total  membership  of 
eleven  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (11,239),  December  31,  1909.” 

The  Committee  on  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  says 
of  his  views  on  11  Grand  Representatives”: 

“Referring  to  that  part  of  your  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  found  under 
the  heading  ‘Grand  Representatives,’  would  say  that  the  recommendations 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  present  a  matter  for  consideration  which  seems  to 
be  new  to  the  writer  of  this  report,  and  possibly  beyond  the  conditions  required 
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by  our  ‘ancient  worthies’  under  like  circumstances.  In  case  it  is  deemed  wise 
to  adopt  the  plan  proposed  the  writer  hereof  is  not  quite  satisfied  in  his  own 
mind  regarding  the  plan  which  should  be  followed  to  put  the  same  into 
practical  effect.  These  Representatives  receive  their  commissions,  and 
consequently  their  authority  from  ‘sister  jurisdictions.’  It  is  true  they  are 
members  of  our  Chapters,  but  their  ambassadorial  powers  and  consequent 
duties  are  fixed  and  imposed  by  the  jurisdiction  appointing  such  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  It  would  seem  that  such  appointing  power  might  have  the  right 
to  require  the  Representative  to  make  such  reports  as  a  condition  of  such 
appointment.  Should  they  fail  to  do  so,  ought  we  to  say  to  such  Repre¬ 
sentatives:  “We  will  not  receive  you  unless  you  present  a  written  report 
which  is  to  become  a  part  of  our  Proceedings?’  ’  If  so  required,  might  not  the 
appointing  power  resent  such  action  on  our  part?  It  is  true  that  we  might 
require  our  Representatives  near  foreign  jurisdictions  before  receiving  their 
commission  from  our  Grand  Chapter  to  agree  to  make  such  reports  to  the 
accredited  Grand  Chapters,  but,  should  we  do  so,  might  not  the  foreign  juris¬ 
diction  resent  such  action  on  our  part  and  say  in  effect  that  they  do  not  care 
to  have  their  Proceedings  ‘encumbered’  with  such  reports,  as  to  a  large 
extent  they  must  treat  of  matters  already  handled  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence?  As  above  suggested,  the  entire  subject  presents 
to  this  committee  matters  that  are  somewhat  complicated,  and  as  it  would 
undoubtedly  require  legislation  to  put  the  plan  into  practical  effect,  it, 
therefore,  recommends  that  the  part  of  your  Grand  High  Priest’s  address 
relating  to  ‘Grand  Representatives,’  including  the  subject  matter  thereof,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence.” 

So  they  passed  it  along.  The  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence  in  its  report  says: 

“  Fifth.  Inthe  matter  of  Grand  Representatives  between  Grand  Chapters, 
commented  upon  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  as  well  as  by  the  committee  on 
his  address,  and  referred  by  your  action  to  this  committee  we  are  of  the 
opinion  the  present  laws  are  sufficient  to  govern  the  conduct  of  that  system 
as  followed  by  the  custom  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States. 
It  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  ambassadorial  character  of  the  Grand 
Representatives  accredited  to  this  Grand  Chapter  to  attempt  to  require  them 
to  file  written  reports  in  this  Grand  Chapter  of  the  doings  of  the  several  Grand 
Jurisdictions  they  are  commissioned  to  represent.  If  such  requirements  were 
to  be  made  and  fulfilled  the  work  would  necessarily  be  to  a  great  extent  a 
duplication  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  with  the  odds 
for  information  and  instruction  greatly  in  favor  of  the  one  bright  and  learned 
Companion  picked  out  as  such  committee,  rather  than  for  the  large  number 
of  Companions,  one  for  each  Grand  Jurisdiction,  picked  solely  because  they 
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have  at  some  time  been  executive  officers  of  some  note.  In  the  opinion  of 
this  committee  such  reports  when  verbally  made  may  be  received  by  this 
Grand  Chapter  when  volunteered  by  Companions]  who  represent  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  to  our  pleasure  and  gain;  but  we  regard  the  regular 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  to  be  sufficient  when  it  comes  to 
a  matter  of  printing  in  our  Proceedings.” 

Two  dollars  a  page  saved. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  delightful  report  on  corre¬ 
spondence  from  the  pen  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
M.  E.  Companion  W.  F.  Cleveland.  How  he  manages 
to  say  all  he  says  within  the  compass  of  his  several 
reviews  we  are  at  a  loss  to  understand.  He  sees  every¬ 
thing  and  notes  everything,  not  in  a  statistical  way, 
but  in  a  smooth,  flowing  report.  Any  one  wishing  to 
know  anything  that  occurred  during  the  past  Capitular 
year  in  any  of  the  Jurisdictions  from  Alabama  to 
Wyoming  has  only  to  consult  this  review  and  he  will 
find  it  spread  before  him.  He  quotes,  too,  on  occasion, 
and  comments  intelligently. 

We  clip  the  following  under  Colorado  to  show  his 
purpose: 

“In  our  reading  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  that  we 
pass  in  review  we  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  something  out  of  the  regular 
routine,  something  different  from  the  rut  that  we  sometimes  find  ourselves 
in  in  spite  of  our  efforts  to  be  original  at  times.  We  note  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was  received,  adopted,  and  ordered  printed. 
Why  did  they  adopt  it?  By  doing  so  did  they  put  the  stamp  of  approval  upon 
all  that  the  report  contained?  If  not,  why  adopt  it?  Our  laws  expressly 
provide  that  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  may  express  his  own  personal 
opinions  upon  the  matters  reported  on,  but  the  Grand  Chapter  is  not  respon¬ 
sible  for  or  bound  by  such  facts  or  opinions  unless  it  shall  expressly  concur 
therein.” 

So  is  it  here  in  Pennsylvania. 

Under  Kansas  we  clip  this,  re  Ideals  of  the  Corre- 

.  , ,  i 

§pondents,  but  we  all  fall  short  of  them,  don’t  we? 


1910. J 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


175 


“The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Companion  Matthew  M. 
Miller,  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  This  is  his  second  contribution  to  Capitular 
Masonry.  He  has  reviewed  fifty  Grand  Chapters  in  a  report  of  70  pages 
He  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  standard  of  excellence  of  the  Reports  on  Corre¬ 
spondence  must  be  raised  if  we  can  ever  hope  for  the  Capitular  degrees  to 
attain  the  standing  that  they  are  entitled  to,  which  is  doubtless  true, but  how 
to  attain  a  higher  standard  of  excellence  is  the  question.  All  of  the  writers  of 
Correspondence  throughout  the  Masonic  worlcf  today  we  believe  are  to  a  man 
striving  earnestly  to  give  to  the  fraternity  contributions  that  are  the  best 
they  can  produce.  They  are  earnest,  thinking  men,  contributing  as  high  a 
class  of  reports  as  have  ever  been  produced  in  the  past.  Schultz,  Rugg, 
Foster,  Southgate,  and  others  in  this  country,  and  Chambers,  of  Quebec,  and 
Bennett,  of  Canada,  are  producing  as  high  a  class  of  work  as  any  that  have 
-preceded  them,  except  perhaps  Drummond,  of  Maine,  who  Companion  Miller 
especially  mentions.  Well,  Companion  Drummond  was  in  a  class  by  himself. 
There  will  not  be  many  more  like  him  in  our  day.” 

Under  Pennsylvania  Companion  Cleveland  quotes 
from  the  address  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom  and  comments  as  follows 
on  the  writer’s  “Conclusion”: 

“The  several  Grand  Chapters  are  so  divided  that  Iowa  falls  to  the  lot  of 
Companion  Stockton  Bates,  who  devotes  nearly  five  pages  to  a  review  of  our 
Proceedings,  quoting  freely  from  our  report  of  last  year.  The  conclusion  at 
the  close  of  the  entire  report  is  also  from  the  pen  of  Companion  Stockton  Bates, 
and  sets  out  fully  and  clearly  the  reprehensible  habit  that  tylasonic  writers 
allow  themselves  to  drift  into  of  using  useless  and  exaggerated  phrases  in 
describing  conditions.  We  most  heartily  concur  in  the  lesson  he  seeks  to 
teach;  may  it  be  received  in  the  proper  spirit  and  prove  beneficial  to  us  all. 
The  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania  is  large  and  progressive  and  in  many  ways 
sets  an  example  that  many  of  the  smaller  and  younger  jurisdictions  may  well 
consider.  They  claim  that  their  ritual  and  ceremonials  are  the  same  in  every 
respect  as  they  were  transmitted  to  them  from  England  more  than  a  century 
ago,  and  that  it  is  their  ambition  to  hand  them  down  to  those  that  will  come 
after  them  unimpaired  and  unchanged.  It  certainly  is  a  glorious  heritage 
made  precious  by  age  and  associations.  They  do  many  things  different  from 
many  of  us,  but  they  have  custom  and  precedence  to  fall  back  upon  as  their 
authority,  which  is  certainly  wise  and  proper.” 

Many  thanks. 
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We  quote  his  conclusion  entire: 

“Companions,  again  I  submit  for  your  consideration  and  perusal  the  results 
of  my  research  among  the  records  of  the  Royal  Craft.  I  come  as  a  messenger 
from  the  outside  Capitular  world  bearing  glad  tidings  of  peace  and  prosperity 
that  prevails  among  the  Masonic  fraternity  throughout  the  entire  world. 
Unabated  zeal  and  enthusiasm  pervades  the  entire  fraternity.  No  discord 
exists  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  that  are  characteristic  of  our  Masonic 
institutions.  Questions  of  Masonic  law  and  practice  that  have  provoked 
discussion  in  the  past  among  the  Masonic  writers  have  been  mostly  settled 
and  disposed  of,  and  no  new  questions  of  importance  have  been  presented  to 
disturb  the  painful  quiet  of  the  times. 

“The  Correspondent  of  today  finds  but  little  out  of  the  ordinary  with  which 
to  enliven  his  reports,  and  hails  with  delight  any  item  of  interest  that  he 
discovers  upon  which  he  may  expand  and  even  draw  upon  his  imagination  to 
brighten  his  reviews  and  make  them  attractive  and  readable  to  the  Compan¬ 
ions  of  his  own  jurisdiction.  As  one  reads  the  printed  Proceedings  from  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions  he  is  brought  to  a  full  realization  of  the  fact  that  by  the 
logic  of  events  the  sovereignty  of  this  republic  has  been  vastly  extended,  and 
as  the  nation  follows  the  flag,  so  does  Masonry  keep  pace  with  the  republic, 
growing  in  importance  and  influence  in  its  widely  broadened  field  of  usefulness. 
That  it  is  exerting  a  most  potent  influence  in  shaping  public  sentiment  and 
moulding  the  trend  of  thought  of  the  people  is  recognized,  and  that  influence 
will  be  directed  towards  uplifting  the  moral  sentiment  and  arousing  a  desire 
for  higher  ideals.  With  such  forces  at  work  it  is  natural  that  the  future  of 
our  fraternity  should  be  radiant  with  hope  and  bright  with  promise  of  greater 
opportunities  for  usefulness  to  mankind,  encouraging  us  of  today  to  renewed 
efforts  and  greater  endeavor  for  our  beloved  order.  This  should  arouse  us  to 
increased  efforts  even  when  the  future  looks  at  times  dark  and  discouraging, 
with  no  silver  lining  to  the  lowering  clouds  of  despondency.  We  must  not 
give  way  to  discouraging  thoughts,  but  keep  up  the  good  fight  and  brighter 
days  will  come  to  cheer  us  on  our  way,  and  the  sun  will  shine  again  as  brightly 
as  ever  to  urge  us  to — 


‘Take  kindly  all  that  is  kindly  meant, 

Be  first  to  thank,  be  last  to  resent. 

Give  smiles  to  all  who  give  smiles  to  thee, 

And  those  who  come  frowning,  feign  not  to  see, 
And  oh,  believe  me,  this  is  the  plan, 

To  lighten,  to  brighten  the  lot  of  man: 

Seem  blind  when  the  faults  of  a  friend  appear, 
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Seem  deaf  when  the  slanderer’s  voice  you  hear, 

Seem  dumb  when  the  curious  crowds  you  meet 

And  they  bid  you  the  slanderous  tale  repeat, 

And  oh,  believe  me,  this  is  the  plan 

To  lighten,  to  brighten  the  lot  ■of  man.’” 

• 

M.  E.  Companion  John  M.  Thompson,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

R.  E.  Companion  Alf.  Wingate,  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


KANSAS— 1909. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Kansas  convened  in  its  Forty-fourth  Annual 
Convocation  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Wichita, 
Kansas,  on  Monday,  February  15,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I. 
2439,  at  3  p.  m. 

M.  E.  Companion  Augustus  Ogden  Wellman,  Grand 
High  Priest,  read  his  annual  address. 

He  philosophizes  thus: 

“How  should  we  consider  life?  To  answer  the  question  would  be  easy  if 
there  were  no  change  in  thought.  The  fact  that  thought  will  not  remain 
fixed,  makes  the  problem  difficult.  The  moment  we  think  we  have  the  mental 
key  to  everything  in  our  conscious  world,  consciousness  expands,  thought 
changes,  a  new  point  of  view  is  gained,  and  we  find  ourself  in  a  larger  universe. 

“How  very  little  we  know  about  life;  whence  it  comes  and  whither  it  goes. 
Are  not  most  of  us  inclined  to  drift  and  become  a  passive  atom  in  life’s  current? 
The  answer  to  this  great  problem  of  life  must  surely  be  to  live  more  life.  A 
life  of  advancement  in  mind  and  body.  Around  every  man  is  thrown  an 
environment  of  other  men.  The  result  is  society  in  its  simplest  aspect. 
Every  individual  is  a  center  of  force  which  leads  to  action.  If  he  acts  at  all 
he  must  act  upon  his  environments;  that  is,  upon  other  men  from  whom,  for 
a  similar  reason,  comes  reaction.  Man  is  not  simply  environed  by  other  men, 
but  is  also  part  of  other  men’s  environments,  which  results  in  an  unceasing 
action  and  reaction,  out  of  which  grow  either  joys  or  sorrows  which  are 
inseparable  factors  in  life. 

“Change  is  or  should  be  growth;  consequently  accept  gratefully  every 
event,  whether  pleasant  or  unpleasant,  as  tending  to  advance  the  building  of 
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the  Spiritual  Temple.  Welcome  every  new  companion  as  sent  by  the  Great 
I  Am  to  influence  our  lives.  Carefully  examine  every  thought  which  claims 
to  be  a  new  or  deeper  perception  of  truth.  Surrender  to  the  guidance  of  love, 
which  is  God,  in  all  things,  that  we  may  grow  more  satisfied  with  our  earthly 
life. 

‘  ‘  The  personal  man  gradually  but  surely  grows  into  the  likeness  of  that  which 
he  thinks  of  most,  and  thinks  most  of  what  he  loves  best.” 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  is  of  interest  in  that  it 
tells  of  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  office  equipment  having 
been  installed.  Filing  cases  and  a  card  system  amplify 
the  records  and  make  easy  the  constant  reference 
necessary. 

Reports  and  statistics  follow  in  great  detail. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  first  from  the 
pen  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion 
Matthew  M.  Miller,  who  was  Grand  High  Priest  in 
1891. 

Congratulations!  May  you  live  long  to  sit  with  your 
Companions  of  the  Guild. 

He  thus  briefly  opens: 

“We  present  herewith  our  initial  effort  in  the  line  of  a  Capitular  Corre¬ 
spondence  Report. 

“It  has  been  prepared  with  special  reference  to  furnishing  information  that 
will  be  of  service  to  the  Royal  Craftsmen  of  Kansas. 

“If  this  has  been  attained,  your  Committee  will  be  fully  gratified  at  the 
result  of  their  labor.” 

The  words  of  the  old  refrain.  “Boil  it  down,’’  must 
have  been  borne  constantly  in  mind.  But  few  reviews 
take  up  more  than  a  page,  but  in  the  residuum  there  is 
the  essence.  Delicious  but  unquotable. 

Pennsylvania,  however,  is  very  fully  reviewed,  with 
quotations  from  our  P.  G.  H.  P.,  M.  E.  Companion 
J.  Henry  Williams  and  Companion  Thomas  F.  Penman. 
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He  says: — 

“From  its  list  of  chapters  we  take  the  name  Jerusalem  No. 3,  constituted  in 
1758,  in  Philadelphia.  Nos.  1  and  2  do  not  appear  in  the  list  and  are  prob¬ 
ably  defunct,  but  it  would  interest  us  to  know  their  date  of  institution.” 

It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind,  in  considering 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania,  that  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  was  originally  conferred  in  Lodges  as  a 
sort  of  supplement  or  cap-stone  to  the  Master  Masons’ 
Degree.  With  this  in  view  the  above  question  can, 
perhaps,  be  best  answered  by  reference  to  the  history 
of  Lodge  No.  2  from  which  our  present  Chapter  No.  3 
was  an  off-shoot  or  separation. 

I  quote  as  follows  from  the  preface  of  the  publication 
entitled  “Freemasonry  in  Pennsylvania,  1727-1907, 
as  shown  by  the  records  of  Lodge  No.  2,  F.  and  A.  M. 
of  Philadelphia,  from  the  year  A.  L.  5757,  A.  D.  1757. 
Compiled  from  original  sources  by  Judge  Norris  S. 
Barratt,  Past  Master  Lodge  No.  2,  and  Julius  F. 
Sachse,  Past  Master  Lodge  No.  91.” 

“The  chronology  of  Lodge  No.  2  stated  briefly  is:  Originally  its  members 
were  members  of  Lodge  No.  4  of  the  Moderns,  1757-1759.  January  3,  1758, 
petition  of  Brother  John  Blackwood,  et  al.,  to  Grand  Lodge,  Ancient  York 
Masons,  London  ( Ancients )  for  a  warrant.  This  petition  was  granted  June 
7,  1758,  and  a  warrant  for  Lodge  No.  1  in  Pennsylvania  was  issued — No.  69 
on  English  Register — and  received  in  Philadelphia,  January,  1759,  and  read 
in  open  Lodge  No.  4,  January  23,  1759.  This  warrant  surrendered  in  1780 
and  renewed  by  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania — Lodge  No.  2  still 
works  under  renewed  warrant  dated  June  24,  1789.  After  this  Lodge  No.  4 
of  the  Moderns  ceased  to  exist.  No  work  was  done  until  July,  1759,  probably 
in  order  to  close  up  the  affairs  of  Lodge  No.  4. 

“June  21,  1759,  Blackwood’s  letter  to  London  asking  that  a  Provincial 
Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania  be  appointed. 

“February  13,  1760,  Lodge  No.  1,  A.  Y.  M.,  elected  William  Ball  Provincial 
Grand  Master.  This,  according  to  Lawrence  Dermott,  the  Grand  Secretary 
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{Ancients),  was  issued  in  London,  July  15,  1761,  and  handed  to  Brother 
Joseph  Reed,  who  sent  it  to  Philadelphia.  The  warrant  was  never  received, 
as  the  ship  bringing  it  over  was  captured  by  the  French. 

“A  most  interesting  fact  is  that  when  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  was 
warranted  the  membership  of  this  august  body  was  composed  entirely  of 
members  of  this  Lodge  which  in  the  year  1760  assumed  the  number  ‘2,’  so 
as  to  leave  the  other  vacant  for  the  Grand  Lodge  about  to  be  formed. 

“April  8,  1760,  Lodge  divided  harmoniously  in  two  sections,  having  two 
sets  of  officers,  except  that  there  was  but  one  treasurer  for  both — first  section 
meeting  first  Tuesday  and  second  section  fourth  Tuesday  of  every  month. 

“December  30,  1763,  a  second  warrant  was  issued  in  London  appointing 
Brother  William  Ball  Provincial  Grand  Master,  but  this  never  reached 
Pennsylvania.  A  third  warrant  was  issued  and  received  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1765,  and  this  date  has  been  wrongly  accepted  as  the  date  of  the  formation 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Ancient  York  Masons,  when  it  should  have  been  1761, so 
our  Grand  Lodge  is  actually  four  years  older  than  before  claimed. 

“February  2,  1764,  Brother  William  Ball,  of  Lodge  No.  2,  was  installed  as 
the  first  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania.  His  first  official  act  was 
to  constitute  the  second  section  of  Lodge  No.  2  a  separate  and  independent 
Lodge  to  be  known  as  Lodge  No.  3,  A.  Y.  M.,  with  Brother  John  McAuley 
as  Worshipful  Master.” 

And  this  is  Companion  Miller’s  conclusion: — 

‘  ‘  The  distinctively  marked  feature  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  various  Capitu¬ 
lar  Grand  Jurisdictions  with  which  we  have  been  impressed  has  been  the 
invariable  interest  manifested  and  the  success  attendant  wherever  visitations 
have  been  made  by  the  officer  or  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

“In  those  bodies  where  the  Grand  High  Priest  has  divided  with  his  sub¬ 
ordinates  the  duty  of  visitation  so  that  all  the  chapters  have  enjoyed  the 
privilege,  the  resultant  interest  has  been  distinctly  noticeable,  so  much  so  in 
some  instances,  that  we  find  certain  of  the  allotted  visitors  getting  out  of  their 
appointed  bailiwicks  and  all  uniting  at  some  point  or  points  in  the  jurisdiction. 

‘ 1  The  returns  also  have  shown  that  the  visitations  had  been  prolific  in  gains 
to  the  membership  of  the  chapters.  Not  enough  importance  is  attached  to 
the  privilege  or  even  the  duty  of  visitation  by  either  chapters  or  the  chosen 
officers  of  Grand  Chapters,  and  until  there  is,  the  honor  of  being  Grand  High 
Priest  will  be  correspondingly  barren,  and  the  subordinate  chapters  lacking 
in  interest  in  like  degree. 

“In  our  judgment  there  should  be  an  imperative  requirement  that  during 
each  year  every  chapter  should  have  a  visitation  from  some  officer  of  the 
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Grand  Chapter.  The  subordinate  chapter  that  is  so  self-satisfied  that  it  is 
anixous  or  even  willing  to  waive  the  necessity  will  be  found  to  need  it  most.” 

Thomas  G.  Fitch,  M.  E.. Grand  High  Priest. 

_  4 

Albert  K.  Wilson,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 

KANSAS— 1910. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Kansas  convened  in  its  Forty-fifth  Annual 
Convocation  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Hutchinson, 
Kansas,  on  Monday,  February  14,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I. 
2440,  at  3  p.  m. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  F.  Kuhn,  Grand  Captain 
of  the  Host  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  in  response 
to  his  introduction  and  welcome  to  this  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation,  said  among  other  things: — - 


“Every  Mason  should  be  enthusiastic  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  for  the 
reason  that  no  man  is  a  complete  Master  Mason  without  the  Royal  Arch.  I 
believe  that  we  are  beginning  ro  realize  that  fact  more  and  more  every  day. 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  Master  Mason  to  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  no  man 
should  preside  in  the  East  unless  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  because  he  is 
not  in  the  possession  of  the  attributes  of  a  Master  Mason.  The  Royal  Arch 
is  the  complement  of  the  Master’s  degree;  without  the  Royal  Arch  the 
Master  Mason’s  degree  is  but  a  song  half  sung,  a  story  half  told,  a  hope 
unrealized,  a  promise  unfulfilled,  because  he,  as  a  Master  Mason,  has  not  come 
in  the  possession  or  realization  of  the  Great  Truth  that  must  come  to  every 
man.  It  is  only  in  the  Royal  Arch  that  he  discovers  his  lost  estate,  in  a 
recognition  of  that  Word  that  embodies  loving  kindness,  justice  and  right¬ 
eousness — the  Deity  himself. 

“The  possession  of  the  Royal  Arch  tends  to  make  the  Master  Mason  the 
perfect  Mason  in  the  revelation  to  him  of  everything  that  is  right,  honest, 
just — the  sacred  name  of  God. 

“Without  the  Master’s  degree  and  the  Royal  Arch  there  is  no  Freemasonry; 
without  their  truths  there  is  no  future,  no  hope,  and  the  cry  of  the  soul  is 
unavailing. 

“We  came  out  of  bondage  through  difficulties  in  the  spirit  of  unselfishness, 
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expecting  neither  fee  nor  reward,  for  the  sake  of  rebuilding  the  Temple  that 
revealed  to  us  a  divine  knowledge. 

“Any  religion  or  system  of  morality  that  attempts  to  make  men  better 
by  a  promised  reward  must  end  in  failure.  Any  system  that  endeavors  to 
keep  man  from  doing  wrong  because  of  the  fear  of  punishment  does  not 
elevate  man  above  the  brute  creation. 

“It  is  not  a  question  of  reward,  not  a  question  of  punishment,  but  because 
right  is  right  and  wrong  is  wrong. 

“Freemasonry,  founded  upon  the  principle  of  unselfishness,  to  act,  to  work 
for  duty’s  sake,  must  endure  as  long  as  this  old  world  endures;  and  any 
morality  or  any  philosophy  founded  on  anything  else  must  go  the  way  that 
all  systems  of  philosophy  and  all  the  old  religions  have  gone  and  been  for¬ 
gotten,  and  the  human  family  not  been  elevated  at  all.  Let  us  stick  to  this; 
and  I  know  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas  is  laboring  along  this  line  for  the 
ennobling  of  humanity  and  the  bringing  out  of  it  everything  that  is  good  in 
this  world  and  for  the  world  to  come.” 

M.  E.  Companion  Thomas  G.  Fitch  read  his  annual 
address,  in  which,  though  an  able  paper,  we  find 
nothing  of  quotable  interest  to  Pennsylvania  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  except  these  final  words  in  his  con¬ 
clusion: — 

“Thus,  Companions,  is  presented  for  your  consideration,  with  hope  of 
approval,  the  report  of  my  official  transactions  for  the  year.  If  mistakes 
have  been  made  by  me — and  doubtless  there  have  been — they  were  made 
unintentionally. 

“Being  mindful  of  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  high  official  position 
in  which  you  so  generously  placed  me,  my  official  rulings  and  directions  were 
made  strictly  in  accordance  with  my  conception  and  construction  of  the 
letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  laws,  and  prompt  compliance  has  been  required  and 
has  been  made  as  far  as  the  work  of  the  office  is  finished.  And  yet,  in  all  my 
-  official  rulings  and  directions,  have  made  every  endeavor  to  make  them  in  a 
fair,  equitable  and  impartial  manner,  and  in  the  interest  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

“In  all  my  official  work  have  had  most  loyal  support  from  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  and  grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  to  them.  Officers  of 
constituent  chapters  have  been  very  considerate  and,  in  the  main,  have  been 
very  prompt  and  courteous,  for  which  my  sincere  thanks  are  tendered  to  them. 

“And  now  in  a  few  short  hours  my  official  career  will  be  ended,  and  this  for 
the  first  time  in  many  years.  My  association  with  you  during  these  years 
has  been  pleasant  and  profitable.  My  expressed  hope  is  that  we  may  have 
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many  more  years  of  association  in  which  we  may  labor  together  for  the 
upbuilding  of  Capitular  Masonry.” 

P.  G.  H.  P.,  M.  E.  Companion  Matthew  M.  Miller, 
presents  his  second  report  on  correspondence.  He  says 
in  opening: — 

“We  believe  it  to  be,  as  it  has  been,  an  accepted  fact,  that  a  Masonic 
jurisdiction  receives  its  rating  and  degree  of  consideration  to  a  large  extent 
from  the  character  of  the  work  displayed  in  its  Correspondence  Reports.” 

and  later: 

“Subscribing  to  these  views,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  the  United  States  and  elsewhere  ever  attain  for  the  Capitular 
rite  the  standing  it  is  entitled  to  have  as  a  Masonic  organization,  it  will  be 
when  a  systematic  effort  is  made  by  them  to  raise  the  standard  of  their 
Correspondence  Reports, so  that  the  Craft  will  be  induced  to  read  and  study 
them  for  their  excellence  and  worth.”  v 

All  of  which  is  true.  Let  the  reporters  gird  up  their 
loins  and  strive  for  all  that  is  good,  noble  and  elevating 
in  Capitular  Masonry. 

We  appropriate  with  avidity  the  following  very  valu¬ 
able  statistical  table  which  we  find  under  Missouri.  It 
was  prepared  on  a  resolution  offered  by  Right  Excellent 
Companion  Van  Fremont  Boor  through  a  special 
committee  appointed  “to  consider  and  suggest  what 
action  could  be  taken  by  the  Grand  Chapter  (of  Mis¬ 
souri)  to  increase  its  usefulness.”  The  Committee  (and 
we  are  sorry  we  haven’t  their  names)  makes  an  ex¬ 
tended  report,  in  substance  suggesting  that  one  of  the 
most  practical  ways  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  is  to  increase  the  membership  of  the 
subordinate  chapters.  Indicative  of  the  possibilities 
in  that  line  the  committee  submits  a  table  compiled 
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from  the  latest  obtainable  statistics,  giving  this  com¬ 
parison: — 


Master 

Jurisdiction  Masons 

Alabama .  19,966 

Arizona .  1,394 

Arkansas .  18,293 

California . 36,126 

Colorado .  12,226 

Connecticut .  20,752 

Delaware .  2,888 

District  of  Columbia .  7,999 

Florida .  7,228 

Georgia .  28,420 

Illinois .  85,583 

Indiana .  47,353 

Indian  Territory .  8,476 

Iowa .  37,838 

Kansas .  28,764 

Kentucky .  30,600 

Louisiana .  10,584 

Maine .  26,530 

Maryland .  12,310 

Massachusetts . 48,415 

Michigan... .  56,010 

Minnesota .  22,014 

Mississippi .  14,3  71 

Missouri .  45,348 

Montana .  4,421 

Nebraska .  15,7*28 

Nevada .  1,241 

New  Hampshire .  9,727 

New  Jersey .  26,595 

New  Mexico .  1,629 

North  Dakota .  5,945 

North  Carolina .  16,835 

New  York .  152,878 

Ohio .  68,679 

Oregon .  8,085 

Pennsylvania .  75,273 

Rhode  Island .  6,719 

South  Carolina .  10,403 


Royal  Arch 


Masons 

Percentage 

2,689 

13 

514 

37 

3,470 

18 

9,850 

27 

3,659 

30 

7,475 

36 

917 

32 

3,354 

42 

1,151 

22 

5,700 

20 

25,604 

30 

11,893 

25 

2,731 

32 

10,193 

27 

7,829 

27 

6,456 

21 

2,046 

20 

8,605 

33 

2,940 

24 

19,367 

40 

17,761 

32 

6,988 

32 

3,276 

23 

10,333 

23 

1,282 

29 

3,916 

25 

342 

27 

3/906 

40 

5,274 

20 

638 

39 

1,688 

28 

1,833 

11 

31,107 

20 

25,698 

38 

2,441 

30 

28,177 

38 

3,338 

50 

1,588 

15 
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Jurisdiction  Master  Masons  Royal  Arch  Masons  Percentage 

South  Dakota .  6,675  2,143  32 

Texas .  41,736  12,629  30 

Tennessee .  20,986  ,  4,179  20 

Vermont .  12,078  3,810  32 

Virginia .  17,674  5,768  33 

Washington .  10,903  2,357  22 

West  Virginia .  11,778  3,873  33 

Wisconsin .  22,974  8,009  35 


A  study  of  this  table  cannot  but  be  both  interesting 
and  instructive. 

Under  New  South  Wales  we  clip,  with  our  heartiest 
commendation,  the  following: — 

‘‘Somehow  we  cannot  reconcile  our  ideas  of  Masonic  usage  with  the  too 
frequent  American  custom  at  banquets.  The  ordinary  toastmaster  seems 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  object  at  a  Masonic  banquet  is  not  to  see 
‘how  much’  of  real  worth  and  value  can  be  developed,  but  ‘how  many’  can 
be  honored  by  being  brought  to  their  feet  to  deliver  hoary  chestnuts  and 
threadbare  platitudes;  and  then,  when  the  audience  has  reached  the  point  of 
physical  and  nervous  exhaustion,  it  is  dismissed  with  the  perfunctory  ‘this 
closes  the  program.’  No  ‘Happy  to  meet,  sorry  to  part,  and  happy  to  meet 
again,’  that  always  compels  the  accord  of  good  fellowship;  nor  is  there  time 
to  sing  that  venerable  inspirer  of  sincere  cameraderie ,  ‘Auld  Lang  Syne.’  It 
sometimes  happens  that  old  ways  are  not  the  best  ways,  but  as  the  old  fellows 
near  the  allotted  ‘span,’  nothing  so  warms  the  cockles  of  their  hearts  as  the 
old  song  just  named;  or  some  other  memorable  song  venerated  in  generations 
past  by  the  usage  of  the  fathers.  Keep  up  the  custom,  boys;  you  will  ’get 
into  the  spirit  of  it,  and  enjoy  it  just  as  the  veterans  now  do.” 

Pennsylvania  is  fully  reviewed  and  our  proceedings 
quoted  from  with  sympathetic  interest;  to  be  sure,  he 
does  not  like  our  ruling  that  a  Companion  resigning, 
resigns  absolutely  and  in  toto  and  sacrifices  his  life 
membership  along  with  everything  else.  This  is  the 
way  he  looks  at  it: — 

“Neither  justice  nor  equity  seem  to  be  considered  in  such  a  decision.  The 
fact  that  the  companion  waived  his  right  for  a  time  for  any  reason  does  not 
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relieve  the  chapter  of  its  obligation  to  continue  the  right  for  life  if  he  returns 
and  so  elects.  The  obligation  of  the  chapter  is  to  the  companion  for  life, 
and  we  see  no  good  reason  for  depriving  him  of  the  right  at  any  time  so  long 
as  he  lives,  during  membership,  and  his  right  to  demit  or  resume  membership 
carries  with  it  the  obligation  of  the  chapter  to  carry  out  a  life  contract  during 
any  portion  of  the  life  and  membership  of  the  companion.” 

Strange,  isn’t  it,  how  differently  the  same  subject  is 
seen  from  different  view-points?  No  Companion  was 
ever  forced  to  resign.  He  knew  the  law  when  he 
resigned.  How  can  an  injustice  be  done  when  the 
injured  (?)  brings  upon  himself  the  injury?  If  one 
knows,  when  he  becomes  a  Life  Member,  that  if  he 
resigns  he  loses,  and  must  necessarily  lose,  his  Life 
Membership,  where  is  the  injustice  or  inequity? 

Companion  Miller  says:  “The  obligation  of  the 
Chapter  is  to  the  Companion  for  life  .  .  .”  The 

obligation,  on  the  contrary,  is  that  upon  the  payment 
of  a  stipulated  fee  the  Companion  is  made  a  member  for 
life  and  is  exempt  from  dues .  The  obligation  is  for  life- 
membership.  Resignation  severs  all  relations  of  mem¬ 
bership,  and  is  the  voluntary  act  of  the  one  who  resigns. 

We  clip  the  following  from  Companion  Miller’s  con¬ 
clusion: — 

“We  also  note  signs  indicating  that  the  Royal  Arch  bodies  are  not  only 
alive  to  the  necessity  of  systematic  effort  to  uphold  the  standard  of  the  work 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  its  purity,  simplicity  and  integrity,  but  also  that 
such  added  effort  had  been  productive  of  valuable  results  in  increased  mem¬ 
bership,  as  well  as  a  welding  together  of  the  companions  in  unity  in  the  bond 
of  good  fellowship  and  fraternal  relation.  There  has  been  another  result,  a 
demonstration  of  the  fact  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  makes  a  great  advance 
when  it  gives  up  outside  embellishments,  and  relies  alone  upon  the  sublimity 
of  the  principles  illustrated  and  inculcated  in  its  degrees.” 

Fred  Washbon,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Albert  K.  Wilson,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


S.  B. 


1910.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


187 


KENTUCKY. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  held  its  Ninety-third  Annual  Convocation  in 
the  Masonic  Temple,  Louisville,  commencing  October 
18,  1910  A. ..I. ..2440,  and  was  opened  in  ample  form  on 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  at  8:30  o’clock  P.  M. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion 
G.  Allison  Holland,  delivered  his  annual  address.  It 
opens  thus: 

“The  year  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  just  closing  has  been  full  of  interest.  It 
has  been  replete  with  activities  in  Capitular  circles  and  its  history  when 
written  will  be  read  with  admiration  by  all  true  adherents  to  the  royal  craft. 
Speaking  from  an  experience  of  many  years,  I  do  not  recall  a  single  year  in 
which  the  enthusiasm  shown  is  comparable  with  that  indicated  from  October, 
1909,  to  October,  1910.  From  every  section  of  Kentucky  the  news  of  resusci¬ 
tation,  rehabilitation  and  exaltation  comes  as  upon  the  wings  of  the  morning, 
and  as  the  ninety-third  annual  convocation  approaches  I  am  constrained  to 
say  that  I  am  sure  those  Masons  of  the  Capitular  may  feel  that  they  have 
kept  pace  even  if  they  have  not  exceeded  in  growth  our  brothers  of  the  sym¬ 
bolic,  the  cryptic  or  the  Templar  rites.” 

We  quote  his  decisions: — 

“‘When  a  member  is  dropped  from  the  record  of  the  Chapter  on  account 
of  suspension  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  he  remains  suspended  for  more  than  two 
years,  does  he  have  to  petition  the  Chapter  and  be  balloted  on  after  he  is 
reinstated  in  the  Lodge?’ 

“I  held  his  reinstatement  in  the  Blue  Lodge  restored  him  to  membership 
in  the  Chapter. 

“The  following  came  from  Covington  Chapter  No.  35: 

“‘T.  W.  Balsly,  Master  Mason  of  Ludlow  Lodge  No.  759,  petitioned  this 
Chapter  September  24,  1909,  and  was  elected  unanimously  to  receive  the 
Chapter  degrees  on  October  22,  1909.  The  necessary  fees  accompanied  the 
petition.  On  January  28,  1910,  Brother  Balsly  in  a  written  communication 
desires  to  have  his  application  and  fee  returned.’  The  question  arose,  was  he 
entitled  to  the  return  of  any  part  of  the  fees  paid  in. 

“I  held  that  he  was  entitled  to  all  his  money  back. 

“Two  candidates  living  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Murray  Chapter  No.  92 
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wished  to  become  members  of  Paducah  Chapter  No.  30.  They  lived  at 
Benton  and  petitioned  Paducah  Chapter  prior  to  the  reviving  of  Murray 
Chapter,  which  interesting  event  took  place  on  May  6th.  Five  other  candi¬ 
dates  had  been  elected  and  they  declined  to  take  the  degrees  unless  these  two 
were  permitted  to  go  on.  Then  Murray  Chapter  refused  to  waive  jurisdiction. 
I  held  that  if  Murray  Chapter  had  failed  to  meet  for  twelve  consecutive 
months  it  lost  its  jurisdiction  after  that  time  and  until  it  resumed  labor. 
After  being  again  called  to  labor  its  jurisdiction  was  regained. 

“A  member  of  this  Grand  Chapter  residing  in  Louisville,  but  holding  mem¬ 
bership  in  a  Chapter  out  in  the  State  wrote  to  ask  if  he  was  entitled  to  mileage 
from  the  location  of  his  Chapter,  he  having  served  on  a  Committee  during 
the  ninety-second  Annual  Convocation  of  this  body.  I  wrote  him  that  he 
was  only  entitled  to  mileage  for  the  distance  ‘necessarily  traveled’  (Constitu¬ 
tion  Art.  VI.,  Secs.  1  and  2)  and  no  more.  This  decision  is  reported  in  order 
that  the  Grand  Chapter  may  certify  the  law  on  this  question.” 

Of  the  inspection  of  Chapters  he  says: — 

“I  do  not  know  of  anything  that  is  being  done,  or  promises  more  practical 
good  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  Kentucky,  than  the  inspection  of  subordinate 
Chapters.  There  has  been  an  intimation  that  the  inspections  are  of  no 
avail,  if  not  undesirable,  but  such  impressions  I  am  persuaded,  are  caused  by 
a  want  of  information  as  to  the  real  effect  and  genuine  improvement  in  work 
and  methods  resulting  from  this  system.  The  fact  that  a  number  of  Chapters, 
in  effect,  decline  to  be  inspected,  or  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  visit  by  the 
Inspector — is  prima  facie  evidence  of  a  conviction  thattheyarenot  in  acondi- 
tion  to  bear  official  scrutiny,  for  if  they  were  well  equipped  in  knowledge  of 
the  ritual,  and  capabilities  for  impressive  work,  they  would  welcome  an 
investigation  that  would  make  their  proficiency  known  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest  and  Companions  of  this  body.  Inquiries  in  relation  to  some  of  these 
cases,  confirm  the  conclusion  here  given.” 

There  is  a  very  full  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Necrology  in  which  we  find  loving  mention  of  our  late 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Alexander 
H.  Morgan. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  present  an  interest¬ 
ing  report,  but  from  which  we  do  not  find  it  necessary 
to  quote. 

This  plethoric  volume  of  Kentucky’s  proceedings 
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contains  the  Constitution,  the  Rules  of  Order,  the 
Regulations  and  Code  governing  in  that  State.  It 
makes  interesting  reading. 

The  correspondence  report4  is  presented  under  the 
title  of  * 

“REPORT 

ON 

The  Doings  of  Grand  Chapters 
For  the  year  ending  October  20,  igioF 

It  is  from  the  pen  of  W.  W.  Clarke,  Reporter.  It 
follows  the  usual  alphabetical  arrangement  and  is  ably 
prepared. 

Under  Illinois,  we  quote: — 

% 

“‘Anent,’  as  a  qualifying  word  in  the  letter  of  the  Order,  will,  we  fear,  in  no 
great  while,  lose  its  meaning,  if  not  its  right  to  be  retained.  A  continuation 
of  legislation  following  the  trend  of  some  years  past  will  make  of  the  Order 
the  most  thoroughly  modern  institution  in  existence,  its  claim  to  antiquity 
resting  not  in  the  possession  of  inherited  traits,  but  solely  on  the  fact  of  evolu¬ 
tion  from  a  remote  ancestry  whose  peculiarities  have  been  lost  in  transition. 
Modern  Masonry  will  leave  to  the  Masonry  even  of  1717,  about  the  same 
relation  that  man  does  to  the  anthropoid  ape,  with  conditions,  as  to  improve¬ 
ment,  reversed.” 

The  above  shows  that  Companion  Clarke  wields  a 
virile  quill  in  the  interest  of  conservative  Masonry. 

Again,  under  Iowa: — 

“The  Grand  High  Priest  has  accomplished  the  seemingly  impossible;  and 
has  taught  other  Grand  High  Priests  a  lesson,  if  they  have  the  nerve  to  follow 
the  way  he  has  plainly  bla7ed.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  it  appears, 
adopted  a  revised  Code,  which  was  skillfully  annotated  and  efficiently  indexed. 
A  copy  was  sent  to  each  High  Priest  and  Secretary  in  the  jurisdiction.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  then  sent  out  a  circular  letter  addressing  each  High  Priest 
and  Secretary  that  no  questions  relating  to  Masonic  law  would  receive  at- 
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tention  unless  accompanied  by  a  certificate,  under  seal  that  an  answer  to  the 
inquiry  could  not  be  found  by  reference  to  the  Code.  The  resultof  his  heroic 
action,  he  declares,  has  been  eminently  satisfactory.” 

And  under  Maine: 

“Quoting  an  observation  from  our  review  of  North  Carolina  of  last  year, 
that  we  could  not  understand  on  what  theory  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow 
Crafts  were  denied  the  right  to  demit,  he  rejoins: 

“‘Whatever  may  be  the  status  of  such  Masons  in  Kentucky,  in  Maine  and 
in  most  other  States  they  are  not  members  of  the  bodies  in  which  they  have 
received  a  part  of  the  degrees;  it  follows  that,  if  they  are  not  members,  they 
cannot  give  up  membership.’ 

“The  reasoning  is  not  convincing;  in  fact,  it  only  presses  the  question  back 
one  degree:  Why  are  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow  Crafts  not  members 
of  the  lodge?  Refusing  them  membership  does  violence  to  the  history  of 
the  Order.  Depriving  them  of  membership  is  an  innovation  in  the  body  of 
Masonry  since  it  works  a  change  in  the  very  membership  of  the  Order,  a  change 
in  the  personnel  of  the  Order;  and  since  ‘it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  or 
body  of  men  to  make  innovations  in  the  body  of  Masonry,’  the  question  at 
once  is  obtruded:  Are  they  not  members,  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding?” 

They  are  members  in  Pennsylvania  and  can  resign. 

Pennsylvania  is  reported  fully  and  fairly  with  an 
incidental  compliment  to  the  writer  of  this  review  for 
which  we  tender  our  most  sincere  thanks.  You  have 
helped  us. 

“For  in  your  garden  there  are  many  roses, 

And  their  blossoms,  like  our  years,  are  sped; 

Really,  I  aiji  very  fond  of  roses, 

But  I  want  them  now,  not  when  I’m  dead.” 

We  clip  the  following  under  Pennsylvania.  It  evi¬ 
dences  the  fact  that  Companion  Clarke  is  a  true  man  and 
Mason: — 

“Before  concluding  this  review,  we  want  to  disavow  any  belief  on  our  part 
that  Companion  Pennman  intended  to  hurt  our  feelings,  or  that  they  were 
hurt;  and  this  because  we  are  not  in  any  sense  pachydermatous,  but  because 
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to  wound  the  feelings  of  another  is  not  one  of  the  lessons  taught  by  the  Order, 
the  lessons  and  doctrines  of  which  Companion  Pennman  is  so  distinguished 
an  exemplar.” 

There  was  much  quotable  material  throughout  this 
entire  report,  very  much  more  than  we  have  utilized 
and  we  thank  Companion  Clarke -for  his  very  excellent 
and  readable  work. 

Harry  Bailey,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Henry  B.  Grant,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


LOUISIANA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  convened  in  the 
Masonic  Temple,  at  New  Orleans>  Tuesday,  February 
2,  1909,  at  12  o’clock  m. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion 
C.  Kramer,  presented  his  annual  address,  which  opens 
as  follows: 

“As  your  Grand  High  Priest  I  greet  you  on  commencing  the  labors  of  the 
Sixty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  our  Grand  Chapter.  One  year  ago  your 
confidence  and  generosity  bestowed  on  me  a  sacred  trust.  I  now  am  ready 
to  give  some  account  of  my  stewardship,  and  to  offer  some  recommendations 
which,  if  adopted,  I  believe,  will  be  for  the  better  government  and  progress 
of  the  Royal  Craft 

“I  must  first,  however,  acknowledge  my  gratitude  to  the  Great  I  AM, 
whose  name  we  can  only  mention  with  humility  and  adoration,  for  His  provi¬ 
dential  care  during  the  past  year.  To  be  sure,  we  all  have  had  our  share  of 
adversity  to  chasten  us,  but  out  of  its  shadows,  I  trust,  we  have  emerged  to  a 
clearer  faith  and  with  a  firmer  resolution  to  meet  every  duty  and  responsi¬ 
bility.” 


We  also  quote  his  decisions  as  follows:— 

“February  10th  I  received  a  request  from  Companion  F.  W.  Dortch,  M.  D., 
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E.  H.  P.,  of  Hines  Chapter  No.  54,  asking  for  an  interpretation  of  Section  44, 
General  Regulations  of  the  General  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States, 
which  reads: 

“For  all  purposes,  except  opening  and  closing  a  Chapter  and  conferring 
degrees,  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  are  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum.” 

“There  seems  at  the  first  reading  some  ambiguity  in  the  law,  which  disap¬ 
pears  when  we  carefully  study  its  language.  It  being,  however,  a  matter  of 
grave  importance,  which  all  subordinate  Chapters  should  understand,  I  sub¬ 
mitted  it  to  M.  E.  Companion  R.  R.  Reid,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  and  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence.  He  called  together  his 
committee  which  rendered  the  following  interpretation: 

‘  ‘  ‘  No  Chapter  shall  transact  business,  other  than  opening  and  closing  and 
conferring  degrees,  unless  nine  members  of  that  particular  Chapter  are  present, 
but  that  a  Chapter  may  open  and  close  and  confer  degrees  with  less  than  nine 
of  its  members  present;  provided,  there  are  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons  present, 
some  of  whom  may  be  members  of  different  Chapters.’ 

“To  this  interpretation  I  gave  my  approval  as  Grand  High  Priest. 

“September  30.  As  the  King  and  some  of  the  members  of  the  Ascension 
Chapter  No.  49  desired  to  know  whether  a  special  convocation  of  that  Chapter 
could  be  called  without  the  consent  of  the  High  Priest,  if  that  officer  was 
unwilling  to  call  the  special  convocation  desired  by  some  of  the  members.  I 
ruled  as  follows:  The  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  alone  has  the  right  to  call 
a  special  convocation,  unless  he  is  prevented  from  doing  so  by  continued 
absence  from  the  parish,  or  by  infirmity  of  body  or  mind,  which  incapacitates 
him  for  acting.” 

Of  the  “state  of  the  order”  in  Louisiana,  he  says: — 

‘  ‘  I  can  by  no  means  express  any  high  degree  of  elation  over  the  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  Louisiana.  We  have  made  some  little  progress  and 
can  record  two  more  Chapters  than  we  had  last  year,  making  thirty  in  all. 
The  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  on  our  rolls  at  our  last  annual  convocation 
was  2,489.  This  number  has  been  increased  to  2,687.  It  is  not,  however, 
the  reaching  out  after  numerical  strength  that  will  bring  about  healthy  life 
any  more  than  the  development  of  adipose  tissue  gives  health  to  the  human 
body.  Nor  is  it  the  quality  of  the  material  which  is  coming  to  us  from 
symbolic  Masonry  that  is  objectionable.  We  are,  on  the  contrary,  receiving 
the  highest  type  of  manhood.  My  criticism  of  our  Order  is  this:  we  do 
nothing  to  impress  our  capitular  degrees  on  the  candidate.  They  are  rushed 
through  the  work  and  sometimes  receive  the  entire  four  degrees  at  one  convo¬ 
cation.  The  profound  and  useful  lessons,  to  be  taught  by  the  degrees,  are 
entirely  lost.  Large  numbers  of  our  Royal  Arch  Masons  never  appear  in 
the  Chapter  again,  and  are  only  known  as  such  by  the  keystone  that  they 
are  permitted  to  wear. 
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“I  would  recommend  that  hereafter,  except  for  the  most  extraordinary- 
reasons,  candidates  receive  the  Mark  Master’s  degree  at  one  convocation, 
the  Past  Master’s  degree  and  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  degree  at  a  second 
convocation  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  at  a  third  convocation;  moreover, 
that  all  candidates,  before  taking  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  be  required  to  pass 
an  examination  on  the  three  previous  degrees,  and  that  Royal  Arch  Masons 
be  required  to  pass  an  examination  on  the  Royal  Arch  degree  thirty  days  after 
they  are  exalted:  all  of  these  examinations  to  be  conducted  in  open  Chapter.” 

Passing  over  his  defence  of  ‘'rituals,”  which  sounds 
strange  to  Pennsylvania  ears,  we  pass  to  his  conclusion 
from  which  we  quote: 

“I  feel  satisfied  that  some  of  my  suggestions  will  not  find  ready  acceptance; 
nor  is  it  my  desire  that  a  body  so  conservative  as  this  Grand  Chapter  should 
suddenly  become  revolutionary  in  its  legislation,  I  have,  however,  endeavored 
in  a  spirit  of  sweet  reasonableness  to  convince  my  Companions  of  the  rectitude 
of  my  position,  and  to  open  to  their  vision  what  I  believe  a  more  excellent  way. 
I  am  willing  that  time  and  a  better  understanding  shall  justify  my  cause. 

“Now,  Companions,  I  commend  you  in  your  deliberations  to  the  Most 
Excellent  and  Supreme  High  Priest.  May  His  omnipresence  inspire  you; 
His  omnipotence  strengthen  you;  His  omniscience  guide  you  into  all  truth.” 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  the 
pen  of  Companion  Herman  Cope  Duncan.  It  is  a  con¬ 
densed  work,  but  remarkably  full  as  to  Masonic  activi¬ 
ties  in  the  several  Grand  J  urisdictions. 

Under  New  Jersey  we  clip  the  following,  re  changing 
a  mark: 

“Companion  Seward  says  that  he  cannot  follow  us  in  stating  that  a  mark 
can  be  changed  between  the  time  of  choosing  and  the  recording  of  the  same. 
Let  us  assume  that  Companion  Seward  has  just  taken  the  Mark  degree  and 
after  due  reflection  he  chooses  a  mark.  He  comes  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  his  Chapter  and  asks  him  to  record  it.  The  Secretary  examines  it,  and 
informs  him  that  he  cannot  have  that  as  his  mark  for  the  reason  that  it  has 
already  been  chosen  and  belongs  to  another.  Would  not  Bro.  Seward  be 
obliged  to  alter  and  change  the  mark  that  he  had  chosen?  We  think  so. 
The  fact,  we  take  it,  is  that,  when  a  brother  chooses  a  mark,  he  does  so  only 
tentatively  and  potentially.  It  is  done  with  the  understanding  that  it  is 
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liable  to  be  changed.  The  choice  becomes  definite  and  final  when  it  is  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  brother  can  have  the  mark  he  has  chosen — that  is  to  say, 
when  it  is  accepted  for  recordation.” 

Pennsylvania  was  fully  reviewed  for  1907,  with  quo¬ 
tations  and  comments.  He  spells  the  name  of  our  late 
reviewer,  Companion  Thomas  F.  Penman  (Pitman) 
and  extends  to  him  the  invitation  already  extended  to 
the  writer  as  follows: — 


“We  should  be  glad  to  have  Companion  Pitman  feel  that  our  invitation  to 
Companion  Bates  is  one  in  which  he  is  included.  We  hope  that  they  will 
come  together  to  Louisiana;  but,  shQuld  that  not  be  practical,  that  they  come 
separately.” 

The  italics  are  ours. 

We  have  spent  many  pleasant  days  in  Louisiana  at 
New  Orleans,  and  would  be  delighted  to  renew  the 
pleasure,  more  especially  now  that  we  have  this  cordial 
“ invite”  from  a  Brother  and  Companion.  You  must 
promise  to  take  us  where  we  can  eat  some  good 
“  pompano.” 

Companion  Duncan  concludes  his  report  by  saying: — 

“This  is  the  sixteenth  annual  review  that  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
writing,  and,  in  submitting  it,  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  return¬ 
ing  our  thanks  for  the  many  evidences  of  kind  appreciation  extended  to  us  at 
home  and  abroad.” 

Gus  D.  Levy,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Richard  Lambert,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 


MAINE. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Maine  met 
in  Annual  Convocation  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  Portland, 
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on  Tuesday  evening,  May  3,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440,  at 
seven  o’clock. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Franklin 
R.  Redlon,  presented  his  annual  address  from  which  we 
quote  the  opening  paragraph: 

“Companions: — The  85th  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  the  State  of  Maine  has  been  opened  in  full  and  ample  form,  and  we  are 
about  to  take  up  the  duties  which  we  hope  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  craft  and 
credit  to  ourselves,  and  I  extend  to  you  all  a  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting. 
When  we  parted  one  year  ago  it  was  with  the  earnest  and  expressed  wish 
that  all  might  be  spared  to  meet  again  this  year.  Knowing  it  is  due  to  His 
mercy  that  so  many  have  been  permitted  to  again  assemble  around  our  altar, 
let  us  return  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Him  whose  creatures  we  are.” 

In  concluding  he  speaks  as  follows: 

“I  desire  at  this  time  to  publicly  congratulate  this  Grand  Chapter  upon 
the  efficient  work  of  Inspecting  Officers,  both  past  and  present,  and  that  of 
our  Grand  Secretary. 

“I  do  this  because  I  would  like  to  revise  or  add  to  the  often  misquoted 
saying,  ‘speak  well  of  the  dead,’  this  sentence,  and  speak  well  to  the  living. 
These  unselfish  companions  are  men,  not  of  leisure,  but  devoted  to  business 
which  occupies  their  whole  time,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  without  compensation,  yet  they,  through  storm  and  sunshine,  find 
time  to  instruct  and  encourage  the  companions  of  the  different  chapters,  and 
to  them  is  due  the  credit  of  the  high  standard  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Maine; 
and  we  should  be  ready  to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  them  while  they 
live,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  and  not  wait  until 
it  falls  upon  the  Committee  of  Memorials  to  show  their  friends  what  we 
thought  of  them. 

“In  returning  to  you,  Companions,  at  this  convocation,  the  emblem  of 
authority  with  which  I  was  entrusted,  I  desire  to  tender  you  all  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  and  to  assure  you  that 
although  no  longer  an  officer  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  yet  my  time  and  influence 
will  be  always  at  your  disposal  to  be  used  in  any  manner  for  the  advancement 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Maine.” 

Not  as  criticism  and  solely  to  get  light  on  an  unim¬ 
portant  and  un-Masonic  matter,  we  again  quote,  “  I 


196 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1910. 


would  like  to  revise  or  add  to  the  often  misquoted 
saying,  ‘speak  well  of  the  dead.’  ” 

Now,  there  is  Chilo’s  saying,  “Do  not  speak  evil  of 
the  dead,”  and  Solon’s  law  which  forbids  men  to  speak 
ill  of  the  dead.  Is  this  saying  and  this  law  misquoted  as 
above  or  is  there  some  authority  for  the  saying  as 
quoted? 

The  several  reports  received  from  the  Grand  King, 
Grand  Scribe,  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  were 
of  interest,  but  contained  nothing  quotable  of  interest 
to  Pennsylvania. 

In  Maine  a  Companion  may  apply  to  another 
Chapter  for  membership,  while  still  retaining  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Chapter  from  which  he  proposes  to 
resign.  It  is  not  so  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  Maine  “Candidates  must  apply  to  the  nearest 
Chapter.” 

The  report  on  correspondence  comes  from  the  pen  of 
Companion  Herbert  Harris. 

It  is  a  valuable  paper  with  enough  of  the  personal 
equation  to  make  it  readable  and  entertaining  and 
ranges  up  or  down,  as  the  reader’s  point-of-view  may 
be  located,  from  Esperanto  to  Bermuda. 

We  quote  under  Alabama: — 

“The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Louisiana  having  alluded  to  ‘the  rapid  growth 
of  Esperanto,’  Companion  Titcomb  expresses  a  doubt  as  to  the  utility  of  the 
language,  though  acknowledging  that  his  doubt  may  be  due  to  ignorance.  I 
would  not  think  of  accusing  Companion  Titcomb  of  ignorance  on  many 
subjects  of  importance;  but  Esperanto  is  (in  this  country)  so  recent  a  comer 
that  it  is  not  at  all  strange  that  there  are  many  who  have  not  yet  made  its 
acquaintance.  If  any  one  doubts  the  practicability  of  the  language,  let  him 
attend  one  of  the  international  congresses  of  Esperantists,  of  which  the  sixth 
will  occur  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  August  next.  Companion  Titcomb  errs, 
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however,  in  calling  it  a  'universal  language’;  if  by  that  he  means  that  it  is 
expected  to  supersede  the  existing  languages.  It  is  merely  proposed  as  an 
auxiliary  language  international;  one  which  the  people  of  every  nation  may 
easily  learn  in  addition  to  their  own,  to  be  used  whenever  their  own  does  not 
answer  the  purpose.” 

Our  next  quotation,  under  Colorado,  is  not  Com¬ 
panion  Harris’s,  but  from  the  well-known  chairman  of 
the  Correspondence  Committee  of  that  State.  It  is  a 
new  view  anent  Masonic  Homes. 

"It  is  true,  we  prefer  a  different  way  of  helping  those  who  need  our  help. 
First,  because  we  do  not  like  parading  our  charity;  second,  because  we  do 
not  like  institutionizing  those  dependent  upon  us,  and  thirdly,  because,  as 
far  as  our  experience  goes,  it  is  the  most  costly  way  of  rendering  aid.” 

From  an  experience  of  twenty-seven  years  with  the 
Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania*  we  are  compelled  to 
differ  from  Companion  Ernest  Le  Neve  Foster  as  to 
the  point  that  “it  is  the  most  costly  way  of  rendering  aid .” 

The  italics  are  ours. 

Under  Kentucky  we  find  the  following  on  the  subject 
of  Chapter  inspection: — 

‘‘The  Committee  on  Inspection  recommended  that  a  fine  of  five  dollars  be 
imposed  upon  any  chapter  which  wilfully  refuses  to  arrange  for  an  inspection, 
and  that,  after  one  year’s  trial,  if  that  plan  proves  unsatisfactory,  ‘the  law 
requiring  the  inspections  be  repealed  in  toto,  giving,  however,  to  every  chapter 
the  right  to  call  on  the  Grand  High  Priest  at  any  time  it  may  desire  an  inspec¬ 
tion,  said  chapter  bearing  all  expenses.’ 

"In  my  opinion  the  committee  altogether  misses  the  point.  Its  own 
report  shows  that  the  chapters  inspected  are  in  good  condition.  Of  course, 
it  would  not  be  fair  to  insist  that  they  are  in  good  condition  because  they  were 
inspected;  it  may  even  be  true,  in  some  cases,  that  they  were  willing  to  be 
inspected  because  they  knew  they  were  in  good  condition;  the  important  fact 
is  that  many  did  not  wish  to  be  inspected,  and  a  fair  inference  is  that  they  are 
the  ones  that  need  it  most.  The  problem  is  to  devise  some  plan  by  which 
these  shall  be  inspected,  and  the  plan  of  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
chapters,  with  the  added  duty  of  paying  the  expense,  will  make  a  bad  matter 
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worse.  A  Grand  Chapter  that  has  a  fund  of  over  $23,000  and  an. income  of 
about  $7,000,  and  can  pay  $500  for  the  expenses  of  its  representatives  at  the 
Triennial  Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  can  surely  spare  the 
amount  necessary  for  a  thorough  inspection  of  its  subordinates.  Moreover,  I 
believe  it  pays  as  a  business  transaction,  to  keep  the  chapters  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  If  the  inspector  cannot  arrange  a  date  with  a  given  chapter,  what  is  to 
hinder  his  dropping  in  on  the  date  fixed  for  a  stated  convocation?  If  no 
convocation  is  held,  he  at  least  will  -find  out  something  about  the  condition 
of  things;  and  he  will  usually  have  an  opportunity  to  talk  with  some  of  the 
officers,  and  can  then  make  an  intelligent  report  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  The 
Grand  Chapter  has  authority  enough,  and  will  know  how  to  act  when  it  has 
the  facts.  A  chapter  that  wilfully  remains  isolated  from  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  receives  from  it  no  instruction  or  inspiration,  is  like  a  branch  which  draws 
no  nourishment  from  the  tree,  and  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way.” 

Under  Michigan  there  is  some  more  Esperanto: — 

“He  reviews  Maine  for  1908,  quoting  from  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address. 
He  also  quotes  and  translates  my  Esperanto  message  to  him,  and  if  he  had 
translated  daurigi  “to  continue,’  I  would  have  been  inclined  to  give  him  an 
Atesto  de  Lernado.  His  reply  given  below  is  good  Esperanto  and  is  alsp  true: 

“‘Mi  estas  nur  komencanto,  sed  estas  mia  opinio  ke  la  rapida  divastigado 
de  la  lingvo  Esperanto  estos  bonego  al  ciuj  nacioj.’ 

“He  adds: 

‘“Several  of  the  Grand  Secretaries  and  Reviewers  are  becoming  interested 
in  this  language  and  you  may  soon  expect  the  correspondence  reports  to  be 
offered  to  foreign  nations  in  Esperanto.  It  would  certainly  make  an  excellent 
means  of  communication  between  Masonic  bodies  of  differing  tongues.’” 

And  now,  under  Missouri,  you  have  a  chance  to  laugh 
at  a  story  quoted  from  Companion  Stevenson’s  review 
of  Maine: — 

“Years  ago  it  was  a  custom  to  use  Scriptural  phrases  for  the  first  names, 
and  as  a  matter  of  course  had  negro  imitation.  An  itinerant  preacher  travel¬ 
ing  to  an  assignment  at  a  crossroads  school-house  one  Sunday  morning,  in  the 
South,  found  a  darkey  cultivating  a  patch  of  corn  with  the  hoe.  Accosting 
him  the  preacher  inquired  if  he  did  not  know  it  was  wrong  to  hoe  cornon  the 
Sabbath  day.  “Yes,  suh,  but  de  corn  don’t  grow  ’dout  he  is  hoed.”  Sug¬ 
gesting  that  there  were  six  other  days  in  the  week  for  such  labor,  the  darkey 
responded: 

“‘Wuk  fo  Massa  all  de  week,  an  hab  to  hoe  de  corn  on  Sunday.’ 
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“Then  said  the  preacher: 

‘“You  should  trust  to  Providence  to  make  the  corn  grow.’ 

“‘Huh,  trus’  to  dat  nigger;  he  too  dam  lazy  to  hoe  his  own  corn.’” 

t 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed.  Companion 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom’s  address  is  quoted  from  and  the 
salient  points  of  the  proceedings  of  the  December 
quarterly  are  noted  and  commented  upon. 

Pennsylvania  has  a  "Form”  for  recording  minutes, 
minute  in  its  detail  almost  to  the  dotting  of  an  i  or  the 
crossing  of  a  t.  When  we  were  first  confronted  with 
this  fact  we  were  disposed  to  resent  the  implied  doubt 
as  to  the  ability  of  a  secretary  to  record  what  was 
proper  to  be  committed  to  writing;  but  long  years  of 
experience  teach  us  that  the  requirement  is  a  good  one. 
Its  benefits  are  realized  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s  office 
when  the  minute  books  of  subordinate  Chapters  are  to 
be  examined. 

It  is  Companion  Harris’s  opinion  that 

“If  the  Pennsylvania  companions  read  the  correspondence  reports,  they 
surely  get  the  cream  of  the  various  proceedings,  the  extracts  given  being  many 
and  long.’  ’ 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  compliment  paid 
us  in  quoting  our  conclusion  in  full. 

Under  Vermont  we  quote: — 

“It  will  be  remembered  that  Canadian  R.  A.  chapters  do  not  confer  the 
P.  M.  degree,  and  also  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington  permits  its 
subordinates  to  charge  half-price  for  that  degree  when  conferred  upon 
Canadian  companions  who  wish  to  visit  chapters  in  Washington.  Companion 
Perkins  thus  very  well  voices  the  criticism  which  that  Washington  practice 
has  encountered  all  over  our  country. 

“‘We  do  not  assume  that  “The  brethren  from  Canada,  or  any  Foreign 
Jurisdiction’  are  better  than  those  of  Washington  or  Vermont  or  any  other 
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State  in  this  Union.  But  we  do  aver  they  are  our  peers,  and  as  such  are 
entitled  to  all  fraternal  comity  without  showing  “the  color  of  their  money." 

“‘And  we  feel  that  the  would-be  visitor  should  also  be  told  that  except  in 
Washington,  and  possibly  one  or  two  other  jurisdictions,  he  would  be  cordially 
granted  the  right  of  visitation  in  any  Graifd  Jurisdiction  in  these  United  States, 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  a  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  close,  fraternal  relations,  by 
assuming  the  O.  B.  of  any  missing,  intermediate  degree  without  thought  of 
“fee  or  reward”  financially.  This  to  our  mind,  we  would  courteously  say, 
comports  more  closely  with  the  Masonic  teaching  of  “Justice”  than  any  50 
per  cent,  basis  or  on  special  occasions  of  the  full  100  per  cent.’” 

And  here,  under  Canada,  is  where  we  again  laugh: — - 

$ 

“It  would  be  a  great  ‘find’  if  one  could  stumble  upon  the  barrel  of  stories 
from  which  he  draws  to  illustrate  his  remarks.  Here  is  a  sample,  used  in  dis¬ 
cussing  some  statement  made  by  Companion  Phelps,  of  Nebraska: 

“Said  an  onlooker  to  the  auctioneer:  ‘Was  the  picture  you  just  sold  a 
genuine  work  of  art?’ 

“‘No,’  answered  the  other,  ‘but  the  story  I  told  about  it  was.’ 

“Again,  commenting  on  a  remark  of  his  own,  he  said: 

“‘We  trust  he  won’t  detect  any  severity  in  that  to  arouse  the  patriotic 
Nebraskan  bile.  A  fraternal  tilt  occasionally  is  not  to  be  so  construed.  We 
don’t  mean  it  anyway,  but  if  he  persists  in  mistaken  interpretation,  why  all 
we  can  do  is  to  forgive. 

“‘Teacher — “Did  you  ever  forgive  an  enemy?” 

“  ‘Tommy — “  Wunct.” 

“‘Teacher — “And  what  noble  sentiment  promptecj  you  to  do  it?” 

“‘Tommy — “He  was  bigger  dan  me.”’” 

And  again,  under  District  of  Columbia: — • 

“‘A  traveler  in  the  country  pulled  his  horse  up  to  the  fence  where  a  small 
boy  was  hoeing  potatoes.  Desiring  to  engage  the  lad  in  conversation  he 
asked,  “Son,  what  do  you  get  for  hoeing  the  potatoes?”  The  boy  pushed 
the  hat  back  from  his  perspiring  brow  and  replied  succinctly,  “Nothin’  if  I 
do  and  hell  if  I  don’t!”  This  is  about  the  position  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence.’” 

We  quote  the  conclusion,  by  Companion  Harris,  in 
its  entirety,  first  because  it  is  good,  and,  second,  to  make 
our  review  balance,  for  it  is  in  the  conclusion  that 
Bermuda  comes  in: — 
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“This,  my  eighth  report,  was  begun  early  in  the  winter,  but  is  not  actually 
finished  until  some  time  after  our  annual  convocation,  your  correspondent 
having  authority  to  add  whatever  he  has  to  say  about  the  proceedings  which 
arrive  before  the  printers  get  in  their  final  work. 

“At  the  time  of  our  annual  convocation  the  writer  was  in  the  Bermuda 
Islands,  his  first  absence  since  1897.  The  vjsit  to  this  bit  of  foreign  territory 
was  a  novelty  and  a  pleasure,  the  ocean  trip  a  delight.  Only  two  days  distant 
from  the  busy  streets  of  New  York,  the  low  Stone  houses  of  pure  white,  roofs 
and  all,  nestling  among  banana  trees,  cocoanut  and  date  palms  and  semi- 
tropical  shrubbery,  the  brilliant  blossoms  of  the  pomegranate,  the  night¬ 
blooming  Cereus  climbing  to  the  tops  of  the  tall  tree-trunks,  the  donkey-carts 
on  the  smooth  white  roads,  and  the  curious  coral  reefs  by  which  the  islands  are 
surrounded,  all  give  to  the  traveler  the  impression  of  a  far-off  foreign  land; 
yet  a  foreign  land  without  the  usual  petty  inconveniences,  for  he  finds 
American  paper  money  willingly  accepted,  and  the  English  language  every¬ 
where  spoken.  He  even  has  no  need  for  Esperanto.  Indeed,  your  corre¬ 
spondent  has  a  strong  suspicion  that  the  majority  of  the  population  never 
heard  of  Esperanto,  for  the  majority  is  dark-skinned  and  ne-studema:  but  he 
found  some  English  business  men  who  were  interested  in  the  language  and 
desirous  of  obtaining  text-books. 

“It  is  easy  to  rest  in  Bermuda,  even  in  a  hotel;  and  all  whose  labors  or 
worries  are  hostile  to  sleep  are  advised  to  try  the  effect  of  its  balmy  air.  This 
is  not  an  ‘ad.’ ” 

Thomas  H.  Bodge,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Stephen  Berry,  Grand  Secretary. 

S.  B. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Quarterly  Convocations  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts  were  held  on  March 
9th,  June  8th,  and  September  7th,  with  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eleventh  Annual  Convocation  on  Decem¬ 
ber  7th,  1909.  The  Convocations  all  seem  to  have 
been  well  attended  and  we  note  Pennsylvania  was 
represented  at  every  meeting. 

At  the  Quarterly  Convocation  held  in  March,  the 
Committee  to  whom  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address 
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was  referred  in  December  reported.  The  Committee 
fully  endorsed  the  decisions  and  recommendations  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  Report. 

The  question  of  Jurisdiction  seems  to  annoy  them  as 
well  as  others,  they  say: 

“The  question  of  Jurisdiction  is  a  perennial  one,  and  will  probably  continue 
to  be  raised  so  long  as  the  phraseology  of  the  Grand  Constitution  governing 
the  same  shall  be  open  to  more  than  one  interpretation,  at  least  in  intent,  if 
not  in  words.” 

The  troublesome  words  seem  to  be  “  NEAREST 
HIS  RESIDENCE,”  and  the  question  raised  and  not 
answered  is,  does  11  NEAREST”  mean  by  a  geometric 
line,  or  by  convenience  of  access. 

In  speaking  of  Dispensation  the  Committee  approves 
the  Grand  High  Priest’s  statement: 

“That  they  are  to  be  granted  only  in  case  of  necessity,  and  not  to  gratify 
personal  wishes  of  convenience.” 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  on  December 
9th,  1909,  with  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Edwin 
S.  Crandon,  in  the  East.  The  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  announced  the  death  of  the  most  excellent 
Grand  High  Priest,  Baalis  Sanford,  which  occurred 
November  17th,  1909.  Companion  Sanford  had  al¬ 
ready  completed  a  large  part  of  his  address  and  the 
report  which  was  read  by  the  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  came  with  almost  the  solemnity  of  a  message 
from  the  dead,  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 
In  speaking  of  the  dead  in  his  address  Companion 
Sanford  used  these  words: 


“Our  official  circle  has  again  been  invaded  by  the  grim  messenger,  Deaht; 
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seldom  do  we  meet  in  our  Quarterly  Convocations  when  announcement  is  not 
made  that  some  dearly  beloved  Companion  has  completed  his  earthly  record 
and  passed  on  to  the  higher  life  to  wear  the  white  robes  of  immortality. 

While  we  are  bowed  down  with  sorrow  on  account  of  the  death  of  these  loved 
ones,  the  dark  cloud  is  brightened  by  our.  well-grounded  hope  and  belief  that 
we  shall  meet  them  again  beyond  the  bar’that  narrowly  separates  the  life  that 
is  from  that  which  is  to  come.” 

Under  the  head  of  decisions  the  Grand  High  Priest 
says : 


“Nothing  of  importance  has  been  referred  to  me  for  my  decision,  so  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  all  differences  of  opinion,  if  any  such  there  have  been,  have 
been  settled  by  reference  to  the  Constitution  and  General  Regulations.” 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is 
from  the  pen  of  that  Veteran  Companion  J.  Gilman 
Waite,  Grand  Secretary, .  and  is  most  thorough  and 
comprehensive. 

Pennsylvania  is  reviewed  at  length  and  a  number  of 
the  decisions  and  recommendations  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  quoted  with  approval. 

The  returns  show  a  normal  and  healthy  growth  in 
membership.  Companion  Warren  P.  Dudley  was 
elected  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  and  Companion  J. 
Gilman  Waite  was  elected  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  M.  C. 


MARYLAND. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Maryland  held  their  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Annual 
Convocation  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Thursday, 
November  19th,  1909. 

A  Special  Convocation  was  held  November  18th, 
1909,  at  2:25  p.  m.  for  the  dedication  of  the  Capitular 
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Apartments  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple.  The  dedi¬ 
cation  was  carried  out  -with  beautiful  and  impressive 
ceremonies.  The  principal  address  was  made  by  Com¬ 
panion  James  F.  Allen,  P.  G.  H.  P.  Companion  Allen 
gave  an  exhaustive  review  of  the  history  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Maryland.  Pennsylvania  was  represented 
on  this  occasion  by  her  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom. 

Among  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  we 
note  the  following: — 

“Does  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  issue  a  receipt  for  dues  similar  to 
one  issued  by  a  Lodge  in  West  Virginia?  If  not,  could  they  have  similar 
receipts  printed?  If  that  could  be  done,  could  they  use  the  seal  of  their 
Chapter  on  their  present  form?” 

In  answer  the  Grand  High  Priest  stated  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  did  not  issue  such  receipts; 
he  further  requested  an  authoritative  deliverance  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  on  the  subject. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  reported: 

“The  practice  of  affixing  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  to  a  Companion’s  receipt 
for  payment  of  dues,  to  the  end  that  the  receipt  may  be  used  as  a  certificate 
of  good  standing  in  visiting  away  from  home,  is,  in  our  judgment,  reprehensible 
and  should  be  at  once  prohibited.” 

“The  use  of  a  Corporate  Seal  has  always  been  jealously  guarded.  It 
imports  the  absolute  verity  of  the  instrument  to  which  it  is  attached,  and  it  is 
only  used  upon  documents  of  importance,  authority  and  dignity.  Attached 
to  a  certificate  of  membership  for  traveling  purposes  it  is  usually  accompanied 
by  a  photo  or  signature  of  the  holder  as  a  means  of  identification.  Ev^en 
then  it  should  be  fortified  with  the  certificate  and  seal  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Jurisdiction  whenever  used  outside  its  limits.” 

“Attached  to  so  umimportant  a  paper  as  a  receipted  bill  for  dues,  the  seal 
of  the  Chapter  loses  its  character  and  value.  As  these  receipts  are  renewed 
from  year  to  year  or  oftener,  and  not  carefully  guarded  by  the  owner,  it 
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would  be  easy  to  use  them  improperly  by  any  one  so  inclined,  and  bogus 
applicants  for  relief  might  readily  and  effectively  profit  by  them.” 

“If  a  visiting  Companion  is  unable  to  prove  himself  worthy  by  the  usual 
means  known  to  the  Craft,  any  number  of  receipted  bills  for  dues  ought  not 
to  aid  him,  whether  impressed  with  the  genuine  seal  of  the  Chapter  or  with  a 
simulated  device  employed  by  an  impostor. 

“It  is  to  be  regretted  if  such  a  practice  obtains  in  other  jurisdictions,  but 
we  recommend  that  it  receive  the  ‘seal’  of  condemnation  in  our  own.” 

All  of  which  seems  to  us  good  Masonic  Law. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is 
from  the  pen  of  M.  E.  Companion  Edward  T.  Schultz. 
He  gives  a  very  liberal  space  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
considerable  time  to  clearing  up  the  exact  method  of 
proceeding  with  a  petition  up  to  the  ballot.  We  have 
no  doubt  from  the  explanation  given  that  Maryland 
Chapters  sufficiently  guard  their  portals  from  the 
unworthy. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  B.  King,  of  Hagerstown, 
was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  Companion  John 
H.  Miller,  of  Baltimore,  Secretary. 

J.  M.  C. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Sixty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
was  held  at  the  city  of  Lansing,  May  17th  and  18th, 

1910. 

The  proceedings  come  to  us  in  a  volume  of  three 
hundred  and  seven  pages  of  which  one  hundred  and 
fifty  are  devoted  to  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
sister  Jurisdictions  by  Companion  Charles  A.  Conover. 
Pennsylvania  is  given  liberal  notice,  and  the  admoni- 
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tion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  subordinate  Chapters 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  reference  to  late  sessions,  and  to  the 
tendency  of  Past  High  Priests  to  monopolize  minor 
offices  is  quoted  with  approval. 

The  correspondent  questions  the  wisdom  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  having  five  Convoca¬ 
tions  when  it  cannot  get  a  full  representation  at  one  of 
them. 

Among  the  decisions  we  note  that  a  Companion  who 
took  a  Grand  Lodge  dimit  at  the  time  his  subordinate 
lodge  surrendered  its  charter  in  1876,  and  who  had  not 
since  that  time  affiliated  with  any  Blue  Lodge,  but  had 
regularly  paid  dues  to  his  Chapter  since  1869,  was  not  a 
member  in  good  standing  in  his  Chapter  and  not 
entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry.  This  arose  on  an  application  to  enter  the 
Masonic  Home. 

That  a  regular  objection  entered  after  a  brother  has 
been  elected  but  before  any  degrees  have  been  con¬ 
ferred  operates  the  same  as  if  a  black  ball  had  been  cast. 
The  High  Priest  should  see  that  a  record  is  made  of  the 
objection  and  the  fee  returned. 

“Question:  Is  it  necessary  that  a  dimit  from  another  Grand  Jurisdiction 
should  have  a  certificate  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  that  Jurisdiction  attached, 
certifying  that  it  is  issued  by  a  regular  Chapter? 

“Answer:  In  view  of  the  increase  of  irregular  so-called  Masonic  bodies,  I 
hold  that  a  dimit  from  another  Jurisdiction  should  have  such  a  certificate 
attached  under  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Chapter.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  recommended  that  the  com¬ 
pensation  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  the  Grand  Lec¬ 
turer  be  increased,  which  was  done;  that  of  the  Grand 
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Secretary  from  $800  to  $1200,  and  the  Grand  Lecturer 
from  $400  to  $1000.  The  Grand  High  Priest  recom¬ 
mended  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  increasing 
the  number  of  signers  to  a  petition  for  a  new  Chapter 
from  nine  to  twenty.  This  recommendation  was 
adopted  and  the  Constitution  so  amended. 

Several  other  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were 
made,  among  them  being  one  to  change  the  time  of 
meeting  from  the  third  Tuesday  in  May  until  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  June.  It  seems  to  be  a  very  easy  matter 
to  amend  or  change  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Michigan,  and  while  no  doubt  very  con¬ 
venient  to  meet  emergencies  as  they  arise,  yet  we  doubt 
if  it  makes  for  stability  of  government. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his'  address  took  occasion 
to  say  in  regard  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter: — 

“Our  Grand  Chapter  pays  each  year  about  two  hundred  dollars  into  the 
treasury,  and  I  cannot  see  that  we  derive  any  real  benefit  from  our  connection 
with  it.” 

This  part  of  the  address  was  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  and  resulted  in  considerable  correspond¬ 
ence. 

This  Committee  addresses  a  number  of  questions  to 
the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
several  of  which  have  more  than  local  interest. 

2d.  “What  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  membership  in  Michigan  should 
this  Grand  Chapter  decide  to  withdraw  from  the  General  Grand  Chapter?” 

4th.  “What  is  the  relation  existing  between  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Texas?” 

The  Grand  Secretary  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
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replied  at  length  to  each  of  the  questions,  giving  much 
historical  data  as  to  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Michigan. 

In  answer  to  the  questions  he  says: 

‘  ‘  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  do  not  know  what  effect  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  would  have  upon  its  membership,  except  that  such  action,  in  which 
they  could  have  no  direct  participation,  and  seriously  affecting  the  relations 
of  the  Companions  to  bodies,  especially  as  to  their  obligation  to  support  and 
maintain  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  which  I 
presume  all  have  taken,  would  seemingly  tend  to  impose  on  them,  as  their 
code  of  ethics,  the  spirit  at  least  of  the  Spanish  proverb,  ‘Oaths  are  words 
and  words  are  wind,’  a  most  deplorable  result.  .  .  . 

“My  answer  to  your  fourth  question  is  that  the  relations  existing  between 
the  Grand  Chapters  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  are  of  the  most  friendly 
nature.  They  have  never  been  constituents  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
and  the  latter  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  has  never  sought  to  plant,  nor 
attempted  to  plant,  within  their  bodies  Chapters  subject  to  its  Jurisdiction. 

“The  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  is  a  lawfully  constituted  Constituent  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  yet  for  many  years  it  has  steadily  declined  to  recog¬ 
nize  that  relation  to  the  parent  body;  but  nevertheless,  because  of  the 
principle  affirmed  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  Chicago  in  1859  and 
reaffirmed  at  St.  Louis  in  1868,  ‘That  no  State  Grand  Chapter  once  under  its 
Jurisdiction,  can,  of  its  own  motion  and  without  the  sanction  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  withdraw  its  allegiance  therefrom.’  The  General  Grand 
Chapter  has  caused  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  to  be  favored  in  every  way 
precisely  as  it  favors  all  other  Grand  Chapters  of  its  Jursidiction,  and  with 
an  unfailing  hope,  that  at  sometime,  and  in  some  way,  it  would  resume  its 
lawful  and  proper  relation  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter.” 

Two  dispensations  were  issued  to  open  new  Chapters, 
and  three  new  Chapters  constituted,  one  of  the  new 
Chapters  having  155  Charter  members. 

The  volume  of  the  transactions  is  liberally  illustrated 
with  cuts  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  George  W. 
Armstrong  and  many  of  the  other  officers  as  well  as  a 
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group  picture  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
M.  E.  Arthur  E.  Stevens,  of  Detroit,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Charles  A.  Conover,  of  Coldwater, 
Grand  Secretary,  and  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

J.  M.  C. 


MISSOURI. 

The  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
was  held  at  St.  Louis  April  26th-27th,  A.  D.  1910. 
The  proceedings  appear  in  a  very  neatly  printed  volume 
containing  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pages;  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  pages  of  which  are  devoted  to 
recording  the  proceedings,  statistical  data,  etc.,  and 
one  hundred  and  four  to  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
sister  Grand  Chapters.  The  report  on  Fraternal 
Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Companion  John  H. 
Miller.  Two  pages  are  devoted  to  a  review  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  which  is  done  in  a  most  friendly  spirit. 

Two  dispensations  were  granted  to  Chapters  to  hold 
elections,  at  other  than  the  time  provided  in  the 
By-laws,  they  having  failed  to  obtain  a  quorum  at  the 
regular  time  fixed  in  the  By-laws;  two  dispensations 
to  hold  election  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  resignation, 
of  officers,  one  dispensation  to  a  Chapter  to  confer  the 
Past  and  Most  Excellent  Master’s  degrees,  in  a  hall, 
their  Chapter  Hall  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
one  dispensation  to  organize  a  new  Chapter. 

Among  the  dispensations  we  note: 

(A).  That  a  Companion  who  was  duly  elected  and 
installed  as  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  and  soon  there- 
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after  was  called  out  of  the  State  to  take  charge  of  a 
church  in  Maryland  (he  being  a  minister),  his  office  not 
being  declared  vacant,  was  entitled  to  rank  as  a  Past 
High  Priest.  (Note:  This  decision  caused  a  very 
spirited  controversy,  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence 
refusing  to  approve  it;  but  on  vote  the  Grand  Chapter 
sustained  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  decision.) 

(B).  That  a  High  Priest  was  acting  within  his 
rights  in  trying  to  enforce  the  law  which  prevents  the 
introduction  of  extraneous  matter  into  the  ceremony 
of  the  Past  Master’s  degree. 

( D ).  That  charges  should  be  preferred  against  a 
Companion  operating  a  drug  store  in  a  “dry”  town 
who  had  been  repeatedly  accused  and  tried  by  the 
local  authorities  for  selling  liquor  illegally,  but  cleared 
on  technicalities  in  every  instance  except  one,  which 
case  was  then  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  on  appeal. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  issued  a  circular  letter  for 
the  information  and  instruction  of  subordinate 
Chapters,  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  the  provision 
of  the  Constitution  requiring  Chapters  to  hold  a 
Convocation  at  least  once  each  month ;  also  to  another 
section  of  the  Constitution  providing  that  if  any 
Chapter  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  receive  and  act  upon 
a  petition  for  degrees  and  membership  for  a  period  of 
twelve  months,  or  which  neglects  or  refuses  to  hold  a 
Convocation  for  three  months  shall  thereby  forfeit  its 
charter.  In  speaking  of  this  matter  further  on  in  the 
circular  the  Grand  High  Priest  says: — 


“Chapters  will  not  be  permitted  to  hold  territory  which  they  are  making 
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no  effort  to  work  and  to  the  disadvantage  of  other  Chapters.  .  .  .  If  the 

officers  are  responsible  for  the  fact  that  no  Convocations  are  being  held,  there 
is  but  one  thing  for  them  to  do.  If  the  Companions  are  neglecting  to  make  a 
quorum,  the  Chapter  is  dead  and  the  funeral  cannot  be  held  too  quickly.” 

Schools  of  instruction  were  held  for  two  days  in  each 
of  the  cities  of  Kansas  City,  Hannibal  and  Springfield 
which  were  well  attended  and  a  commendable  zeal  ex¬ 
hibited  by  the  Companions. 

The  question  of  an  official  publication  seems  to  be 
troubling  the  Companions  of  Missouri.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  adduced  facts  and  figures  to  show  that  such 
a  publication  would  pay.  The  Special  Committee  to 
whom  it  was  referred  approved  it.  It  evidently  was 
intended  to  be  issued  for  circulation  among  Master 
Masons,  the  Grand  High  Priest  believing  that  it  pays 
to  advertise.  However,  the  Committee  on  address 
reported  that: — 

“We  deem  it  inexpedient  for  the  Grand  Chapter  to  enter  upon  any  such 
business  enterprise.” 

A  very  sane  and  safe  conclusion. 

A  very  fitting  tribute  is  paid  to  Companion  Rufus 
Easton  Anderson,  P.  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Missouri,  who  died  at  Palmyra,  July  27th,  1909. 

We  note,  that  on  the  Roll  Call,  Pennsylvania  was  not 
represented  at  the  Annual  Convocation.  From  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Returns  of  Chartered 
Chapters,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  not  a  single 
Chapter  made  a  correct  return.  Would  it  not  be  a 
good  idea  to  have  the  Grand  Lecturer  give  special 
instructions  to  the  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Chapters, 
showing  them  in  detail  how  returns  should  be  made, 


212 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1910. 


minutes  kept,  etc.  By  the  way,  such  instructions 
might  be  profitably  given  outside  of  Missouri.  We 
all  agree  on  the  importance  of  the  Secretary’s  office, 
and  when  we  get  a  good  one,  give  him  due  praise;  but 
what  effort  do  we  make  to  assist  the  new  Secretary,  or 
the  one  unfamiliar  with  keeping  records  and  making 
up  official  reports? 

Companion  Frances  H.  Trimble  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  Companion  Robert  F.  Stevenson,  Grand 
Secretary,  Companion  Rev.  John  H.  Miller  was 
appointed  Correspondent. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  Kansas 
City.  J.  M.  C. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Sixty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Mississippi  was  held 
at  Columbus,  February  17th,  with  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  Edwin  J.  Martin  presiding. 

Out  of  seventy-one  Chapters  in  the  Jurisdiction 
fifty-five  were  represented,  and  but  three  Chapters 
have  made  no  returns  and  are  not  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  says: 

“The  past  year  has  been  abundant  with  blessings  and  prosperity  and 
Capitular  Masonry  has  kept  equal  pace  with  the  times.  Our  Chapters  have 
been  abundantly  increased  in  membership  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  ritual¬ 
istic  work.  There  are  but  very  few  Chapters  in  the  State  which  are  dependent 
on  outside  help  to  confer  the  degrees;  in  fact,  nearly  all  the  Chapters  in  the 
State  can  and  do  confer  the  degrees  in  a  creditable  manner.” 

He  also  pays  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
M.  E.  Companion  Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  A.  B. 
Jones  and  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  T. 
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Chamberlain,  both  of  whom  were  called  from  labor 
during  the  year. 

Under  special  dispensation  he  says: 

“I  am  not  partial  to  granting  special  dispensations  to  hurry  candidates 
through,  often  times,  and  in  fact,  most  every  time,  not  for  the  good  or  for  the 
interest  the  candidate  has  for  the  Chapter,  but  "because  he  wants  to  hurry 
through  to  get  somewhere  else.  I  have  declined  to  grant  these  special  dis¬ 
pensations  for  the  reason  that  Capitular  Masonry  would  not  be  benefitted.” 

We  are  almost  tempted  to  express  the  wish  that  the 
granting  of  all  special  dispensations  to  ballot  and 
confer  the  Capitular  degrees  out  of  time  was  committed 
to  Companion  Martin. 

In  speaking  of  foreign  correspondence  he  says: — 

“I  desire  to  direct  attention  to  our  foreign  correspondence  report,  which 
has  been  prepared  with  considerable  labor  and  thought.  Take  a  copy  home 
with  you  and  read  it  and  learn  what  is  being  done  beyond  our  own  circles.  I 
recommend  that  ample  appropriation  be  made  to  render  this  service  efficient.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  recommends  that  at  least 
three  schools  be  held  during  the  year  at  accessible 
points,  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
and  Grand  Lecturer. 

The  Grand  Lecturer’s  report  shows  him  to  have  been 
about  the  busiest  man  in  Mississippi.  As  a  sample,  he 
spent  nineteen  days  in  March  and  twenty-four  in  April 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  practically  as  much 
during  the  remaining  months  of  the  year.  He  trav¬ 
eled  during  the  year  five  thousand  miles  by  rail,  and 
considerable  distances  by  other  conveyances.  If  the 
Companions  of  Mississippi  are  not  proficient  in  the 
work,  it  surely  is  not  the  fault  of  Companion  Sadler,  the 
Grand  Lecturer. 
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Three  dispensations  to  form  new  Chapters  were 
granted,  one  by  the  Grand  Chapter  and  two  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Committee  on  Capitular  law  has  but  little  to 
do  during  the  year  and,  such  decisions  as  were  made  by 
it  were  of  only  local  interest. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Companion  O.  L.  McKay, 
and  is  a  charming  review  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
many  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Pennsylvania  receives  at¬ 
tention,  and  liberal  quotations  made  from  M.  E.  High 
Priest  Meredith’s  address;  with  the  Grand  High 
Priest’s  decision  that  “the  Chapter  Hall,  Chapter 
Name  or  Chapter  Funds  cannot  be  used  for  any  pur¬ 
pose  that  is  not  strictly  Masonic  in  every  respect.  The 
use  of  either  must  be  confined  exclusively  to  Masons  ” 
he  takes  exception: — 

"We  are  compelled  to  take  exception  to  his  ruling  in  regard  to  Masonic 
Funds,  for  we  are  taught  that  a  Mason’s  charity  should  be  ‘as  boundless  as 
the  wants  of  his  fellow  creatures,’  and  if  his  ideas  were  to  prevail  we  would  be 
setting  up  a  standard  of  selfishness  contrary  to  every  teaching  of  Masonry  as 
we  understand  it,  and  put  at  naught  the  Divine  injunction,  ‘Bear  ye  one 
another’s  burdens.’” 

M.  E.  Companion  Wiley  H.  Clifton  of  Aberdeen, 
elected  G.  H.  P. 

Companion  Frederick  Speed,  of  Vicksburg,  Grand 
Secretary. 

Companion  Oliver  L.  McKay,  of  Meridian,  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Sixty-third  Annual  Grand  Convocation  will  be 
held  at  Gulf  Port  on  Thursday,  February  23d,  1911. 

J.  M.  C. 
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MINNESOTA— 1909. 

The  Forty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alinnesota  was  held 
in  the  city  of  St.  Paul  October  12th,  1909,  M.  E. 
Jerome  E.  Cooley,  High  Priest,  presiding. 

The  roll  call  showed  all  the  Grand  Officers  present, 
and  a  large  representation  of  subordinate  Chapters. 
The  representative  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  was  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  states  that: 

“No  officer  of  this  Grand  Chapter  has  failed  to  respond  to  the  call  of  his 
name  and  no  members  within  our  jurisdiction  have  been  called  to  receive 
wages.” 

This  is  indeed  a  wonderful  thing,  in  so  large  a  Grand 
Chapter  as  Minnesota.  The  Grand  High  Priest  makes 
a  very  thorough  report  of  his  work  during  the  year  and 
makes,  what  seems  to  the  writer,  some  most  excellent 
suggestions,  a  part  of  which  the  Grand  Chapter  refused 
to  adopt. . 

In  speaking  of  subordinate  Chapters  he  says: — 

“In  looking  over  their  reports  I  find  that  the  Chapters  which  are  what  can 
be  called  weak,  have  large  amount  of  dues  outstanding.  That  is  wrong. 
Nothing  will  so  retard  the  interest  in  any  organization  as  a  lax  manner  of 
looking  after  its  finances.  If  members  are  unable  to  keep  up  their  dues  and 
wish  to  retain  their  membership  their  dues  should  be  remitted;  on  the  other 
hand,  if  they  can  pay  their  dues  and  do  not  care  enough  about  the  order  to  do 
so,  they  should  be  dropped  from  the  roll  of  membership.” 

It  seems  that  each  subordinate  Chapter  in  Minnesota 
has  the  right  by  its  By-laws  to  fix  the  time  for  the 
election  of  officers.  The  Grand  High  Priest  reports 
that  two  Chapters  elect  in  January,  one  in  February, 
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one  in  May,  six  in  June,  two  in  August,  eighteen  in 
September,  four  in  November,  thirty-one  in  December. 
He  called  attention  to  the  confusion  arising  fromthis  and 
recommended  that  the  Grand  Chapter  designate  a  date 
for  holding  all  annual  Convocations  of  subordinate 
Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  turned  this  most  wise  recom¬ 
mendation  down.  Next  year  they  will  be  complaining 
of  the  same  trouble.  (See  review  of  Minnesota,  1910 — 
immediately  following.) 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is 
by  Companion  Irving  Todd.  Pennsylvania  is  fra¬ 
ternally  noted. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  closed  his  address  in  these 
words : — 

“We  cannot  be  too  careful  in  speaking  our  thoughts  and  I  might  add,  nor 
too  generous  with  our  smiles.  A  bright  smile,  a  hearty  handshake  will  do 
more  to  dispel  the  clouds  of  sorrow  from  the  brow  of  a  heartsick  and  half 
discouraged  Companion,  than  a  whole  flower  garden  planted  round  his  bier 
after  he  has  died  of  a  broken  heart,  from  the  neglect  of  those  whom  he  had  a 
right  to  expect  would  cheer  him  while  traveling  through  this  vale  of  tears.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  net  balance 
of  $11,344.95  in  the  treasury.  The  Grand  Secretary’s 
report  shows  a  net  gain  in  membership  of  392. 

Three  new  Chapters  were  instituted  and  one  dis¬ 
pensation  to  form  a  new  Chapter  granted  during  the 
year. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  Ridler,  of  St.  Paul,  elected 
G.  H.  P. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Fishel,  of  St.  Paul,  elected 
Grand  Secretary. 


J.  M.  C. 
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MINNESOTA— 1910. 

The  Forty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Minnesota  was  held  in  the  city  of  St. 
Paul,  October  11th,  1910.  We’ note  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Correspondence  speaki-ng  of  Pennsylvania 
say,  “Minnesota  again  omitted.”  The  present 
writer  does  not  know  why  Minnesota  has  been  hereto¬ 
fore  omitted;  we  do  know,  however,  that  the  proceed¬ 
ings  for  1909  were  not  received  in  time  for  review  in 
1909  by  Companion  Umbel.  The  proceedings  for  1910 
have  just  reached  the  present  writer  on  December  1st, 
1910;  our  Quarterly  Communication  for  December 
this  year  falls  on  December  8th,  so  we  will  review  both 
1909  and  1910. 

We  note  by  the  report  of  Committee  on  Credentials 
that  Pennsylvania  was  represented  at  the  Annual 
Convocation. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  last  year  reported  that  no 
officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  had  died  during  the  year. 
The  Grand  High  Priest  for  1910  reports  the  death  of 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  William  G.  Ten  Brook  who 
died  February  14th,  1910,  Blinn  Converse,  who  died 
March  11th,  1910,  and  Charles  Whippo  Nash,  who  died 
August  18th,  1910. 

A  dispensation  was  issued  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
Chapter  to  be  known  as  Wells  Chapter.  Tom  Morris 
Chapter  No.  79,  at  Warroad,  was  constituted  during 
the  year,  and  its  officers  regularly  installed. 

Ten  special  dispensations  were  issued  to  elect  and 
install  officers,  at  times  other  than  those  provided  in 
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their  by-laws;  also  two  dispensations  to  allow  Chapters 
to  remove  from  one  building  to  another  building  in  the 
same  city.  All  requests  for  dispensations  to  receive 
and  ballot  on  petitions  the  same  evening  were  refused. 

He  recommends  that  all  Grand  Chapters  be  re¬ 
quested  to  revoke  commissions  of  Grand  Representa¬ 
tives  who  have  for  three  successive  years  failed  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota.  That 
the  incoming  Grand  High  Priest  appoint  a  Committee 
to  revise  the  present  system  of  appointing  Grand 
Officers  Inspectors  of  the  work.  (Better  try  appoint¬ 
ments  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  as  we  do 
in  Pennsylvania).  That  a  provision  be  made  requiring 
Secretaries  to  forward  to  the  Grand  Secretary  names  of 
the  several  officers  of  their  Chapter  immediately  after 
installation.  That  an  appropriation  of  $100  be  made 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  Library.  That  all  rituals  be  called 
in  and  reissued  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand 
Secretary.  Wouldn’t  it  be  a  good  thing  to  abolish  all 
forms  of  printed  or  written  rituals?  We  get  along  very 
nicely  without  them. 

Among  the  decisions  we  note: 

“About  twenty  years  ago  a  brother  took  his  dimit  from  both  Blue  Lodge 
and  Chapter,  recently  he  petitioned  the  Blue  Lodge  for  affiliation  and  was 
rejected;  now  his  petition  for  affiliation  is  before  the  Chapter.  Can  I  allow 
his  petition  to  come  before  the  Chapter  under  these  conditions?  Ans  wer,  Yes.” 

Decided  that  the  fees  for  initiation  of  a  minister  could 
not  be  refunded  by  the  Chapter,  even  though  some  of 
the  Companions,  before  his  initiation,  had  promised 
that  it  should  be  done. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  is  full  of  valuable 
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detailed  information  in  reference  to  the  Grand  Chapter. 
It  shows  a  net  gain  during  the  year  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty-three  members. 

% 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  approved  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  allowing  a  non-affiliated 
Companion  to  apply  to  a  Chapter  for  affiliation,  after 
his  petition  for  affiliation  with  a  Blue  Lodge  had  been 
rejected, but  with  this  reservation:  “That  hereafter  no 
petition  for  membership  or  the  degrees  should  be 
received  by  a  Chapter  unless  the  petitioner  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  in  a  regular  Lodge  of  Master  Masons.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  further  reported: 

That  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  requires  a  Chapter  to  be 
opened  before  the  conferring  of  any  of  the  first  three  degrees  of  the  Chapter 
and  that  Lodges  for  the  conferring  of  such  degrees  are  required  to  be  opened 
and  closed  as  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  Chapter,  and  before  the  Chapter  is 
formally  closed.” 

This  decision  reversed  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  deci¬ 
sion  that  the  Lodges  of  Mark  Masters,  Past  Masters 
or  Most  Excellent  Masters  could  be  opened  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  the  different  degrees  without  first 
opening  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.  The 
remainder  of  the  decisions  were  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  is  by  Companion  Irving  Todd,  for  the  Committee. 

We  quote  from  the  closing  of  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Correspondence,  in  part,  what  is  said  of  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood  in  Minnesota. 


“The  order  in  Minnesota  is  purely  a  honorarium.  It  is  neither  under  the 
control  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  nor  a  prerequisite  to  installation.  A  present 
or  past  high  priest  may  be  consecrated  or  not,  at  his  own  option,  without 
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affecting  his  standing  in  the  fraternity.  Many  have  not  availed  themselves 
of  the  privilege.  There  is  no  organization,  and  no  election.  The  candidates 
leave  their  names  with  the  Grand  Secretary,  paying  a  fee  of  $1, which  is  turned 
over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  to  pay  for  the  space  annually  occupied  in  the 
printed  proceedings.  Eligibility  is  a  matter  of  record.” 

M.  E.  Companion  John  T.  Johnson,  Fergus  Falls, 
elected  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  John  Fishel,  of  St.  Paul,  elected  Grand 
Secretary;  and  Irving  Todd,  of  Hastings,  Neb., 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspond¬ 
ence.  J.  M.  C. 


MONTANA. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Montana  was  held 
at  Butte  City,  September  14th,  1909.  The  proceedings 
form  a  very  neat  volume  which  has  for  its  frontispiece 
an  excellent  portrait  of  M.  E.  Companion  Edward  C. 
Day,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  gives  a  complete 
resume  of  the  work  of  the  year. 

But  one  decision  was  made  during  the  year,  viz.; 

“That  a  Master  Mason  who  had  his  right  arm  amputated  about  five  inches 
below  the  elbow  was  inelligible  for  the  degrees  inthe  Chapter.  After  rendering 
this  decision  I  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  justice  of  extending  the  strict  physical 
rule  to  Master  Masons.” 

The  Committee  on  Decisions  of  Grand  Officers  made 
a  majority  report.  Both  reports  sustain  the  Grand 
High  Priest’s  decision,  but  the  majority  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  wished  it  referred  to  the  incoming  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence.  This  the  Grand  Chapter  refused  to  do. 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows  seventeen  sub- 
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ordinate  Chapters,  and  a  net  gain  in  the  membership 
of  fifty  during  the  year.  The  proceedings  also  contain 
complete  returns  from  subordinate  Chapters,  including 

V 

the  names  of  the  members  of  each  Chapter.  This  prac¬ 
tice  we  find  followed  in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  does  not 
show  any  representatives  of  any  Sister  Grand  Chapters 
in  attendance. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  is  by  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.  Pennsylvania  is  fra¬ 
ternally  noted.  He  says: 

“Everything  is  different  in  Pennsylvania.  They  even  call  their  meetings 
‘Communications’  instead  cf  Convocations  as  other  Grand  Chapters  refer 
to  them.,” 

“Communication” — The  meeting  of  a  Lodge  is  so 
called.  There  is  a  peculiar  significance  to  this  term. 

Mackey  s  Encyclopedia ,  Page  178. 

“On  the  revival  in  1717,  provision  was  made  for  their 
(communications)  resumption;  and  in  the  twelfth 
of  the  thirty-nine  Regulations  of  1721,  it  was  declared 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  must  have  a  quarterly  communi¬ 
cation  about  Michaelmas,  Christmas  and  Lady-Day. 
These  quarterly  communications  are  still  retained  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  in  this  country  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  but  all  other 
American  Grand  Lodges  have  adopted  the  old  system 
of  Annual  Communications.”  Ibid;  page  179. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  A.  M.  Walker 
of  Dillon. 

Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr., 
of  Helena.  J.  M.  C. 
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NEBRASKA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Nebraska  held  their  Forty-third  Annual  Convocation 
in  the  city  of  Omaha,  December  15th,  1909. 

Thirty-nine  of  the  fifty-six  Chapters  of  the  State  were 
represented. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Oscar  R.  Allen  in  his  annual 
address  reviewed  the  work  of  the  past  year;  all  matters 

referred  to  were  of  purely  local  interest.  Grand  High 
Priest  Allen  evidently  realizes  how  far  short  we  all 

come  of  our  ideals;  in  his  annual  address  he  says: 

“As  the  time  draws  near  for  surrendering  the  high  station  to  which  I  was 
elected  one  year  ago,  I  cannot  help  but  realize  how  far  from  the  goal  of  my 
ambition  to  serve  you  I  have  fallen.  The  limitations  of  time  and  the  cares 
of  personal  affairs  have  prevented  me  from  doing  as  much  as  I  had  intended. 
The  mind  plans  and  the  heart  wishes  to  perform  what  the  hand  lacks  time  to 
execute;  but  even  the  dream  of  improving  our  great  fraternity  is  worth  the 
dreaming,  and  what  many  of  us  have  longed  to  do,  others  may  accomplish.’’ 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Home  is  a 
very  excellent  one,  showing  that  the  Nebraska  Com¬ 
panions  and  Brethren  are  making  due  provision  for 
those  who,  in  life’s  struggle  have  lost.  The  report 
shows  nineteen  men,  twelve  women  and  two  boys  in 
the  home  at  the  time  of  the  report. 

We  regret  to  note  that  the  Grand  Lecturer  reports: 

“At  no  time  have  I  been  called  upon  to  make  official  visits  or  render  any 
assistance  pertaining  to  the  work  contained  in  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
ritual  or  Royal  Arch  Masonry.” 

Either  the  Companions  of  Nebraska  must  have 
reached  a  degree  of  efficiency  not  approached  by  any 
other  Grand  Jursidictions,  or  else  old  General  Apathy 
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is  doing  great,  if  not  good,  work  in  that  Jurisdiction. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  shows 
Pennsylvania  represented. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondence  is  by  Companion  Charles  J.  Phelps,  for  the 
Committee.  Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed. 
We  note  an  error  in  the  report,  viz.; 

“In  Pennsylvania,  as  we  understand,  as  in  Nebraska,  the  possession  of  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood  is  requisite  to  installation  into  the  office  of  High 
Priest.” 

In  Pennsylvania  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  is 
never  conferred  on  any  one  except  one  duly  elected  to 
the  office  of  High  Priest  by  his  Chapter.  The  confer¬ 
ring  of  the  order  of  High  Priesthood,  and  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  High  Priest,  is  one  and  the  same  ceremony. 
It  is  never  public,  and  is  only  witnessed  by  those  who 
have  already  received  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  by 
virtue  of  having  been  duly  elected  and  installed  High 
Priests  of  their  Chapter. 

M.  E.  Companion  Julius  Wilson,  of  Broken  Bow, 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Frances  E.  White,  of  Omaha,  Grand 
Secretary.  J.  M.  C. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
New  Brunswick  held  its  Twenty-second  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  August  25th,  1909,  with 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  George  Ackman  presiding. 
Seven  Chapters  were  represented.  A  number  of  Sister 
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Grand  Jurisdictions  were  represented,  but  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  does  not  appear  in  the  list. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  says: 

“Whilst  it  should  be  our  aim  and  ambition  tc^have  a  good  roll-call  of  mem¬ 
bership  in  our  Chapters,  yet  I  concur  in  the  remarks  made  by  some  of  my 
predecessors,  that  we  should  guard  well  the  portals  of  our  Chapters  and  admit 
none  but  those  who  will,  we  are  sure,  take  an  interest  in  the  Order,  and  not 
use  the  Chapter  merely  as  a  stepping-stone  to  the  other  sections  of  Masonry, 
and  who  once  having  received  the  Chapter  degrees,  are  seldom,  if  ever, 
afterwards  found  at  any  of  its  Convocations.” 

If  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  knows  how  to  accom¬ 
plish  this,  he  would  confer  a  great  blessing  on  Capitular 
Masonry  in  the  United  States  by  telling  us  the  secret. 

There  are  no  decisions  recorded,  and  merely  routine 
business  was  transacted.  There  is  no  report  of  any 
Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  Ackman  was  re-elected 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  J.  Twining  Hart  was  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary.  J.  M.  C. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  Three-Times-Three 
Chapter  No.  5,  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of 
Trenton,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.,  on  Wednesday,  May  11th, 
A.  D.  1910. 

M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  G.  Rudderow,  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  the  other  officers  present,  six  Assistant 
Lecturers,  nineteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  forty-two 
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Past  High  Priests,  fifty  Representatives  of  Subordinate 
Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form , 
prayer  being  offered  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

M.  E.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  M.  E.  George  B.  Wells, 
and  M.  E.  Charles  E.  Bair,  officers  of  the  Grand  Holy 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Grand 
officers  of  several  other  Jurisdictions  were  received  as 
distinguished  visitors  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  with 
appropriate  salutation,  and  pleasing  responses  followed. 

Grand  High  Priest  Rudderow  delivered  an  excellent 
address  in  which  he  reviewed  his  official  acts  of  the  year. 

We  quote  the  following: 

“Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey: 

“Again  we  are  assembled  in  annual  Convocation;  we  meet  to  renew 
associations  and  pass  such  legislation  as  seems  wise  for  the  interest  of  our 
sublime  fraternity.  We  grasp  the  hands  of  our  Companions  in  greeting,  we 
sympathize  with  those  in  sorrow  or  disappointment,  we  welcome  those  who 
in  process  of  time  will  be  called  to  occupy  these  exalted  stations. 

“There  are  vacant  places  in  this  Convocation,  for  it  has  seemed  wise  in 
the  providence  of  God  to  remove  from  our  number  two  most  earnest  and 
active  Companions,  M.  E.  Jacob  Kirkner  and  Frederic  G.  Wiese,  whose 
Masonic  lives  were  an  inspiration  and  an  example  to  their  Companions  and 
for  whom  a  fitting  memorial  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Necrology,  as  also  the  deserved  tribute  to  the  work  of  eminent  Craftsmen  who 
have  departed  this  life  since  our  last  Convocation.. 

“In  the  Masonic  career  of  these  distinguished  Companions,  they  have 
shown  their  deep  interest  in  every  branch  of  the  Order,  and  devoted  their 
best  efforts  to  the  service  of  the  Craft. 

“Of  kindly  disposition  and  careful  judgment  their  guidance  was  sought  in 
matters  of  difficulty  and  doubt,  to  aid  in  the  formation  of  just  and  wise 
conclusions. 

“They* never  quite  leave  us,  the  friends  who  have  passed 
Through  the  shadows  of  death  to  the  sunlight  above; 

A  thousand  sweet  mem’ries  are  holding  them  fast 

To  the  places  they  blessed  with  their  presence  and  love.” 
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“Sleep  on,  dear  friend,  such  lives  as  thine 
Have  not  been  lived  in  vain; 

But  shed  an  influence  rare,  divine, 

On  those  that  here  remain.” 

“Many  distinguished  Companions  of  other  jurisdictions  have  passed  the 
veils  to  the  tabernacle  above.” 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  the  recently 
appointed  Assistant  Grand  Lecturers  are  gratifying  in 
that  they  show  the  zeal  of  these  Companions  in  teaching 
uniform  ritual  throughout  the  whole  Jurisdiction,  and 
eliminating  all  innovations  in  the  esoteric  work. 

This  perfection  of  the  work  seems  to  have  been  the 
slogan  in  New  Jersey  during  the  year.  So  let  it  be  in 
all  Jurisdictions  and  then  Capitular  Masonry  will 
receive  the  recognition  it  richly  deserves,  from  every 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  due  to  the  exquisite  beauty  of  its 
landmarks  and  the  splendid  ritual  through  which  the 
teachings  are  exemplified.  The  Chapter  degrees  will 
not  be  considered  merely  perfunctory  and  necessary 
to  be  taken  on  the  road  to  the  Commandery — the  stated 
meetings  of  the  Chapter  will  be  red-letter  occasions  on 
the  Masonic  calendar. 

The  remarkable  progress  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Pennsylvania  during  the  past  decade  has  been  due 
largely  to  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
officers  to  teach  the  work  in  every  subordinate  chapter 
in  the  State.  This  has  been  done  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
Visitations,  when  a  score  or  more  of  the  Grand  Officers 
made  a  tour  of  the  State  and  exemplified  the  work 
several  times  during  the  year  for  a  fortnight  at  a  time; 
by  the  able  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  and  by 
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the  officers  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  going  to  the 
schools  of  Instruction  or  sending  to  Philadelphia  for 
Companions  Sundstrom,  Kinsloe,  Joslin  and  others  to 
come  to  them  and  instruct  them  in  a  local  school  of 
Instruction.  Insistence  not  only  upon  perfection  in 
the  letter  of  the  work,  but  upon  the  manner  in  which 
the  emphasis  should  be  laid  in  its  recital  and  upon 
perfect  floor  work  in  the  Chapter  Hall.  We  congratu¬ 
late  ourselves  that  we  are  ne- plus -ultra,  along  this  line. 

The  report  of  Subordinate  Chapters  shows  a  total 
membership  of  6107,  a  gross  increase  of  447  during  the 
year,  which  is  an  average  of  eleven  exaltations  in  each 
Chapter. 

The  review  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  is  an  excellent  one  and  our 
Proceedings  are  commented  on  and  reported  in  detail, 
a  very  complimentary  reference  being  made  to  the 
portion  of  the  volume  appropriated  to  Review:  “It 
has  been  especially  edifying,  much  that  is  said  by  the 
committee  embodying  sound  doctrine  and  salutary 
precept.” 

Exception  is  taken  to  the  Pennsylvania  standard  of 
physical  perfection: — 

“‘No  compromise  is  made  with  those  who  would  relax  the  stringent  rule 
laid  down  by  Pennsylvania  as  to  physical  perfection,  where  it  is  held  that 
perfection  admits  of  no  qualification,’  an  insistment  that  has  appeared  to  us 
beyond  that  which  was  ever  contemplated  by  our  Masonic  ancestors  and 
beyond  practical  application.  We  are  strong  in  our  advocacy  of  the  principle 
in  what  seems  a  reasonable  degree,  but  still  doubt  the  fulfillment  of  the 
prediction  that  ‘physical  perfection  as  established  by  this  decision  (the 
Pennsylvania  standard)  will  be  recognized  as  a  Landmark  the  world  over.” 

M.  E.  Daniel  L.  Campbell,  G.  H.  P. 

M.  E.  Leonard  L.  Grear,  G.  Sec. 


G.  P.  S. 
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NEW  MEXICO. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  Mexico  was 
held  in  the  hall  of  Rio  Grande  Chapter  No.  4,  in  the 
city  of  Albuquerque,  on  Thursday,  October  21st,  1909, 
at  ten  o’clock  A.  M. 

M.  E.  Companion  Cyrus  D.  Boucher,  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  respective 
stations  and  places:  Five  Past  G.  H.  Priests,  six  P.G  . 
D.  H.  Priests,  sixty-five  P.  H.  Priests,  eleven  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  chartered  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  with 
prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  reviews  the 
work  of  the  year  and  announces  the  formation  of  two 
new  Chapters.  In  it  Companion  Boucher  makes  some 
valuable  suggestions,  among  which  we  note: — 


“As  a  result  of  my  visits,  and  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  the  members 
of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  that  the  requirement  of  a  proficiency  lecture 
would  tend  to  increase  the  interest  of  a  candidate  in  Capitular  Masonry,  I 
would  recommend  that  hereafter,  except  for  the  most  extraordinary  reasons, 
candidates  be  required  to  pass  an  examination  on  the  first  three  degrees 
before  receiving  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  that  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  be 
required  to  pass  an  examination  on  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  if  same  be 
done  within  six  months  from  date  of  exaltation,  they  shall  be  presented  with 
a  diploma  by  the  Grand  Chapter  free  of  charge;  also,  that  the  candidate 
receive  the  Mark  Master  Degree  at  one  convocation,  the  Past  Master  and 
Most  Excellent  Master  Degree  at  a  second  convocation,  and  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  at  a  third  convocation. 

“The  Constitution  provides  that  each  Mark  Master  Mason  shall  select  a 
mark  and  have  same  recorded  in  the  Lodge  Book  of  Marks.  I  find  that  this 
requirement  is  not  being  strictly  observed  in  all  Chapters  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction.  In  the  haste  to  confer  degrees,  this  duty  is  too  often  put  off 
for  a  later  time,  and  in  some  cases  neglected  altogether. 
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“This  beautiful  and  instructive  degree  loses  much  of  its  significance  and 
value  to  the  one  who  has  not  complied  with  this  requirement,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  how  one  can  become,  in  fact,  a  Mark  Master  Mason  who  has 
not  selected  and  recorded  his  Mark. 

“I  would  recommend  that  each  Mark  Master  Mason  be  required  to  select 
his  Mark  and  have  same  recorded  before  receiving  the  Past  Master  Degree.” 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows  twelve  Chapters, 
869  members,  a  net  increase  of  73. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  by  Companion  James 
H.  Wroth  is  an  interesting  one  and  in  it  he  shows  a 
splendid  knowledge  of  Masonic  law  and  precedent,  also 
a  strong  personal  equation  on  various  capitular  subjects. 
He  has  this  to  say  in  answer  to  certain  criticisms  made 
by  a  correspondent  of  another  Jurisdiction  apropos  of 
the  province  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence  and  the  space  given  to  them  in  the  several  Grand 
Chapter  reports: — 

“I  am  willing  to  admit  that  in  Chapter  Foreign  Correspondence,  owing  to 
the  existence  of  a  General  Grand  Chapter  unifying  all  law,  that  such  reports 
are  as  a  rule  not  as  vital  to  the  fraternity  as  those  of  the  Blue  Lodge. 

“In  spite  of  this  I  find  quite  as  much  divergence  from  Masonic  Law  among 
High  Priests  who  have  a  general  and  specific  law  to  govern  them  as  among 
Grand  Masters  who  are  bound  only  by  the  law  of  their  particular  jurisdiction. 

“If  such  abuses  as  he  alludes  to  exist  among  the  Guild,  it  is  the  fault  or 
kindness  of  the  Grand  Chapter  that  allows  it. 

“While  the  youngest,  in  service,  of  the  chairmen,  I  have  never  yet  found 
anything  ‘puerile,  vulgar  and  offensive’  (to  quote  his  words).  I  have 
always  found  the  reports  based  on  a  spirit  of  Masonic  courtesy,  and  differences 
explained  by  differences  in  law. 

“As  I  understand  the  duties  of  such  officials,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
attention  to^the  different  rulings  and  laws  in  different  jurisdictions  and  to 
explain  the  reasons  therefor.  In  this  sense  and  in  this  capacity,  criticism, 
if  fairly  made,  cannot  be  resented  and  I  have  yet  after  four  years  of  service 
to  find  but  one  unkind  remark  in  all  the  jurisdictions  reviewed  and  that  report 
was  immediately  ignored. 

“As  a  rule,  I  have  found  the  Reporters  (or  Chairmen)  better  posted  in 
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Masonic  law  than  the  exalted  heads  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter, 
and  it  is  necessarily  so,  because  they  are  forced  by  their  position  to  have  at 
least  a  quasi-knowledge — not  only  of  general  Masonic  law,  but  also  a  working 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  each  jurisdiction,  if  they  intend  to  rationally  criticize 
and  write.” 

John  J.  Kelley,  G.  H.  P.,  Silver  City. 

A.  A.  Keen,  Grand  Secretary,  Albuquerque. 

G.  P.  S. 


NEW  MEXICO. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  Mexico  was  held 
in  the  hall  of  Columbia  Chapter  No.  7,  in  the  city  of 
Roswell,  on  Thursday,  October  20,  1910,  at  ten  o’clock 
A.  M. 

M.  E.  Companion  J.  J.  Kelley,  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  the  other  Grand  Chapter  officers  in  their  respective 
stations  and  places;  five  P.  G.  H.  Priests,  three  P.  G.  D. 
H.  Priests,  eighty-three  P.  H.  Priests,  thirteen  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Chartered  Chapters. 

The  Grand  H.  P.  speaks  in  his  address  of  his  visit  to 
Savannah : — 

“I  had  the  honor  of  representing  this  Grand  Chapter  at  the  Thirty-fourth 
Triennial  Convocation  of  the  M.  E.  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
which  convened  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  on  November  10,  1909.  The 
address  of  the  M.  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  document  well  worthy  of 
perusal,  showing  the  greatest  care  in  the  transaction  of  such  business  as  was 
presented  to  him  during  his  administration  of  that  high  office.  The  granting 
of  Charters  to  form  Grand  Chapters  in  Idaho  and  Wyoming  being  worthy  of 
particular  notice. 

“Your  representative,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  had  the  opportunity  of 
partaking  of  the  generous  hospitality  of  the  Sunny  South.  To  say  that  it 
was  generous  would  be  drawing  it  mildly,  for  the  Great  State  of  Georgia  and 
the  city  of  Savannah,  ably  assisted  by  the  sister  jurisdictions  of  South  Carolina 
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and  Florida  left  nothing  undone  in  the  entertaining  of  the  visiting  companions 
who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be  present  as  representatives  of  their  Grand 
Chapters.” 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows  14  Chapters, 
904  members,  a  net  gain  of  35. 

Companion  Wroth  sums  up  his  report  on  Corre¬ 
spondence  with  this  conclusion: — 

Conclusion. 

“I  have  endeavored  as  far  as  possible  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  very 
slight  differences  that  exist  in  the  application  of  the  General  Laws  in  the 
several  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

“The  two  questions  that  seem  to  interest  reviewers  in  Capitular  Masonry 
are  the  constitutional  attitude  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  towards  Grand 
Chapters  composing  it,  and  that  of  dependent  membership.  Of  course  it  is 
readily  understood  that  Chapter  Masons  are  supposed  theoretically  to  know 
nothing  of  other  bodies,  and  I  regret  very  much  to  say  that  until  within  the 
last  three  years,  I,  myself,  was  unaware  of  the  extremely  loose  tie  that  bound 
together  the  component  parts  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  Personally, 
as  long  as  there  is  the  semblance  of  a  central  authority  with  the  permission, 
if  not  the  authority  to  promulgate  laws,  it  certainly  should  have  the  power  to 
enforce  such  laws.  Within  the  last  year  an  attempt  was  made  in  a  similar 
body,  but  one  which  possesses  actual  authority,  to  introduce  the  same  system 
that  now  prevails  between  the  component  parts  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 
I  am  thankful  to  say  that  this  proposition  met  with  an  overwhelming  defeat 
and  as  the  members  of  this  body  were  likewise  not  only  Chaoter  Masons  but 
many  of  them  permanent  members,  by  well-earned  official  position,  in  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  I  fail  to  see  how  they  can  consistently  and  conscien¬ 
tiously  permit  this  condition  of  affairs  to  continue  in  Capitular  Masonry 
when  they  deny  it  in  a  similar  body. 

“Regarding  the  question  of  dependent  membership  both  English  and 
Colonial  Chapters  largely  permit  independent  membership,  leaving  that 
question  entirely  to  the  individual.  The  theory  in  the  United  States  is,  to 
my  mind,  an  unfair  proposition,  expecially  as  the  law  works  not  only  for 
Masonic  offenses  but  also  for  minor  and  trifling  infractions  of  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  Lodges  or  Chapters.  It  smacks  too  much  of  enforced 
membership  and  of  compulsory  attendance  to  be  truly  Masonic  in  character. 
There  might  occur,  and  there  do  occur,  at  times  conditions  rendering  it 
necessary  for  a  Mason  to  sever  temporarily  his  connection  with  the  Blue 
Lodge.  He  may,  or  may  not,  want  to  take  time  to  see  in  what  other  Lodge 
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he  would  place  his  demit,  but  during  that  time  he  is  absolutely  forced  out  of 
his  Chapter  by  no  reason  save  his  action  in  another  body. 

“I  desire  it  distinctly  understood  that  these  are  personal  views  and  views 
for  which  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Mexico  is  in  no  wise  responsible,  as  its 
laws  favor  and  specify  dependent  membership.” 

He  refers  to  the  following  Pennsylvania  decisions 
and  comments  upon  them  succinctly. 

“M.  E.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  address  makes  the 
following  decisions: 

“‘A  written  objection  to  a  petitioner  is  not  valid.  The  objection  must  be 
made  personally  in  open  Chapter. 

“Not  much  danger  of  underhandedness  in  this. 

‘“A  Companion  recommending  a  petitioner  for  degrees  and  membership 
must  have  Masonic  information  that  the  applicant  is  a  Master  Mason  and  has 
been  passed  to  the  chair.  A  recommendation  without  such  knowledge  is  a 
Masonic  offense.’ 

“This  certainly  makes  them  careful.” 


M.  E.  Companion  John  C.  Slack,  G.  H.  P.,  Clayton. 
M.  E.  Companion  A.  A.  Keen,  Grand  Secretary, 
Albuquerque.  G.  P.  S. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 

the  State  of  New  York,  convened  in  the  Masonic 

.  * 

Temple  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Maiden  Lane  and 
Lodge  Street,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  Commencing  on 
Tuesday,  February  1st,  Anno  Inventioliis  2440,  Anno 
Domini  1910,  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M.  < 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  C.  Hunt  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  i*i  their  respective 
stations  and  places.  % 
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Fourteen  P.  G.  H.  Priests  and  the  Representatives  of 
200  of  the  205  enrolled  constituent  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  and 
with  prayer  offered  at  the  altar  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Representatives  of  the  other  Grand  Chapters, 
including  M.  E.  Edward  A.  Kraussman,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  were  received  and  welcomed. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  welcomed  the  Companions  as 
follows: 

’’Right  Excellent  Companions: 

“Looking  down  your  ranks  and  seeing  so  many  familiar  faces,  it  is  very 
hard  for  me  to  realize  that  you  represent  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  dispersed 
throughout  the  entire  Globe.  As  Companion  Brown  has  said,  you  are  the 
links  which  connect  this  Grand  Chapter  with  the  other  Grand  Chapters  of 
the  world.  I  observe,  with  disappointment,  '■that  there  are  some  missing 
links  today,  but  am  glad  to  see  such  a  large  representation.  I  trust  that  each 
one  of  you  will,  on  returning  to  your  home,  communicate  with  the  Grand 
Chapter  you  represent  and  convey  to  it  the  cordial  and  fraternal  greetings  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  York,  together  with  our  best  wishes 
for  a  continuance  of  the  amicable  relations  which  have  existed  for  so  many 
years.  You  are  fraternally  invited  to  seats  in  the  Council.” 

The  Grand  Representatives  were  accorded  the  Grand 
Honors,  and  R.  E.  Emanuel  Loewenstein,  Representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota,-  and  the 
Dean  of  the  Class,  responded  as  follows  to  the  address 
of  welcome: 

“Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest: 

“In  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  these,  my  colleagues,  I  thank  you  for  your 
cordial  greeting  and  welcome  to  us,  and  through  us  to  the  several  Grand 
Chapters  here  represented.  Most  Excellent  Derrick  Brown  said  we  are  the 
links  that  connect  this  Grand  Chapter  with  all  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
world.  We  are  more;  we  are  a  bond  that  binds  and  unites  this  Grand  Chapter 
with  all  others,  and  we  do  not  tire  of  this.  There  are  things  which  never  tire. 
There  are  books  which  never  weary  the  reader.  There  are  scenes  w  hich  never 
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pall  on  the  observer.  There  are  lives  which  grow  sweeter  as  the  years  roll  by. 
There  are  events  which  loom  up  brighter  as  the  perspective  recedes.  There 
are  songs  that  sound  sweeter  and  better  as  they  grow  older.  And  this,  our 
annual  event,  is  one  of  these.  We  never  tire  of  our  Grand  Chapter;  never 
grow  weary  of  working  in  the  glorious  quarries  of  our  Masonry,  as  year  after 
year  we  come  here  to  greet  our  old  friends  and  welcome  the  new. 

“No  other  institution  compares  with  it.  Throughout  its  broad  expanse, 
peace,  love  and  harmony  prevail;  lessons  of  friendship,  morality  and  brotherly 
love  are  taught ;  the  noblest  and  best  thoughts  of  man  are  here  spread  before  us. 

“Surely  the  Divine  hand  of  the  All-Father  is  spread  out  over  us,  and  has 
been  since  the  day  of  Solomon.  His  Temple  was  built  under  the  Divine 
guidance  of  God.  Kings  and  Princes  were  his  fellow  workers;  the  best  that 
the  land  could  produce,  the  best  in  the  world,  was  used  in  this  holy  structure, 
and  all  the  people  contributed  toward  it.  It  was  not  exclusive,  for  the  King 
appealed  to  all  his  people  to  share  in  his  glory  as  recorded  in  Chapter  29, 
Chronicles:  “Who  then  is  willing  to  consecrate  his  services  this  day  unto  the 
Lord.”  In  imitation  of  the  Fathers,  let  us  consecrate  our  services  this  day 
unto  the  Lord;  let  us  today  work  and  strive  to  advance  the  best  interest  of  our 
noble  craft  with  lessons  of  fraternal  love  inculcated  in  the  several  degrees  in 
all  our  rituals  of  the  institution;  let  us  today  remember  the  ever  divine  prayer 
of  Solomon:  ‘My  house  shall  be  the  house  of  the  true  God  and  the  house  of 
prayer  to  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth.” 

“Let  us  go  forth  from  here  today  filled  with  the  divine  spirit  of  our  Craft 
and  with  the  sincere  thought  of  making  Masonry  our  true  guide  through  life.” 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States,  M.  E.  Nathan  Kingsley, 
was  introduced  and  welcomed  by  G.  H.  Priest  Hunt. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  read  an  address  which 
takes  up  thirty-five  pages  of  the  Report  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  and  comprehensive  account  of  the  doings  of  the 
year: — 

F  “The  record  of  the  year  that  is  past  is  a  story  of  steady  progress  in  our 
Chapters.  Harmony  exists  throughout  the  Jurisdiction,  and  that  activity 
which  is  so  essential  to  life  and  usefulness  prevails  generally.  The  Chapters 
are  reaping  the  benefits  of  the  wise  leadership  and  well-directed  labors  of  those 
who  have  preceded  us,  and,  as  a  result  of  steady  and  persevering  effort,  I 
believe  that,  as  a  rule,  a  higher  state  of  efficiency  exists  than  ever  before. 

“The  lines  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  have  fallen  in  pleasant  places,  and  while 
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at  times  his  labors  have  been  arduous,  his  only  complaint  is  that  the  days  have 
been  too  short  and  the  nights  not  long  enough  to  accomplish  all  that  he  desired 
to  do  in  the  service  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

“We  meet  today  under  most  pleasant  auspices.  Under  the  sunshine  of 
prosperity,  surrounded  by  friends  whose  faithfulness  has  been  proved,  engaged 
in  a  life  work  that  is  worthy  of  our  noblest  efforts,  our  condition  is  indeed 
happy.  Yet  the  joy  of  meeting  is  tinged  with  sadness  when  we  look  in  vain 
for  the  familiar  faces  of  loved  Companions  whose  presence  was  an  inspiration 
to  us  in  former  Annual  Convocations.  Some  of  those  who  were  with  us  last 
year  and  in  years  gone  by  have  been  summoned  into  the  presence  of  the 
Supreme  High  Priest.  Their  labors  are  finished,  and  we  shall  see  them  no 
more  in  this  earthly  tabernacle.  We  trust  that  they  have  received  the 
reward  accorded  to  the  faithful,  and  have  entered  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord, 
that  the  recollections  of  earthly  trials  and  disappointments  have  been  effaced 
in  the  glorious  realities  of  eternal  bliss.” 

vO  vp  vj/  vp  vp  vp  vp  vp  vp 

*]»  '1'  'T*  »T*  'T*  *1*  't*  'T*  *T* 

Among  his  decisions  we  note: — 

“l.  I  ruled  that  the  obligation  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  can  be  given  to 
only  one  class  of  candidates  at  one  and  the  Same  time;  that  it  is  illegal  to 
attempt  to  give  the  obligation  to  a  class  or  classes  of  candidates  in  the  ante¬ 
rooms  at  the  same  time  that  the  obligation  is  being  given  to  a  class  in  the 
Chapter. 

A  practice  has  arisen  in  some  Chapters  that  are  crowded  with  work  of  exalt¬ 
ing  several  classes  simultaneously  in  different  rooms,  in  order  to  save  time. 
In  my  judgment,  this  practice  is  not  only  illegal,  but  is  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

“4.  I  ruled  that  where  substitutes  are  used  to  complete  a  class  of  three 
candidates  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  the  substitutes  must  proceed  through 
the  entire  ceremony,  up  to  the  lecture,  so  that  the  number  three  may  be  at 
all  times  intact.  The  lecture  and  charge  may  be  given  to  more  than  three 
at  one  time.” 

His  Valedictory  strikes  the  key-note  of  Capitular 
Masonry: — 

“After  eight  years  in  the  service  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  my  official  course 
is  almost  run,  and  in  a  few  short  hours  I  shall  surrender  to  you  the  authority 
and  responsibility  which  you  entrusted  to  me  a  year  ago. 

‘ 4 1  can  say  truthfully  that  I  have  served  you  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and 
with  the  single  purpose  of  advancing  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Wherein^I  have  fallen  short  of  your  expectations  and 
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the  standard  which  I  have  set  for  myself,  the  shortcoming  is  due  to  a  want  of 
understanding  rather  than  a  lack  of  interest  and  intention. 

“With  me,  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  a  life  work,  and  while  I  shall  no  longer 
play  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  my  service  in  the 
cause  of  our  Royal  Art  will  end  only  when  I  shall  lay  down  the  working  tools 
of  life. 

“Companions,  we  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  Secrets  of  Freemasonry,  the 
secrets  which  distinguish  us  from  the  rest  of  mankind  as  a  peculiar  people. 
To  my  mind,  the  Supreme  secret  of  Freemasonry  may  be  expressed  in  a  single 
word — Service;  service  to  God  and  our  fellow  man.  The  secret  of  Service  is 
imparted  to  the  candidate  in  every  degree  of  Masonry.  It  is  the  dominant 
note  of  the  entire  institution. 

“The  lessons  of  Service  are  most  beautifully  and  impressively  taught  in 
the  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  and  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  Com¬ 
panions,  let  us  apply  those  lessons  to  our  daily  lives  and  to  our  conduct  in  the 
labor  which  awaits  us  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  the  consideration  of  the  meas¬ 
ures  which  affect  the  interests  of  the  Royal  Craft  and  the  welfare  of  our 
Companions.  Let  us  be  true  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  more  than  35,000 
Royal  Arch  Masons  dispersed  throughout  this  great  State,  who  have  sent  us 
here  as  their  representatives  to  legislate  for  the  preservation  and  advancement 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Let  us,  in  all  our  deliberations,  remember  our  obli¬ 
gations  to  them  and  to  the  Supreme  High  Priest  in  Whom  we  place  our  trust, 
and  to  Whose  glory  all  our  efforts  should  be  directed.” 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows  35,625  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  the  Jurisdiction,  a  net  gain  of  1159. 

“Of  the  chartered  Chapters  138  show  an  increased  number  of  members, 
varying  in  degree,  the  largest  gain  in  any  one  case  having  been  101 ;  48  report 
a  decreased  number  of  members,  the  greatest  loss  in  any  one  case  having  been 
49;  one  Chapter  reported  neither  gain  nor  loss,  and  in  18  the  gain  and  loss 
were  equal. 

“One  hundred  and  eighty-two  Chapters  conferred  all  the  degrees,  exalting 
from  one  up  through  a  diversified  scale  to  100;  seven  conferred  a  part  of  the 
series;  fifteen  did  no  work,  and  one  did  no  work,  but  affiliated  a  Companion. 

“Of  the  chartered  Chapters  12  have  a  membership  of  50  or  less;  75  from 
50  to  100  members;  38  from  100  to  150;  26  from  150  to  200;  15  from  200  to 
250;  13  from  250  to  300;  5  from  300  to  350;  4  from  350  to  400;  3  from  400 
to  450;  6  from  450  to  500;  1  with  nearly  550  members;  2  from  550  to  600 
and  2  from  600  to  650.” 


The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  gives  a 
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complete  report  of  the  Proceedings  of  fifty-seven  Grand 
Chapters.  Companion  Greenwood  throws  a  great 
deal  of  his  boundless  enthusiasm  into  his  work,  and  the 
ninety  pages  he  submits  teem  with  interesting  and 
instructive  Masonic  light. 

He  heartily  indorses  the  decision  of  our  G.  H.  P.  as  to 
the  use  of  Chapter  Hall,  Chapter  Funds  and  Chapter 
Name  exclusively  for  Masonic  purposes. 

In  closing  his  report  he  says: — 

We  have  gone  over  all  of  the  Proceedings  that  have  come  to  us  in  time 
for  our  Annual  Convocation,  and  present  for  your  perusal  the  result  of  our 
labors. 

“There  is  a  fascination  in  this  work  to  one  engaged  in  it  that  is  indescribable. 
To  ponder  on  the  work  of  so  many  earnest,  enthusiastic  men,  all  desirous  of 
doing  their  best  to  uplift  and  benefit  their  fellow  men,  and  to  follow  out  the 
means  by  which  they  hope  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  is  so  interesting  that 
it  holds  us  with  a  peculiar  charm. 

“While  we  cannot  express  upon  paper  all  that  we  feel  in  the  matter,  yet 
we  hope  that  we  have  been  able  to  extract  a  few  gems  from  the  many  that  we 
have  found  that  will  interest  and  help  you,  our  Companions,  in  your  work. 
This  has  been  our  aim  and  desire.” 

We  are  much  impressed  with  the  address  of  the 
Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Pierre  Cushing,  on  “Masonry 
in  its  relation  to  the  Home.”  It  is  one  of  the  most 
inspiring  we  have  ever  read  and  we  are  sorry  not  to  be 
able  to  embody  it  verbatim  ad  literatim  herewith  for  the 
perusal  of  every  Companion  in  Pennsylvania,  but  must 
be  content  to  incorporate  the  following  extracts: 

“What,  then,  is  the  relation  of  Masonry  to  the  Home?  That  relation  is 
briefly  defined  by  saying  that  the  whole  Fraternity,  by  the  laws  of  its  being 
and  the  great  purpose  of  its  existence,  is  pledged  to  protect  the  Home,  not 
simply  the  homes  of  its  members,  but  the  homes  of  society  at  large,  every 
home.  Is  not  this  protection,  this  guardianship  of  the  home,  another  of  those 
points  which  Masonry  holds  in  common  with  and  wherein  it  becomes  a  power- 
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ful  auxiliary  of  the  Church  of  God?  It  has  ever  seemed  to  me,  Companions, 
that  if  there  is  one  thing  which  Masonry  stands  for  more  than  another  in  its 
moral  teaching,  it  is  for  the  cultivation  of  those  virtues  which  tend  to  build 
up  and  preserve  and  for  the  suppression  of  those  vices  which  would  degrade 
and  destroy  the  home. 

“Does  one  ask  how  Masonry  tends  to  protect  home  life  and  its  sanctity? 
The  answer  is  obvious.  First,  by  its  obligations  and  laws;  secondly,  by  the 
influence  of  its  general  teaching;  thirdly,  by  direct  precept.  First,  by  its 
obligations,  it  sternly  forbids  the  reception  within  its  ranks  of  the  irreligious 
libertine,  that  enemy  of  the  home, and  by  its  laws  makes  the  Lodge  or  Chapter 
guilty  of  such  an  offense  liable  to  extinction,  and  the  members  thereof  who 
are  directly  responsible  therefor  to  expulsion  from  the  Order.  And  instances 
are  not  wanting  in  this  Grand  Body,  and  no  doubt  in  others,  to  show  that  these 
obligations  and  laws  are  no  dead  letter.  Next,  as  by  our  laws  an  evil  man 
cannot  enter  the  Order,  so  by  the  same  laws  the  evil  Mason  cannot  remain 
therein.  Yes,  as  the  great  Fraternity  excludes  the  Atheist,  so  does  it  exclude 
or  expel  the  libertine,  no  matter  what  his  wealth  or  social  standing  may  be; 
though  he  be  the  petted  darling  of  the  drawing  room  or  the  liberal  member 
and  supporter  of  the  Church.  The  Order  will  have  none  of  him,  because  he 
is  the  deadliest  foe  to  the  home  and  to  society;  worse  than  the  burglar; 
worse  than  the  murderer;  destroying  that  which  is  more  precious  than  gold, 
dearer  than  life. 

“The  standard  of  purity  taught  by  our  Order  is  to  be  found  not  only  in  the 
obligations  we  take  at  the  Altar,  but  in  those  precepts  of  pure  and  upright 
living  which  run  like  shining  threads  through  all  its  ceremonial  from  first  to 
last.  Need  I  remind  you  of  the  symbolism  of  the  compasses  in  the  First 
Degree,  or  of  the  square  in  the  Second? 

“Is  it  an  idle  form  of  words  which  binds  the  Master  of  every  Lodge  at  his 
installation  to  “be  a  good  man  and  true,  and  strictly  to  obey  the  moral  law”; 
to  promote  the  general  good  of  society  and  cultivate  the  social  virtues,  and,  as 
far  as  in  him  lies,  to  teach  his  brethren  to  be  honest,  upright,  and  to  keep  them¬ 
selves  unspotted  from  the  world?  Surely,  if  words  mean  anything,  then 
there  is  no  higher  standard  of  social  purity  than  that  which  Masonry  holds 
in  this  language  aloft  before  its  members,  and  indeed,  necessarily  and  logically 
so,  for  when  Masonry  opens  on  its  Altar  the  Holy  Bible  as  its  greatest  light, 
it  makes  every  pure  and  sacred  precept  therein  contained,  every  rule  which 
guards  and  defends  home  life,  its  own. 

“And  in  such  guardianship  as  in  the  realm  of  Faith,  Masonry  again  becomes 
a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  Church  of  God.  Indeed,  it  reaches  many  directly 
and  indirectly  whom  from  one  cause  or  another  the  Church  cannot  and  does 
not  reach.  We  say,  and  rightly  so,  the  Church  is  holy  by  reason  of  her  Divine 
origin  and  teaching.  For  a  like  reason  we  can  say  with  equal  truth  that 
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Masonry  is  pure;  that  it  stands  for  the  highest  and  truest  chivalry;  for  the 
honor  and  protection  of  womanhood  in  every  home,  whether  within  or  without 
the  membership  of  the  Craft. 

“That  the  homes  of  our  land  are  purer  and  better  because  of  the  existence 
and  sublime  moral  teaching  of  this  great  Order,  there  is  no  doubt.  That  they 
might  be  better  still  were  every  brother  in  this  vast  army,  now  more  than  a 
million  strong,  to  become  indeed  a  soldier  and  wage  unceasing  war  against 
the  enemies  of  the  home,  is  equally  beyond  question,  and  this,  Companions, 
simply  means  that  each  brother,  each  Companion,  should  earnestly  strive, 
aided  by  Divine  grace,  to  exemplify  in  his  own  home  and  in  his  intercourse 
with  society  in  general,  the  plain  and  obvious  teachings  of  the  Order.” 

M.  E.  Jay  B.  Kline,  Grand  High  Priest,  Syracuse. 
M.  E.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Grand  Secretary,  Buffalo. 

G.  P.  S. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
North  Carolina  convened  in  its  Sixty-second  Annual 
Convocation  in  the  Hall  of  Salisbury  Chapter  No.  20, 
in  the  city  of  Salisbury,  Tuesday,  May  10,  1910,  at 
8  o’clock  p.  m.,  and  opened  in  Ample  Form. 

M.  E.  John  B.  Griggs,  G.  H.  P.,  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  their  respective  stations  and 
places:  Seven  P.  G.  H.  Priests,  thirty-five  P.  H.  Priests, 
forty-three  Representatives  of  subordinate  Chapters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  then  read  his  address,  which 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Doings 
of  Grand  Officers: 


“To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina: 

Companions: — We  have  rounded  out  another  cycle  in  the  calendar  of  fra¬ 
ternal  existence.  The  sands  in  the  hour  glass  are  running  low  and  we  are 
reminded  that  all  things  human  as  well  as  material  have  an  end.  The 
vicissitudes  of  life  have  told  upon  us  and  our  labors  of  another  year  are  about 
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to  be  recorded.  In  the  march  of  events  we  note  a  difference  of  tone  from  that 
of^even  quite  recent  days.  We  are  taking  on  longer  strides  and  higher  flights 
in  all  that  tends  towards  progress  of  whatever  sort.  We  now  sell  by  the  ton 
and  not  by  the  hundred  weight,  by  the  bolt  and  not  by  the  yard  and  we 
measure  by  the  tank  and  not  by  the  quart.  Even  dimensions  seem  to  have 
changed  so  that  to  keep  pace  with  the  speed  of  today,  one  must  needs  be 
posted  on  specialties  or  possess  a  thousand  geniuses.  How  our  poor  abilities 
seem  chasing  shadows  as  time  and  circumstances  fitfully  and  feverishly  pass 
us  by.  We  are  building,  however,  on  that  house  not  made  with  hands,  and 
we  are  only  too  grateful  to  be  able  to  report  somewhat  of  progress. 

There  is  inspiration  in  noting  a  steady  growth  and  the  laying  of  firmer 
foundations  as  we  go  along  toward  our  common  goal.  With  this  ever  rising 
tide  of  enthusiasm  and  zeal  upon  us  I  most  heartily  greet  and  welcome  you 
to  this,  the  62d  Annual  Convocation  of  our  Royal  Craft,  and  I  congratulate 
you  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  has  kept  even  pace 
with  the  progressive  spirit  of  this  progressive  age. 

It  is  soul  stirring  to  meet  once  again  face  to  face,  old  friends  and  com¬ 
panions  and  to  form  new  friends  and  acquaintances  which  will  go  with  us 
through  life  and  these  are  the  oases  which  cheer  and  refresh  us  on 
our  journey.  It  is  also  inspiring  and  we  await  with  eagerness  to  hear  reports 
from  the  firing  line  and  to  cheer  as  the  heartening  returns  come  in.  This 
strengthening  of  Fraternal  bonds  and  renewing  of  friendships  is  as  feeling  the 
everlasting  arms  beneath  one  and  resting  on  the  Rock  of  Ages.  These  stir¬ 
rings  of  new  life  shall  burst  forth  into  new  streams  and  bolder,  which  are  des¬ 
tined  to  become  as  the  wells  of  Baca  to  the  travelers  on  their  weary  way.” 

He  noted  a  decision  he  had  been  obliged  to  make 
apropos  of  the  matter  mentioned  in  the  following  case: 

“Kinston,  N.  C.,  December  $th,  igog. 
Mr.  James  B.  Griggs,  Grand  High  Priest , 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

Dear  Sir  and  Companion:— More  than  two  years  ago  Caswell  Chapter 
No.  38,  at  Kinston,  received  two  applications  for  the  Degrees  from  two 
Brothers  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Greenville,  for  the  reason  as  claimed,  that  we 
were  more  accessible  to  them  than  Greenville.  Before  receiving  these  peti¬ 
tions,  we  applied  to  Greenville  Chapter  for  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  and  have 
a  number  of  times  repeated  the  application.  From  them  we  cannot  get 
anything  one  way  or  the  other.  I  have  been  creditably  informed  that 
Greenville  Chapter  is  dormant,  and  that  no  meetings  are  ever  held  nor  can  a 
quorum  be  obtained.  These  applicants  are,  of  course,  out  of  patience,  as 
we  have  their  money  and  can  give  them  no  answer.  At  a  regular  Convocation 
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of  our  Chapter  on  last  Friday  evening,  I  was  instructed  to  write  you  for 
advice  in  the  matter.  Will  you  at  your  earliest  convenience  tell  us  what 
action  to  take? 


Thanking  you  in  advance  for  the  same,  I  am, 


Fraternally  yours, 


W.  S.  Greer, 

Secretary  Caswell  Chapter  No.  j8. 


In  looking  up  the  law,  I  found  that  the  only  thing  I  could  do  was  to  arrest 
their  charter  as  they  had  not  held  a  meeting  for  over  twelve  months.  This  I 
was  loath  to  do  and  concluded  that  I  had  best  go  to  Greenville  and  see  the 
Companions  myself,  which  I  did,  and  the  report  from  Greenville  Chapter 
which  appears  elsewdiere  speaks  for  itself.  On  my  return  home  I  wrote  to 
Kinston  and  instructed  them  to  return  to  the  applicants  their  applications 
and  whatever  fees  they  might  have  collected,  and  inform  them  that  they 
would  have  to  apply  to  Greenville.” 

We  think  these  brothers  were  subjected  to  unneces¬ 
sary  delay  and  inconvenience  and' can  imagine  no  good 
reason  why  their  applications  were  not  allowed  to  be 
acted  on  by  the  Caswell  Chapter.  Why  should 
brothers  be  made  to  join  a  Chapter  that  holds  no  meet¬ 
ings  for  twelve  months  at  a  stretch  and  does  not  answer 
fraternal  inquiries  from  sister  Chapters?  We  hold  that 
there  must  be  something  wrong  with  the  law  that 
insists  upon  such  ideas  of  jurisdiction.  Jursidiction  in 
Pennsylvania  belongs  to  the  Grand  Chapter  alone.  A 
petitioner  for  the  degrees  and  membership  may  apply 
to  any  Chapter  he  desires  to  enter.  So  this  decision 
seems  very  absurd  to  a  Pennsylvania  Companion. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  39  Chapters, 
2,414  members,  a  net  gain  of  170. 

One  cannot  but  have  his  attention  directed  to  the 
Committee  on  Education  as  something  rather  novel. 
We  find  that  the  Grand  Chapter  is  paying  for  the 
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schooling  of  a  young  lady  in  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Greensboro  and  for  a  young  man  at  the  A.  &  M. 
College.  We  presume  that  these  are  wards  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  we  commend  the  idea  heartily. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Henry  G.  Smallbones  offered 
the  following  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  North  Carolina, 
claiming  to  be  of  the  Ancient  York  Masons  of  England,  now  in  session  in  the 
city  of  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  has  heard  with  sorrow  of  the  death  of  their 
eminent  brother,  EDWARD,  King  of  England,  Past  Grand  Master  of  England, 
who  resigned  ffis  office  to  serve  his  people  as  King,  deeming  it  unwise  to  hold 
both  offices  at  the  same  time. 

And  as  he  has  ever  had  the  affection,  love  and  respect  of  the  Craft. 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved,  That  we  feel  that  Masonry  universally  has  lost  a 
brother  whose  manliness  of  character,  whose  devotion  to  the  Order,  and  whose 
bearing  as  a  just  and  upright  man,  has  won  for  him  the  affection  and  respect 
of  the  Craft. 

We  hereby  express  our  sympathy  to  the  brethren  of  the  Craft  in  general, 
and  particularly  to  our  brethren  in  England,  for  their  great  loss. 

That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.” 


A  very  fitting  and  appropriate  tribute  indeed. 

That  veteran  with  the  pen,  Companion  Southgate, 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  charge  of  the  Foreign 
Correspondence,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty-five 
Grand  Jurisdictions  in  his  usual  unique  and  masterly 
style. 

Whatever  he  has  in  his  mind  to  say,  he  says  emphati¬ 
cally  and  plainly  and  is  therefore  not  apt  to  be  mis¬ 
understood.  In  his  review  of  Pennsylvania,  1908,  he 
commends  G.  H.  P.  Meredith  for  visiting  so  many  of 
the  Chapters.  He  seems  to  think  that  this  is  mirabile 
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dictu.  If  he  knew  M.  E.  Companion  Meredith  per¬ 
sonally  he  would  not  need  to  fear  that  this  “gadding 
around”  was  at  the  cost  of  home  duties. 

We  are  indeed  proud  of  Renaissance  Hall,  and  of  our 
whole  Masonic  Temple,  Companion  Southgate.  Come 
up  and  see  if  we  have  not  reason  to  be. 

M.  E.  J.  W.  Shuford,  Hickory,  G.  H.  P. 

R.  E.  J.  C.  Munds,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 

G.  P.  S. 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  North 
Dakota  convened  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  at  Fargo, 
North  Dakota,  Thursday,  June  23d,  A.  D.  1910, 
A. .  .1. .  .2440,  at  10  a.  m. 

The  Acting  Grand  Secretary  announced  that  a  con¬ 
stitutional  number  of  Chapters  were  represented, 
whereupon  the  M. .  .E. .  .Grand  High  Priest  opened  the 
Grand  Chapter  R. .  .A. .  .M. .  .of  the  State  of  North 
Dakota  in  Ample  Form. 

Then  came  what  must  have  been  a  very  solemn  and 
impressive  ceremony: — 


“The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  Companion  Alexander  B.  Taylor,  directed 
that  the  roll  of  grand  officers  and  Past  Grand  High  Priests  be  called,  and  when 
the  name  of  our  dear  Companion  Frank  J.  Thompson,  late  Grand  Secretary, 
was  called  there  was  no  response.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  spoke  most 
feelingly  with  reference  to  the  friendship  which  had  existed  for  so  many 
years,  and  of  his  deep  sense  of  personal  loss,  in  closing,  he  brought  out  a  large 
cluster  of  American  beauty  roses,  which  Frank  loved  so  well,  as  a  silent 
tribute  to  his  memory.  The  Grand  Chapter  was  called  up  and  gave  the 
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“Muffed  Grand  Honors”  as  another  mark  of  respect  to  the  one  whose  lips 
are  silent  yet  whose  memory  is  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  all  his  companions. 

Likewise  when  the  name  of  M.  E.  Leonard  W.  Gammons,  Grand  High 
Priest,  1892-3,  was  called  there  was  no  response.  Again  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  spoke  of  the  great  loss  which  had  been  sustained  in  the  death  of 
Companion  Gammons.” 

Again  the  “  Muffled  Grand  Honors”  were  given. 

‘At  11  A.  M.  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Alexander  Barclay 
Taylor,  delivered  his  annual  address. 

“Dear  Companions:  The  time  has  come  when  I  must  return  to  you  the 
responsibility  you  intrusted  to  my  care  one  year  ago.  Then  a  full  sense  of 
the  responsibility  of  my  charge  weighed  upon  me  in  a  somewhat  formidable 
manner,  but  so  pleasant  have  been  my  duties,  the  time  passed  rapidly,  and 
it  is  now  my  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota.  I  know  we  are  all  thankful  to  the 
All-wise  Providence  who  has  directed  our  steps,  not  only  through  the  past 
year  but  for  the  twenty-one  years  since  we  w^ere  organized.  Many  changes 
have  occurred  since  then,  most  of  those  wrho  were  our  officers  have  passed 
away,  but  our  work  has  prospered.  Then,  we  had  355  members  in  seven 
Chapters;  today  we  have  2118  in  18  Chapters.  Then,  our  annual  fees  were 
$110;  today  $2,315. 

I  wish  to  congratulate  vou  upon  the  harmonious  and  prosperous  growth  of 
the  Royal  Craft  during  the  past  year  in  our  Jurisdiction,  and  we  can  well 
exclaim,  ‘Behold  how  good  and  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity.’  May  this  be  our  continuous  heritage. 

“I  have  been  called  upon  for  but  one  decision  as  follows: 

“Question:  ‘Is  there. any  constitutional  restriction  against  Companions 
who  have  never  served  as  King  or  Scribe,  being  eligible  to  the  position  of 
High  Priest?’  This  condition  confronts  our  Chapter  at  the  present  time 
and  we  are  anxious  to  have  an  authoritative  opinion  upon  the  subject  before 
proceedng  with  the  initiatory  services. 

“To  which  I  replied  as  follows:  ‘Replying  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  legal  restriction  requiring  a  Companion  to  serve  as  a  Scribe  or 
King  before  being  eligible  to  the  office  of  High  Priest,  would  answer,  No.  It 
is  not  necessary  in  this  jurisdiction  that  a  Companion  must  have  served  as 
King  or  Scribe  before  he  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  High  Priest.  This  question 
has  been  so  decided  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  and  our  Grand 
Chapter  has  never  legislated  upon  this  proposition.” 
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The  Constitution  of  our  Grand  Chapter  has  settled 
this  matter  for  us.  It  states  that  no  Companion  can 
be  elected  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  unless  he  has  been 
elected  and  sewed  as  King  or  Scribe  of  a  Chapter  in 
this  Jurisdiction  except  in  an  extraordinary  case  in 
which  the  G.  H.  Priest  may  issue  a  dispensation  author¬ 
izing  such  election. 

He  has  this  to  say  as  to  the  lost  jewels  of  the  Grand 
Chapter: 

“At  the  last  Convocation  I  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  to  pro¬ 
cure  suitable  jewels  for  the  use  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  On  this  committee 
I  have  appointed  the  Grand  Council  and  Grand  Secretary.  These  three 
sojourners  from  Babyion  proceeded  with  the  work  and  after  several  meetings, 
they  unearthed  from  the  Temple  at  Fargo,  a  set  of  jewels  that  had  laid  among 
the  rubbish  for  lo  these  many  years,  purchased  by  this  Grand  Body  some  time 
ago,  and  present  them  here  for  your  inspection.” 

Very  cleverly  said,  Companion  Taylor. 

Great  care  was  exercised  in  finding  a  person  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  late  Secretary  Thompson. 

“After  several  conferences  with  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Halfdan  Rendeke 
and  E.  Grand  Commander  De  Witt  C.  Moore,  we  issued  the  following  joint 
circular  appointing  Walter  L.  Stockwell  as  Acting  Grand  Secretary,  to  serve 
until  the  meeting  of  this  Grand  Body: 

To  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  Grand 

Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

Greeting:  After  due  deliberation,  we,  the  undersigned,  have  today 
appointed,  and  do  hereby  appoint  Walter  L.  Stockwell,  Past  Grand  Master, 
Past  High  Priest  and  Past  Eminent  Commander,  as  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  and  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  North 
Dakota,  respectively,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  our  deceased  Brother, 
Companion  and  Sir  Knight,  Frank  J.  Thompson. 

In  making  this  appointment,  we  beg  to  state  that  it  is  done  after  having 
consulted  with  as  many  of  the  craft  as  we  have  been  able  to  reach.  We 
realize  that  the  high  standard  set  by  our  beloved  Secretary  and  Recorder, 
Frank  J.  Thompson,  ought  to  be  kept  up;  he  was  a  student  and  Masonic 
writer  of  the  highest  ability;  his  advice  and  writings  were  sought  by  other 
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Jurisdictions,  and  Free  Masonry  in  our  State  was  elevated  by  his  scholarly 
attainments. 

We  have  found  that  it  is  the  unanimous  wish  of  those  who  have  the  best 
interests  of  our  Orders  at  heart,  that  Brother  Thompson’s  successor  ought  to 
be  a  brother,  who  is  a  scholar  and  student,  one  who  has  had  library  training 
and  who  would  gradually  develop  into  a  Masonic  writer. 

We  feel  that  Brother  Stockwell  has  the  necessary  preliminary  education  and 
will  prove  a  useful  man  to  the  fraternity.  He  is  ready  to  resign  his  present 
position  if  elected  by  the  Grand  Bodies  and  devote  his  entire  time  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Orders.  Harmony  has  always  prevailed  within  our  Jurisdiction 
and  we  are  interested  in  seeing  it  continue. 

This  appointment  is  not  alone  personal  with  us,  but  made  after  having 
considered  the  best  interest  of  the  Orders  and  ascertained  the  wishes  of 
brethren  from  all  over  the  State. 

Trusting  that  the  selection  made  will  meet  with  your  approval,  we  beg  to 
remain, 

Yours  fraternally, 

Alexander  B.  Taylor, 

Dated  this  31st  day  of  March,  1910.  Grand  High  Priest .” 

Companion  Stockwell  was  elected  Grand  Secretary 
and  we  think  it  a  wise  choice,  as  his  report  for  the  year 
is  a  most  excellent  one. 

We  think  his  salutatory  worthy  of  a  place  here: — 

“  To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  Ojficers  and  Companions  of  the  Grand 

Chapter  R.  A.  M.  of  North  Dakota: 

It  is  with  some  degree  of  trepidation  that  we  undertake  to  present  to  you 
the  report  of  the  past  year  for  this  Grand  Chapter.  You  all  wish,  and  in  this 
wish  I  most  sincerely  share,  that  another  might  have  been  allowed  to  give 
again  the  record  of  the  year.  Yet  such  was  not  permitted  to  be:  in  the  midst 
of  manifold  activities  and  opportunities  for  still  greater  usefulness,  Frank 
Jared  Thompson  is  called  to  pass  within  the  veil.  ‘To  him  has  been  given  a 
white  stone  and  in  the  stone  a  new  name  written.’  Those  of  us  who  knew 
and  loved  him  may  be  sure  that  along  with  that  new  name  will  be  written, 
‘Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant/  ” 

We  say  amen  to  the  following: 

“While  your  acting  Grand  Secretary  has  not  been  as  active  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  as  in  some  of  the  other  bodies,  still  we  feel  that  years  of  work  in 
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almost  every  office  in  a  subordinate  chapter  has  afforded  some  opportunity 
to  study  the  capitular  degrees.  There  is  much  of  beauty  in  these  degrees. 
There  should  be  more  dignity  and  less  of  that  which  savors  of  the  rough  house, 
especially  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  Emphasis  should  be  placed  upon  those 
phases  of  the  work  that  “point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale.”  I  have  heard  men 
who  have  taken  these  degrees  of  late  in  some  of  the  chapters  in  our  own 
grand  jurisdiction  complain  severely  of  the  rough  treatment  received. 
Innocent  fun  is  one  thing  and  severe,  rough  treatment  of  candidates  another.” 

There  is  no  Correspondence  report. 

Walter  L.  Williamson,  M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest. 

Walter  L.  Stockwell,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Fargo. 

G.  P.  S. 


OHIO. 

East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  October  6,  igog. 

The  officers  and  representatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
assembled  at  the  Thompson  House,  and  were  escorted 
to  the  Lyric  Theatre  by  Pilgrim  Commandery  No.  55, 
Knights  Templars,  and  band. 

The  Ninety-third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Ohio  convened  in 
the  Lyric  Theatre,  in  this  city,  at  9:30  o’clock  A.  M. 

Companion  Edward  H.  Archer,  whose  portrait  is  the 
frontispiece  of  the  volume,  M.  E.  H.  Priest,  and  all  the 
elective  and  appointive  Grand  Officers  present;  four¬ 
teen  P.  G.  H.  Priests;  one  hundred  and  ninety-two 
Representatives  from  160  of  the  166  Chapters. 

After  a  fervent  invocation  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  by 
the  Grand  Chaplain,  the  M. .  .E. .  .Grand  High  Priest 
declared  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Ohio  opened  in  ample  form  in  its  Ninety- 
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third  Annual  Convocation,  and  proclamation  was  made 
by  the  Grand  Marshal. 

The  M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest  in  his  address  ^congratulated 
the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  fact  that  all  its  officers  were 
present  and  upon  the  splendid  showing  made  by  the 
subordinate  Chapters.  He  paid  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  P.  G.  H.  P.  William  M.  Cunningham  and  after 
reciting  his  Masonic  career  said: — 

M.  E.  Companion  Cunningham  was  one  of  the  best  known  Masonic  writers 
in  the  world,  and  was  recognized  as  an  authority  wherever  Masonry  exists. 
He  was  a  thorough  student  of  Masonic  literature,  and  perhaps  without  a  rival 
in  the  field  of  Masonic  history  and  ritualism.  His  writings  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Coirespondence  in  the  various  Grand  Bodies  of 
this  State  are  quoted  as  authority  and  have  done  more  than  the  work  of  any 
other  one  man  to  make  Ohio  Masonry  known  throughout  the  world.  Strong 
and  forceful  in  his  style,  he  was  considerate  of  the  views  of  others  and  never 
failed  to  give  credit  to  his  associates  in  that  line  of  work,  whether  they  agreed 
with  his  own  views  or  not.  His  death  will  prove  a  distinct  loss  to  that  band 
of  devoted  writers  who  are  laboring  to  unify  the  system  of  Masonry  in  all 
countries  where  our  institution  exists. 

He  was  also  the  compiler  and  author  of  many  Masonic  text-books.  His 
last  work  was  the  preparation  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Masonic  History  of 
Ohio,  which  he  had  barely  finished  when  called  to  rest. 

He  reviewed  in  detail  his  official  acts  of  the  year 
which  consisted  of  Consecration  of  two  new  Chapters; 
appointments;  granting  of  dispensations  to  move  into 
new  halls  or  to  elect  and  install  officers.  He  refused 
requests  from  three  Chapters  to  grant  them  dispensa¬ 
tions  to  install  officers  more  than  sixty  days  after  their 
election.  He  granted  the  rather  unusual  permission: — 

On  October  29,  1908,  acting  in  harmony  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio, 
F.  and  A.  M.,  I  granted  permission  to  the  Chicago  Junction  Masonic  Temple 
Company  to  solicit  loans  from  the  various  subordinate  Chapters  in  this 
jurisdiction. 
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Fraternal  courtesies  were  exchanged  between  this 
Grand  Chapter  and  a  number  of  others  in  re  of  con¬ 
ferring  the  degrees;  at  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  G.  H.  P. 
of  Ohio  the  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia  directed 
one  of  its  Chapters  to  confer  the  degrees  upon  a  brother 
who  had  been  elected  to  membership  in  a  Chapter  of 
the  former  Jurisdiction.  Ohio  paid  the  same  compli¬ 
ment  to  North  Carolina,  Colorado,  West  Virginia, 
New  York  and  Michigan. 

An  inspection  was  made  of  all  subordinate  Chapters 
in  February,  March  and  April  by  special  inspectors 
appointed  by  the  G.  H.  P.  The  work  was  done  very 
thoroughly  and  a  long  list  of  questions  submitted;  the 
answers  to  which  when  tabulated  gave  a  birds-eye  view 
of  the  situation  throughout  the  State. 

We  note: — 


Members  present  at  these  inspections . 7.603 

Visitors .  1,410 

Life  members  in  the  Chapters .  1,667 

Candidates  advanced .  1,349 


Four  Chapters  held  no  elections  during  the  year,  the  old  officers  having 
held  over. 

In  128  Chapters  the  report  to  the  Grand  Secretary  is  duly  recorded  in  the 
minutes. 

In  thirty-nine  Chapters  this  is  not  done. 

In  153  Chapters  the  report  of  the  auditing  committee  is  duly  recorded  in  the 
minute  book. 

But  in  fourteen  Chapters  this  is  not  done. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Chapters  conform  to  the  Ritual. 

Nine  Chapters  do  not. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-three  Chapters  conform  to  the  official  Ohio  Manitor. 

Fourteen  do  not. 

In  the  inspection  of  108  Chapters,  the  inspecting  officers  rehearsed  the 
Esoteric  work  with  the  officers. 

In  fifty-nine  Chapters  this  was  not  done. 
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At  the  inspection  of  the  various  Chapters,  in  eight  Chapters  no  degrees  were 
conferred. 

In  twenty-one  Chapters  the  Mark  Master’s  Degree  was  conferred. 

In  twelve  Chapters  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  Degree  was  conferred. 

In  126  Chapters  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred. 

The  rating  of  the  various  Chapters  is  as  follows: 

Fair 

Opening  and  closing . .  29 

Conferring  Degrees .  38 

The  total  cost  of  inspections  amounted  to  $529. 

One  of  his  recommendations  was  that  the  G.  H.  P. 
appoint  a  foreign  correspondent  and  historian  who 
should  serve  for  three  years  and  until  his  successor  was 
appointed;  that  there  be  appropriated  annually  a 
compensation  to  the  above  officer  the  sum  of  $350. 
This  recommendation  seems  to  have  been  killed  in  the 
committee  to  which  it  was  referred,  as  we  find  no 
further  notice  of  it. 

Apropos  of  the  “Traveling  Triangle”: — 

“On  September  10,  1909,  by  special  invitation,  I  accompanied  McKinley 
Chapter  No.  181  to  visit  King  Cyrus  Chapter  No.  133,  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 
This  was  the  occasion  of  the  transmission  and  presentation  by  McKinley 
Chapter  to  King  Cyrus  Chapter  of  The  Traveling  Triangle.  This  was  a  very 
important  meeting,  and  certainly  a  very  courteous  and  fraternal  one.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  from  various  Chapters  in  Canada  and  the  State  of  New  York  were 
present.  A  special  ritual  had  been  prepared  for  the  occasion  of  this  pre¬ 
sentation,  a  feature  of  which  was  a  human  triangle  made  up  of  the  members  of 
McKinley  Chapter,  in  the  center  of  which  was  a  triangle  of  three  officers 
bearing  the  golden  triangle.  The  traveling  triangle  is  a  device  intended  to 
promote  the  exchange  of  fraternal  visits  between  the  Chapters  of  different 
jurisdictions.” 

We  quote  the  peroration  and  heartily  approve  the 
sentiment  that  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  is  as  truly 
symbolic  as  the  craft  degrees. 


Good  Poor 

134  4 

121  8 
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“Whilst  the  symbolryof  the  first  three  degrees  in  Masonry  receives  so  much 
attention  and  these  degrees  are  thereby  denominated  the  symbolic  degrees, 
yet  as  the  Most  Excellent  Royal  Arch  is  in  reality  inseparably  connected  with 
the  Ancient  Craft  Degrees  and  of  which  the  Mark  and  Past  Master’s  Degrees 
may  be  called  but  a  part,  therefore  the  symbolry  of  Capitular  Masonry  is  of 
equal  importance,  and,  as  in  the  Craft  Degree,  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant 
should  be  the  crown  of  its  symbolism.  So  also  the  breastplate,  with  its  jewels 
and  their  significance,  is  the  symbol  about  which,  as  a  center,  clusters  the 
significant  symbology  of  Capitular  Masonry.  And  I  have  been  honored  by 
you  and  have  worn  this  breastplate  as  your  Grand  High  Priest.  No  honor 
can  be  greater,  no  position  in  life’s  work  pleasanter  than  such  as  you  have 
conferred  upon  me.  Let  me  hope,  then,  that  the  labor  performed  by  me  in 
the  quarries  in  your  behalf  has  produced  such  specimens  of  skill  as  will  entitle 
me  to  the  wages  of  your  never  ending  friendship  and  respect. 

“For  good  lieth  not  in  pursuing, 

Nor  of  gaining  of  great  or  of  small, 

But  just  in  the  doing,  and  doing 

As  we  would  be  done  by — that  is  all.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  28,777 
members,  a  net  gain  of  1,440. 

When  the  head  of  report  of  Correspondence  was 
reached  in  the  order  of  business, — 

“M.  E.  Companion  Orion  P.Sperra,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  reported  verbally  that  the  late  chairman,  our  lamented 
M.  E.  Companion  William  M.  Cunningham,  had  partially  reviewed  about 
one-half  of  the  proceedings  received  by  him  previous  to  his  death,  and  that 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  his  work  to  go  to  the  Masonic  world  as  he  intended, 
the  Committee  desired  the  report  of  this  year  to  contain  only  his  reviews, 
leaving  the  remaining  proceedings  for  next  year’s  report. 

On  motion,  the  above  report  was  approved,  and  annual  report,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  ordered  printed  in  our  proceedings.” 

The  preface  to  the  deceased  Companion’s  last  report 
is  as  follows: — 

“In  the  following  pages  will  be  found  a  courteous,  fraternal,  and  kindly 
review"  of  tw  enty-two  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  with 
wThich  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  enjoys  friendly  and  fraternal  relations. 
This  is  the  wTork  of  our  late  Most  Excellent  Companion  William  M.  Cunning- 
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ham,  and  is  his  last  labor  in  behalf  of  this  Grand  Body.  Companion  Cunning¬ 
ham’s  report,  while  incomplete,  is  published  substantially  as  he  left  it,  so  that 
his  work  of  this  character  might  be  a  finished  product. 

Companion  Cunningham’s  Masonic  career  showed  high  ability  and  his 
written  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Order  were  favorably  and  widely  known.  It 
has,  therefore,  been  determined  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  that  a  fitting 
testimonial  to  his  memory  and  labors  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  of  that  Grand  Body  would  best  be  shown  by  having 
his  work  published  and  closed  distinct  from  the  work  made  necessary  for  his 
successor,  which  will  follow  in  the  report  of  next  year.” 

We  are  pleased  to  insert  a  few  of  the  things  that 
caught  Companion  Cunningham’s  attention  as  he 
reviewed  his  last  set  of  reports,  every  word  in  the 
twenty-two  showing  the  facile  pen  and  Masonic  knowl¬ 
edge  of  one  who  indeed  had  given  years  of  his  best 
thought  to  the  fraternity. 

Under  California  he  records  the  Conclusion  of  the 
G.  H.  P.’s  address: — 

“In  his  Conclusion, Companion  Willett  thoughtfully  says  that  in  its  relation 
to  the  other  degrees  of  Freemasonry  “the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  is  the  most 
secret  of  all.  It  never  appears  as  a  body,  in  public  processions  or  ceremonies 
of  any  kind.  For  this  reason  little  or  nothing  is  known  about  the  Chapter 
except  by  its  own  members.  Let  me  urge  upon  you  the  thought  that  it  is  this 
very  modesty  of  presentation  and  this  secrecy  of  conduct  that  gives  to 
Capitular  Masonry  a  strength  all  its  own. 

“Sometimes  you  hear  something  said  about  higher  and  lower  degrees  in 
Masonry.  Often  the  remark  is  heard  that  all  of  Masonry  is  found  in  the 
degrees  conferred  in  the  Lodge.  Neither  of  these  concepts  can  come  from  the 
thoroughly  cultivated  Mason.  There  are  not  higher  or  lower  degrees  in 
Masonry.  They  are  all  of  equal  standing.  One  could  just  as  logically  say 
that  all  of  mathematics  is  in  the  multiplication  table  as  to  assume  that  all  of 
Masonry  is  found  in  the  Master’s  Lodge.” 

Under  Illinois  he  gives  the  history  of  the  Order  of 
High  Priesthood. 

”It  is  indeed  very  probable  that  the  Order  preceded  both  the  English  Royal 
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Arch  of  Zerubbabel  and  the  Irish  Royal  Arch  of  Josiah,  and  possibly  the 
Royal  Arch  of  Enoch  (differently  designated,  however).  In  this  connection, 
as  shown  in  his  Monitor  of  1797,  Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  evidently  familiar 
with  this  grade  as  then  worked. 

“  Melchizedek”  represented  the  conjunction  of  the  office  of  Priest  and  King 
in  one  person,  corresponding  to  that  Divine  Humanity  termed  by  the  learned 
writer  Theophilus  Parsons  as  “  Deus  Homo:  Got) — Man.”  He  was  therefore 
the  symbol  of  the  highest  form  of  Divine  and  human  existence  in  its  spirit¬ 
uality. 

That  the  Priesthood  of  Melchizedek  was  no  “vague  affair,”  in  any  sense,  is 
evident  in  the  brief  recital  of  Genesis  XIV,  18:  ‘‘And  Melchizedek,  King  of 
Salem,  brought  forth  bread  and  wine;  and  he  was  the  priest  of  the  Most  High 
God.”  Again,  Psalms  CX,  4:  “The  Lord  hath  sw'orn,  and  will  not  repent. 
Thou  art  a  Priest  forever  after  the  Order  of  Melchizedek.”  The  statements 
are  certainly  positive  and  unequivocal. 

The  Apostle  Paul  evidently  did  not  consider  Melchizedek  or  his  Priesthood 
as  either  “vague”  or  “unknown.”  As  in  Hebrew's  VI,  19,  20,  VII,  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  21,  his  office  and  attributes  are  plainly  enough  mentioned  and  extolled  to 
establish  the  fact  that  it  was  a  Priesthood  of  a  higher  order  and  with  no  con¬ 
nection  with  or  reference  to  the  functionary  of  the  Jewish  Tabernacle. 

The  making  a  Priest,  therefore,  “after  the  order”  of  Melchizedek  is  a 
higher  honor  in  its  symbolism  than  the  Priesthood  established  by  Moses.” 

Under  Kentucky  he  quotes  the  following  from  the 
address  of  the  G.  H.  P. : 

“Finally,  my  Companions,  it  has  been  publicly  stated,  made  a  matter  of 
jest,  and  flaunted  in  my  face,  that  a  resident  of  a  section  of  this  State  where 
lawdessness  has  to  some  extent  prevailed,  wTas  called  from  his  home  in  the 
dead  hour  of  the  night,  and  to  save  himself  from  the  lash  made  use  of  a 
Masonic  sign,  which  was  recognized  by  one  of  the  masked  marauders,  who 
prevented  the  shame  and  disgrace  being  put  upon  him.  For  the  honor  of 
Masonry,  I  sincerely  trust  this  is  not  true,  for  I  am  loath  to  believe  that  anv 
man  who  has  knelt  at  a  Masonic  altar  could  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  bring 
dishonor  upon  this  ancient  and  honorable  institution  by  resorting  to  the 
methods  of  the  midnight  assassin  to  right  a  wrong,  either  real  or  imaginary. 
Certainly  no  man  who  gave  attentive  ear  to,  and  into  whose  heart  sank,  that 
first  lesson:  ‘You  are  to  be  a  quiet  and  peaceful  citizen,  true  to  your  govern¬ 
ment,  just  to  your  country;  not  to  countenance  disloyalty  or  rebellion,  but 
submit  to  legal  authority,’  can  go  so  far  astray,  for  in  the  troublous  times 
which  have  come  upon  our  beloved  Commomvealth,  our  place,  my  Com- 
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panions,  is  upon  the  side  of  law,  upholding  by  our  example  the  hands  of  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  law,  thus  showing  to  the  world  at  large  that  the 
teachings  of  this  noble  Order  have  not  been  in  vain.  By  so  doing  you  honor 
yourself,  the  cause  of  Masonry,  and,  above  all,  the  name  of  that  God  whom 
we  reverence  and  serve.” 


Also  a  decision  which  agrees  with  Pennsylvania 
practise  and  law. 

“  the  Law  Committee  in  their  report  recommended  the  approval  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  decision  in  re  dependent  membership,  viz.: 

“The  Blue  Lodge  is  the  only  source  of  Masonic  existence,  and  if,  through 
fault  of  ours,  its  life-giving  current  become  obstructed,  no  matter  to  what 
degree  we  may  have  obtained,  we  fall  into  a  state  of  suspended  animation, 
and  so  remain  until  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  Masonic  mother  is  scrupulously 
performed.  Hence,  a  notice  from  a  Blue  Lodge  to  a  Chapter  that  one  of  its 
members  has  been  suspended  by  the  former  body  for  non-payment  of  dues 
at  once  withdraws  from  the  Companion  the  foundation  upon  which  he  has 
built,  and  works  a  similar  suspension  in  the  Chapter.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Chapter  should  so  enter  upon  the  record  and  notify  the  Companion.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  concurred  in  their  report. 

Under  Maryland  he  puts  his  veto  on  the  idea  of  oral 
reports  of  the  investigating  Committees: — 

“Whilst  your  Committee  concur  in  his  views  under  Delaware  that-- 

‘The  spreading  of  the  secret  ballots  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  and  important 
functions  that  can  engage  the  attention  of  a  Masonic  body.  It  is  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  whether  or  not  a  petitioner  for  admission,  not  into  a 
particular  Lodge,  but  into  the  great  fraternity  of  Freemasonry,  shall,  or  shall 
not,  'be  admitted  therein.  It  is  a  question  to  be  determined  by  the  brethren, 
then  and  there  present,  alone.  No  one,  not  even  an  absent  member  of  the 
Lodge,  has  a  right  to  know  what  may  have  been  said  for  or  against  the 
applicant,  the  result  only  of  the  ballot  may  be  made  known  to  those  who 
were  not  present,  yet  we  do  not  concur  in  the  view  that  reports  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Applicants  should  be  oral  and  not  in  writing.  There  should  be  no 
reason  to  believe  that  such  reports  are  not  observed  with  the  same  profound 
secrecy  that  is  observed  with  all  other  esoteric  matters.  In  an  experience  of 
more  than  a  half  century,  but  very  few  instances  can  be  recalled  of  any  such 
\iolations  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 
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As  we  finish  the  above  report  we  are  in  receipt  of  the 
“  Transactions  of  the  Ninety-fourth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion”  at  Toledo,  October  5,  1910.  W  e  are  sorry  not  to 
be  able  to  give  the  proper  attention  and  space  to  this — 
it  comes  too  late  to  do  it  full  justice. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  M.  E.  H.  P.  William  T.  S. 
O’Hara  appears  on  the  frontispiece,  and  we  were  not 
deceived  by  our  impressions  of  the  physiognomy  of 
our  Companion  when  we  read  his  report.  He  says 
what  he  thinks  and  says  it  in  plain  English.  We  are 
not  informed  if  he  has  a  little  of  the  brogue  of  Erin  as 
his  name  might  indicate. 

In  his  address  he  speaks  with  pride  of  the  very 
healthy  and  progressive  condition  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  Ohio  and  in  the  fifty-six  Grand  Jursidic- 
tions  of  the  world ;  and  notes  a  net  gain  for  the  year  of 
1,471. 

He  enforced  the  sixty  days  rule  as  to  installations, 
refusing  dispensations  for  it  and  setting  aside  one 
installation  which  he  ruled  illegal  on  that  account, 
which  made  the  old  officers  hold  over  for  the  year. 

Our  Pennsylvania  law  is  perhaps  known  to  the  Ohio 
Companions  that  the  election  occurs  at  the  stated 
meeting  preceding  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Day  and 
installation  must  be  before  that  day  to  give  the  High 
Priest  membership  in  the  Grand  Chapter. 

There  seem  to  be  lots. of  red  tape  in  the  matter  of 
fraternal  courtesies  in  Ohio.  We  think  our  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  freedom  to  apply  to  any  chapter  he  may  choose 
is  much  fairer  to  a  brother  Master  Mason,  who  has 
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become  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  transferred  his 
membership  to  a  Blue  Lodge  here  and  11  passed  the 
chair.”  Also  as  to  local  jurisdiction  it  seems  hard  to 
have  to  decide  it  as  they  do  in  Ohio,  viz.;  “I  ordered 
said  Chapters  to  join  in  actual  survey  of  distances 
•following  the  rule  of  air-line  measurement  for  the 
determination  of  jurisdiction  over  said  candidates.” 

The  M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  introduced  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  which  came  up  at  the  proper  order  and  was 
unanimously  carried: — 


“Our  law  at  present  permits  a  Master  Mason  to  petition  for  the  Capitular 
Degrees  without  reference  to  the  length  of  time  he  has  resided  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter.  Believing  there  is  good  reason  for  modifying 
this  rule,  1  submit  the  following  and  recommend  its  adoption  at  the  proper 
time : 

Section  21.  “An  applicant  for  the  Chapter  Degrees  must  be  a  member 
in  good  standing  in  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  and  must  have  resided  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter  which  he  petitions,  for  a  period  of  six  months 
prior  to  the  date  of  such  application;  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  Lodge 
of  which  he  is  a  member  should  be  located  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Chapter  to  which  he  makes  application.” 

We  agree  with  these  sentiments  of  Companion 
O’Hara: — 

-r 

“It,  therefore,  follows  that  all  those  charged  with  a  duty  ot  imparting  and 
inculcating  a  knowledge  of  our  lessons  and  teachings  should  possess  a  full 
realization  of  the  important  relation  wffiich  our  Rite  bears  to  the  Masonic 
system  as  a  whole  and  to  the  several  divisions  thereof.  That  such  relation  is 
one  of  equality,  not  inferiority,  of  co-ordination  with  and  not  subordination 
to  any  other  part  of  the  institution,  has  never  been  questioned  by  those  best, 
informed  on  the  subject,  and  because  of  this  it  wrould  seem  that  while  we  are 
proud  to  be  descended  from  and  affiliated  with  symbolic  Masonry  and  also 
rejoice  that  we  have,  in  times  past,  fostered  and  encouraged  both  the  cryptic 
and  chivalric  rites  and  are  now  pleased  to  acknowledge  them  as  sovereign 
components  of  our  York  Rite,  we  should  ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  Capitular 
Rite  is,  by  reason  of  its  merit  alone,  worthy  of  the  greatest  attention  and  con- 
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sideration  from  every  true  Mason,  and  that  no  Master  Mason  can  be  fully 
informed  until  he  has  been  invested  with  a  knowledge  of  its  secrets  and 
ceremonies.” 

Companion  O.  P.  Sperra,  the  new  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondent,  courteously  reviews  Pennsylvania  for  1908 
and  1909,  giving  us  three  pages  of  the  120  of  his  excel¬ 
lent  review.  He  says  very  truly,  as  the  writer  of  this 
can  testify,  as  he,  too,  is  a  tyro: — 

“The  interesting  work  of  looking  over  the  Capitular  field  and  gathering  such 
information  as  may  be  of  interest  and  making  note  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Craft,  while  new,  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  writer. 

Eightv-three  volumes  of  proceedings  have  been  studied,  and  an  endeavor 
made  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Companions  of  Ohio  such  matter  as 
would  inform  them  of  outside  conditions  and  serve  to  interest  and  instruct. 

The  work  of  reviewing  Capitular  proceedings  is  in  a  field  by  itself,  and  a 
successful  reviewer  will  have  to  grow  with  the  work. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  so  able  a  Masonic  writer  as  was  our  late  M.  E. 
Companion  William  M.  Cunningham,  no  effort  at  interjecting  any  peculiar 
ideas  of  the  writer  has  been  attempted.  Much,  therefore,  has  been  left 
unsaid,  which  might  perhaps  have  been  of  some  value,  and  might  be  better 
spoken  by  one  with  the  light  of  experience  in  his  favor.’’ 

M.  E.  Companion  Frank  Crumit,  G.  H.  P.,  Jackson. 

R.  E.  Companion  Edwin  Hagenbuch,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  Urbana. 

G.  P.  S. 


OKLAHOMA. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Twenty-first  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma  are  contained  in  a 
neat  8vo  brochure  of  175  pages.  A  portrait  of  I.  H.  G. 
Hulme,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  is  the  first  thing  that 
catches  the  reviewer’s  eye.  This  is  followed  by  his 
biography  written  by  one  of  the  companions  of  his 
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Chapter.  The  closing  paragraph  is  worthy  of  quota¬ 
tion,  as  we  are  confident  that  Masonry  is  a  wonderful 
system  of  education  to  every  good  craftsman: — 

“Although  denied  the  advantage  of  a  college  education  in  youth,  Masonry 
has  been  to  him  a  liberal  education.  Wherever  he  is  known  he  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  best  posted  Masons  in  the  State.  With  a  short  time  for  medita¬ 
tion  he  can  confer  any  degree  in  any  of  the  orders.  The  ordinary  man  would 
find  little  time  for  other  things  if  he  lived  so  strenuous  a  Masonic  life,  but  not 
so  Brother  Hulme.  He  is  one  of  the  best  business  men  in  Western  Oklahoma; 
was  for  several  years  President  of  the  German  National  Bank  of  this  city  and 
in  addition  found  time  to  build  up  a  large  milling  industry.  For  two  years 
he  served  as  Mayor  of  the  city.  No  man  stands  higher  in  the  community  as 
a  Christian  gentleman  and  patriotic  citizen. 

Above  all  things  else  he  loves  Masonry  and  his  constant  care  is  for  the  good 
of  the  order.” 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma  convened  for  its 
twenty-first  annual  Convocation  in  the  Masonic  Hall 

at  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma,  at  ten  o’clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday 
morning,  April  19,  1910. 

M.  E.  I.  H.  G.  Hulme,  Grand  High  Priest,  having 
ascertained  from  the  Grand  Secretary  that  there  were 
representatives  from  a  constitutional  number  of  sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters,  opened  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Oklahoma  in  Ample  Form. 

All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present  except  the  Grand 
Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Principal  Sojourner,  ten 
P.  G.  H.  Priests,  forty-four  P.  H.  Priests,  fifty-five 
Representatives. 

The  G.  H.  P.  reported  that  he  had  constituted  two 
Chapters,  and  had  granted  dispensations  to  five  new 
Chapters,  which  shows  that  the  brethren  there  are  not 
asleep.  He  granted  “ordinary”  dispensations  among 
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which  we  note  four  contain  the  words  “to  receive 
petitions,  ballot,  and  confer  degrees  without  regard  to 
statutory  time.”  In  most  of  these  the  number  was 
not  mentioned,  but  one  definitely  says,  “twelve  peti¬ 
tions” — pardon  our  criticism,  but  we  believe  these  are 
very  extraordinary  dispensations  and  while  we  know 
the  M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  has  this  power  we  are  afraid  it  may 
be  used  too  freely. 

He  was  entertained  at  a  banquet  by  his  home 
Chapter  and  the  Sisters  of  the  Eastern  Star  and 

“Never  was  a  Prince  of  the  Royal  Household  more  highly  honored  or 
more  royally  received  than  I  was  on  that  occasion,  for  which  I  shall 
always  retain  a  happy  memory.  1  thank  them  in  behalf  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Oklahoma.” 

We  think  he  has  struck  a  bull’s-eye  in  the  following- 
recommendation,  but  the  Committee  on  Jursiprudence 
“did  not  believe  it  would  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  at  this  time  to  enforce  an  edict  of 
this  kind.” 

“My  observations  have  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
as  a  rule,  do  not  take  the  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Chapters  that  they  should 
do.  A  great  many  petition  the  Chapter  with  a  view  to  entering  the  Com- 
mandery  and  receive  the  degrees  as  fast  as  they  can  be  conferred,  never 
pausing  long  enough  to  consider  or  appreciate  the  beauties  of  the  ceremonies 
or  the  moral  teachings  contained  in  the  several  degrees.  Consequently  they 
take  very  little  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Chapter,  do  not  attend  its  Convo¬ 
cations,  and  leave  all  of  its  work  to  a  few  of  the  faithful.  To  my  mind,  there 
is  no  good  reason  why  the  members  of  the  Chapter  should  not  take  the  same 
interest  as  they  do  in  other  Masonic  bodies.  I  can  only  ascribe  this  condition 
to  a  lack  of  knowledge  concerning  the  work  of  the  Chapter.  My  personal 
experience  is,  that  a  brother  never  realizes  the  beauties  and  great  moral  truths 
contained  in  our  ritualistic  work  until  he  has  made  a  study  of  the  same.  I, 
therefore,  recommend  that  our  By-laws  be  amended  so  as  to  require  all 
candidates  after  receiving  a  degree  to  learn  the  lecture  of  the  degree  and 
pass  an  examination  in  open  Chapter  before  they  can  be  advanced  to  the  next 
degree.” 
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The  Grand  Secretary  gives  this  summary:  Advanced, 
411,  passed  398,  greeted  380,  exalted  374,  affiliated  82. 
Members,  3,472. 

The  Committee  on  Codifying  Laws  and  Decisions 
made  a  report  of  their  work  which  is  spread  in  full  on 
twenty-five  pages  of  the  proceedings.  It  was  adopted 
and  1,500  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  in  book  form 
for  distribution.  We  are  pleased  to  note  a  few  of  these 
of  interest  to  our  Pennsylvania  Companions. 


“Membership  of  the  Chapter  shall  be  dependent  upon  good  standing  as  a 
Master  Mason — Page  10,  Proceedings  1903. 

Membership  in  a  Chapter  should  be  dependent  upon  and  co-existent  with 
membership  in  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons. — Page  14,  Proceedings  1905. 

Good  Standing  in  the  Chapter  is  dependent  on  a  Mason’s  standing  in  the 
Blue  Lodge. — Page  20,  Proceedings  1907.” 

This  is  the  same  in  Pennsylvania. 

“Question:  Can  you  elect  a  Companion,  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  who  has 
not  served  as  King  or  Scribe? 

Answer:  Yes.  There  is  nothing  in  the  general  Capitular  law  that  pro¬ 
hibits  any  Companion  from  being  elected  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter,  and  our 
Grand  Chapter  has  not  placed  any  limitations  on  or  any  qualification  for 
High  Priest  of  a  Chapter. — Page  14,  Proceedings  1897.” 


The  Constitution  of  the  Pennsylvania  Grand  Chapter 
says  he  must  have  served  as  King  or  Scribe  first,  unless 
by  special  dispensation. 

We  fear  many  Companions  need  this  very  Masonic 
light  as  to  the  meaning  of  vouching: — 

“1  have  sat  with  a  brother  in  the  Blue  Lodge  and  in  the  Shrine  and  know 
that  he  is  a  S.  R.  Mason.  In  the  event  he  visits  the  Chapter  is  it  necessary 
that  he  be  examined? 
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Answer:  It  is  my  opinion  in  all  cases  where  a  Companion  cannot  be 
vouched  for  by  a  Companion  who  has  sat  in  the  Chapter  with  him,  an  exami¬ 
nation  is  necessary  and  there  should  be  no  exception  to  the  rule. — Page  11 
Proceedings  1903/’ 


Companion  R.  Y.  Morrison  makes  his  debut  with 
this  neat  introduction: — 


“ To  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Oklahoma: 

Companions:  Upon  entering  the  field  as  your  foreign  correspondent  for 
the  first  time,  or  as  Companion  DeLap  of  Mississippi  puts  it,  to  commit  my 
‘first  offense,”  I  am  weighted  down  with  two  conspicuous  thoughts.  One  is 
the  magnitude  of  the  task  I  have  undertaken,  and  the  other  is  awe  with 
which  I  am  inspired  when  I  think  of  what  I  will  have  to  measure  up  to  in 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  so  great  and  good  a  man  as  our  Grand  Secretary 
J.  S.  Murrow,  "who,  for  fourteen  consecutive  years,  has  filled  this  position  and 
in  assuming  the  pen  so  long  and  worthily  wielded  by  him,  I  bespeak  for 
myself  your  charitable  consideration  of  my  shortcomings  and  to  my  brethren 
of  the  guild,  to  whom  I  make  my  first  bow,  I  give  you  greeting  and  may  our 
associations  be  pleasant  and  our  paths,  the  paths  of  peace.  For  the  present, 
at  any  rate,  I  will  not  knock  the  chip  off  Companion  DeLap’s  shoulder  nor 
get  “sassy”  with  Companion  Stevenson,  but  meekly  take  my  seat  and  await 
developments  and  maybe  after  we  are  better  acquainted — well,  we  won’t 
make’anv  rash  promises.  So,  my  Companions  of  the  Guild,  here’s  to  you.” 


He  certainly  has  a  very  interesting  review  of  the 
field  and  we  hope  he  will  continue  to  “offend”  in  this 
same  way. 

Pennsylvania  comes  last  but  not  least  in  the  report 
and  our  proceedings  of  1908  are  summarized  on  two 
pages. 

M.  E.  Benjamin  B.  Pollock,  G.  H.  P.,  Oklahoma  City. 

R.  E.  Joseph  S.  Morrow,  Grand  Secretary,  Atoka. 

G.  P.  S. 
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OREGON. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon 
appear  in  a  fine  typographical  8vo  brochure  of  236 
pages,  one-half  being  devoted  to  Correspondence. 

The  pleasant  smile  of  G.  H.  P.  Edward  E.  Kiddle 
greets  one  upon  opening  the  volume. 

A  Special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was 
held  April  11,  1910,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  an 
official  visit  from  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  M.  E.  Nathan  Kingsley,  and  also  a  fraternal 
and  official  visit  of  the  Grand  Officers  and  Companions 
of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Washington. 
They  were  accordingly  received  and  welcomed,  a  “flow 
of  eloquence”  was  the  order  for  some  time  when  the 
Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Ample  Form  and  the 
Companions  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall. 

The  Fiftieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Oregon 
was  opened  in  Masonic  Temple,  city  of  Portland,  on 
Monday,  June  13,  1910. 

M.  E.  Edward  E.  Kiddle,  G.  H.  P.,  and  all  the  Grand 
Chapter  officers  in  their  respective  stations  and  places. 
Twelve  P.  G.  H.  Priests,  eight  P.  G.  Lecturers,  fifty 
Representatives  of  Chartered  Chapters. 

The  G.  H.  P.  called  attention  in  his  address  to  the 
many  changes  that  had  taken  place  in  the  half-century 
of  existence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon  and  said 
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he  did  not  dare  guess  what  might  take  place  in  the  next 
fifty  years. 

“Our  returns  show  substantial  gain  for  the  year,  we  now  having  2991 
members,  a  gain  of  217  for  the  year,  and  I  am  still  more  pleased  to  note  that 
no  discord  or  friction  has  arisen  during  the  past  year  to  mar  the  peace  and 
harmony  that  is  so  forcibly  and  deeply  portrayed  in  all  the  teachings  of  our 
Order. 

All  seem  to  be  working  for  the  universal  good  of  the  Order,  and  are  bent 
on  searching  for  the  Divine  Truths,  as  exemplified  by  the  sublime  teachings 
of  our  Order.” 


He  issued  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  two  new 
Chapters,  refused  the  request  of  a  Chapter  for  a 
blanket  dispensation  to  confer  degrees  at  their  pleasure; 
he  made  several  decisions,  one  of  which  is  peculiar  in 
our  opinion,  but  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence 
found  it  in  accordance  with  Masonic  law: — 


“Question  No.  2. — (a)  A  brother  is  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in 
Chapter  No.  2.  Before  any  degrees  are  conferred,  a  member  of  Chapter  No.  8 
objects  to  his  advancement.  Is  this  objection  valid? 

Answer  No.  2 — (a)  Yes. 

Question  No.  2.—  (b)  If  so,  and  he  voluntarily  states  his  reasons,  and  the 
High  Pnest  satisfies  himself  that  the  objection  is  not  sufficient,  can  he  proceed 
to  confer  the  degrees? 

Answer  No.  2. — ( b )  No.  The  degrees  cannot  be  conferred  until  the 
objector  removes  his  objection,  or  the  objection  expires  by  limitation.  The 
fact  of  a  Companion  voluntarily  stating  his  reason  (which  reason  the  High 
Priest  deems  insufficient),  I  do  not  believe  should  work  as  a  bar  to  the  Com¬ 
panion’s  undeniable  right  of  objection.” 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  Companion  W.  R. 
Bilyeu,  on  “  Principles  and  Antiquity  of  Freemasonry” 
is  a  most  able  and  interesting  one  and  is  printed  in  full 
in  ten  pages  of  the  proceedings.*  We  have  read  it  with 
much  pleasure  and  profit,  but  can  only  recommend  it 
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to  the  perusal  of  our  Pennsylvania  Companions  who 
will  send  to  Oregon  for  it,  as  to  use  the  shears  on  it 
would  be  sacrilege. 

The  following  Standing  Orders  and  Resolutions  are 
worthy  of  note: — 


“ Resolved ,  That  the  chairmanof  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
be,  and  is  hereby,  allowed  annually  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  his  services.  (Passed  fifteenth  annual  session;  amended  twenty-fifth 
annual  session.) 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Chapter  that  every  Brother  who 
comes  within  the  vails  should  come  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  and  it  is 
recommended  that  Chapters  should  discourage  petition  from  brethren  imme¬ 
diately  after  their  taking  Master  Mason  degrees,  and  that  solicitation  of 
candidates  is  strongly  condemned.  (Passed  1896.) 

Resolved ,  That  whenever  so  requested  to  do,  the  Grand  Secretary  be 
authorized  to  furnish  private  collectors,  publishing  and  regalia  establishments, 
copies  of  the  Grand  Chapter  proceedings,  upon  payment  by  them  of  an 
amount  sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  publication  of  the  copy  or  copies  fur¬ 
nished,  together  with  the  cost  of  postage,  the  money  received  for  the  same  to 
be  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  accounted  for  to  the  Grand  Chapter. 
(Passed  1893.)” 


Companion  J.  M.  Hodson  reviews  for  the  eighteenth 
time  the  Correspondence  half  of  the  Proceedings  and 
does  it  in  accordance  with  the  most  approved  Belles- 
lettres,  introducing  each  Jurisdiction  with  a  couplet  of 
poetry  or  a  bon  mot  of  prose.  His  style  and  diction^are 
very  refreshing.  We  are  not  going  to  criticize  your 
poetry,  Companion  Hodson,  but  we  will  submit  the 
following  to  the  judgment  of  our  readers: — 

“Come  to  Chapter  meeting  nights, 

See  displayed  the  sacred  lights; 

If  you  follow  what  they  teach 
You  will  higher  levels  reach.” 
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“The  chain  which  binds  ns  heart,  to  heart, 
Is  welded  by  the  Master’s  art; 

And  while  our  mettle  stands  the  test, 
Will  stronger  grow  in  every  breast. 


Who  lives  its  teachings,  avoiding  strife, 

Gains  the  vast  delights  of  a  Mason’s  life; 

He  has  conscious  judgment  to  point  the  way, 
And  lives  to  enjoy  it  every  day. 

Who  seeks  to  pass  the  Masonic  portal 
Must  strive  to  find  and  wander  through 
The  halls  of  wisdom,  source  immortal, 

Of  all  the  joys  the  sages  knew.” 


Under  Alabama  he  seconds  Companion  Titcomb’s 
fling  at  Pennsylvania.  Shoot  ahead,  Companions, 
we  are  pachyderms  as  far  as  such  criticisms  are  con¬ 
cerned: — 


"And  Titcomb  is  right  in  that  also  on  the  use  of  Chapter  funds.  Under 
Pennsylvania,  he  quotes  their  rule  and  replies: 

No.  6  rules  that  "The  Chapter  Hall,  Chapter  Name  or  Chapter  Funds , 
cannot  be  used  for  any  purpose  that  is  not  strictly  Masonic  in  every  respect. 
The  use  of  either  must  be  confined  exclusively  to  Masons.”  (Italics  are  ours.) 

In  the  writer’s  opinion  Grand  Chapter  had  no  right  to  dictate  to  the 
Chapter  how  it  shall  use  its  surplus  money.  Centralization  of  power  needs 
to  be  held  in  check. 

Though  we  do  not  think  he  need  to  lose  any  sleep  over  the  *  ‘  Centralization 
of  Power”  in  any  Grand  Chapter  which  contributes  to  the  support  of  our 
General  Grand  Chapter,  of  which  he  is  an  admirer,  which  by  its  own  act  can 
do  nothing  but  advise  and  nobody  gives  attention  to  advice  which  is  always 
the  cheapest  article  on  the  market.” 


We  are  given  a  very  courteous  review  by  Companion 
Hodson;  we  cannot  understand  why  our  Proceedings 
do  not  reach  him  at  all  or  so  late,  when  they  do. 
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“An  infinite  purpose  our  natures  designed, 

Our  efforts  to  gauge  it  may  ever  prove  vain; 

But  man  loves  a  light  which  develops  the  mind, 

And  ever  is  ready  to  go  trying  again.” 

“Once  in  several  whiles  we  get  a  book  from  Pennsylvania,  and  when  we  do, 
it  is  always  nice,  showing  quite  a  lot  of  skilled  workmanship.  This  is  the  first 
we  have  had  in  the  last  three  years,  neither  1906  nor  1907  reached  us,  and  this 
is  about  a  year  old. 

The  book  is  introduced  by  an  extra  elegant  picture  of  the  Chapter  hall  in 
the  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  printed  in  emblematic  colors.  The  first 
quarterly  was  held  March  Sth,  with  15  of  the  18  Grand  Officers  present,  7 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  59  Chapters,  44  visitors,  and  a  nice  list  of  Grand 
Representatives;  Companion  F.  B.  Spencer  bearing  the  Oregon  commission.” 


He  says  of  our  fourth  quarterly  communication 

“Twenty  Grand  Officers,  four  of  them  chaplains,  which  we  consider  a 
fad,  and  rather  silly,  but  it’s  none  of  our  business  and  we  know  it  as  well 
as  they  do.” 

Well,  maybe  we  need  them  more  than  you  do  out  in 
the  sky-pilot  country,  but  we  are  proud  to  have  so 
large  a  number  of  clergymen,  members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  active  in  their  attendance. 

He  makes  the  following  comment  in  re  of  M.  E.  G. 
H.  P.  Meredith’s  decisions: — 

“We  are  glad  they  are  waking  up  to  the  magnitude  of  the  injustice  of  punish¬ 
ing  the  irregularly  made  brother,  and  let  the  Lodges  or  Chapters  go  free.  It 
is  the  most  un-Masonic  usage  in  the  world,  and  to  think  that  it  is  our  own 
highly  respected,  honored  Keystone  State,  the  second  largest  Masonic  juris¬ 
diction  in  the  world.” 


Now,  Companion,  don’t,  don’t.  This  makes  us  feel 
bad.  What  have  we  done  to  really  deserve  this? 
Surely  the  most  unkindest  cut  of  all. 
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“The  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  a  report  of  136  pages,  but  we 
missed  the  skilled  hand  of  Companion  Mathias  H.  Henderson,  who  passed 
to  rewards  during  the  year.  Oregon  was  listed  as  coming  under  the  care  of 
Companion  J.  W.  Hughes,  but  was  not  reported  upon.  W’e  know  of  no  just 
cause  for  the  omission,  as  we  know  our  proceedings  were  started  all  right,  for 
we  attended  to  it  in  person,  but  when  we  noticed  that  more  than  fifteen  other 
Grand  Chapters,  some  of  them  of  more  importance  than  Oregon,  omitted, 
and  then  the  abominable  make-up  as  regards  alphabetical  order,  we  quit 
thinking  hard  and  concluded  that  we  got  just  what  was  coming  to  us;  but  we 
can’t  get  away  from  the  opinion  that  one  good  man  like  Stockton  Bates  will 
do  better  than  five  of  the  ordinary  kind.” 

M.  E.  Frank  J.  Miller,  xMbany,  Oregon,  G.  H.  Priest. 

R.  E.  James  F.  Robinson,  388  Yamhill  Street,  Port¬ 
land,  Grand  Secretary. 

G.  P.  S. 


QUEBEC. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  an  8vo  brochure  with  brilliant 
red  cover  and  each  page  bordered  with  scarlet  lines, 
containing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Thirty-third  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Quebec  held  in  the  city  of  Montreal  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 

M.  E.  Companion  Edward  A.  Evans,  Quebec, 
Grand  Z. 

The  frontispiece  is  embellished  with  a  half-tone  of 
the  monument  to  John  Hamilton  Graham,  L.  L.  D.  M. 
E.  Grand  First  Principal  Z  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec  1876-1880,  unveiled  at 
Richmond,  P.  Q.,  June  19,  1909. 

We  are  interested  in  the  fact  that  a  district  Superin¬ 
tendent  has  the  power  to  grant  this  dispensation: — 
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“I  have  been  called  upon  for  only  one  dispensation,  which  was  for 
Friendship  Chapter  to  wear  regalia  at  a  Masonic  banquet  held  at  Victoria 
Hall,  Cookshire,  December  27,  1909,  which  I  granted.” 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  written  by 
the  experienced  Companion  who  has  held  the  reportorial 
pen  so  long,  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  P.  G.  Z.,  and  is  as  ever 
very  readable.  He  picks  out  the  good  jokes  and  the 
idiosyncrasies  of  the  other  correspondents  and  is 
always  ready  to  have  a  tilt  with  the  first  challenger. 

He  clips  this  from  Maine  and  evidently  gives  it  his 
sanction.  We  have  the  same  opinions,  as  to  innova¬ 
tions  here  in  Pennsylvania  and  are  called  cranky  for 
being  so  ‘'conservative.” 

“We  still  hear  resounding  talk  about  “progressive  Masonry,”  and  one  is 
reminded  of  a  story  told  a  few  years  ago  by  the  Templar  correspondent  of 
Iowa,  which  is  good  enough  for  Maine  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  read;  although, 
told  as  it  now  is  from  memory,  it  may  not  read  as  well  as  when  told  by  him, 
The  story  goes  that  a  ship’s  captain  had  put  Pat  in  charge  of  the  wheel,  direct¬ 
ing  him  to  steer  so  many  points  off  from  the  North  Star.  Pat  got  careless 
and  lost  the  star,  so  he  shouted  to  the  captain  to  “come  out  and  pick  me 
another,”  “Didn’t  I  give  you  your  course  by  the  North  Star?”  asked  the 
captain.  “Yis,  sor,”  said  Pat,  “but,  sure,  we’ve  sailed  clean  by  that  one’” 
Sometimes  our  progressive  friends  seem  to  have  lost  sight  of  some  star  by 
which  we  all  ought  to  be  guided,  and  perhaps  they  think  the  Masonic  ship 
has  sailed  beyond  it;  but  it  is  still  visible  to  the  eyes  of  the  old-fashioned 
Mason,  and  to  him  it  seems  safer  to  steer  by  it  still.” 


Under  New  Jersey  he  quotes  the  following  and 
heartily  seconds  the  sentiment.  Pennsylvania  holds 
to  the  opinion  that  the  P.  M.  Degree  is  a  prerogative 
of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  has  not  appropriated  it  for 
Capitular  use,  but  makes  it  a  requisite  for  entrance 
into  the  Chapter.  We  have  been  informed  that  this 
is  a  landmark  that  cannot  be  questioned. 
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“As  to  the  Mark  Degree  he  considers  the  parable  of  the  householder  found 
in  the  New  Testament  out  of  place  in  illustrating  events  which  transpired 
centuries  before.  We  should  subscribe  to  this  if  the  purpose  of  the  degree 
was  to  dramatize  the  Scripture  occurrence,  which  it  surely  was  not,  but  rather 
to  teach  us  lessons  of  honesty,  diligence,  faithfulness  and  in  this  particular 
respect,  the  binding  effect  of  a  covenant.  This  could  in  no  wise  be  better 
illustrated  than  by  the  Scriptural  lesson  referred  to,  and  seems  just  suited  to 
rebuke  the  greedy  pecuniary  unrest  of  modern  times.  Neither  are  we  in 
entire  sympathy  with  him  regarding  the  P.  M.  Degree,  which  he  would  have 
eliminated  from  the  Chapter  system  and  relegated  to  the  symbolic  Lodge, 
to  which,  he  says,  it  properly  belongs.  This  is  in  a  strict  sense  true;  but  if 
this  belongs  to  the  symbolic  Lodge,  so  also  does  the  Royal  Arch,  and  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  Chapter  into  another  system,  and  the  disregard  of  the  proper 
interdependence  between  the  degrees  as  symbolized  by  the  purple  veil  is  the 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  requisite  preliminary  to  the  Royal  Arch.  It 
is  not  easy  to  see  what  provision  could  be  made  for  it  in  the  work  of  the  Lodge 
without  admitting  those  to  its  privileges  who  probably  will  never  be  installed 
as  Master  or  be  exalted  to  the  Royal  Arch. 

No  mention  is  made  of  Pennsylvania,  so  we  infer 
that  our  Proceedings  did  not  reach  Quebec  in  time  and 
we  do  not  take  umbrage  at  the  omission. 

M.  E.  Companion  E.  A.  Evans,  Quebec,  Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Companion  William  H.  Whyte,  Box  1207, 
Montreal,  Grand  Secretary. 

G.  P.  S. 


SCOTLAND. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Scotland  for  the  several  reports  of  their 
Communication  which  we  receive  from  time  to  time 
from  Alfred  A.  Arbuthnot  Murray,  Grand  Scribe  E, 
75  Queen  Street,  Edinburgh. 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Royal  Arch 
Masons’  Hall,  Edinburgh,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
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March,  1910.  M.  E.  Companion  R.  King  Stewart, 
First  Grand  Principal,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in 
their  respective  stations  and  places,  with  the  exception 
of  Grand  Standard  Bearer  and  Grand  Organist,  the 
vacant  office  of  Grand  Scribe  being  filled  by  the 
Dep  Gr.  Dir.  of  Ceremonies. 

The  following  Past  Grand  Principals  being  entitled 
to  places  of  honor: 

Right  Hon.  The  EARL  OF  HADDINGT  ON,  Grand  Z. — 1891-92;  1894- 
1901. 

Right  LIon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  Grand  Z. — 1892-94. 

The  Hon.  C.  M.  RAMSAY,  Grand  Z. — 1901-03. 

FRANCIS  W.  ALLAN,  Deputy  Grand  Z.— 1895-97. 

C.  C.  NISBET,  Deputy  Grand  Z. — 1897-99. 

JAMES  KIRKWOOD,  Deputy  Grand  Z. — 1901-1903. 

WILLIAM  BLACK,  Deputy  Grand  Z. — 1903-05. 

ALFRED  A.  ARBUTHNOT  MURRAY,  Deputy  Grand  Z.— 1905-07. 

C.  CARTHEW  YORSTOUN,  Deputy  Grand  Z.— 1907-09. 

Right  Hon.  THE  EARL  OF  KINTORE,  Grand  H. — 1882-88. 

FRED  E.  VI LITERS,  Grand  H— 1889. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUIS  OF  BREADALBANE,  Grand  H.-~ 
1892-94. 

THOMAS  HOPE,  of  Bridge  Castle,  Grand  H. — 1900-02. 

ALEX.  BRUCE,  Grand  H. — 1902-04. 

J.  MacNAUGHT  CAMPBELL,  Grand  J  — 1895-97. 

JAS.  A.  S.  KERR,  Grand  J— 1897-99. 

W.  MUNRO  DENHOLM,  Grand  J . — 1899-1901. 

Supreme  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form. 

After  the  routine  business  had  been  transacted  the 
Office-Bearers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  installed  by  the 
M.  E.  Deputy  First  Grand  Principal,  Companion 
Yorstoun.  M.  E.  Companion  R.  King  Stewart  made  a 
graceful  speech,  thanking  the  Companions  for  his 
re-election  to  the  highest  office  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
for  the  fourth  time. 
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Hon.  Edward  D.  Miles,  Grand  Superintendent  of 
Queensland,  was  introduced,  and  gave  an  interesting 
account  of  the  progress  of  Freemasonry  in  Australia. 

He  said: 

“He  did  not  expect  to  be  called  upon  to  say  anything  at  that  meeting.  He 
intended  to  come  there  to  see  and  to  learn.  He  had  no  doubt  most  of  them 
had  heard  of  such  a  place  as  Queensland.  It  had  come  to  be  better  known 
within  the  last  few  years  than  it  had  ever  been  before,  but  Queensland  was  a 
State  of  Australia  with  an  immense  territory  and  only  a  handful  of  people 
in  it.  The  total  population  was  simply  half  a  million.  The  population  was 
scattered  all  over  this  immense  area,  and  they  found  in  almost  every  little 
township — he  supposed  we  called  them  villages  here — a  Blue  Lodge  and 
probably  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter.” 

He  made  a  number  of  suggestions  appertaining  to  the 
good  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in 
Ample  Form ,  and  the  Companions  thereafter  adjourned 
to  the  banqueting  hall  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  the 
Vernal  Equinox.  We  are  sorry  space  will  not  permit 
us  to  even  quote  from  the  excellent  toasts  that  were 
given  on  the  following  subjects:  “The  Imperial 
Forces,”  “The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,” 
“Provincial  Grand  and  Daughter  Chapters,”  “Grand 
Office-Bearers, ’ ’  ‘ 1  Guests. ’ ’ 

We  cull  this  from  the  response  to  the  second  of  the 
above  toasts: — 

“It  was  in  1817  that  the  Supreme  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  formed  in 
Edinburgh.  I  was  looking  at  some  records  the  other  day,  and  it  is  very 
interesting  to  read  what  was  done  by  the  Lodge  of  Intelligence,  which  was  a 
Committee  formed  to  criticise  and  draw  up  special  rules  for  the  guidance  of 
Supreme  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  There  were  five  rules,  to  begin  with,  under 
which  Chapters  were  to  be  admitted.  The  first  was  that  all  who  belonged 
to  the  English  Chapters  might  be  accepted.  The  second  was  that  those  who 
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had  been  working  in  Scotland  before  1800  might  also  be  accepted,  and  I 
think  the  third  was  that  any  of  those  connected  with  the  Templars  might  also 
be  admitted  into  the  Supreme  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  There  was  also  a  rule 
that  all  those  who  belonged  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Ireland  should  be 
admitted,  but  there  was  a  quaint  remark  made  at  the  end  that  there  was  no 
Chapter  connected  with  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Ireland  in  Scotland. 
Well,  Companions,  we  have  started  with  very  small  beginnings,  but  the 
Supreme  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland  has  gone  on  increasing  steadily 

until  this  day.  (Applause.”) 

• 

This  from  “Guests”: — 


“Companion  J.  H.  Balfour  Melville,  W.  S.,  Secretary  of  the  Thirty-third 
Degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  whose  name  was  associated 
with  the  toast,  said  he  thought  it  was  hardly  necessary  to  say  on  behalf  of 
his  brother  guests  how  much  they  had  enjoyed  that  evening.  The  Supreme 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  famed  for  its  hospitality,  and  this  was  a  most 
splendid  exhibition  of  it,  for  he  for  one  had  enjoyed  himself  very  much.  He 
could  only  say  that  if  their  hosts  had  enjoyed  the  festival  as  much  as  their 
guests,  the  former  wrere  sufficiently  rewarded.  He  was  a  member  of  Supreme 
Chapter  and  not  entirely  a  guest  or  stranger,  because  he  occupied  a  safe  seat 
as  member  for  Hong  Kong.  (Laughter.)  He  had  just  received  news  that 
day  from  Hong  Kong,  and  he  was  charged  by  the  Companions  there  to  express 
to  them  their  loyalty  to  the  head  body  to  wffiich  they  attached  themselves  so 
very  closely.” 


We  think  that  the  Companions  in  Pennsylvania 
ought  to  know  how  cosmopolitan  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland  is,  and  so  have  made  this  estimate  of  the 
location  of  the  Daughter  Chapters  which  call  Edin¬ 
burgh  by  the  endearing  term  of  Mother:  One  hundred 
and  twenty-five  Chapters  in  Scotland:  Gibraltar  (1), 
Malta  (1),  India  (25),  China  (3),  Cape  Colony  (8), 
Central  South  Africa  (6),  The  Transvaal  (11),  Natal  (5), 
British  East  Africa  (2),  Arabia  (1),  New  South  Wales 
(17),  Queensland  (18),  Western  Australia  (3),  Tas¬ 
mania  (4),  New  Zealand  (7),  Barbadoes  (1),  Bermudas 
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(3),  Jamaica  (1),  Trinidad  (3),  Vancouver’s  Island  (1), 
British  Guiana  (1),  Chili  (1),  Peru  (3). 

M.  E.  Companion  R.  King  Stewart,  First  Grand 
Principal,  75  Queen  Street,  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

M.  E.  Companion  Alfred  A.  Arbuthnot  Murray, 
Grand  Scribe  E,  75  Queen  Street,  Edinburgh. 

G.  P.  S. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Alost  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
South  Carolina  assembled  in  Grand  Convocation  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  on 
Tuesday,  the  ninth  day  of  February,  1909,  at  12  M. 

Present.  ' 

Companion  Joseph  Lindsay,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  is  full  of  statistics  of 
South  Carolina  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

Under  “The  State  of  the  Royal  Craft”  he  says: 

“Reference  to  the  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows  that  every  Chapter  in  the 
State  has  exalted  candidates  except  two,  Winnsboro,  and  Mackey;  the  latter 
report  five  degrees  conferred  but  no  exaltations.  I  have  been  unofficially 
informed  that  since  the  report  was  made  they  have  exalted  at  least  one  team. 
With  the  assistance  of  Companions  R.  L.  Moore,  O.  Frank  Hart  and  H.  J. 
Johnston,  on  January  28  all  the  degrees  were  conferred  upon  five  candidates 
in  Winnsboro.  At  the  same  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  installing  their 
newly  elected  officers.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  brighter 
days  ahead  of  both  these  Chapters. 

I  believe  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Tennessee  that  some  mode  of  inspec¬ 
tion  should  be  inaugurated  as  to  the  manner  in  which  our  Ritual  is  imparted. 
Many  of  the  Chapters  make  a  frolic  of  the  degrees;  make  them  so  rough  and 
humiliating  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  candidate  to  stand  it,  and  all  the  beauty 
and  solemnity  of  these  beautiful  degrees  are  lost. 
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No  Royal  Arch  Mason  should  so  far  forget  the  sublime  principles  taught 
in  the  Ritual  of  our  impressive  degrees  as  to  permit  himself,  for  one  moment, 
to  be  guilty  of  any  act  calculated  to  detract  from  the  solemnity  of  the  work, 
thereby  destroying  the  effect  of  the  lessons  to  be  taught. 

If  the  State  was  divided  into  suitable  districts,  a  Companion  appointed  for 
each  district  whose  duty  it  was  to  visit,  instruct  and  inspect  the  Chapters, 
this  evil  would  be  largely  counteracted. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows: 

Comp.  William  E.  Gantt . M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 

Comp.  J.  L.  Michie . R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 

Comp.  George  S.  Mower . R.  E.  Grand  King 

Comp.  George  T.  Bryan . R.  E.  Grand  Scribe 

Comp.  Rev.  D.  M.  Fulton . R.  E.  Grand  Chaplain 

Comp.  C.  Frank  Jackson . R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer 

Comp.  Jacob  T.  Barron . R.  E.  Grand  Secretary 

Comp.  William  E.  Giles . R.  E.  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Host 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  South  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  find  the  books  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
Grand  Secretary,  each,  neatly  and  accurately  kept  as  usual. 

We  find  that  the  Grand  Secretary  has  received  the  sum  of  thirty-two  hun¬ 
dred  and  six  dollars  ($3206.00)  for  which  he  had  to  pay  $2.50  for  exchange 
on  local  checks,  leaving  net  amount  of  thirty-two  hundred  and  three  50-100 
dollars  ($3203.50)  for  which  he  holds  the  Grand  Treasurer’s  receipt. 

We  find  that  the  Grand  Treasurer’s  book  shows: 

Balance  on  hand  February  11,  1908  . $3,185.01 


Received  since  (dues,  etc.) .  3,203.50 

Received  since  (interest  on  deposit) .  61.15 

-  $6,449.66 


Disbursements. 

As  shown  by  his  books  and  proper  vouchers . $2,137.62 

Leaving  balance  on  hand  ...  . $4,312.04 

This  amount  we  find  as  follows: 


Carolina  National  Bank  Savings  Department . $1,350.72 


In  same  bank,  open  account .  2,461.32 

Cash  in  hand  to  pay  per  diem  and  mileage .  500.00 


Total . $4,312.04” 

Thirty  Chapters.  Number  of  members,  2,140. 
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“Report  of  Committee  of  Charters  and  Dispensations. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  South  Carolina: 

Your  Committee  on  Charters  and  Dispensations  beg  leave  to  report: 

1st.  We  recommend  that  the  petition  of  certain  Companions  located  at 
Conway  for  a  charter  for  a  Chapter  to  be  known  as  Horry  Chapter,  recom¬ 
mending  the  following  officers:  H.  H.  Burroughs,  High  Priest;  C.  P.  Quattle- 
baum,  King;  J.  S.  Dusenbury,  Scribe;  J.  M-,  McDermit,  Treasurer;  W.  E. 
McCord,  Secretary;  R.  W.  Lane,  Captain  of  the  Host,  be  granted,  this 
petition  being  accompanied  by  the  required  fee. 

2d.  We  recommend  that  the  Companions  at  Manning  who  have  been 
acting  under  dispensation  be  granted  the  original  charter  of  Ruth  Chapter  for 
sometime  defunct.  It  appears  to  the  committee  that  only  two  members  of  the 
original  Chapter  are  now  living  and  they  offer  no  objection. 

3d.  We  note  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  requests  that  the  Companions  of 
Franklin  Chapter  at  Chester  be  allowed  to  assume  their  old  number  which  was 
9,  they  having  been  working  as  No.  14.  The  Chapter  at  Cokesbury,  which 
had  assumed  this  number,  having  become  defunct  we  therefore  recommend 
that  the  request  be  granted. 

4th.  We  recommend  that  the  Companions  of  Excelsior  Chapter,  U.  D., 
be  granted  the  original  charter  of  Excelsior  No.  23. 

5th.  That  we  approve  the  action  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest 
in  granting  the  various  dispensations  as  set  forth  in  his  report.” 

William  J.  Gantt,  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  T.  Barrow,  Grand  Secretary. 

G.  H. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  South  Dakota  met  in  Twenty-first  Annual 
Convocation  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Pierre, 
commencing  Thursday,  June  16,  1910,  Anno  Domini 
1910,  Anno  Inventionis  2440,  at  9  o’clock  A.  M. 

David  A.  Douglas,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  is  full  of  details 
concerning  the  Jurisdiction  over  which  he  presided. 
He  says  in  the  opening  of  his  remarks: 
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“Not  in  the  spirit  of  the  old  Egyptian  do  you  come  up  to  this  temple  to  bow 
down  to  the  idols  of  Isis,  nor  yet  like  the  haughty  Roman,  whose  love  it  was 
to  worship  at  the  scepter  of  Caesar,  for  you  have  come  imbued  with  faith  in 
God,  hope  in  immortality,  and  charity  for  all  mankind,  that  you  may  legislate 
for  our  common  brotherhood,  to  the  end  that  additional  strength  and  vitality 
may  be  given  to  an  institution  which  has  accomplished  for  man  more  true 
glory  than  was  ever  reflected  upon  Egyptian  altar  fires,  or  the  halo  that 
sparkled  from  the  jewels  of  Caesar’s  crown.  Into  your  hands,  Companions, 
is  entrusted  the  continued  welfare  of  our  order.  We  have  built  a  gorgeous 
temple,  whose  foundation,  if  well  guarded,  must  endure  until  the  last  syllables 
of  recorded  time.  Upon  its  golden  altars  let  the  ruder  and  darker  shades  of 
humanity  be  mellowed  into  light,  and  around  the  pillars  which  sustain  the 
edifice  let  there  be  engraved  in  letters  of  living  fire,  This  our  mission  and  this 
our  work,  to  refine  society  and  cultivate  man’s  moral  power  to  strengthen  our 
faith  in  the  great  law  of  compensation,  giving  divinity  to  hope  and  eternity 
to  time. 

I  received  the  following  from  Companion  M.  A.  Moore,  H.  P.,  of  Faulkton, 
S'.  D.:  “We  have  a  candidate  who  is  very  anxious  to  receive  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree  on  account  of  his  going  away.  He  has  already  had  the  preceding 
degrees  in  the  Chapter,  but  we  do  not  have  two  other  candidates  ready  to 
take  the  degrees  and  thus  make  up  the  team.  Now,  is  it  lawful  or  permissible 
to  substitute  and  give  the  Brother  the  Royal  Arch,  or  must  he  wait  until  we 
have  a  full  team?” 

I  referred  Companion  Moore  to  Article  4,  Section  IS,  of  the  by-laws  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

I  received  a  communication  from  Golden  Belt  Chapter,  Lead,  asking  if 
they  could  accept  and  ballot  on  a  brother  who  had  resided  in  their  jurisdiction 
two  months.  I  referred  the  Chapter  to  Article  4,  Section  14,  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  by-laws. 

I  was  asked  by  Japheth  Chapter  No.  41,  to  request  Companion  John  B. 
Hershey,  G.  H.  P.,  of  Trinidad,  Colorado,  to  request  Montrose  Chapter  No.  25 
to  confer  the  degrees  in  that  Chapter  on  Brother  Howard  C.  Stetson,  who 
had  been  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in  Japheth  Chapter  No.  41,  but  was 
transferred  to  Montrose,  Colorado,  before  receiving  them.  I  made  the 
request  and  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Companion  Hershey,  G.  H.  P., 
saying  that  it  had  been  granted. 

Pilgrim  Chapter,  Chamberlain,  asked  for  a  dispensation  to  hold  special 
convocation  for  public  installation,  it  being  desired  that  the  officers  of  the 
Chapter,  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star  be  installed  at  the 
same  time.  The  reason  for  this  request  being  that  there  was  a  desire  to  cele- 
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brate,  the  Companions  having  cleared  the  indebtedness  and  newly  furnished 
their  temple.  I  granted  the  dispensation  and  congratulated  the  Chapter. 

Companion  Ives  wired  for  a  dispensation  for  Woonsocket  Chapter  on 
February  18,  1910.  I  granted  the  request  as  I  felt  confident  that  Companion 
Ives  had  good  and  sufficient  reasons  or  he  would  not  have  telegraphed  the 
request. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  following  report  from  Companion  B.  F.  Ives,  Grand 
Lecturer,  which  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Grand  Chapter: 


Grand  Lecturer’s  Report. 


Huron,  May  5,  1910. 

Have  visited  and  held  Schools  of  instruction  in  twenty-two  Chapters. 
Visited  eight  other  places  where  there  were  Chapters,  but  was  not  able  to 
hold  meetings  for  reasons  best  known  to  the  officers  of  those  Chapters. 

In  some  places  I  find  the  officers  are  not  as  well  informed  in  the  work  as 
they  should  be,  the  prevailing  reason  as  given  to  me  being,  “too  much  business 
and  too  little  time  to  study  the  work.”  Most  of  the  Chapters,  however, 
are  adding  to  their  numbers  and  some  of  them  are  doing  FINE  work.  This 
will  apply  particularly  to  Pierre  Chapter,  which  for  a  number  of  years  has 
been  in  a  very  quiescent  condition,  but  now  has  a  full  force  of  well-informed 
officers  and  is  full  of  life  and  energy. 

The  secretaries  of  most  of  the  Chapters  are  good  workmen  and  keep  their 
records  in  good  shape. 

Would  like  to  speak  of  other  Chapters,  but  it  would  make  my  report  too 
long. 

With  thanks  to  Companions  for  courteous  treatment  extended,  I  am, 

Fraternally, 


Benj.  F.  Ives, 
Grand  Lecturer. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Ritual. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  of  South  Dakota: 

Your  Committee  on  Ritual  would  respectfully  report — 

That  we  find  nothing  requiring  change  in  our  Ritual.  We  note,  however, 
a  continued  dissatisfaction  with  the  present  Manual,  owing  to  the  poor 
mechanical  work  of  the  same.  We  would  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
Grand  Secretary  be  empowered  to  have  printed  a  new  edition  of  two  hundred 
fifty  or  three  hundred  copies  of  Manual,  without  change  of  subject  matter; 
and  that  four  copies  of  the  new  Manual  be  sent  by  him  to  each  of  the  subordi¬ 
nate  chapters  of  this  jurisdiction.” 
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Number  of  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction . 35 

Number  of  members .  2765 

Number  exalted . 286 

Number  admitted . 62 

Number  reinstated .  9 

Number  suspended . 33 

Number  dimitted  . 59 

Number  died .  17 

Net  gain . 216 


Pennsylvania  is  not  reviewed  by  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence.  We  are  sorry  to  note  that  the  chair¬ 
man,  Companion  Louis  G.  Leroy,  has  been  seriously 
injured.  We  hope  for  his  recovery. 

G.  H. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Eighty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple, 
in  the  city  of  Nashville,  commencing  at  9  o’clock  A.  M., 
on  Monday,  January  24,  A.  D.,  1910,  Anno  Inv.  2440. 
Present: 

Most  Excellent  Andrew  P.  Trogden,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  short  and  to 
the  point. 

“ Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter: 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  welcome  you  to  this,  our  eighty-first  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Tennessee. 
God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  has  dealt  with  us  not  according  to  our  merits, 
but  in  great  kindness  and  in  tender  mercy.  Let  us  with  thankful  hearts  pay 
the  homage  we  owe  to  Him  for  the  many  blessings  received  during  the  year. 

The  Subordinate  Chapters  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  are,  with  a  few  excep¬ 
tions,  prosperous.  Yet  among  them  are  a  number  that  make  no  effort  to 
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learn  the  Ritual  of  the  degrees,  and  are  today  ignorant  of  their  duties,  and 
depend  on  getting  help  by  inviting  some  Grand  or  Past  Grand  Officer  to  exalt 
their  candidates,  without  being  able  to  render  him  any  assistance  whatever. 
Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  the  returns  for  the  year  show  a  net  increase. 

Our  relations  with  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  continue  to  be  of  the  most 
cordial  and  fraternal  nature,  as  the  report  on  correspondence  will  show.  It 
is  by  our  eminent  Companion,  J.  H.  McClister,  Past  Grand  High  Priest;  the 
instructions  and  benefits  derived  therefrom  are  worth  your  careful  perusal. 

Recommendations. 

I  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  proper  lettering 
for  the  sides  and  top  of  the  Ark  that  will  conform  to  the  Key,  and  that  a  copy 
of  the  same  be  furnished  each  Chapter  and  that  they  be  required  to  have 
them  placed  on  the  Arks,  if  they  do  not  already  conform  to  the  key. 

I  would  further  recommend  that  the  Grand  Chapter  allow  the  expense  of 
Inspectors  who  have  made  reports. 

Also  recommend  that  the  Grand  Chapter  contribute  to  the  Endowment 
Fund  of  the  Home,  if  there  should  remain  a  surplus  that  may  not  be  needed 
for  maintaining  our  work  during  the  year. 

Before  concluding,  I  must  not  forget  to  mention  the  earnest  efforts  of  our 
Grand  Secretary,  performing  his  own  duties  faithfully  and  assisting  others  in 
the  performance  of  theirs.  My  thanks  are  specially  due  to  him  for  his  unfailing 
courtesy  and  promptness  to  every  call  upon  him. 

Only  those  can  know,  who  have  passed  the  Chair,  how  much  we  depend 
upon  the  Grand  Secretary  for  information  and  advice.  May  he  live  long 
and  prosper. 

Companion  Spaulding  has  rendered  me  invaluable  assistance  for  which  he 
has  my  warmest  thanks. 

And  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  how  patiently  you  have  borne  with  me  for  lo, 
these  many  years.  You  have  placed  me  in  the  highest  position  in  your  gift. 
What  more  could  you  have  done?  And  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  grati¬ 
tude,  I  thank  you  for  all  the  honors  you  have  so  lavishly  bestowed,  only 
regretting  that  I  could  not  have  given  you  better  service.” 

No  man  can  give  better  service  than  one  who  does  his 
best,  with  humbleness  of  mind. 


“The  following  resolution  by  Companion  I.  J.  Thurman,  was  adopted: 
Resolved ,  first.  That  the  committee  heretofore  appointed  to  act  in  con¬ 
junction  with  a  similar  committee  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  relative  to 
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the  purchase  and  equipment  of  a  meeting  place  for  their  respective  Grand 
Bodies, be  continued  with  all  the  powers  and  authority  heretofore  given  them. 

Second,  That  said  committee  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  is 
also  directed  to  furnish  and  equip  the  building  heretofore  purchased,  or  any 
building  it  may  erect,  in  such  manner  as  it  may  deem  advisable;  sell  any  old 
furniture  or  equipment  not  suitable  for  the  new  quarters;  take  general  and 
specific  charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  equipment  and  operation  of 
the  new  quarters;  administer  and  supervise  same,  and  in  all  matters  relative 
thereto  to  act  for,  and  on  behalf  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Third,  That  the  Grand  Treasurer  is  hereby  specifically  authorized  to  pay 
all  bills  incurred  by  said  committee  out  of  any  unappropriated  funds  in  his 
hands  when  such  bills  have  the  proper  approval  of  the  chairman  of  said  com¬ 
mittee.  It  being  understood  that  this  Grand  Chapter’s  proportion  is  one-fifth, 
and  the  proportion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  four-fifths  of  all  expenses  so  incurred. 

I.  J.  Thurman.” 

The  Committee  on  Dispensations  gave  the  following 
ruling: 

“The  By  laws  of  Lafayette  Chapter  4  of  Columbia,  Tenn.,  have  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  us  for  approval.  We  find  the  By-laws,  as  they  have  adopted  them, 
to  conform  to  our  Uniform  Code  of  By-laws,  with  the  exception  of  Article  V, 
which  says: 

“No  member  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  this  Chapter,  nor  be  permitted 
to  vote  at  the  election  of  officers,  who  shall  be  in  arrears  for  dues  for  more  than 
twelve  months  preceding  the  election;  and  before  the  election  takes  place  the 
list  of  delinquents  shall  be  read  out  to  the  Chapter.” 

As  no  Mason  or  member  of  a  Chapter  can  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  voting 
and  holding  office  simply  by  By-laws  until  he  shall  have  been  tried  in  open 
Chapter  upon  charges  preferred,  and  shall  have  been  suspended,  before  he 
could  be  deprived  of  voting  or  holding  office.” 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

“Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following: 

We  rejoice  with  your  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  that  God  has  dealt  with  us 
in  great  kindness  and  tender  mercy  for  the  past  year,  and  that  our  relations 
with  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  most  cordial  and  fraternal. 

While  some  of  our  Grand  Officers  have  been  sorely  afflicted,  we  rejoice  that 
they  have  been  spared  to  us,  and  our  official  roster  is  unbroken  for  the  year. 
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The  returns,  however,  show  that  many  of  our  Companions  have  been  called 
to  their  reward,  and  we  recommend  that  a  memorial  page  be  set  apart  and 
properly  inscribed  sacred  to  their  memory. 

We  congratulate  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  numerous  official 
visitations  he  has  made  and  trust  that  his  successor  may  be  able  to  make  even 
more  of  these  visitations  as,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  this  is  one  of 
the  best  means  of  diffusing  life  and  strength  to  Subordinate  Chapters. 

We  approve  of  his  several  acts  in  granting  dispensations,  and  especially  in 
refusing  to  grant  dispensations  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth. 

We  approve  the  commissions  issued  to  Companions  of  other  Grand  Juris¬ 
dictions  to  represent  this  Grand  Chapter. 

We  approve  his  appointment  of  Inspectors  and  call  special  attention  to 
their  reports. 

We  concur  in  his  recommendation  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
a  proper  lettering  for  the  top  and  sides  of  the  Ark,  and  recommend  that  such 
arrangements  be  made  as  will  put  this  recommendation  into  effect. 

We  recommend  that  the  list  of  the  dead  of  Sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  be 
printed  in  the  proceedings  on  a  page  appropriately  inscribed  for  that  purpose, 
instead  of  the  list  being  printed  in  the  body  of  the  address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  the  Memorial  tablet  placed  elsewhere.” 

TheJUommittee  on  Correspondence,  Companion  J.  H. 
McClister,  reviews  Pennsylvania  fraternally.  I  have 
enjoyed  reading  his  reports  on  other  Jursidictions. 

Number  of  Chapters,  88.  Number  of  Companions, 
4,776. 

James  T.  Spaulding,  Grand  High  Priest. 

W.  A.  Clendening,  Grand  Secretary. 

G.  H. 


TEXAS. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Texas  convened  in  the  Sixtieth  Grand  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  in  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Waco,  Texas,  on 
Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I. 
2439,  at  9  o’clock  a.  m. 

Companion  Ed.  R.  Bryan,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  annual  address  declares 
himself  to  be  an  optimist,  notwithstanding  much  that 
seems  hard  to  bear  is  ever  with  us. 

“I  am  an  optimist,  and  truly  believe  that  this  old  world  of  ours  is  growing 
better  as  it  grows  older,  and  that  no  one  thing  has  contributed  more  toward 
this  happy  state  of  affairs  than  the  principles  taught  and  lived  by  the  Masonic 
Fraternity.  Masonry  is  not  only  keeping  step  with  all  other  agencies  for 
good  in  this  world,  but  she  is  now,  as  she  ever  has  been,  in  the  Vanguard. 

Her  foundations  are  immutable;  her  tenets  are  eternal;  and  though  the 
foundation  of  the  world  should  crumble  into  dust,  and  the  firmament  melt 
with  fervent  heat,  the  tenets  of  Masonry  will  live  on  and  continue  forever. 

As  the  head  of  the  Royal  Arch  branch  of  this  great  institution  in  Texas,  I 
submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  past  year. 

We  should  always  feel  thankful  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  for 
His  care  and  protection,  but  we  feel  especially  thankful  to  Him  for  sparing 
the  lives  of  all  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  during 
the  past  year.  However,  His  grim  reaper  has  been  busy  in  subordinate 
Chapters  and  in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  harvesting  the  ripened  sheaves. 

“  It  is  appointed  unto  all  men  to  die,”  and  while  we  shall  miss  our  Compan¬ 
ions,  we  trust  we  shall  know  where  to  find  them,  when  the  summons  shall 
come  to  us.” 

I  give  a  few  of  his  decisions: 

‘‘A  Companion,  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  asks:  ‘‘Can  we  legally  confer 
the  Chapter  degrees  on  a  brother  who  has  only  resided  in  our  jurisdiction 
three  months?  Our  by-laws  require  a  six  months’  residence,  but  these  by-laws 
were  adopted  in  1878,  and  in  the  year  1887  our  Chapter  demised;  in  1894  our 
charter  was  restored,  and  since  that  time  we  have  adopted  no  by-laws.” 

I  replied:  Under  Art.  61,  a  demised  Chapter  which  has  had  its  charter 
restored  is  governed  by  the  by-laws  adopted  previous  to  its  demise,  until  a 
new  code  is  adopted;  or,  if  mistaken  in  my  construction  of  this  article,  then 
your  Chapter  would  be  governed  by  the  by-laws  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Chapter.  In  either  event,  the  result  would  be  the  same,  as  the  by-laws  of 
your  Chapter,  and  those  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  require  a  six  months 
residence  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter  before  application  can  be 
legally  received.  I  therefore  answer,  No. 

A  Companion  writes  that  the  by-laws  of  West  Chapter  do  not  specify  any 
specific  hour  for  meeting,  but  read  as  follows:  “The  stated  convocation  of 
this  Chapter  shall  be  held  at  Masonic  Hall  at  West,  on  first  Friday  evening 
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after  each  full  moon,”  etc.  The  Companion  asks  if  this  is  permissible.  I 
replied  that  it  was  permissible — that  is,  I  could  see  nothing  wrong  in  it. 

Webster  defines  “afternoon”  as  the  time  from  noon  to  evening,  and  defines 
“evening”  as  the  close  of  the  day;  I  therefore  rule  that,  under  your  by-laws, 
you  can  hold  your  stated  meeting  at  any  time  on  the  first  Friday  after  each 
full  moon,  between  sundown  and  midnight,  and  such  meeting  would  be  regular. 

That  a  blind  Master  Mason,  in  my  judgment,  cannot  properly  receive  and 
impart  the  ceremonies  of  the  Chapter  degrees,  and  is  therefore,  under  Art.  90, 
ineligible  to  receive  the  Chapter  degrees. 

That  a  Chapter  can,  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  confer  the  Chapter  degrees  upon 
a  candidate,  at  the  request  of  another  Chapter,  provided  both  Chapters  are 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

That  the  residence  of  a  married  Mason  is  where  his  family  resides.  The 
residence  of  a  single  Mason  is  where  he  usually  sleeps. 

A  Companion  asks  this  question:  “Is  it  lawful  for  our  Chapter  to  donate 
its  funds  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  fence  around  a  cemetery  in  which 
Masons  are  buried?” 

% 

To  which  I  replied:  I  know  of  no  law  forbidding  a  Chapter  to  apply  its 
funds  to  any  use  it  may  see  fit,  provided  it  is  done  by  majority  vote  of  mem¬ 
bers  present.  Chapters  are  prohibited  by  law  from  donating  fees  for  degrees 
to  any  person,  but,  outside  of  this,  a  Chapter  may  make  such  use  of  its  funds 
as  it  deems  best. 

A  Companion,  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  makes  this  statement:  “A 
Master  Mason  made  application  to  our  Chapter  for  the  degrees.  The  peti¬ 
tion  was  received  and  referred  to  a  committee  in  March.  At  our  stated  con¬ 
vocation  in  May  the  committee  made  a  report,  one  reporting  favorable  and 
the  other  unfavorable  (one  of  the  committee,  in  the  meantime,  having  moved 
away).  A  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  was  lost  by  a  good 
majority.  That  being  the  case,  I  refused  to  spread  the  ballot  on  the  applica¬ 
tion.  Should  the  ballot  have  been  spread?” 

I  replied:  The  Committee  had  made  no  report  on  the  application,  as  it 
takes  a  majority  to  report.  You  should  have  declared  the  motion  to  adopt 
the  report  out  of  order.  One  of  the  committee  having  moved  away,  the 
other  two  failing  to  agree,  you  should  have  appointed  some  one  to  take  the 
place  of  the  absent  committeeman,  then  the  committee  could  have  made  a 
legal  report.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  concluding  remarks  are 
worth  committing  to  memory: 
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“The  life  of  a  Mason  should  not  be  reckoned  as  we  count  time  on  the  dial 
of  a  clock,  but  by  heart-throbs;  if  Masonry  teaches  anything,  it  teaches  the 
fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  That  Mason’s  life  is  most 
like  God  who  helps  his  brother  most.  That  man  whose  heart  leaps  to  respond 
to  the  call  for  help  from  his  brother — whether  for  heart  sympathy  or  the 
necessities  of  life — lives  long,  whether  his  years,  as  marked  upon  the  dial  of 
time,  be  few  or  many. 

There  are  now  on  the  roll  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  Chapters;  of  these 
one  hundred  and  forty  show  a  gain;  seventy-two  show  a  loss;  twenty-seven 
have  held  their  own.” 

The  Grand  Orator’s  address  is  eloquent.  The 
essence  of  it  lies  in  a  quotation  he  makes: 

“Let  us  say  with  Ben  Adhem,  “Write  me  as  one  who  loves  his  fellow-men.’’ 

Pennsylvania  is  kindly  and  ably  reviewed.  The 
reason  Texas  was  not  reviewed  in  1909  was  that  the 
proceedings  of  that  year  were  not  put  in  my  hands. 
The  volume  for  1910  has  a  review.  I  am  still  more  and 
more  deeply  impressed  by  the  ability  of  Texas  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,  as  shown  forth  in  their  published  pro¬ 
ceedings.  G.  H. 


VERMONT. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Vermont  met  in 
special  convocation  at  Fair  Haven,  Vt.,  Friday,  June 
10,  1910,  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  Eureka  Chapter, 
U.  D.,  and  installing  its  officers. 

M.  E.  Edward  H.  Martin,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  very  interesting  and 
able  address  presents  a  clear  picture  of  the  condition  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Vermont. 
It  is  a  terse,  businesslike  document: 
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“At  the  close  of  my  year  of  service  as  Grand  High  Priest  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  account  of  my  doings. 

I  attended  the  meeting  of  District  Deputies  held  in  the  Temple  at  Burling¬ 
ton.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  Deputies  and  others  desirous  of 
learning  the  exact  wording  of  the  ritual  which  was  gone  over  very  thoroughly 
under  the  able  direction  of  our  Grand  Lecturer. 

I  was  able  to  be  present  at  all  the  district  meetings  held  and  on  the  whole 
was  much  pleased  with  the  character  of  the  work  done.  I  shall  leave  extended 
account  of  these  meetings  to  the  Reports  of  the  District  Deputies.  This  is 
the  last  year  when  the  old  lines  of  separation  are  to  be  used  and  next  year 
will  see  the  new  districts  in  operation.  This  I  believe  will  prove  much  more 
satisfactory  than  heretofore. 

Through  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  New  York  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  was 
asked  of  the  Chapter  at  'Mechanicsville  over  Bro.  Earle  E.  Sticknev  in  favor 
of  our  Fort  Dummer  Chapter.  The  request  was  refused  on  the  ground  that 
New  York  Chapters  require  a  year’s  residence  as  a  condition  for  application 
for  the  degrees  and  do  not  ask  waivers  and  claim  no  jurisdiction.  I  advised 
Fort  Dummer  Chapter  to  wait  for  the  completion  of  the  year’s  residence.  I 
am  not  sure  but  that  the  procedure  in  New  York  is  superior  to  ours.  We 
sometimes  take  in  candidates  under  a  waiver  whom  we  might  not  take  on 
longer  acquaintance. 

I  have  refused  four  requests  for  dispensations  to  receive  and  ballot  on 
petitions  without  the  statutory  delay.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  held  that  the  excuses  offered, 
bad  roads  and  distance  and  a  desire  to  get  degrees  as 
soon  as  possible  were  insufficient. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  “in  order  to  ascertain  as  ac¬ 
curately  as  possible  the  condition  of  each  Chapter,”  had 
prepared  what  he  terms  “an  Inspection  Report,”  con¬ 
sisting  of  twenty-eight  queries,  and  this  is  what  he 
found,  inter  alia. 

“These  blanks  have  been  filled  out  and  returned  to  me  from  all  but  three  of 
the  chapters.  Briefly  I  learn  from  them  that  twenty  chapters  raise  a  per 
capita  tax  of  from  one  to  three  dollars  a  year;  seven  do  not  raise  such  a  tax 
and  three  do  not  report.  There  are  eight  chapters  numbering  in  their  mem¬ 
bership  companions  not  affiliated  with  a  lodge.  There  are  at  least  twenty- 
three  such  companions  without  lodge  affiliation  in  the  State.  There  are 
seventeen  chapters  all  of  whose  members  are  affiliated,  four  do  not  report  and 
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one  says  “there  may  be” — a  diplomatic  answer.  This  is  a  peculiar  condition 
of  things.  The  Grand  Chapter  requires  all  who  take  the  capitular  degrees 
to  be  affiliated  Masons,  but  some  of  those  who  are  Royal  Arch  Masons  have 
since  become  non-affiliated.  Some  means  ought  to  be  devised  to  remedy  this 
condition. 

Nineteen  chapters  have  members  who  do  not  have  their  marks  recorded. 
In  six  chapters  all  members  have  recorded  marks;  five  do  not  report.  There 
are  over  five  hundred  capitular  Masons  belonging  to  chapters  in  this  State 
who  have  not  recorded  marks.  One  chapter  reports  115  and  another  175. 
In  many  cases  members  who  joined  in  the  days  when  marks  were  not  required 
have  left  the  vicinity  and  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  their  marks  recorded. 
But  the  large  number  mentioned  seems  unnecessarily  large.  Chapters 
should  urge  their  members  to  select  and  have  marks  recorded  and  on  no 
account  allow  the  Grand  Chapter  regulation  to  be  violated  which  requires  a 
mark  to  be  recorded  before  receiving  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  chapters  seems  to  be  fairly  good  and  'the 
paraphernalia  and  quarters  with  few  exceptions  in  fine  shape. 

Chapter  Statistics. 


Numbered  chartered  chapters .  30 

Number  making  returns .  30 

Number  Royal  Arch  Masons,  June,  1909  4,065 

Number  exalted . 174 

Number  admitted .  14 

Number  restored .  3 

4 

Number  dimitted .  64 

Number  died .  82 

Number  suspended .  28 

Number  erroneously  reported,  1909  7 

Number  Royal  Arch  Masons,  June,  1910 . 4,075 

Net  gain .  10 


Fraternally  submitted, 

HENRY  H.  ROSS, 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  called  upon  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Charles  A.  Calderwood  to  preside,  who  appointed  as 
tellers  Companions  George  H.  Kinsley,  Charles  A.  Lang  and  Harry  J. 
Stannard.  R.  E.  Carroll  W.  Black,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  said  that  he 
positively  was  not  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Grand. High  Priest  and  could 
not  serve  if  elected.  He  hoped  no  one  would  vote  for  him.  The  ballot 
resulted  as  follows: 
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M.  E.  Henry  S.  Root,  .  . 

R.  E.  Samuel  T.  Braley, 

R.  E.  Henry  D.  Bryant, 

R.  E.  Silas  H.  Danforth,  . 
R.  E.  Charles  W.  Whitcomb, 
R.  E.  Henry  H.  Ross,  .  .  . 
E.  Don  A.  Stone,  .  .  . 


Grand  High  Priest 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Gratid  King 
Grand  Scribe 
Grand  Treasurer 
Grand  Secretary 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Host ’  ’ 


The  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  no  report. 

G.  H. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Second  Grand  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Masons 
of  Virginia  convened  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  this  Tuesday  evening,  October  26th, 
A.  L.  5909,  A.  D.  1909,  A.  I.  2439,  at  8  o’clock,  when, 
after  prayer  by  Grand  Chaplain  F.  T.  McFaden,  D.  D., 
the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample 
Form  by  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest  William  Baylor 
McChesney. 

VI.  E.  William  Baylor  McChesney,  No,  2,  Grand 
High  Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  VI.  E.  William  Baylor 
McChesney,  addressed  the  Grand  Chapter  in  an  elo¬ 
quent  and  instructive  manner.  In  part,  he  said: 


“Companions: 

With  fraternal  and  cordial  greetings  to  this,  our  One  Hundred  and  Second 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Virginia,  and 
reverently  bowing  before  the  throne  of  the  “Great  I  am,”  to  whom  our 
hearts  ascend  in  thanksgiving  and  praise  for  the  manifold  blessings  that 
have  been  ours  during  the  year  that  has  just  passed,  I  come  to  give  an  account 
of  my  actions  while  entrusted  with  the  highest  office  within  your  gift.  It  is 
with  great  satisfaction  that  I  announce  that  peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed 
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throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  during  the  whole  year,  and  that  I  turn 
over  to  my  successor  a  realm  in  which  “Brotherly  love  prevails,  and  every 
moral  and  social  virtue  unites  and  cements.”  It  speaks  well  for  the  efficiency 
of  the  officers  and  Subordinate  Chapters  and  the  perfection  of  our  Methodical 
Digest,  that  during  my  whole  term  of  office,  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to 
render  a  decision.  For  this  I  am  truly  thankful  and  you  are  to  be  congratu¬ 
lated. 

“Nothing  Can  We  Call  Our  Own  But  Death.” 

The  “Grim  Tyrant”  has  been  busy  in  our  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions — 
some  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  others  ripe  in  years;  some  in  actual  service 
others  who  had  retired.” 

I  quote  in  full  what  he  has  to  say  concerning  schools 
of  instruction: 

‘‘The  Valley  Royal  Arch  School  continues  to  flourish  and  increase  year  after 
year.  It  has  been  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  attend  this  School  for  the 
past  five  years,  and  I  feel  that  I  am  competent  to  speak  of  the  great  work  that 
is  being  done  for  Capitular  Masonry  by  this  School.  There  has  been  an 
impression  that  these  Schools  are  a  summer  frolic.  An  attendance  upon  their 
sessions  will  disabuse  your  minds  of  this  erroneous  impression.  The  hours 
for  work  are  from  9  a.  m.  to  12  m.,  from  2  p.  M.  to  5  p.  M.  and  from  8  p.  M.  to 
11  p.  m.  During  these  hours  it  is  all  work,  and  were  you  to  attend  you  would 
doubtless  call  it  “strenuous  work.”  It  is  almost  impossible  to  attend  these 
Schools  without  absorbing  some  of  the  work.  There  you  are  never  interrupted 
by  business  or  pleasure;  you  can  devote  your  whole  time  and  attention  to  the 
instruction  so  well  and  so  perfectly  given.  A  week  is  spent  at  this  work, 
and  I  have  yet  to  see  the  first  Companion  who  has  not  said  that  it  is  time  wel 
and  profitably  spent.  It  is  a  very  great  regret  that  I  could  not  attend  the 
Southwest  School,  but  from  reports  before  me  from  the  last  session,  there  is 
hope  that  new  interest  has  been  aroused,  and  that  another  year  will  bring  it 
back  to  its  former  prosperity.  I  wish  it  were  possible  that  every  officer  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  might  be  compelled  to  attend  one  or  the  other  of  these  Schools, 
not  for  their  better  qualification,  but  that  they  might  gain  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  capabilities  of  the  working  members  of  Subordinate 
Chapters,  and  thereby  be  the  better  fitted  to  make  selections  for  the  officers 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  to  be  appointed  and  elected.  My  conviction  is  that 
Capitular  Masonry  receives  as  great  returns  from  its  investment  in  these 
Schools  as  from  any  other  source.  Much  of  the  improvement  in  the  work, 
interest  and  uniformity,  can  be  traced  to  them.  I  trust  that  it  will  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  continue  its  assistance  and  approval  as 
heretofore.” 
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The  Grand  Lecturer  made  a  most  admirable  report 
of  his  work.  His  summing  up  shows  something  of  his 
labors: 

“This  completes  my  report  of  work  done  during  the  year.  While  I  have  not 
exalted  as  many  candidates  as  I  did  last  year,  yet  I  have  been  kept  very 
busy.  Three  new  Chapters  organized,  set  to  work,  instructed  and  the  can¬ 
didates  initiated  in  them,  is  no  small  gain  for  the  Grand  Chapter. 

To  sum  up,  I  have  exalted  or  help  to  exalt  one  hundred  and  thirty-hve 
candidates,  besides  conferring  the  subordinate  degrees  on  eighteen  others, 
which  brings  the  total  of  exaltations  to  my  credit,  since  I  have  been  your 
Grand  Lecturer,  up  to  thirteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven.” 

“The  Grand  Committee  of  the  Whole”  really  does 
much  of  the  business  of  the  Grand  Chapter — though, 
of  course,  it  reports  to  the  Grand  Chapter  for  final 
action.  There  is  a  delicious  quaintness  and  flavor 
about  Virginia  Royal  Arch  Masonry  which  appeals  to 
me — admirable  in  its  tone,  dignified,  warm-hearted, 
simple  and  true. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Address  of  Grand 
High  Priest  I  give  in  full: 

“M.  Ex.  J.  E.  Alexander,  of  the  special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
approved  arid  adopted: 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Virginia: 

Your  committee  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  recipro¬ 
cates  the  fraternal  greetings  of  our  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  and  unites  with 
him  in  acknowledgment  of  the  goodness  of  God  during  the  year  now  closing. 

With  satisfaction  and  pride  we  note  that  brotherhood  and  companionship, 
interwoven  with  love,  makes  the  three-fold  cord  which  binds  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Virginia  in  such  unity  of  spirit,  that  neither  questions  of  law  nor 
of  personal  differences  have  arisen  during  his  term  of  office  to  require  his 
personal  action.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  year  has. been  one  of  activity 
in  the  constituent  Chapters,  a  more  complimentary  statement  could  not  have 
been  made.  Our  Companions  know  the  law  and  obey;  they  appreciate  their 
relations  to  each  other  and  the  element  of  discord  is  eliminated. 
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The  recommendation  that  memorial  pages  be  prepared  in  the  Proceedings 
of  this  Convocation  for  the  Companions  of  other  jurisdictions,  and  for  those 
of  our  own  who  have  “entered  into  rest,”  is  approved.  The  personal  interests 
and  cares  of  life  demand  most  of  the  time  allotted  to  us,  and  “lest  we  forget,” 
we  would  keep  such  record  as  will  recall  the  names  of  those  who  have  served 
the  Royal  Craft  with  distinctive  honor. 

Every  word  of  the  address,  with  reference  to  the  School  of  Instruction  and 
the  fidelity  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  will  meet  with  sincere  approval  by  this 
Grand  Chapter.  If  a  verification  was  necessary,  attendance  at  the  sessions 
of  the  Committee  on  Work  held  during  this  Convocation,  would  dispel  every 
doubt.  Companions  from  every  part  of  the  jurisdiction  were  present,  and 
when  called  upon  proved  themselves  qualified  to  participate  in  the  exemplifi¬ 
cation  of  the  several  degrees. 

The  recommendation  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  specimen  code  of  By-laws,  is  heartily  approved.  The  Grand 
Chapter  is  the  legislative  body,  and  the  necessity  is  not  apparent  for  By-laws 
of  more  than  a  local  character. 

We  recommend  to  the  constituent  Chapters  the  careful  reading  and 
thoughtful  consideration  of  that  portion  of  the  address  which  refers  to  dis¬ 
pensations.  The  Grand  Chapter  is  glad  to  note  that  as  the  years  pass  the 
Companions  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  have  demonstrated 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  limit  by  legislation  the  time-honored  authority 
vested  in  that  exalted  position  in  this  or  any  other  particular. 

The  presentation  of  the  claims  of  the  Masonic  Home  cannot  fail  to  stimulate 
to  better  endeavor  on  the  part  of  constituent  Chapters,  to  aid  in  maintaining 
our  most  practical  demonstration  of  Masonic  brotherhood. 

The  Grand  Chapter  appreciates  the  compliment  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  that  the  “responsibilities  of  his  office  were  not  a  burden.”  He  has 
given  his  time  and  thought  to  a  service  that  has  been  a  labor  of  love  and  has 
left  its  impress  on  the  lives  of  nearly  six  thousand  of  his  fellowmen.  In 
surrendering  his  authority  to  another,  the  Grand  Chapter  welcomes  him  to 
the  place  he  has  won  in  the  love  of  his  Companions  and  anticipates  with 
pleasure  his  presence  and  counsel  for  coming  years.” 

Number  of  Chapters,  64.  Number  of  Companions, 
5,917. 

Elias  M.  Guy,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Samuel  B.  Blanks,  Grand  Secretary. 


G.  H. 
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WASHINGTON. 

Twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Tacoma, 
Washington,  June  27  and  28,  A.  D.  1910,  A.  I.  2440. 

M. .  .E. .  .Companion  Abraham  L.  Miller,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gives  a  careful  resume  of 
work  accomplished.  I  excerpt  the  following  as  showing 
the  state  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  Washington. 

“It  is  especially  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  during  my  term 
of  office  we  have  moved  along  uneventfully  and  in  perfect  harmony  and 
accord,  not  a  wave,  not  even  a  ripple  has  arisen  to  annoy  or  disturb  the 
smooth  and  easy  sailing  of  the  craft. 

There  has  been  a  healthy  increase  in  our  membership  and  I  believe  the 
standard  of  excellence  has  been  maintained. 

If  we  would  occupy  the  high  ideal  plane  which  the  teachings  of  the  Craft 
inculcate  we  must  look  well  to  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  our  membership. 
The  world  knows  us,  not  by  our  numerical  strength,  but  our  character  is 
determined  by  the  devotion  and  loyalty  to  those  who  have  taken  the  degree. 
The  moral  force  of  every  institution  is  gauged  by  the  integrity  of  its  adherents.” 

As  to  his  clear  record  of  no  decisions,  he  says: 

“I  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  during  my  term  I  have  not  been 
called  upon  for  an  expression  of  an  opinion.  A  person  of  my  profession  must 
observe  with  some  degree  of  surprise  the  peaceful  workings  of  the  craft.  It 
is  certainly  worthy  of  note.  Our  companions  are  either  a  very  peaceful  band 
of  workmen,  or  else  they  have  concluded  that  they  are  capable  of  solving 
troublesome  questions  themselves.  I  am  willing  to  concur  with  either  con¬ 
clusion  and  wish  to  congratulate  them. 

A  synopsis  of  the  annual  returns  show  245  to  have  been  exalted,  79  admitted, 
31  reinstated,  38  dimitted,  36  dropped  for  N.  P.  D.,  and  33  died,  leaving  a 
total  membership  December  31,  1909,  of  3163,  and  a  net  gain  of  248  for  the 

y  y 

year. 

The  Treasury  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  $3,563.72. 

Both  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  and  the  Committee 
on  Grievances  report  nothing  to  do. 
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The  Grand  Orator,  who  seems  to  have  the  power  of 
Recommendation,  says  as  follows: 


“I  advocate  a  regulation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  under  which  each  petitioner 
for  capitular  degrees  shall  answer  whether  he  has  qualified  himself  to  do  lodge 
work  in  the  first  three  degrees,  and  if  not,  why  not?  I  would  have  his  com¬ 
mittee  report  whether  the  candidate  is  both  able  and  willing  to  do  work  in 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  what  his  record  of  lodge  attendance  is.  If  either  report 
is  unfavorable,  the  committee  should  be  required  to  set  out,  on  their  honor  as 
Masons,  the  reasons,  if  any,  why  he  should  receive  the  capitular  degrees,  and 
if  no  valid  excuse  exists  for  his  neglect,  let  the  law  suspend  his  petition  until 
he  show  an  attachment  for  Masonry. 

I  would  go  further  and  have  an  annual  report  of  the  attendance  of  each 
Royal  Arch  Mason  upon  the  Blue  Lodge  kept  and  recorded,  and  if  any  of 
the  Royal  craft  have  suspended  their  labor  in  the  ancient  craft  degree,  let 
their  mouths  be  closed  within  the  Chapter.  I  have  not  forgotten  that  many 
a  good  Mason  cannot  hold  in  memory  the  ritual  of  lodge  work,  but  my  sugges¬ 
tion  is  that  no  man  can  participate  in  work  in  any  of  the  degrees  of  Masonry 
and  not  be  made  better  thereby,  and  that  the  primary  allegiance  of  every 
Mason  is  to  ancient  craft  Masonry.  But  whether  my  suggestion  be  framed 
into  law  or  not,  I  urge  you,  my  Companions,  to  join  a  crusade  for  regular 
attendance  upon  the  Blue  Lodge  by  all  Royal  Arch  Masons;  attendance 
which  springs  from  a  sense  of  duty  and  that  becomes  a  fixed  factor  in  the 
Blue  Lodge  work.  This  is  one  of  the  burdens  of  the  Royal  Arch  that  all  can 
bear,  and  truly  every  Companion  who  is  induced  to  discharge  that  duty  will 
find  that  the  “yoke  is  easy  and  the  burden  is  light.”  We  who  have  found 
that  which  was  lost  can  carry  to  our  less  informed  brethren  in  the  Master 
Masons’  lodge  so  much  of  the  thought,  the  inspiration,  and  the  perfection 
of  that  which  was  lost  as  our  infirm  natures  can  absorb  and  fix,  and  when 
Royal  Arch  Masons  all  engage  in  that  noble  and  glorious  work  without  the 
hope  of  fee  or  reward,  then,  indeed,  will  the  Chapter  be  accepted  as  the  aris¬ 
tocracy  of  Masonry  in  the  sense  in  which  I  apprehend  it  to  be  so.  Then  will 
no  Royal  Arch  Mason  receive  wages  which  are  not  his  just  due.” 


Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

“The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Companions  R.  L.  McCroskey, 
J.  H.  Heasley,  E.  F.  Crawford  and  J.  R.  Thompson  as  tellers,  the  ballots  being 
counted  the  result  was  declared  as  follows: 
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Companion  Frederick  J.  Elsensohn,  .  .  .  Grand  ' High  Priest 

Companion  Wesley  C.  Stone, . Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 

Companion  William  G.  Rowland,  ....  Grand  King 

Companion  John  C.  Minton, . Grand  Scribe 

Companion  Horace  W.  Tyler,  .  .  .  ’  .  .  .  Grand  Treasurer 

Companion  Yancey  C.  Blalock . Grand  Secretary ” 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  review  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  quite  at  length  and  very  kindly. 

G.  H. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  West  Virginia  was 
held  in  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  Wheeling,  on 
Tuesday,  the  ninth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1909, 
A.  L.  2439. 

John  W.  de  Veber,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  fine  engraving  of  the  G.  H.  P.  is  published  with  the 
proceedings. 

In  his  opening  address  he  alludes  to  what  is  touching 
and  true: 


“The  assembling  of  any  annual  body  made  up  in  a  large  part  of  the  same 
members  from  year  to  year,  calls  from  us  its  own  peculiar  emotion.  The 
friendly  greeting  becomes  each  year  more  earnest,  and  the  bonds  of  affection 
grow  stronger;  but  intermingled  with  the  pleasure  of  renewing  old  friendships 
there  comes  a  feeling  of  sorrow  that,  on  account  of  business  pressure,  sickness 
and  death,  some  of  our  companions  are  absent.” 

The  G.  H.  P.  instituted  a  system  of  inspection  and 
found  much  need  of  it,  especially  he  found  deficient 
ritualistic  knowledge  and  a  general  looseness  in  the 
matter  of  Masonic  law. 

He  made  quite  a  number  of  decisions.  His  recom¬ 
mendations  I  give  in  full: 
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“In  August  I  received  a  communication  from  Grand  Lecturer  Jos.  Hall, 
suggesting  the  advisability  of  holding  a  School  of  Instruction  in  the  Capitular 
Degrees  while  the  Grand  Lodge  was  in  session. 

I  realize  fully  that  many  of  the  officers,  as  well  as  the  members  in  our 
Subordinate  Chapters,  lack  even  a  good  knowledge  of  the  Ritual.  As  some 
of  the  representatives  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  are  also  representatives 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  try  to  arrange  for  two 
Schools  of  Instruction  to  be  in  session  at  the  same  time. 

When  the  Grand  Chapter  was  organized,  its  Annual  Convocation  was  set 
one  day  before  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  order  to  save  tirne  and 
expense.  This  argument  can  still  be  used  in  favor  of  this  date,  but  there  are 
considerations  which  may  have  as  much  or  more  weight  than  these. 

Our  Grand  Chapter  has  now  assumed  such  proportions  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  transact  the  business  within  the  allotted  time.  Again,  the 
impressions  received  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Ritual  gained,  we  should  try 
to  carry  to  our  Subordinate  Chapters.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  do  this 
when  our  minds  are  engrossed,  as  soon  as  the  Grand  Chapter  is  enclosed,  with 
the  business  pertaining  to.  the  Grand  Lodge. 

I  therefore  ask:  Is  Capitular  Masonry  being  advanced  now  as  much  as  it 
would  be  if  we  were  to  hold  our  Annual  Convocations  at  a  time  when  they 
would  not  conflict  with  the  considerations  of  the  Grand  Lodge?  I  think  not. 
It  might  be  well  to  consider  a  change  in  the  date  of  our  Annual  Convocation. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  being  next  in  order,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
appointed  as  tellers  Companions  Tom  G.  Strickler  and  J.  M.  McConihay. 
Ballots  were  taken  and  the  following  Companions  were  duly  elected : 

Comp.  James  Lake, . M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 

Comp.  Wyndham  Stokes, . .  .  R.  E.  Grand  King 

Comp.  Harry  S.  Cushwa, . R.  E.  Grand  Scribe 

Comp.  Samuel  N.  Myers,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  .  .  .  R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer 

Comp.  D.  K.  Reed,  P.  G.  H.  P., . R.  E.  Grand  Secretary.  ” 

Thirty-six  Chapters.  Membership,  4,510. 

Balance  cash  on  hand,  $4,709.55. 

Pennsylvania  is  not  reviewed  by  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence.  G.  H. 


WISCONSIN. 

The  Sixtieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Wisconsin  was  opened 
in  Ample  Form  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  the 
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Masonic  Building,  corner  Jefferson  and  Oneida  Streets, 
in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  on  Tuesday  morning,  Febru¬ 
ary  15th,  at  ten  o’clock. 

H.  C.  Dittmar,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  devoted  to 
the  doings  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  his  jurisdiction, 
is  very  able,  and  clear  in  all  its  details.  He  speaks  as 
follows: 

“Peace  and  harmony  have  so  prevailed  as  to  make  the  duties  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  comparatively  easy,  and  his  official  acts  as  few  as  possible  and 
generally  of  a  mere  routine  character.  To  the  fraternal  spirit  which  actuates 
the  membership  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  to  the  thorough  knowledge 
which  prevails  of  our  written  law  and  of  the  Ancient  Landmarks,  is  to  be 
attributed  this  commendable  situation.” 

I  give  his  decisions: 

“No.  1.  Anaffiliated  Master  Mason  in  good  standing  who  has  resided  in 
Wisconsin  less  than  the  constitutional  requirement  of  one  year,  for  special 
reasons,  desires  to  present  his  petition  to  a  Wisconsin  Chapter  before  the 
expiration  of  that  period. 

Question  :  Will  the  Grand  High  Priest  grant  a  dispensation  to  receive  the 
petition? 

Answer:  No.  I  cannot  find  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Wisconsin  gives  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  power  to  dispense  with  any  of  its 
provisions.  See  Constitution,  page  21,  Article  IX,  Section  2. 

No.  2.  A  subordinate  Chapter  wishes  to  confer  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in 
the  open  air  on  an  island  in  the  lake  during  a  summer  afternoon. 

Question:  Would  such  an  action  be  permissible? 

Answer:  No;  it  would  be  unwise  and  hazardous  under  the  conditions  of 
modern  life.  The  Chapter  room  is  the  proper  place  to  do  the  work. 

No.  3.  An  affiliated  Master  Mason  in  good  standing  petitioned  a  Chapter 
and  was  elected.  He  was  then  employed  elsewhere  for  three  or  four  years 
and  finally  located  in  another  city,  where  he  now  desires  to  take  the  degrees. 

Question:  What  is  the  proper  procedure? 

Answer:  The  original  Chapter  which  elected  him  still  has  jurisdiction.  A 
new  ballot  must  be  had,  however.  If  clear  it  will  be  competent  for  the  Chapter 
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having  jurisdiction  to  request  the  other  Chapter  to  confer  the  degrees  upon 
him.  After  his  exaltation  he  will  be  a  member  of  the  original  Chapter  and 
may  ask  for  a  dimit  at  any  time.  In  such  cases  the  fees  are  usually  divided 
by  amicable  arrangement.” 


He  recommended  the  following  amendment: 


After  a  careful  examination  of  the  new  Constitution  adopted  in  1909, 1  am 


unable  to  find  therein  any  provision  for  an  interval  of  time  to  occur  between 
the  ballot  and  the  conferring  of  degrees. 

1,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  constitutional  amendment  re¬ 
quiring  an  interval  of  six  days  between  the  ballot  and  the  conferring  of 


A  large  part  of  the  Proceedings  is  taken  up  with 
eulogies  of  the  distinguished  dead  (in  Royal  Arch 
Masonry) . 

The  Grand  Secretary  gives  statistics,  as  follows: 


Total  amount  of  dues,  1909  . 

Membership  January  1st,  1910  .  .  .  . 

Net  gain  in  membership  for  the  year  1909 

Exalted . 

Died . 

Chapters  reporting  this  Convocation  . 
Chapters  represented  this  Convocation 


$4,397.00 


9,568 

496 

732 

146 

81 

78 


Eighty-one  Chapters.  Number  of  members,  9,568. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  is  interesting. 

He  visited  forty-two  Chapters: 

“Owing  to  snow  blockades,  had  to  make  several  changes  in  my  route,  but 
finally  succeeded  in  reaching  the  last  on  the  list  on  February  9th. 

At  nearly  all  the  Schools  of  Instruction  have  had  a  fair  attendance  both 
afternoon  and  evening,  but  have  observed  that  the  best-drilled  and  posted 
Chapters  give  me  the  best  attention,  and  that  those  most  in  need  of  my 
services  are  the  hardest  to  get  together.  It  is  sometimes  urged  by  the 
Companions  having  the  work  in  charge  in  our  smaller  Chapters,  that  there  is 
no  use  trying  to  perfect  themselves;  that  they  are  called  upon  so  seldom  to 
confer  the  degrees  that  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  up  interest.  I  would  like  to 
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have  such  Companions  go  with  me  to  a  little  Chapter  situated  in  a  village, 
whose  census  in  1905  showed  a  little  more  than  one  thousand  inhabitants, 
which  has  a  Chapter  whose  membership  is  scattered  over  a  wide  area,  with 
not  more  than  twenty  residing  in  the  village,  and  whose  work  for  1909  con¬ 
sisted  of  one  team  only,  yet  in  this  little  Chapter,  with  its  scattered  member¬ 
ship,  I  find  the  workers  thoroughly  proficient  in  their  work,  doing  the  right 
thing  at  the  right  time,  in  the  right  way,  and  better  than  all,  in  the  right  spirit. 
The  Chapter  referred  to  will  not  be  named,  but  if  any  of  our  tired  Chapters 
want  inspiration,  and  there  are  several  which  belong  in  this  class  (calling  no 
names),  they  can  find  it  by  appealing  to  Chapter  No.  22.  What  has  been 
done  in  this  Chapter  can  be  done  in  any  Chapter  in  Wisconsin,  if  the  Com¬ 
panions  are  in  earnest.  At  some  other  time  during  this  session  I  may  have 
something  to  say  regarding  the  details  of  the  work,  which  should  not  appear 
in  the  printed  report.’’ 

Walter  A.  West,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  W..  Perry,  Grand  Secretary. 

G.  H. 

WYOMING. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Wyoming,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  met  in  Annual  Convocation  at  Masonic  Hall, 
Green  River,  Wyoming,  on  Thursday,  April  7,  A.  D. 

1910,  A.  I.  2440,  at  10  o’clock  a.  m. 

« 

M.  E.  Companion  Birney  H.  Sage, Grand  High  Priest. 

The  annual  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  I  give 
in  part  as  follows: 

“ Companions  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter ,  Royal  Arch  Masons  oj 
Wyoming: 

It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  that  I  extend  to  each  and  every  one  of  you  a 
cordial  and  fraternal  greeting  and  welcome  you  to  this,  our  second  annual 
Convocation.  We  are  the  youngest  Grand  Chapter  in  the  world  and  I  am 
pleased  to  inform  you  that  we  have  received  recognition  from  nearly  all  of 
the  Grand  Chapters  that  are  duly  recognized  by  our  General  Grand  Chapter, 
and  although  we  came  in  at  the  eleventh  hour,  we  are  entitled  to  and  have 
received  the  wages  of  faithful  fellowcrafts. 
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Grateful  indeed  are  we  to  the  Great  ‘I  Am’  for  the  manifold  blessings  and 
comforts  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  past  year,  and  fitting  indeed  it  is  that 
we  here  bow  the  knee  and  offer  up  our  devotions  to  the  ever  loving  and  true 
God.  We  are  honored  today  by  having  with  us,  M.  E.  Companion  Nathan 
Kingsley,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. 
of  the  U.  S.  A.,  and  I  hope  that  his  meeting  with  us  will  be  a  pleasure  to  him, 
as  it  will  most  certainly  be  of  profit  to  us. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  to  you  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout 
our  Jurisdiction  and  that  our  relations  with  other  Jurisdictions  are  all  cordial 
and  friendly.  While  we  look  forward  to  the  future,  filled  with  hope  and  ambi¬ 
tion,  let  us  not  forget  that  the  Grim  Messenger  has  been  abroad  in  our 
Jurisdiction  and  that  we  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  several  of  our 
Companions  who  have  passed  to  that  undiscovered  country  ‘from  whosg 
bourne  no  traveler  returns.’  ” 

The  following  resolutions  were  presented. 

By  Companion  Francis  S.  King: 

“Green  River,  Wyo.,  April  7,  igio. 

Resolved:  That  we  hereby  extend  our  sincere  thanks  and  grateful  appre¬ 
ciation  to  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  Nathan  Kingsley  in  recognition  of 
this  official  visit  to  this  Grand  Body  and  the  courtesy,  counsel  and  advice 
given,  and 

Resolved  further:  That  as  a  mark  of  our  appreciation  of  the  same,  we 
hereby  elect  the  said  E.  Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Wyoming.” 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  unanimous  consent, 
the  E.  Companion  accepting  the  honor  with  an  appre¬ 
ciative  response. 

By  Companion  Harry  E.  Crain: 

iLBe  it  Resolved:  That  we  hereby  unanimously  express  our  most  hearty 
thanks  for  the  good  wishes  of  all  the  Grand  Chapters,  who  have  recognized 
this  Grand  Body,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  our  Grand  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  instructed  to  corre¬ 
spond  with  other  Grand  Chapters  with  the  view  of  recognition  of  such 
Chapters,  and  the  exchange  of  Grand  Representatives.” 


By  Companion  Fred  A.  Miller: 
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“ Resolved:  A  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest,  to  select  a  design  for  a  Jewel,  to  be  presented  to  all  of  the 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  Body. 

That  three  of  these  Jewels  be  purchased  as  soon  as  convenient,  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  close  of  our  next  session,  to  the  Senior  Grand  High  Priests  and 
the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  and  that  at  each  year  thereafter  the  retiring 
Grand  High  Priest  be  presented  with  a  Jewel  of  the  same  design.” 

The  resolution  was  adopted  and  the  Grand  High 
Priest  appointed  Companions  Fred  A.  Miller,  Harry  E. 
Crain  and  Herman  Henschke,  a  committee  to  select 
and  purchase  such  Jewels. 

By  Frank  A.  Holliday: 


“ Resolved :  That  this  Grand  Chapter  unanimously  extends  to  Baalbec 
Chapter  No.  5, a  vote  of  thanks  for  their  kind  and  fraternal  hospitality  during 
the  Annual  Convocation.” 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  which  was  on  motion 
ordered  printed  with  Proceedings. 

Pennsylvania  was  not  reviewed. 

Number  of  Chapters,  10.  Number  of  Companions^ 

770.  * 

Jesse  Converse,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Grand  Secretary. 


G.  H. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Probably  no  one  thing  strikes  the  novice  in  Free¬ 
masonry  with  such  force  as  the  unquestioning  obedi¬ 
ence  to  and  reverence  for  authority.  He  remembers 
the  teachings  of  the  second  degree,  but  is  not  satisfied 
that  the  obedience  there  taught  can  be  amplified  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  cover  an  attitude,  almost  subservi¬ 
ent  in  its  character.  His  first  impulse  is  to  resent  this 
self-abnegation. 

“Who  is  this  Master — who  are  these  Wardens — 
that  I  should  bow  down  to  them  and  serve  them?”  is 
his  first  resentful  question. 

As  he  studies  and  observes  he  learns  that  the  entire 
superstructure,  like  a  Chinese  house,  is  built  from  the 
roof  down  to  the  foundations.  The  Grand  Master,  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  each 
is  the  apex,  under  which,  in  gradations  familiar  enough 
to  every  Freemason,  the  structure  broadens  to  its  base. 

The  novice  came  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord. 
Does  he  find  himself  owing  allegiance  to  an  authority 
more  autocratic  than  that  of  the  Tsar  of  all  the  Russias? 
Not  so — for  these  high  and  mighty  ones  are  in  turn 
responsible  to  and  may  not  violate  the  Law,  nor 
certain  nebulous  and  variously  defined  codices — called 
Land  Marks. 

In  logical  sequence,  the  progressing  Mason  seeks  the 
Mark  degree.  He  learns  at  once  that  his  work  must 
stand  the  test  of  those  in  authority,  and  that  no  matter 
how  beautiful  or  perfect  it  may  seem  to  him,  the  over¬ 
seers  will  reject  it  if  it  cannot  stand  the  trial  of  the 
plumb,  the  level  and  the  square. 
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Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  paucity  of  knowledge 
shown  by  these  overseers  in  rejecting  work  we  must  at 
once  acknowledge  that  they  acted  strictly  within  their 
instructions  and  showed  themselves  worthy  to  com- 
mand  because  of  obedience  to  authority. 

Following  in  due  course,  the  sponsor  for  the  novice 
answers  all  questions  put  to  him,  with  promptness  and 
sufficient  assurance,  but  immediately  puts  the  responsi¬ 
bility  where  it  belongs  by  adding— look  for  yourself 
and  see  that  what  I  say  is  so.  Here  again  is  taught 
the  lesson  of  obedience  to  and  reverence  for  authority. 

But  this  lesson  is  still  more  forcibly  impressed  by 
the  very  act  of  rejection.  No  matter  how  beautiful 
the  work,  if  it  does  not  stand  the  required  test,  it  must 
be  refused — not  arbitrarily — not  ignorantly — but  in 
obedience  to  authority.  Although  overshadowed  by 
the  greater  lesson  of  Charity,  this  lesson  of  obedi¬ 
ence  to  and  reverence  for  authority  is  certainly  taught 
clearly  and  unmistakably  in  the  Mark  degree.  Further 
'  than  this,  it  is  taught  in  numberless  ways  through  all 
the  Masonic  degrees.  From  Entered  Apprentice  to 
the  Thirty-third  degree,  not  only  obedience  to  tem¬ 
poral  authority  is  taught,  but  that  loftier  dependence 
on  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  These  very  proceedings, 
just  reviewed,  show  it  forth  in  its  highest  potentiality 
— obedience  to  and  reverence  for  that  Supreme  author¬ 
ity —  God.  B. 

William  B.  Meredith, 
Stockton  Bates, 

John  M.  Core, 

George  Hale, 

J.  N.  Park  Singer,  Committee 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  1795-1910. 
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STATISTICS 


From  General  Returns  of  Chapters  to  December  27, 
1910. 


No. 

Name  Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

3 

Jerusalem,  . 

41 

2 

13 

2 

9 

619 

21 

Perseverance,  . 

23 

4 

1 

283 

43 

16 

1 

5 

1 

335 

52 

Harmony,  . 

50 

2 

23 

2 

18 

1,242 

91 

Columbia,  .  .  . 

32 

2 

13 

6 

6 

703 

150 

Washington, 

21 

6 

1 

4 

267 

152 

Reading,  .  .  . 

7 

1 

4 

10 

238 

159 

Schuylkill,  . 

2 

48 

161 

Union,  .... 

11 

1 

6 

39 

202 

162 

Zerrubabel, 

32 

8 

12 

2 

15 

1,141 

163 

LaFayette,  . 

7 

1 

136 

164 

Brownsville,  .  .  . 

5 

7 

2 

144 

165 

Union,  .... 

4 

9 

3 

217 

166 

Mount  Moriah,  . 

8 

2 

2 

9 

100 

167 

Eureka,  .... 

4 

5 

2 

1 

146 

169 

Philadelphia,  .  . 

21 

1 

9 

5 

1 

282 

170 

Delta,  .... 

11 

1 

4 

9 

339 

171 

St.  John’s,  . 

11 

1 

1 

130 

172 

Temple,  .... 

4 

4 

1 

112 

173 

Easton,  .... 

27 

2 

6 

4 

5 

299 

174 

Northumberland, 

13 

2 

1 

126 

175 

Keystone,  . 

46 

6 

15 

4 

8 

612 

176 

George  Washington, 

28 

1 

1 

140 

177 

Tamaqua,  . 

io 

2 

1 

74 

178 

Catawissa,  .  .  . 

3 

2 

36 

179 

Eureka,  .... 

8 

1 

2 

160 

180 

Warren,  .... 

5 

1 

1 

43 

181 

Lilly, . 

5 

2 

1 

137 

182 

Shekinah,  . 

7 

4 

8 

3 

12 

364 

183 

Oriental, 

52 

2 

24 

7 

29 

1.185 

185 

Lackawanna, 

13 

2 

9 

3 

13 

444 

186 

Lewistown,  . 

2 

103 

187 

Oriental, 

1 

93 

189 

Mountain,  . 

13 

1 

6 

7 

353 

190 

Norristown, 

16 

2 

9 

1 

411 

191 

Solomon, 

4 

3 

1 

96 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb 

192 

Urania,  . 

.  27 

6 

2 

333 

193 

Duque^ne,  .  . 

.  47 

3 

17 

7 

903 

194 

Tioga,  .  .  . 

2 

69 

195 

Portage,  .  .  . 

.  27 

1 

2 

2 

4 

216 

196 

Mountain  City, 

9 

171 

197 

Weidle,  .  .  . 

.  15 

2 

2 

160 

198 

Phoenix,  .  .  . 

8 

3 

2 

231 

199 

Howell,  . 

.  18 

4 

1 

7 

245 

200 

Columbus,  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

93 

201 

Standing  Stone, 

8 

4 

1 

2 

102 

202 

Howell,  .  . 

9 

1 

138 

203 

Allen,  .  .  . 

.  12 

4 

287 

204 

Anthony  Wayne, 

2 

1 

82 

205 

Factory  ville,  . 

3 

2 

76 

206 

Harmony,  . 

17 

1 

183 

207 

Aaron,  .  . 

6 

3 

1 

77 

208 

Germantown,  . 

.  25 

3 

8 

4 

307 

209 

Samuel  C.  Perkins 

1 

74 

210 

Great  Bend, 

1 

2 

1 

36 

211 

Venango,  .  . 

7 

1 

1 

.  1 

231 

212 

Mound,  . 

.  14 

1 

2 

1 

182 

214 

Valley,  .  .  . 

3 

86 

215 

Temple,  . 

.  51 

2 

4 

4 

380 

216 

Zinzendorf,  . 

5 

2 

1 

2 

100 

217 

Allegheny,  .  . 

.  16 

17 

1 

4 

769 

218 

Bloomsburg,  . 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

90 

219 

Griscom, 

5 

2 

1 

103 

220 

Fort  Washington, 

11 

2 

2 

70 

221 

Tremont,  .  . 

3 

3 

1 

81 

222 

Lycoming,  .  . 

.  32 

2 

5 

3 

414 

223 

Oxford,  . 

3 

2 

106 

224 

Corinthian, 

1 

1 

3 

126 

225 

Jefferson, 

.  10 

3 

1 

270 

226 

Siloam,  .  .  . 

14 

4 

6 

1 

4 

267 

227 

Emporium,  . 

3 

99 

228 

Clearfield,  . 

4 

1 

2 

179 

230 

Elk,  .... 

5 

4 

1 

4 

5 

136 

232 

St.  John,  .  . 

7 

10 

8 

272 

233 

Kensington, 

.  19 

21 

2 

1 

529 

234 

Media,  . 

4 

2 

115 

235 

Occidental,  . 

8 

1 

162 

236 

Oil  City, 

.  20 

1 

1 

3 

248 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb 

237 

Excelsior, 

.  11 

1 

8 

2 

460 

238 

Newport, 

4 

1 

64 

239 

Danville, 

2 

83 

240 

Palestine, 

.  40 

3  * 

10 

6 

4 

581 

241 

Bellefonte,  . 

5 

2 

2 

2 

95 

242 

Pittston, 

.  10 

1 

"  2 

14 

153 

243 

T.  B.  Freeman, 

.  47 

5 

10 

4 

8 

810 

244 

Norman, 

8 

4 

1 

2 

184 

245 

Abington,  . 

.  13 

3 

1 

2 

121 

246 

Warrior  Run,  . 

hj 

/ 

2 

138 

247 

Orient,  . 

.  13 

4 

1 

256 

248 

Temple,  . 

.  24 

1 

9 

4 

8 

291 

249 

Monongahela,  . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

196 

250 

Corinthian, 

11 

2 

7  • 

2 

355 

251 

Signet,  . 

.  23 

3 

2 

2 

6 

232 

252 

Mizpah,  . 

3 

1 

93 

254 

Arnold,  . 

37 

255 

Befdord, 

3 

1 

1 

83 

256 

University,  . 

56 

6 

7 

1 

/ 

63  7 

257 

Shiloh,  .  .  . 

.  13 

1 

14 

6 

584 

258 

Chester,  .  .  . 

.  16 

2 

6 

1 

2 

369 

259 

Eden,  .  .  . 

h" 

/ 

2 

173 

260 

Bradford,  . 

4 

3 

2 

4 

6 

282 

261 

Troy,  .  .  . 

17 

4 

1 

78 

262 

Montgomery,  . 

.  10 

1 

2 

1 

208 

263 

Coudersport,  . 

4 

2 

1 

1 

81 

264 

Shamokin,  . 

3 

2 

144 

265 

Westfield,  . 

4 

2 

2 

1 

35 

266 

Good  Samaritan, 

.  16 

2 

115 

267 

Coatesville, 

8 

4 

157 

268 

Pittsburgh,  .  . 

.  24 

10 

4 

500 

269 

Ulysses,  . 

5 

1 

1 

38 

270 

Doylestown, 

8 

123 

271 

Pottstown,  .  . 

.  28 

186 

272 

Hebron,  . 

7 

1 

87 

2  73 

Butler,  . 

.  .  U 

1 

4 

1 

8 

213 

274 

Bangor,  . 

3 

1 

1 

95 

275 

Kennett, 

6 

1 

1 

61 

276 

The  Susquehanna,  5 

1 

4 

73 

277 

Hazleton, 

.  '  11 

1 

1 

2 

166 

278 

Catasauqua, 

.  10 

2 

1 

145 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Adm. 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

279 

Kane, 

6 

1 

88 

280 

Cyrus, 

.  34 

1 

2 

2 

301 

281 

Monroe,  .  .  \ 

7 

1 

2 

114 

282 

McKeesport,  . 

.  30 

1 

2 

455 

283 

Connellsville,  . 

7 

4 

1 

1 

132 

284 

Melita,  . 

.  75 

3 

3 

3 

559 

285 

Wilkinsburg,  . 

.  28 

8 

2 

4 

6 

287 

286 

Bellevue, 

22 

1 

6 

1 

1 

219 

287 

Nanticoke,  . 

2 

33 

288 

Mizpeh,  . 

16 

2 

182 

289 

Valley,  . 

22 

124 

290 

Monessen,  . 

14 

116 

291 

Ezra,  .... 

6 

1 

1 

76 

292 

Slatington,  .  . 

12 

43 

1,829 

146 

501 

186 

324 

31,669 

1910.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


315 


GRAND  CHAPTERS  IN  CORRESPONDENCE 
WITH  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  GRAND  SECRETARY 

Alabama . George  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery. 

Arizona . George  K.  Roskruge,  Tucson. 

Arkansas . John  C.  Bone,  Batesville. 

California . William  A.  Davies,  San  Francisco. 

Canada . George  J.  Bennett,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

Colorado . Charles  H.  Jacobson,  Denver. 

Connecticut . James  McCormick,  Hartford. 

Delaware . James  H.  Price,  Wilmington. 

District  of  Columbia . Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington. 

England . Edward  Letchworth,Freemasons’Hall, London. 

England,  Grand  Mark  Lodge.  .C.  F.  Matier,  Mark  Masons’  Hall,  London. 

Florida . . Wilber  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville. 

General  Grand  Chapter . Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Georgia . W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon. 

Idaho . Albert  A.  Jessup,  Boise. 

Illinois. . . George  W.  Warvelle,  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago. 

Indiana . Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis. 

Iowa . Alf.  Wingate,  Des  Moines. 

Ireland . H.  E.  Flavelle,  Freemasons’  Hall,  Dublin. 

Kansas . .- . Albert  K.  Wilson,  Topeka. 

Kentucky . Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville. 

Louisiana . Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 

Maine . . . Stephen  Berry,  Portland. 

Maryland . John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore. 

Massachusetts . .  .J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston. 

Michigan . Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater. 

Minnesota . John  Fishel,  St.  Paul. 

Mississippi . Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg. 

Missouri . Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis. 

Montana . Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Helena. 

Nebraska . Francis  E.  White,  Omaha. 

Nevada . Edward  D.  Vanderlieth,  Carson  City. 

New  Brunswick . y . J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John. 

New  Hampshire . Harry  M.  Cheney,  Concord. 

New  Jersey . L.  L.  Grear,  Passaic. 
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New  Mexico . 

New  York . 

North  Carolina . 

North  Dakota . 

Nova  Scotia . 

Ohio . 

Oklahoma . 

Oregon . 

Pennsylvania . 

Quebec . 

Rhode  Island . 

Scotland . 

South  Carolina . 

South  Dakota . 

Tennessee . 

Texas . 

Vermont . 

Victoria . 

Virginia . 

Washington . 

West  Virginia . 

Wisconsin . 

Wyoming . 


GRAND  SECRETARY 

Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque. 
Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo. 
James  C.  Munds,  Wilmington. 
Walter  L.  Stockwell,  Fargo. 

S.  J.  Waddell,  Truro. 

Edwin  Hagenbuch,  Urbana. 
Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka. 

James  F.  Robinson,  Portland. 
Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia. 

Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal. 

William  R.  Greene,  Providence. 
Alfred  A.  A.  Murray,  Edinburgh. 
O.  Frank  Hart,  Columbia. 

George  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls. 
John  B.  Garret,  Nashville. 

John  A.  Bryan,  Waco. 

Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington. 

John  Braim,  Melbourne.  • 

James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg. 
Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 
David  K.  Reed,  Clarksburg. 
William  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee. 
Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Cheyenne 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

TO  AND  FROM 

GRAND  CHAPTERS 


WALTER  D.  CLARK . Alabama . WOOLSEY  FINNELL. 

. Arkansas . W.  F.  VAN  NORTE. 

. California . J.  WRIGHT  ANDERSON. 

SAMUEL  SHAW . Canada . DONALD  McPHIE. 

. Colorado . HARPER  M.  ORAHOOD. 

WM.  M.  DONALDSON .  Connecticut . A.  E.  BLAKESLEE. 

FRED  PAUL  SHER . Delaware . JOHN  W.  LAWSON. 

FRANKLIN  P.  MASON . District  of  Columbia . MARTIN  R.  THORP. 


Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  WILLIAM  J.  HUGHAN. 


H.  OSCAR  KLINE . Florida . 

. Georgia . 

.  Idaho . 

GEORGE  B.  WELLS . Illinois . 

FRANK  M.  HIGHLEY . Indiana . 

JOHN  A.  PERRY . Iowa . 

SAMUEL  W.  WRAY . Kansas . 

EDGAR  A.  TENNIS . Kentucky . . 

WILLIAM  B.  MEREDITH.  .  Louisiana . 

GEORGE  A.  GORGAS .  Maine . 

J.  HENRY  WILLIAMS . Maryland . 

CHARLES  E.  COOPER . Massachusetts. 

WILLIAM  L.  GORGAS . Minnesota . 

THOMAS  JACOBS . Mississippi . 

DAVID  M.  KINZER . Missouri . 

GEORGE  W.  KENDRICK,  Jr.  Nebraska . 

ISAAC  N.  GRUBB . Nevada . 

CHARLES  F.  WIGNALL....  New  Brunswick 

S.  E.  BURKE  KINSLOE _ New  Hampshire 

EZRA  S.  BARTLETT . New  Jersey . 

CHARLES  CARY . New  York . 

A.  G.  CRISWELL  SMITH...  North  Carolina. 

MICHAEL  W.  JACOBS . North  Dakota .  . 

JAMES  H.  CODDING . Nova  Scotia. .. . 

CARL  A.  SUNDSTROM . Ohio . 

THOMAS  F.  PENMAN . Oklahoma . 

EDWARD  B.  SPENCER _ Oregon . 

JOHN  McKAIN . Quebec . 

STOCKTON  BATES . Rhode  Island..  . 

A.  HOWARD  THOMAS . South  Carolina. 

PETER  BARKEY . South  Dakota. . 

. . Scotland . 

HIBBERT  P.  JOHN . Tennessee . 

WILLIAM  A.  SINN . Texas . 

LOUIS  WAGNER . Vermont . 

. Victoria . 

THOMAS  A.  KERSHAW _ Virginia . 

SAMUEL  LAUGHLIN . Washington.... 

JOHN  C.  WALLACE . West  Virginia.  . . 

CHARLES  K.  FRANCIS _ Wisconsin . 

WINFIELD'S.  BELL . Wyoming . 


LOUIS  C.  MASSEY. 
DAVID  W.  MEADOW. 
FRANCIS  BYBER. 
CHESTER  S.  GURNEY. 
RENWICKW.  CROCKETT 

C.  B.  MILLS. 

FRANK  E.  DAVIS. 
GEORGE  A.  LEWIS. 

J.  H.  CALDWELL. 
FRANKLIN  R.  REDLON . 
JOHN  H.  MILLER. 
SAMUEL  F.  HUBBARD. 
JAMES  RIDLER. 

S.  C.  CONLY. 

ARTHUR  CONGER. 

Robert  w.  mcginnis. 

ROBERT  L.  FULTON. 
THOMAS  A.  GODSOE. 
EDWARD  R.  JACKSON. 
HENRY  S.  HAINES. 

EDW.  A.  KRAUSSMAN 
H.  G.  SMALLBONES. 
ALEX.  B.  TAYLOR. 

JOHN  HAY. 

JAMES  W.  IREDELL,  Jr. 
TAMES  F.  HUMPHREY. 
THOMAS  C.  TAYLOR. 

A.  A.  STEVENSON. 
ALBERT  L.  ANTHONY. 
WILLIAM  E.  GANTT. 

A.  C.  BIERNATZKI. 
ALFRED  A.  MURRAY. 
CHARLES  S.  IVIN. 

BENJ.  W.  FRYMIER. 

D.  C.  SHERMAN. 
HERBERT  M.  KNIGHT. 
R.  M.  FERGUSON. 

T.  FI.  HEARLEY. 

T.  C.  RIHELDAFFER. 
HOMER  B.  HUB  BELL. 
WILLIAM  H.  RHEIN. 
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OFFICERS 

OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 

1911 


A.  G.  Criswell  Smith  .  .  m.  e.  grand  high  priest. 

P.  O.  Address,  Media,  Pa. 

George  B.  Wells  .  .  .  m.  e.  grand  king. 

Winfield  S.  Bell  .  .  .  m.  e.  grand  scribe. 

Edward  B.  Spencer  .  .  m.  e.  grand  treasurer. 

Charles  Cary  .  .  .  .  m.  e.  grand  secretary. 

P.  O.  Address,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 


Hibbert  P.  John .  1881-1882 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr .  1885-1886 

Edgar  A.  Tennis .  1893-1894 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett .  1895-1896 

Michael  William  Jacobs .  1899-1900 

Edward  B.  Spencer .  1901-1902 

Henry  Oscar  Kline .  1903-1904 

J.  Henry  Williams .  1905-1906 

William  B.  Meredith .  1907-1908 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom .  1909-1910 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith . 1910- 
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